
IOLA, KANSAS                              OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                            July 27, 2010     

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairperson Gary G. McIntosh, Commissioner Dick Works, and Joyce C. Foster, Allen County Deputy Clerk Commissioner Robert A. Francis was absent.  

Bob Johnson, Iola Register representative, and Cliff Ralstin, Humboldt Union, were present to observe the meeting.

Commissioners corrected and approved the minutes of the July 20, 2010 meeting.

Donald Becker, public citizen, questioned whether a house which had been moved to the property located at the southeast corner of Jct US 54/169 some time ago and left there would fall under any derelict or nuisance act.  Commissioners advised him to direct his question to Alan Weber, zoning administrator.  Mr. Becker had further questions regarding unplanned expenditures, and also asked for an explanation of the ambulance levy.  Discussion followed.

Sandra Drake, appraiser, stopped in briefly.

Bill King, Public Works Director, asked permission to sign Supplemental Agreement No 1 with Allgeier, Martin and Associates, Inc. amending an existing agreement on airport apron renovations.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Works moved to authorize Bill’s signature on said supplemental agreement.  Chairman McIntosh seconded.  Motion passed 2-0-0.

Bill brought up the issue of campaign signs on right of way. He has told the parties to take them down.  If they are not removed in a timely fashion, his department will remove them.

Bill discussed county citizens complaining about dust problems.  Adding more rock to the roads will not help.  Bill advised the road reclaimer will be busy in the county the next few weeks.    He also reported on his visit to Neosho County to see their new crusher and the pros and cons of their operation.

Jim Lewis, Allen County citizen, joined meeting.

Discussion followed on budget questions regarding the Special Bridge Dept.  Bill advised they have made cuts where they could in other departments i.e. mowing.  There are costs that must be incurred to keep his departments running such as tires, 911 signs  etc.

Jim Lewis addressed the Commission on the hospital and concerns he has regarding issuing bonds or other financing options and about the county being involved in a new hospital, obligating the taxpayers.  Beverly Lewis joined the meeting.  She brought up the critical access designation and reminded the Commissioners that once that is lost, it cannot be reinstated.

Jason Nelson, Allen County EMS Director, discussed the new building, furniture delivered, and progress on the  storeroom. They plan to move in later this week, with EMS crews doing most of the work.  Tholen’s had to order a new air handler but expect to have it soon.  Jason presented the final bill from Superior Builders.  

Jason advised there have been a couple ambulance units with mechanical problems but these have been resolved.  The backup unit needs maintenance work in the near future.  

Jason requested clarification of the policy of donating sick leave to a fellow employee and the possibility of the Commissioners granting an exception to the policy.   Commissioners stated the policy stands as written.  

Discussion followed on the ambulance budget and possibly increasing call rates.  Jason will investigate call rates of other departments.  Further discussion on budget will be had a later date.  

Angie Murphy, 911 Director, joined the meeting.  She requested an executive session to discuss non-elected personnel. Commissioner Works moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Commissioner McIntosh seconded, motion passed 2-0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman McIntosh, Commissioner Works, and Angie Murphy, 911 Director.  The time is now 9:55 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:05 a.m.  No action was taken.

Angie advised she is applying for the 2011 E-911 grant. 

Terry Call joined meeting

Tom Williams, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting and discussed budgets for his departments and answered questions from the Commissioners regarding the same.  Tom requested an executive session to discuss non-elected personnel.   Chairman McIntosh moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Commission Works seconded, motion passed 2-0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman McIntosh, Commissioner Works, Tom Williams, Terry Call, Angie Murphy, and Joyce C Foster, Allen County Deputy Clerk.  The time is now 10:25 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:30 a.m.  No action was taken.

Mary Ann Arnott joined meeting.

Alan Weber joined the meeting to answer questions from the Commissioners regarding Hazard Mitigation funds received and disbursed.  

Robert E Johnson II and his nephew Hudson Lee stopped by the meeting to say hello.

Chairman McIntosh moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes for attorney client discussion. Commissioner Works seconded, motion passed 2-0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman McIntosh, Commissioner Works, Alan Weber, Allen County Counselor and Joyce C Foster Allen County Deputy Clerk.  The time is now 10:40 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:45 a.m.  No action was taken.

Mary Ann Arnott, Hospital Facilities Commission, advised Brent Castillo with Health Facilities Group is  going to come and do two hour workshop for them.   Mary Kay Heard joined meeting.   Discussion followed on recommendations of the Hospital Facilities Commission.

Alan Weber rejoined meeting.  

Bob Sharp, Humboldt Mayor, & Larry Tucker, Humboldt City Administrator, joined the meeting.  Mayor Sharp outlined how they had updated and revised zoning laws for the City of Humboldt.  He suggested areas outside of the city limits that the city was interested in having some say in zoning.  Larry Tucker passed out handouts showing several possible scenarios of where to extend zoning area outside city limits and also handed out printed excerpts from zoning laws.  Larry Tucker explained the handouts.  The area or areas under consideration would not be annexed to the City of Humboldt.  If this was approved it would only extend the city’s zoning authority to include this area.  Discussion followed on how it would affect current landowners. Alan Weber, Zoning Administrator, outlined the procedures to be followed for the Commissioners to withdraw and City of Humboldt to take over zoning for the area(s) in question.  No action was taken at this time.   

Mayor Sharp asked a question about the possibility of a wheel tax being assessed when vehicle owners get their license tag; said funds to be used for streets and alleys within the city.  The commissioners stated they would look into it.  

Larry Tucker advised work is being done on a seven block long area of Bridge Street on the east side of town and inquired if they might be able to get county help like they did for Bridge Street on the west side.    Commissioners will take under consideration.  

Discussion followed on ambulance/hospital issues.  Commissioner Works moved to accept the recommendation of the Hospital Facilities Commission and withdraw the notice of termination of the ambulance mutual aid contract for 6 months.  Chairman McIntosh seconded.  Motion passed 2-0-0.  

Commissioners approved the following documents:

a) Clerk’s Vouchers Totaling $145,972.74 

b) Payroll Changes

Commissioners adjourned meeting until 1:00 at Iola City Hall.  Meeting reconvened at Iola City Hall with Chairman McIntosh, Chairman Works and Alan Weber, County Counselor.  Commissioners spoke to the Iola City Commission about the ambulance and the hospital.  They took no formal action.  

With no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. until August 3, 2010, at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission room of the courthouse.
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