
 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      January 5, 202 1   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a .m. with Chairman  

William H. King, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Symes, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Mitch Garner, Public 

Works Director, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Direc tor, Karen Kimball, Interim 

Deputy 911 Director, David Lee, Commission District #2 elect, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was 

present to observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman King led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners  approved the m inutes of the Yearend meeting on December 30, 2020.  

 

Chairman King reviewed a few housekeeping rules and masks.  

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff,  Lisse Regehr, Jessica Thompson, Jonathon  Goering, 

Thrive Allen County, and Chelsie Anglet on, Interim 911 Director,  joined m eeting  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, discussed the winter weather during 

the New Year Holiday.  Discussion followed on persons having to work on the holiday due 

to the road conditions with the ice.   

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, updated Commissioners on the CDBG 

funding.  There are at least 5 other businesses that have applied for CDBG -CV; there is 

$26,443.39 dollars left to draw down on.  

 

Lisse reminded everyone that the SPARKS/CAREs funding is gone and will report how the 

funding was spent.  Discussion followed.  

 

Lisse thanked Chairman King for serving on the commission.   

 

Jonathon updated the commission on the estimated cost of creating a Allen County 

Regional Airport Master; it is estimated between $20,000 to $35,000.  He would like 

permission to draft a scope for the airport. They will be using the State for help. 

Commiss ioner Symes asked about the details of the difference of costs.  Jonathon will be 

visiting with the company on the difference.  Commissioner Daniels stated they will just be 

creating an RFP first then the commission will decide to proceed or not.  Commissi oner 

Symes asked who would be developing the RFP? It was discussed that a Commissioner, 

Public Works Director, Airport Manager and Airport Engineer would be in on the 

developing.  Commissioner Symes moved to form a group to develop the Master Plan at 

the A llen County Regional Airport.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels and Mitch will be attending a Zoom meeting Wednesday, January 

6, 2021 at Thrive Allen County to discuss the feasibility of development and industrial s ite of 

the Allen County Regional Airport.  Individuals at the state level have offered their services.   

Discussion followed.   

 

Jody Mader, applicant for the 911 Directorõs position joined the meeting.   

 

Jessica discussed the broadband grant.  Letters of  support from individuals, financial 

institute, schools and public.   

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss attorney 

client privileges.   Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels,  David Lee and Robert 



 
Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 8:46 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened 

at   9:51 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive sess ion for 5 minutes to discuss attorney 

client privileges.   Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels,  David Lee and Robert 

Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The t ime is now 8:52 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened 

at   8:57 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman King and commissioners requested Jessica to pursue the Broadband Grant.  

 

Chelsie presented some pictures of the 911 garage area before painting and after.  

Defin itely improvement. The City of Iola EMS has let 911 use the Ambulance Building for 

PPE storage until the garage has been painted and shelving is completed.  

 

Chelsie discussed the portable radioõs she had requested earlier.  She stated she visited 

with the  Sheriff about radios. There was a misunderstanding, Jason does have an 800 radio 

ð itõs actually sits on his desk at all times. Jason and Chelsie  had been talking about end of 

year budget and he was hopeful that he would be able to upgrade and replace his 

current radio as it is 16 years old (or older) and doesnõt hold a charge. His request for a 

new radio was to have a single radio capable of recei ving and transmitting on a single 

device as opposed to carrying two radios. It had been the recommendation of many to 

expend remaining funds within the EM budget by the end of the year, and the 

replacement radio would have been a functional asset to the EM  program. Had the 

upgrade been approved, the ownership of the  current radio would have been transferred 

to another agency within the county that may have had a need for it. The UHF radio that 

Jason  has, has proven unreliable in his experience. The batterie s do not hold a charge and 

the spares are incompatible with the charger due to their chemical composition.   Chelsie 

will be looking at options.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel .  Comm issioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johnson, 

II, Allen County Counselor , Jody Mader, candidate for 911 director.  and David Lee, 

Candidate for Commission D istrict #2.  The time is now 9:07 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at   9: 22 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Lacie Culbertson, applicant for the 911 Directorõs position joined the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes t o discuss non -

elected personnel .  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johnson, 

II, Allen County Counselor , Lacie Culbertson, candidate for 911 director  and David Lee, 

Candidate for Commission District #2.  The time is now 9:25 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at   9: 40 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Michael Burnett, Iola/Allen County EMS Director, and Chase Waggoner, City of Iola Fire 

Chief reported on ambula nce bids. Michael had  asked for four bids and received three. 

The three bidders were: American Response Vehicles, a 2021 AEV Traumahawk F550 for a 

total of $229,385.00 build time of 120 to 180 days and Osage for an Osage 2021, Super -

Warrior F550 for a tota l of $234,839.00 build time of 270 days; and SERVS (Southern 

Emergency & Rescue Vehicle Sales, LLC)  for a 2021 F550 623 for $262,897.00 build time 210 -

250. He reported it is the identical bid except for the walk -through door between the cab 

and back due to COVID -19.  Discussion followed on the old ambulance that will be out of 

rotation.  This will be the City of Iolaõs 4th ambulance.  Michael recommended the 

American Response Vehicles (ARV).  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve ARV for 

$229,385.00.  Com missioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 
 



 
Sherrie reported for 2020 the County paid $1,053,992.24 to the City of Iola for Ambulance 

Contract and with the 1.8% CPI Allen County will be paying $1,072,964.10 in 2021.   

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege .  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johns on, II, 

Allen County Counselor , and David Lee, Candidate for Commission District #2.  The time is 

now 9:53 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at   10:03 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss  non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johnson, 

II, Allen County Counselor, and David Lee, Candidate for Commission District #2 .  The time 

is now 10:05 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at   10:20 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 1 0 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman King, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johnson, 

II, Allen County Counselor, and David Lee, Candidate for Commission District #2.  The time 

is now 10:22 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at   10: 32 a.m.  No action  was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels discussed the 911 Director position.  They had four good applicants.  

All interesting and capable.  Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Chelsie Angleton as 

the 911 Director.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels commented to Chairman King he appreciated the thank less 

service to Allen County for over 20 years as director and commissioner and friendship.  

 

Bruce said what he has learned from him is invaluable.  Enjoyed working with him.  

 

Commissioners reviewed òAddedó tax forms, fund status for end of the year, thank you 

note from the Humanity House, Annual  Inventories from Public Works Department and 

Moran Senior/Community Building.  

 

Commissioners received an updated report for CDBG -CV grant, shows there is still 

$26,443.39 yet to draw down on.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs vouchers - $152.525.08 

b)  Journal Vouchers - # 77 

c)  Payroll - Vacation  carry over of 40.5 hours for Dathan McMurtrey to be used by 

June 16, 2021  

d)  Payroll - Pay increase for Brian Plumlee of another .50.  

e)  Payroll ð New hire Taven Tavarez in the jail.  

f) Abatements  PP Value 6248, $938.54, Yr 2020 

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Symes moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was 

adjourned at 10:35 a.m. until Monday , January 11 , 2020 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs 

Room of the c ourthouse .   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

William H. King, Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Allen County Commissioner   

 

        

 

___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   Jerry Daniels, Allen County Commissioner   

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    January 11, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

William H. King, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Symes, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk.  

 

Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Mitchell Garner, Allen County 

Public Works Director, Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County 

EMS Financial Director,  Lisse Regehr, Jessica Thompson, Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen 

County,  Chelsie Angleton, Interim 911, Director, Ja son Trego, Emergency Management, 

David Lee, Commissioner District #2 elect, Larry Crawford, Allen County Fair Board, Cole 

Herder, City of Humboldt Administrator, Tom Nevans, Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to 

observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman King led t he group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on January 5, 2021.  

 

Chairman King expressed some parting words.  He discussed COVID and the SEK Multi 

County Health Department and what they have had to go through due to it.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, and Gary McIntosh, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Chairman King reflected on what the Board of County Commission has accomplished 

during his time as commissioner and the few things still on the òplateó.  He stated he is 

excited about the coming year and what there is to look forward to.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen C ounty Public Works Director, stated the new grader is out today.  

Training is happening with it; it is the same as two of the other graders have joy sticks.  

Commissioner Symes asked about face -to -face training verses on line.  Discussion followed.  

The training for the grader will be on going for a while.   

 

Mitch stated his mowing crew is out trimming.  Chairman King stated with as many miles of 

road there are it takes a while to get somewhere within the county.   

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive, provided an up date on the Broad Band Grant.  They did not 

apply for it at this time but will continue to work on it for the next round.  The State of Kansas 

had 60 letters of intent but about 15 interested in applying. Jessica will be checking with 

the Commission for an swers to the questions on the application.  Discussion followed.   

 

Jonathon updated the commission on the KDOT meeting with officials last week; he said 

they will need to work closely with the FFA.  He reiterated they are only updating the master 

plan, th ey are not doing a complete rework, just working to get it industrial ready.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Joe Riebel and Tracy Lee joined the meeting.   

 

Chelsie updated the commission on the garage progress and the shelving units.  They are 

finished painting the garage and will be getting the shelving installed.  



 
 

Chelsie reported they will be interviewing persons for the dispatcherõs vacancy since her 

promotion.   

 

Jason stated they are about finished with the EOC but they have about $2,000 monies left 

in the  grant to spend before December 31, 2021.  He said it was suggested to purchase 

òRuggedó laptops to work off site with them.   

Jason discussed the LEPC meetings.   

 

Cole stated he appreciated all Commission Chair King has done for the county in all the 

years of his service; not just as commissioner but as public works director before.    

 

Gary McIntosh stated he has always respected Commissioner Chair King and learned  a 

lot from him over the years.   

 

Commissioner Daniels thanked Commissioner Chair King for not only his service to the 

county but also his service to the country.   

 

Judge Daniel Creitz joined the meeting to swear in the following elected officials:  Cara 

Barkdoll, Register of Deeds, David  Lee, Commissioner District 2, Bryan J Murpy, Sheriff, Jerry 

Hathaway, County Attorney, Bruce Symes, Commissioner District 3, and Sherrie L. Riebel, 

County Clerk.  All signed certificates and Judge Creitz attested.  

 

Clerk Riebel swore in Judge Creitz as 31 st Judicial District Chief Justice.  Judge Creitz signed 

his certificate and Clerk Riebel attested.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Commissioner Symes as Commissioner Chair for 

2021, Commissioner Lee seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Larry Crawford,  Vice -President of the Allen County Fair Board presented bids for a new 

concession stand at the fair grounds to the commission.  Bids are from Yutzy - Garnett, QSI - 

Richmond; these two bids are for an empty building that would need finished.  Therefore, 

bids also received from Tholens, Dales Sheet Metal & Ace Refrigeration.  New Klein Lumber 

Co bid would be for a structure similar to a home.  Larry also talked to building & trades 

instructor, Iola High School, about possibly doing this project. The students  would do the 

entire project, inside and out.  Larry recommends the Building & Trades students.  Larry then 

reported he has a bid from last yearõs horse barn project.  $16,150 to take tin off and put-

up new tin.  The east & west side of barn tin, $4200.00.   The students could do the tin if we 

supply the material.  Commissioner Symes stated he has talked with the instructor as well.  

He also stated this is two different projectséhorse barn is separate from concession stand.  

Commissioner Daniels explained co mmissioners allowed $150,000 over a five -year period 

the fair grounds to keep buildings in good conditions.  There was not a project last year so 

that left $47,000 for this year.  Commissioner Lee asked Larry who will finish out the building.  

Larry stated  they will; they will save as much material as they can. There will only be 

windows for serving at the concession stand.  The existing building is 30õ long.  The new will 

20õx 16õ; south end is entrance, windows on the North end.  Larry talked about refrigeration; 

Aceõs unit has a 7-year warranty and theyõll install it.  Commissioner Symes thanked Larry 

for gathering the information and organizing it in an easy -to -understand format.  He asked 

Counselor Johnson if the county is concerned if this is between t he Fair Board and Building 

Trades.  Commissioner Lee moved to accept Larryõs recommendation for Building Trades, 

New Klein and Ace Refrigeration, Commissioner Daniels seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Sherrie asked on behalf of Robin Griffin to use the ban dstand on June 25 for a wedding; 

Commissioners approved.   

 

Sherrie requested commission appoint Joe folk as Geneva Township Treasurer. 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Joe Folk as Geneva Township Treasurer.  

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 



 
 

Sherrie presented a cereal malt beverage license for the Humboldt Speedway.  She had 

visited with Sheriff Murphy and there has not been any issues.   Commissioner Daniels 

moved to approve the cereal malt beverage license for Humboldt Speedway for 20 21.  

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Sherrie presented a request for a Precious Metal dealerõs license for Firehead PM Refining 

& Trading, LLC.  She had visited with Sheriff Murphy and there has not been any issues. 

Commissioner Daniels mo ved to approve the precious metal dealerõs license for 2021.  

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Sherrie discussed with the commission to appoint or reappoint : 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Terry Sparks (January 1, 2021 and ending 

December 31, 2023) and Ryan Coffield (January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2023) 

to serve on the Board of Trustees of the Allen County Hospital  Facilities.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Kennet h McWhirter (1/1/2021 to 12/31/2023) to 

serve on the SEK Mental Health Consolidated Board.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Andy Dunlap and John F. Brocker as his 

alternate to the Regional Planning Revolving Loan Committee. Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

   

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Chairman Symes to serve on the Bowlus 

Committee.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to  reappoint Chairman Symes to serve on the Allen County 

Housing Task Force. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Chairman Symes to serve on the Iola Industries 

Board. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Chairman Symes to serve on the Economic 

Development Board. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appointed Commissioner Lee and reappoint Nicholas 

Lohm an and Jean Barber to the Multi County Health Board. Chairman Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint LaDonna Krone and William òBilló Shirley to the 

Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging Board.   Commissioner Lee seco nded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint John F. Brocker to the Executive Committee of 

the Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission and Commissioner David Lee as 

alternate.  Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint June Terrill (term expires January 1, 2021 to 

December 31, 2023.  Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Bret Heim (Secretary) term expires 2/2024, to 

the Public Buil ding Commission.  Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 



 
Commissioner Daniels moved to reappoint Chairman Symes to the Southeast Kansas 

Regional Juvenile Detention Center  Board.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 

3-0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniel s moved to name Humboldt Union as the Official Newspaper for 2021 

but to publish in the Iola Register as well.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -

0-0.  

 

Chairman Symes asked about the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC).  Jason 

stated it is a quarterly meeting.  It will be held virtually for now. Sherrie stated there are 

about 26 members on the list. Jason stated there are city, school, private industry and 

hospital representatives on the committee.  Commissioner Daniels asked Jason Trego 

about in person meetings.  Jason stated they are in January, April, July & October.  All the 

commissioners are on the board but usually the in -person meetings only one show up due 

to KOMA.  There will be a virtual meeting on January 12, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.  

 

Sherrie stated she had invited State Representatives to a commission meeting. They will not 

be able to attend this year but would like the commission to know they are welcome to 

contact them at any time.  

 

Clerk Riebel presented bank signature cards for the  commissionersõ signatures.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Co mmissioner Lee, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:50 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:00 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client priv ilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:02 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:12 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissione r Lee, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:13 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:23 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels discussed the PILOT payment from the Prairie Queen Wind Farm.  He 

explained a resolution was done a couple of years ago dedicating monies to the USDõs 

and Tech Center.  Commissioner Daniels moved to contribute $50,000 each to USD #256, 

USD #257, USD #258 and the Allen County Regional Tech Center; reserving the remainder 

of PILOT funds due to t he climate with COVID and not knowing what the future will bring 

and each year will be on a case -to -case basis.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  a òThank youó note from the Humboldt Community Pantry for 

SPARKS/CARES funding;  

b)  Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agency fund;  

c)  Humboldt Townshipõs annual report;  

d)  Monthly reports from Noxious Weed Department, Public Works 

Department, Register of Deeds;  

e)  Annual inventory from Iola Senior , INC., and Allen County EMS Financial 

office.   

 



 
 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Journal Vouchers - #1  

b)  Abatements - RE Value 7653, $1147.52, Year 2020  

   Oil Value 74, $14.92, Year 2020  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:27 a.m. until Tuesday, January 19, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

William H. King, Chairperson              Bruce Symes, Commissioner/Chairman  

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner     David Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________  

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk    Jill Allen, Deputy County Clerk  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    January 19, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Alle n County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Mitch Garner, Public 

Works Director, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  Jason Trego, Allen County 

Emergency Manager, Carl Huslig, Ameren representative, Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was 

present to observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman Symes led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular mee ting on January 11, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported the crews are patching 

potholes, trimming trees and mowing; keeping busy on clean up work.  

 

Mitch presented a CCC -517 form from United Stated Department of Agriculture for land 

at the airport.  Discussion followed.  Mitch explained why this year is different, due to two 

renters.  Commissioners approved Chairman Symes to sign.   

 

Commissioner Daniels requested a chip and seal priority listing for 2021 from Mitch.  Mitch 

will provide a list.   

 

Lisse Regehr, Jonathon Goering, Jessica Thompson and Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen 

County representatives, joined the meeting.  

 

Chairman Symes requested Mitch get bids on pot hole equipment.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked to see an equipment schedule; vehicles for repairs and 

replacement.  



 
 

Commissioner Lee requested Mitch figure the cost for repairing the road between 2000 

Street and Nebraska Road, and 1800 Street as well.  Discussion followed on need.  

 

Becky reported on the CDBG ð CV Grant; there is one applicant  that has met all the 

requirements.  She presented a Matrix of their application without name.  Commissioners 

reviewed the matrix.  Commissioner Lee asked what type of business.  Becky stated a salon.  

Discussion followed.  Lisse explained what the grant w as and what its purpose is.  

Commissioner Lee moved to go ahead to grant the CDBG -CV grant amount of $7,500.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jessica presented information on the Pilot Grant for the Public Transportation Grant.  She 

explained what was needed.  The PILOT is a 6 -month grant, starting March 1 through 

August 31, 2021.  It will be a 14 -passenger bus.  The county will be doing the hiring.  No fares 

will be charged currently but donations will be accepted.   

 

Jason Trego, Emer gency preparedness, reported on the LEPC meeting.  He explained 

there was not a quorum so he is visiting with the state on changing chairman, vice -chair 

and secretary/treasurer.    Jason also updated the commission on the work on the EOC 

and garage.  He re ported the current conference room will be used as a 

kitchen/breakroom or overflow during a disaster.   

 

Commissioners reviewed Resolution 202101 updating the Allen County Emergency 

Management Contact Information:  
 Resolution No. 202101  

Allen County, Kans as 

 

A Resolution Updating Allen County Emergency  

Management Contact Information  

 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas have considered to update the 

contact information for the Allen County Emergency Management; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas 

that for contact information for Allen County Emergency Management, the following 

individuals are authorized to represent Allen County Emergency Management with the State 

of Kanas,  

 Jason Trego  

 410 N. State  

 Iola, KS 66749 

 jtrego@allencounty911.org  

 

 Chelsie Angleton  

 410 N. State  

 Iola, KS  66749 

 dispatch@allencounty911.org   

 

RESOLVED this 19th day of January 2021.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Resolution 202101.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked J ason if he had any needs with tornado weather coming up.  

Jason reported we had none in 2020 and hoped for the same this year.  Thrive Allen County 

is still working on storm shelter grants for outlying 3 rd class cities.  

   

Paul Zirjacks asked about vaccine s for Allen County. Commissioner Lee stated the SEKMCH 

received 40 shots this time around and there will be more and several on the waiting list.   

 

mailto:jtrego@allencounty911.org
mailto:dispatch@allencounty911.org


 
Sherrie requested commissioners appoint Jerry Naff as Humboldt Township Trustee as 

nominated by the Humboldt Township board. Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint 

Jerry Naff to serve on the Humboldt Township Board.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Carl Slaugh, City of Iola councilman, joined the meeting.   

 

Carl Huslig, Ameren Transmissi on, introduced himself and the company and the persons 

on the Zoom meeting.  Transmission in charge of all the transmissions in Kansas, bulk of 

electric transmission in the area. Ameren is not part of the Southwest power pool.  

 

George Levans, citizen join ed the meeting.   

 

Carl continued to explain the need in Southeast Kansas.  Need a transmission line between 

Burlington and south of Pittsburg.  Ameren wants to have the opportunity to bid Wolfe 

Creek to Blackberry 345 kV Transmission Project that could po tentially be going through 

Allen County.   There were several presenters on the Zoom.  There is only a couple of routes 

from Burlington to Black Berry that wouldnõt go through Allen County.   

 

George Levans left the meeting.  

 

Kim Gross, Ameren, continued to explain area and what the plan was.  They are proposing 

to construct a new, approximately 90 ð 110-mile 345 kV transmission line from SPPõs Wolf 

Creek Substation in southeast Kansas to AECIõs Blackberry substation in southwest Missouri; 

it would need to  have a 125 to 150 foot right of way, private land owners, for this project 

proposed to be in service by January 2026.  They really want to check to see if any projects 

would keep the lines going through. Commissioner Lee mentioned Economic 

development mig ht be happening at the Allen County Regional Airport.  Discussion 

followed.  Ameren Transmissionõs proposal is due March 29, 2021.  

 

Carl discussed the next steps for the proposed projects.  If selected as company for this 

project they would be in close co mmunications with the commission.  A decision by the 

Southwest Power Pool will be made in October and would know more from once a 

decision is made.   

 

Darolyn òCrickettó Maley, Allen County Treasurer, reported her office will not be doing 

CMV licenses as o f today.  She explained why.  Discussion followed.  Citizens will be able 

to get these licenses in neighboring county.  

 

Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, presented bids for appraisal mailings.  Postalocityõs bid 

was presented. Jami stated their company i s cost effective; when you add up all the forms, 

stuffing envelopes, cost of paper and envelopes and time and postage.   Commissioner 

Lee requested a couple more bids.  Discussion followed.  Jami will contact other 

companies that do the same thing.  

 

Commi ssioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, Jami Clark, Allen 

County Appraiser and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:45 

a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:50 a.m.  No action was taken.  

  

Phil Drescher and Stephen Euston, Bukaty Company, discussed the countyõs 2021 renewal 

for the commission to think on; renew is April 1st.  Phil explained how the countyõs plan is 

doing.  Discussion followed.  Phil reviewed each page.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee secon ded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, Phil Drescher and 



 
Stephen Euston, Bukaty Company, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Robert 

Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time i s now 10:51 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 11:01 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed the education for employees on Generic medicines.  Phil 

explained most of the doctors are doing that type of education with the employee on a 

need basis.  

 

Commission Lee discussed the PILOT payments from the Prairie Queen Windfarm .  He 

reported the Regional Tech Center will attend the commission meeting in the coming 

weeks.  

 

Commissioners reviewed Resolution 202102 about exemption from fixed assets for Allen 

County.  Sherrie explained Allen County works on a cash basis accounting practices.  

 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 202102 

 

A RESOLUTION EXEMPTING ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS FROM THE PROVISIONS OF K.S.A. 75-1117 (SUPP. 1978), 75-

1120 (SUPP. 1982), 75-1121 (SUPP. 1988), AND 75-122 (SUPP. 1983) SO AS NOT TO REQUIRE ALLEN COUNTY, 

KANSAS TO MAINTAIN FIXED ASSET RECORDS AND OBSERVE FIXED ASSET ACCOUNTING PRACTICES. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS: 

 

WHEREAS, Allen County, Kansas has determined that the financial statements and financial reports for 

the year ending December 31, 2021, to be prepared in conformity with the requirements of K.S.A. 75 -1120(a) are 

not relevant to the requirements of the cash basis a nd budget laws of this state and are of no significant value 

to Allen County, Kansas or the members of the general public of Allen County, Kansas; and  

 

WHEREAS, there are no revenue bond ordinances or other ordinances or resolution of said municipality 

whi ch require financial statements and financial reports to be prepared in conformity with said act for the year 

ending December 31, 2021;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas, in 

regular meeting duly as sembled this 19th day of January 2021, that the said Board of County Commissioners 

requests the Director of Accounts and Reports to waive the requirements of said law as they apply to Allen 

County, Kansas for the year ending December 31, 2021.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the said Board of County Commissioners shall cause its financial statements 

and financial reports of the said municipality to be prepared on the bases of cash receipts and disbursements as 

adjusted to show compliance with the cash basis an d budget laws of this state.   

 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Resolution 202102.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.     

 

Commissioners reviewed a Collateral Agreement between Allen County Commissioners 

and Welch Market, LLC. and Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc.  C ommissioner Daniels 

moved to approve Chairman Symes sign.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -

0-0.  Chairman Symes signed.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 11:20 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:35 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, and Robert John son, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 11:37 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:42 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 



 
Commissioner Lee asked about a Radio Frequency (RF) Study for the proposed tower.  

Discussion followed.  Chairman Symes mentioned vi siting with Sheriff Murphy about what 

has happened to come up with the current RFP.  Commissioner Lee will visit with the Sheriff.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  A State of Kansas State Finance Council Resolution 21 -726 extending the 

state of disaster emergency relating to COVID -19. 

b)  Annual reports from Fire District #3, LaHarpe/Elm Township Cemetery and 

Geneva Township.   

c)  Annual inventory from Sheriffõs office and a corrected copy of Appraiserõs 

office,   

 

 

Commissioners approved the foll owing documents:  

 

a)  Journal Vouchers - #2  

b)  Clerk Vouchers - $325,926.13 

c)  Abatements:  RE Value 25,011, $4410.26, Year 2020  

   PP Value 121, $18.44, Year 2020  

   Oil Value 850, $127.92, Year 2020  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

11:47 a.m. until Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse for regular 

meeting .   

 

 

____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    Jerry Daniels , Allen County Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   David E. Lee, Allen County Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    January 26, 2020   

 

The Allen County Board of Commi ssioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Mitch Garner, Public 

Works Directo r, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Ron Holman, Allen County 

House and Grounds Director, Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, Jason Trego, Emergency 

Manager, Lisse Regehr, Becky Voorhies, Jessica Thompson, Jonathon  Goering, Thrive Allen 

County, Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to 

observe the meeting.  

  

Commissioner Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of January 19, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, presented the cost of chip sealing the 

4 miles of road; from US Hwy 54 south on 1800 Street to Nebraska Road over to 2000 Street 

back north to US Hwy 54 and on Nebraska Road between 2000 Street and 2200 Street.  The 

cost for equipment is estimated at $20,085.00, labor of $15,797.70, pea rock at $5,000.00 

and rock at $31,255.00 and oil for $68,205.00 for an estimated total of $140,342.70.  

Discussion followed.   



 
 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff,  joined meeting  

 

Commissioner Lee thanked Mitch for going to check out an issue that came up on 

Saturday.   

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive, reported she is still waiting on the contract for the NCMM -Pilot 

Program -Allen County transportation grant.  She presented a bid list of companies who 

have buses to rent.  Masterõs Transportation out of Kansas City, MO has a 14-passenger bus 

for rent of $2,869 per month plus tax and 2,000 miles per month, or Southern Bus and 

Mobility out of Valley Park, MO for 14 -passenger bus for rent of $3,067 per month plus tax 

and 2250 miles per month; Kansas Truck does not rent buses, Diamond  Coach does not 

rent buses and United Access does not have buses.  Jessica recommended the Masterõs 

transportation which is the company the State uses and they know more about that 

service.  Discussion followed on mileage.  They both charge extra monies if  going over 

miles.  She is hoping for a March start up.  The grant is a 6 month grant and it lasts as long 

as the funding does.  December 1 will be last day of the 6 months if the 6 months do not 

start until a little later.  This cost is all grant funded.  Discussion followed on the 5311 grant 

and donations or fees.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve using Masterõs 

Transportation, David seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jessica requested to open up job applications.  Commissioners approved.  

 

Jonathon Goer ing, Thrive, discussed an airport meeting held concerning planning. He said 

the airport project is definitely a marathon not a sprint. The first thing to do is to update the 

capital improvement airport plan, then submitted to the FFA, then grant would be 

decided. Grant would be approved in 2022, airport development, land use, standard at 

the airport.  Spring of 2023 in $300,000 which would be a 90% FFA and 10% county split.  In 

the interim of the grant process someone could build but need FFA approvement ah ead 

of time.  Airport would be eligible for $150,000 for 4 years.  Commissioner Daniels explained 

short term plan is 24 acres that are available for industry developments, but has to go 

through FFA approval ð estimated around 60 days for approval; that are a is already zoned 

industrial.  Discussion followed on costs to the county. Jonathon said next step is to get the 

updated plan done.  Chairman Symes asked if the State Commerce side of things have 

been notified to let them know Allen County has 24 acres to  put industrial businesses.  

Commissioner Daniels asked about grants for utilities improvements.  Jonathon will check 

on availability.   

 

Becky Voorhies, Thrive, reported another small business qualified for CDBG -CV.  The 

funding is for them would be $2,88 1.77.  Commissioner Lee moved to approve Beckyõs 

recommendation to fund this business.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 

3-0-0. 

 

Chelsie discussed Leadership for 9 -1-1 Telecommunications Training Event.  One of her staff 

would like to attend in  Texas.  All costs will be free if they can find a way down there.  

Chelsie presented flight costs ranging from $123 to $239.  She would like to send another 

one as well but the cost would be $1,197 plus the flight ticket.  Commissioner Lee asked 

about any thing closer for training.  Chelsie explained several, most are virtual now. 

Commissioner Lee suggested one go and bring back information rather than spending for 

two.  Commissioners had consensus to approve training if in the budget.   

 

Commissioner Lee a sked about wrecker services and who has the call out list.  Chelsie 

stated on rotation bases unless the owner request specific wrecking service.   

 

Jason requested to purchase two tough book laptops from Advantage Computers.  There 

is still EOC grant monie s cover this request.  Discussion followed.  The bid is for 2 refurbished 

Toughbookõs i5/8GB Ram/245GB HD / Win 10 for $2,586.00, 2 VPN clients for $55.00 per, and 



 
2 rolling laptop cases for $71.00 each for a total of $2,834.00.  Discussion followed.  

Comm issioners requested more bids.   

 

Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds director, presented bids for work at the 

Moran Senior/Community Center.  His bid was from Superior Buildings LLC.; he had 

requested two other bids but they declined to bid. Superi or Buildings LLC bid $3,376.00 to 

replace the south exit door at the Moran Senior/Community Center. Commissioners 

reviewed the list of everything included and clean up   Commissioner Daniels moved to 

approve.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Ron discussed the blue toys in the courtyard.  He would like to put cement ring around the 

trees and fill up with sand for the yard isnõt muddy on that.  Commissioners approved Ron 

to do that.    

 

Ron requested to paint the Appraisers office since they will be painting on the new 

remodel.  Discussion followed.  Commissioners approved Ron to get bids.   

 

Sherrie requested the commissioners to appoint Joyce Allen as Cottage Grove Township 

Treasurer.  Commissioner Daniels so moved.  Commissioner Lee seconde d; motion passed 

3-0-0. 

 

Sherrie discussed the commissions appointments to the Southeast Kansas Regional 

Planning Commission.  They would like the commission to make all but the Iola 

Administrator appointments.  Commissioner Lee moved to reappoint Cole Her der, 

Humboldt City Administrator, Jerry Wallis, City of Moran Mayor, John Brocker, Allen County 

Commission representative -Allen County Realty to serve on the board and Kenny Baker, 

City of Gas Mayor to serve as alternate.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; mo tion passed 

3-0-0. 

 

Sherrie presented some statistics on Meals on Wheels for 2020.  Allen County received 

$7,264.62 in donations, paid $45,430.00 to Allen County Jail for the meals at $2.50 per meal.  

There were 18,172 meals served in 2020.  Allen County p ays $630.00 for licenses for the Law 

Enforcement Center, Humboldt Senior Center and Iola Senior Center.    

 

Sherrie discussed Services to the Elderly van.  They ran four days last week with Monday 

being a holiday.  On Tuesday they had 6 riders which count for 22 rides, Wednesday had 

4 riders for 10 rides, Thursday had 2 riders for 4 rides and Friday was 8 riders  for 21 rides.  So, 

a total of 15 riders and a total of 57 rides which on the grant equals 57 riders.  Discussion 

followed.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed a call from a Humboldt area resident asking about vaccines.  

He reached out to Rebecca Johnson, SEKMCH De partment Director, is working on when 

and where and who for the clinics.  Chairman Symes requested the public to be patient; 

we are in this together.  Rebecca said a plan would be announced soon; Commissioner 

Symes suggested residents with specific cases o r questions could check with their primary 

doctors.  Commissioner Lee reported the State of Kansas has been giving information 

SEKMCHD toward planning. The health department meets Tuesday evening and Lee will 

attend.  

 

Paul Zirjacks asked if he should go t o the Health department or his doctor.  Discussion 

followed.   

 

George Levans, citizen, joined the meeting.  He asked if the National Guard could help 

transport the vaccine.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discu ss non-

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 911 



 
Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9: 30 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at   9:40 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Cha irman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 911 

Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:41a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at   9:51 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss attorney 

client privileges.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:52 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at   9:57 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the  room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:59 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at   10:04 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commiss ioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:05 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at   10:10 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners discussed Prairie Queen Windfarm payment to Allen County.  The Regional 

Tech Center representatives will be joining the commissi on meeting next week.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed documents that need Chairman Symes signatures.  

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Chairmanõs Signature on the Kansas Works and 

Tax Exemption on the extension building at 1006 N. State, Iola, Kansas, and Extension 

Districts letter.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee reported visiting with Sheriff and a couple of engineering firms to do a 

RF and cost on the tower.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commissioners reviewed:  

a)   the annual C ottage Grove Township Cemetery report.  

b)  Allen County Fair Board Revenues and Expenditures for November 2020 and 

December 2020.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Payroll - Vacation carry over of 73.25 hours for Karie White to be used before 

August 12, 2021.  

b)  Payroll - Pay account change for Sherrie L. Riebel and Darolyn Maley   

c)  Payroll ð New hire Austin Sicka for Public Works    

d)  Payroll ð Process Service to Sheriff  employees  

e)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 1/21/2021 -$152,194.43 & 1/25/2021 -$16,274.65 

f) Abatements  RE Value 15,323, $2956.90, Yr 2019 

  RE Value 15,885, $3159.20, Yr 2020 

  PP Value 740, $149.30, Yr 2020 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Daniels moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:25 

a.m. until Monday, February 2, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the courthous e.   



 
 

 

____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    David E. Lee, Allen County Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   Jerry Daniels, Allen County Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   February 2, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m.  with Bruce 

Symes, Chairman, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County 

Public Works Director, Robert Johnso n II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County 

EMS Financial Director,  Lisse Regehr, Jessica Thompson, Jonathon Goering, Becky 

Voorhies, Thrive Allen County,  Chelsie Angleton, Interim 911, Director, Jason Trego, 

Emergency Management, Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Commissioner Lee led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on January 26, 2021.  

 

Michael Church, citizen in Carlyle, discussed the road located at 21 st 4th Street, Carlyle, 

Kansas (southwest area of town) needs maintenance.  He explained the specific need 

and requested Public Works fix it on a more permean t bases.  Mr. Church stated the school 

busses, church traffic and trash trucks are on that road all the time; the bus more than the 

trash truck.  Discussion followed.  Commissioners asked Mitch to view the road and see 

what can be done.  Mr. Church thanked  the Public Works crew for what they have done.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported he had crews out early 

Wednesday morning due to snow and slick bridges. They are still cutting trees, picking up 

branches, and mowing.   

 

Chair man Symes asked about the new grader and how it is doing.  Mitch said it takes a 

little time to get used to running a joy stick grader but as things dry out a little the vendor 

will be back for more training.   

 

Commissioners discussed grader districts. Mi tch stated there are currently 5 districts. 

Commissioners asked if he would ever think about having 6 districts.  Mitch stated at one 

time there was and when someone retired it went down to 5.  He said he would like to go 

back to 6 but they would need to h ire 2 more employees; they have a grader.  

Commissioners would like Mitch to check and figure costs.  Discussion followed.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive, discussed a grant for creating a trail at the Allen County Saint Lukeõs 

Hospital.  The grant is due February 24.  She explained they are currently working on the 

new elementary school trail.  Thrives intent would be to connect trails within the City of Iola. 

She explained in detail.  Discussion followed.  The trail would be like the other trails; out of 

the same screening.  Commissioner Lee asked about the maintenances on the hospital 

trail; would be the areas owning it?  Lisse stated mostly mowing and weed spray would be 

the most requirement.  Jessica stated it is not a matching grant, the county would be giving 

permission to use the land, no monetary commitment.  Bob Johnson said this decision is 

probably more the Hospital Facilities Board to make the actual decision; but the 

commissioners ultimately have the last say.  Lisse will discuss with the facilities boar d.  



 
 

Becky Voorhies, Thrive, discussed an application for the CDBG -CV grant. The matrix was 

provided for review.  She reported it is a business in Humboldt.  This would leave $10,381.77 

in the CDBGT -CV grant to use towards businesses.   Commissioner Lee mo ved to accept 

the application and approve Chairman Symes to sign.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Jamie Clark, Allen County Appraiser, reported she has not been able to get any more bids 

for change of value notice mailing service. S he has called 4 places but no one else called 

back; two were out of state and one in.  Jamie requested Commissioners to approved the 

bid from Postalocity.   Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the bid from Postalocity 

for $4,568.51.  Commissioner Lee sec onded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Economic Development Director, updated the commission on 

the economic development within the county.  He reported:  

 

  
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Chairman Symes asked about 4 the economic development partners and the $70,000 

budget for economic development.  He requested a budget to view how the $70,000 is 

spent.  He stated he appreciated county benefiting from grants.  Jessica stated they have 

writ ten 15 grants that did not get administered through Thrive.  Discussion followed.  

Commissioner Daniels stated it would be interested to see the total of dollars benefited 

from grants.  He requested an update on the storm shelter grants.  Lisse stated they  

received a small amount of funding for Savonburgõs storm shelter but would continue to 

work on the other small communities.    

 



 
Steve Strickler, and Vern Bruenger, joined the commission meeting for recycling discussion.  

Steve invited the commission to jo in them tomorrow at 3:00 p.m.; a spokesperson from 

Quincy recycling will be in Iola to meet with citizens on recycling.  He stated they have 

done some reorganization at the building.  Steve reported recycling the cardboard and 

paper has saved from the land fill.  They are saving on plastics as well.  Discussion followed.  

He would like to see if the Southeast Kansas could work together on a recycling project.  

He said òkudosó to Mitch for working so well with them on recycling.  Steve said he hated 

to see th e plastic bags against the fence at the landfill and they would be better off in 

recycling.  There is a group of volunteers that work the 1 st Saturday of the month usually.  

The totes are see -through and work really well; they pick them up every Saturday m orning.  

There are 124 just in Iola alone.  The 8 -yard dumpsters the county purchased for recycling 

did not work out, so the county can have them back.   Discussion followed.   

 

Kevin Heisler, USD #258 School Board member, Kay Lewis, USD #258 Superintenden t, Shane 

Walters, Union Town USD, Stacey Fager, USD #257 Superintendent, Dan Willis, USD #257 

School Board President, Kim Ensminger, USD #256 Superintendent and Steve Becker, USD 

#256 School Board President, joined the commission meeting.  Stacey explained  what all 

the Rural Tech Center is teaching; construction, welding, wind tech (partnering with Cloud 

County), CNA nursing. All four full school districts, USD #256, USD #257 and USD #258 plus 

Union Town are involved.  Stacey thanked the county for having f aith and help starting up 

of the tech center.  They currently teach 3 shifts of welding having 12 -15 students, 1 shift of 

construction with 15 students, nursing with 20 students and wind energy with 10 students.  

Commissioner Daniels gave a brief backgroun d of the windfarm funding.  The county has 

PILOT funds from the wind farms, he stated the commission felt strong about the schools 

and our childrenõs safety.  Allen County will be getting PILOT funding for 9 more years.  The 

county encourages safety and he alth, and learning of the kids in our schools.  

Commissioners presented $50,000 each to USD #256, USD #257, USD #258 and Tech 

Center.    

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director and Jason Trego, Emergency Management Director, 

presented to the commission.  Jason pre sented information for hiring a person to be hired 

to cover the position of vacated by Chelsieõs promotion as well as the need for a second 

employee.  Jason explained why they need another position to cover when current 

employees are out on vacations, sick ness and personal time and training.  He explained 

this employee would be hired as a òfloateró.  The purpose of the floater would be the first 

selection to fill in for dispatchers that have called in sick, on vacation, participating in 

training or completi ng other duties and unable to dispatch.  When not covering for 

another dispatcher the floater would be schedule to work 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. (or similar 

shift) which is statistically the busiest time of day for dispatch. Chelsie explained the support 

do cuments on leave.  They explained the overtime figures; 2184 normal hours, so an extra 

person would pay for itself.   Commissioner Daniels asked if they were looking at any grants 

to help with an extra employee?  They said statistically dispatchers spend 1 5 % of their time 

covering another shift.  Discussion followed.   

 

Jason reported other items such as NCIC, a job expected to be done by 911 Dispatch 

along with several other requirements.  Commissioner Lee stated he understands and 

supports.  Commissioner  Daniels thanked them for the information and has worked the 

saturation times.  Chairman Symes stated he has not dealt with these situations.  He asked 

about reworking the schedules.  Chelsie stated she felt if they changed to 8 hours it would 

cause negati vity in her employees.  Discussion followed.  They will bring back a plan.  Jason 

explained some comradery between law enforcement officers and dispatchers working 

the same rotations.   

 

Jason mentioned the pallet racks have been delivered but nothing on t he racks yet.   

 

Phil Drescher and Steven Euston, Bukaty representative, discussed the 2021 -2022 Allen 

County Renewal.  Discussion followed on page -by -page documentation.    Phil stated his 

recommendation would be Blue Cross/Blue Shield to save the county $190,000 per year.  



 
Discussion followed.  Commissioners will have to make a decision at least on February 9, 

2021.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion  passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Mitchell Garner, Allen 

County Public Works Director, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10 :37 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:47 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:48 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:53 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Debbie Bearden, Board Secretar y Allen County Farmerõs 

Market for the commission to approve Bruce Symes sign the application for the AC 

Farmersõ Market to Health Forward Foundation. Commissioner Daniels moved that the 

Allen County Commissioners give Bruce Symes, Chairman, authority to s ign the Health 

Forward Foundation grant application for the Allen County Farmersõ Market on behalf of 

the governing board.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Sherrie discussed COVID quarantine leave; as of December 31, 2020, the county is no  

longer is required to approve the leave as paid leave.  She suggested the employee 

present a letter from the local county health department or KDHE.   Bob stated the 

approved leave should be based on a quarantine letter.  Commissioner Lee reported the 

SEK Multi County Health Department (SEKMCHD) will be having 100 vaccines per week. He 

explained it will probably be summer before everyone who wants the vaccine gets it. There 

is information out on the County website www.allencounty.org  and on the SEKMCHD 

website. Sherrie asked about departments working with short staff.  Commissioners stated 

it is up to department heads.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve extending the 

COVID quarantine paid leave with a letter fr om the SEKMCHD or KDHE until April 6, 2021 

and review it again at that time.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee discussed reviewing the current purchasing policy; it has been 5 years 

since last review.  Currently there are 3 stages of monies for purchasing before it comes to 

the commission. He stated a couple of changes he would like to see would be  changing 

the word òAdvisedó to òmandatoryó for due diligent but not micro managing.   

 

Commissioner Lee said it will be time to review the ambulance contracts and he would 

like to have Sherrie, Terry and Roxanne Hutton, City of Iola Clerk and another city  

representative to look at the current financial base.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner 

Daniels stated there are other entities that would bid on the ambulance contract.   

 

Chairman Symes stated he will be asking department heads to bring budgets discus s with 

commissioners.   He will be scheduling one or two a week for review.  Commissioner Daniels 

requested budgets remain flat unless justified.  Sherrie explained budgets for 2022 will go 

out the first of April as soon as the first quarter expenditure ar e completed.  The budgets 

will be due back in on May 1 st.  Commissioner Daniels agreed the commission should 

requested work session for Budget Day/s.  

 

Chairman Symes asked how the construction projects are doing; Probation office, 

Appraiserõs office and Register of Deedõs office.  It was reported the Probation Office is 

about done; possibly waiting on furniture.   

 

Commissioner Daniels stated the county should consider a full time IT person.  

Commissioner Lee said the city is contemplating the same thing.   

http://www.allencounty.org/


 
 

Commissioners reviewed:  

a)  the annual reports from Humboldt Township, Iola Township, Marmaton 

Township, Salem Township, Fire District #2 -City of Iola, and Fire District #4.  

b)  Monthly cash reports from the Appraiserõs office, Attorneyõs office, Allen 

County C lerkõs office 

c)  Annual inventory reports from the Allen County Clerkõs office, Allen County 

Commission office, Moran EMS Station, Iola EMS Station, Humboldt Senior 

Center, District Court, and the Attorneyõs office. 

d)  An annual Solid Waste Financial Assurance A gency report for 2020  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $22,834.64  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #3  

c)  Payroll ð pay change for Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director  

d)  Payroll ð mileage reimbursement for Bruce Symes  

e)  Abatements ð RE Value 3730, $742.66, Year 2020 

   PP Value 4272, $862.00, Year 2020  

   Oil Value 814, $123.62, Year 2020  

f) Letter requesting shredding of 2016 Claim Vouchers, 2016 Added & Abatement 

Taxes, 2016 Daily Work, 2016 Payroll Duplicate Checks, 2016 Bank Statements, 

2016 Treasurers Daily Statements, 2016 Check Register, 2016 Motor Vehicle Daily 

Audits  

   

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

11:16 a.m. until Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    February 9, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  Lisse 

Regehr, Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County,  Chelsie Angleton, 911, Director, Ja son 

Trego, Emergency Management,  Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds, Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Counselor Johnson led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meet ing on February 2, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, reported he had crews out early Sunday, Monday and Tuesday due to 

slick roads; it was sleeting and snowing.  



 
 

Mitch updated the commission that he has sent out bids for oil and dust control.  He will 

be bringing those bids to the commissio n on February 23 rd for review.   

 

Mitch asked about placing a map on the Website for graders locations and approximate 

times. Discussion followed.  Commissioners thought that would be a good idea.   

 

Mitch discussed changing back to having 6 grader distric ts like there was several years 

ago.  It changed when a grader operator retired.  Another grader district would require 2 

more employees.  He has two graders currently as spares and when one of the new trucks 

comes in, he will keep one of the other trucks for that district for now.  Discussion followed.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds Director, presented bids for painting so the 

appraiserõs security glass can be put in.  They canõt install the security glass until the 

painting is complete.  Ron presented bids from Scott Rogers for $2,303.00, 50% up front, 

50% after, labor only, start in 2 weeks; Murry Construction, LLC for $4,280, he can start mid -

March; Superior Builders LLC for $4,9 86.00, he could start now.  The project is COVID funded 

and needs to be done by end of March.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee moved 

to accept the bid from Scott Rogers for $2,303.00.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Executive Director, discussed the proposed trail around the hospital.  

She reported the hospital board is on board.  She will bring a letter of support to be signed 

by the Commissioners to submit with the grant application.  Discussion followed o n Master 

Plan for trails within Allen County/City of Iola. Commissioner Lee asked if the proposed trail 

be included in any hospital master plan and who will be responsible for the upkeep around 

the hospital.  Lisse stated the entities whose land the trail is on would be responsible for 

maintenance; mainly mowing and spraying for weeds.  Chairman Symes requested a 

map.  Commissioner Lee requested Lisse to include whose responsibility for maintenance 

on the map.  

 

Jonathon updated the commission on the Allen C ounty Regional Airport Capital 

Improvement Plan (ACIP).  He asked if the county would like him to contract with BG 

Consultants directly to conduct a utility expansion study at the airport.  Commissioners 

requested Jonathon to get multiple bids for the engi neering of the utilityõs expansion.  

Chairman Symes asked about road access to these 24 -acre tracts at the Allen County 

Regional Airport and what all will be entailed in this plan.  Discussion followed.   

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, presented a spread sheet of information costs on the hiring 

of another employee.  It included 2020 information on overtime and wages.  



 

   
In addition to that savings, they have spaces covered if someone is sick, vacationing or 

quits.  Discussion followed on built in overtim e.  Chairman Symes discussed cross training.  

Chelsie stated yes, they cross train and position would allow the trainer to continue to train 

even if there were an emergency happening at the same time.  Commissioner Daniels 

stated in a 24/7 department overt ime hours are for certain.  Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Daniels requested a proposed budget reflecting the department salaries as 

status quo and with another person.   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, updated the commission on laptops.  Amazon does 

not have refurbished tough books so their tough books are more expensive.  Discussion 

followed.  Jason tried to get three bids, one from Advantage, one from Amazon and one 

business did not answer back.  Commissioner Lee asked why a tough book.  Jason stated  

they are not as delicate as regular net books.  He explained the difference of using them 

in the field under about any kind of weather.  The finance would be part of the grant 

monies; on the Emergency Management Grant which needs to be spent by the 19th o f 

February 2021.  Commissioners requested he investigate web costs a little more. 

Commissioners will plan to make a decision at their next meeting.   

 

Chase Waggoner, City of Iola Fire Chief, joined the meeting.  

 

Michael Burnett, EMS Director, reported:  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 
They had sent 3 to paramedic school, they have passed and are now paramedics.  

Commissioner Lee asked Michael what ways are they seeking to be more cost effective. 

Michael used medications as an example; they keep going up in costs, they are having to 

wait  on some medications.  Once they are on back order when they come in, they come 

at a higher price.  Terry Call, EMS Financial Director, explained they can charge a base 

rate on the ambulance runs but insurances donõt pay for the medications, they make them 

be write offs.  Commissioner Daniels asked who gets to pay the write offõs? 

 

Michael reported they have purchased the new ambulance.  They would like to get 

permission from the commission to add a $990.00 air purifying filter and a $300 camera in 

the   pa tientõs compartment so the driver can see the back compartment.  Michael 

explained it is a door they shut off the compartment due to COVID, so he is recommending 

both for $1,290. This could be added but later will be an extra $300 to $400. Discussion 

follo wed on safety issues having the camera and the air sanitizer would be good to have.  

Commissioner Lee moved to go ahead and add the camera and air purifying filter.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about re tro fitting other county ambulances in the future.  

Discussion followed.  Michael stated the company would be willing to come to Allen 

County to do so.  

 

Commissioners asked where the new ambulance comes from.  Michael stated the 

ambulance will be made in N orth Carolina and shipped to Columbia, Missouri.    

 

Michael stated they are having water freezing problems at the new ambulance stations.   

 

Matt Godinez, Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission (SEKRPC) Executive 

Director, and Taylor Hogue, SEKRPC Community Liaison, joined the meeting.  Matt 

explained what they can do with grants they get.  Introduced Taylor and her new position.  

Matt explained Taylorõs position will make SEKRPC more visible and active for the area.  

They helped 24 cities with the CDBG funding.  Matt reminded the commissioners that when 

the County pays their dues the funding pays for the cities within Allen County to have free 

services.   

 

Zach Smith, Universal Construction, and Archie Smith, president of Universal Construction 

President, wanted to introduce themselves and let them know they are available resource 

for construction projects Allen County might have in the future.  Commissioner Daniels 

stated more than a year ago a discussion of courtroom expansion and security entrance  

someday, but it all comes down to funding if possible; a wish list for some day.  Archie state 

they could always run cost figures for the commission. They mostly construction but can 

get architects. Commissioner Lee stated might be a need some day at the airport.   

 

Sherrie asked about hospital using the assembly room for team building.  They need a room 

away from the hospital.  Commissioners approved the use of the assembly room.  

 

Commissioners discussed Allen County health insurance.  Commissioner Lee m oved to 

approve Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance based on the recommendation by Phil Drescher 

which will save the county approximately $190,000.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -elected 

personnel. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 911 

Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselo r.  The time is now 9:40 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:50 a.m.  No action was taken  

 



 
Commissioner Lee discussed county expenses towards an IT position and the City of Iola is 

thinking the same thing.  Commissioner Daniels mentioned he visited with Co le Herder, City 

of Humboldt Administrator and possibly the City of Humboldt using an IT person.   

 

Commissioner Lee asked about formal ambulance negotiations.  Discussion followed.  

Commissioner Daniels reminded him it is a contract with the city and may n ot be in the 

future.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Symes asked what about if a bid goes out?  

Commissioner Daniels stated there might be other interested entities or vendors were pre -

COVID and may not still be interested in bidding.  Discussion followed on what 

commissioners need to be doing to get ready for either renewal with the City of Iola or 

contacting with a new service.   

 

Commissioner Lee discussed revision of the Purchasing Policy and have suggestions from 

the department heads to funnel back thr ough the County Clerk.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked about reclassification of county roads.  He used the example of 

Local Traffic Only vs all traffic.  Discussion followed. Commissioner Daniels stated vehicles 

using county roads that should not be on them will  only get worse while KDOT does their 

new highway projects in Allen and Neosho Counties.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner 

Lee mentioned it might be a consideration it in the future.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked if there isnõt an emergency purchase but maybe think about it a 

week or so after it was presented.  Commissioner Daniels stated it is something that has 

been normal practice.  Chairman Symes mentioned if it is something that is pretty cut and 

dry, they make decision, if not they can request waiting.  Maybe a case -by -case situation.   

 

Commissioner Lee stated he is waiting one more week on the engineer on the proposed 

tower.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Annual revenue and expenditure reports from Elsmore and Osage Townships.  

b)  Quarte rly report from SouthernScripts  

c)  Monthly reports from Darolyn òCrickettó Maley, Allen County Treasurer. 

d)  Annual inventory of LaHarpe Senior Center  

e)  Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agency monthly report for 

January.  

f) Fund Status report for the mon th ending January  

g)  Monthly reports of cash balance from Public Works and Noxious Weeds ð month 

ending January.  

h)  Monthly Budget Status by Fund/Department for month ending January.  

i) Letter from Kelly Law Office offering to collect delinquent taxes.  

j) Notice of fi ling from Kansas Board of Tax Appeals for property purchased at 

1006 N. State, Iola  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 2/4/2021 -$272,116.74 & 2/8/2021 -$108,381.47 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #4  

c)  Payroll ð new hire Jake R. Bland  

d)  Payroll ð vacation carry over of 20.75 hours for Misty Rice  

e)  Payroll ð food reimbursement for Jason Trego    

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 10:19 a.m. until Tuesday, February 16, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 



 
____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   February 16, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk .  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Mitch Garner, Public 

Works Director, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Chelsie Angleton, 911 

Director, Jason Trego, Allen County Emergency Manager,  was present to observe the 

meeting.  

  

Chairman Symes led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on February 9, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, reported on the roads; blades are stil l out due to 

drifting snow. Fuel pumps are freezing up, but vehicles are running.   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management, updated the commission on the utilityõs situation.  

He explained during a briefing there was a concern about use of electric and natural gas 

storage being depleted.  Southwest Power Pool activated rolling blackouts across  the 

State of Kansas.  It was only supposed to be 30 minutes to 1 hour possibly 2 to 4 hours.  They 

had lowered the possibility to a Level 2 which holds conservations.  They are going back 

to Level 3 today for the next 48 hours.  Discussion followed.  Ther e are warning places 

persons can go to if no electric to keep them warm.   

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, stated a Code Red was sent out as a warning the electric 

could be shut off for up to 2 hours; rolling blackouts.  Staff handled it quite nicely.  Th ere 

were several calls to dispatch.   

 

Chelsie reported Woodson Countyõs 911 went down for two days and Allen County 

assisted Woodson County on their calls.  Discussion about mutual aid agreements between 

surrounding counties.   

 

Jason presented bids for r efurbished tough books.  Bids were presented from Amazon for 

$699.00; Walmart for $609.22 and New Egg for $799.95 for refurbished Panasonic 

Toughbook CF -31 or Amazon for $565.00; Walmart for $689.99 and New Egg for $589.00 for 

refurbished Panasonic Toughbo ok CF-53 and the previous one from Advantage for a 

Toughbook at $2,586.00.  Discussion followed. Commissioner Lee moved to accept the 

recommendation to purchase 4 for $565.00 from Amazon for a total of $2,260.00.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion pass ed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chelsie presented information on cost savings for overtime if a floater position was 

approved.  Discussion followed.  Counselor Johnson asked if any employees count on the 

overtime.  Chelsie stated she asked what the number 1 reason is for burno ut; response is 

overtime.  Chairman Symes stated it would help mental health if vacations were taken.  

Chelsie stated she will be opening up the floater position inhouse first, then filling from 

outside.  Commissioner Daniels stated the savings of $24,000 and mental health is better.  

Discussion continued.  Chelsie stated it is 8 weeks training but it is one year before they are 



 
ever on their own in dispatch.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve an additional 

position in dispatch.  Commissioner Lee second ed; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chelsie thanked Allen County Public Works, Cities and KDOT for the great job on the roads 

during this winter blast.   

 

Chairman Symes read the contract renewal from Advantage Computer.  Discussion 

followed.  Sherrie explained how the system and software currently works.  Commissioner 

Lee discussed sharing employee with other entities; worth proceeding but not there yet. 

Commissioner Daniels stated the cost justification is there just not the implementation.    

Chairman Symes though ts would be the person could be hired by county but used by the 

entire county.  Discussion followed on security and acceptance.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed a call from the City of Iola mayor and expressed concerns on 

the services, RFPõs and negotiations on the ambulance services.  Discussion followed.  

Chairman Symes will continue to review and see what is best for the county.  Commissioner 

Lee said he has had a discussion with the mayor of Iola and the persons in the community.  

He said it is not always be st to give it to the lowest bidder and a working relationship needs 

to be maintained.  Chairman Symes wanted to express that if the county goes through a 

contract bid process, he hopes the city will bid as well.  Commissioner Daniels stated he 

looks at it as due diligent with county finances.  

 

Commissioners discussed business as usual or not.  Commissioner Daniels is okay to shut the 

courthouse down to save power for someone.  Commissioners discussed options.  

Chairman Symes moved to close to the public ef fective immediately for conservation of 

energy and only essential workers until Thursday, February 18, 2021.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss non -

elected personn el. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 

911 Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:30 a.m.  

Commission ers reconvened at 9:45 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissio ner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 

911 Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:47 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:57 a.m.  No action was taken  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 m inutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:05 a.m.   Commissioners reconvened at 10:15 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:17 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:27 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnso n, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:27 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:37 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 



 
Jason stated the Governor is declare a state of disaster due to the weather.  He will be 

attending a conference call at 12:00 noon for  an update.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers - $15,849.27 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #  

c)  Payroll - New hire Kevin R. Turner  

d)  Payroll ð Pay change for position change on Breail M. Thompson  

e)  Abatement ð RE Value 625, $84.96, Year 2020  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:45 a.m. until Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse for regular 

meeting .   

 

 

____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    Jerry Daniels , Allen County Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   David E. Lee, Allen County Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                February 23, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Lisse 

Regehr,  Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, Chelsie Angleton, Interim 911, Director, 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management,  Cole Herder, City of Humboldt Administrator,  Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Paul Zirjacks led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on February 16, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Gardn er, Allen County Public Works Director, explained that DBT Transportation 

Services LLC is who takes care of the AWOS (Automated Weather Observing System) at 

the Allen County Regional Airport.  This contract is for the whole year.   

 

Mitch requested Commissioner signatures on Annual Noxious Weed Management Plan 

and the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report 2020 as required by K.S.A.2 -

1316.  The commission agreed to sign the Herbicide distribution reports for the State of 

Kansas. 

 

Mitch presented bids for Dust Control for Allen County.  He explained the process to the 

commission.  The company lays the oil, Allen County Crews follow them with chip and seal 

rock.  Discussion followed.  He stated last year the windmill crews were taking  care of some 

of the roads so the requests were down but request might go back up this year.  A bid was 

received from Scotwood for Mag Chloride for $1.170 per gallon and 35% Calcium Chloride 

for $1.450 per gallon, 2 hours of free spray time then they charg e $85.00 per hour.  They are 

the only company still doing this work.  Discussion followed.  The charge to the Allen County 



 
residents will be $1.70 per foot.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the purchase 

from Scotwood Industries.  Commissioner Lee sec onded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Mitch presented bids for asphalt oil. Bids were received from ERGON Asphalt & Emulsions 

for RS1H for $1.79, AEP for $2.29, RS1M for $1.89, RS1P for $2.04, MC-800 no bid, pump 

charge of $80.00, demurrage 2 hours free then $90.0 0 per hour, no moving charge; Vance 

Brothers for RS-1H for $1.90, AEP for $2.22, RS1M for $1.97, RS1P for $2.10, MC-800 for $2.77, 

no pump charge, demurrage 2 hours free then $70.00 per hour; Asphalt & Fuel Supply for 

RS-1H no bid, AEP no bid, RS1M no bid,  RS1P no bid, MC -800 for $2.20, pump charge at 

$75.00, demurrage 2 hours free then $75.00 per hour, 48 hours lead time if possible; Coastal 

Energy for RS-1H for $2.01, AEP for $2.09, RS1M for $2.11, RS1P for $2.26, MC-800 for $2.09, 

pump charge at $75.00, demurrage 2 hours free then $75.00 per hour; Wright Asphalt RS -

1H for $2.35, AEP no bid, RS1M for $2.35, RS1P for $2.35, MC-800 no bid, pump charge at 

$100.00, demurrage 2 hours free then $80.00 per hour, 24 hour notice for load request. 

Mitch discussed la st yearõs cost. Mitch would like to get RS-1H, AEP, RS1M, RS1P from 

ERGON Asphalt & Emulsions and Coastal Energy for MC -800.  Commissioner Lee moved to 

approve the purchase of RS -1H, AEP, RS1M, RS1P from ERGON Asphalt & Emulsions and 

Coastal Energy for MC -800. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Mitch reported it would cost approximately $93,000 to add another blade/grader district.  

This is not counting payroll for two more employees. Commissioner Daniels asked if current 

budget will all ow the cost of another district.  Mitch stated he will make it work in this yearõs 

budget and will budget it for next year.  Discussion followed.  Adding another district would 

allow blades/grader operators to get around a little quicker on road maintenanc e.  

Chairman Symes said that way County residents can expect better road service by 

increasing districts.   

 

Chairman Symes asked about a laydown machine.  Mitch is getting information on the 

different kinds of machines at this time; costs would be less th an $100,000 on used and 

more on a new machine.  Discussion followed.   

 

Mitch stated the next step would be the commissionõs approval for 2 new positions to 

create the 6 th district.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee moved to authorize Public 

Works Director to instigate the hiring of 2 CDL positions. Commissioner Daniels seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, reported she and Jason helped with the vaccine drive for 

85 persons last Thursday. And again, this week for 75 and older .  The serve from 8 a.m. until 

they run out.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff joined the meeting.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, presented idõs cards to the commission to use for local 

disasters should they happen.  

 

Jason said Severe Weather Prep aredness Week next week, he explained what is what.  

Tuesday a state wide Tornado at 10:00 a.m.  Jason presented statistics for the county and 

state.   

 

Jason reported Allen County had severe weather in the past.  Storm Fury on the Plains in 

March 2, 4, 10 , 23, 25 and 29 virtual on line; there will not be a charge for reviewing this.  

They are requesting the public sign up on the National Weather Serviceõs website.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Loren Korte, and Matt Korte, PSI Insurance joined the meeting.  

 

Jason discussed Local Disaster Declaration for Allen County during the cold and utility 

issues was made verbally on Friday, February 19, 2021 and expecting a Resolution today, 



 
February 23, 2021.  He explained what all it would or would not do.  Cole reported the 

presentation he made to the Humboldt city council.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commissioners reviewed Resolution #202104 declaring a State of Local Disaster:  
 

RESOLUTION # 202104 AND PROCLAMATION 

 

 

PROCLAMATION of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for Allen County, Kansas:  

 

 WHEREAS on the 23rd day of February, 2021, the Board of Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas 

finds that certain conditions have caused, or eminently threaten to cause wide -spread or severe 

damage, injury or loss of li fe or property in disaster proportion in Allen County, Kansas;  

 

 WHEREAS, such conditions have created obstructions which endanger health, safety and welfare 

of persons and property within the border of Allen County, Kansas.  

 

 Now, therefore, be it resolve d by the Board of Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas:  

 

 That the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas, under and by virtue of the 

authority vested in it by K.S.A. 1976 Supp. 48 -932, does hereby PROCLAIM that a State of Local 

Disaster Emergency exists.  

 

 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that the area within the border of Allen County, Kansas 

covered by this proclamation/ resolution is the entire area of Allen County, Kansas.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Board has all rights and/or powers to perform such functions as 

are vested in said Board by and through the provisions of the Kansas Emergency Preparedness Act 

of 1975.  

 

 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that this resolution shall remain in effect for a period of 

seven (7) days unless terminated earlier or renewed by consent of the governing body.  

 

 ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF ALLEN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THIS 23rd DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Resolution #202104 to help the citizens of Allen 

County .  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jason stated KDEM says there will be no reimbursement for FEMA, but the state is saying 

there needs to be something.  So, he stated that is a big reason to be ready.  

 

Chairman Symes asked about the Storm Spotterõs for Allen County.  Jason said he keeps 

track of trained spotters.  Discussion followed.  He stated the National Weather Service 

does count on Allen County having òEyes on the Groundó.   

 

Commissioner Daniels a sked about the Grants for the storm shelters.  Jason stated they 

were approved in the first round but not the second.  They will keep applying for them 

each year.   

 

Lisse discussed a letter of support for the trail around the hospital for a grant.  Commis sioner 

Daniels moved to approve the Chairman sign. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Lisse spoke to about the transportation being delayed due to lack of applications for 

drivers.  The ad will be running again.  

 

Loren Korte, PSI, spoke to t he commission about the renewal for Allen County with the EMS 

Insurance going up due to the county having 3 new buildings, and new vehicles.  The 2020 

cost was $196,498 and this year is $219,031.  Matt reviewed the increased per summary 

line: 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Commissioners discussed wind, hail and flood insurance.  Matt stated the equipment has 

flood, but need to review the Senior Center by the creek to see if it is in the flood zone.  

Loren explained once in a while Allen County gets a dividend bac k but last one was in 

2019 for around $3,100.   Commissioners requested to review the policy for a week or two.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed the communicable disease insurance.  Matt explained the 

county cannot purchase it; it is not available through EMC.  L oren explained it is impossible 

to prove where a person came up with the virus.  Discussion followed.   

 

Loren reported the clinic in Moran that is owned by the county within the hospital property 

had a broken pipe and he reported the clean up is completed.   

 

Phil Drescher, Bukaty, discussed Allen Countyõs change to Blue Cross Blue Shield employee 

health ins urance.   He reviewed current to maximum verses expected funding.  

Commissioner Daniels moved to freeze.  Motion died from lack of a second.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss attorney 

client.   Commissioner Lee   seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the ro om will be 



 
Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 10:05 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:15 a.m.  

No action was taken.  

 

Phil continued to discuss insurance with Blue Cross Blue Shield.  Commissioner Daniels 

moved to freeze the cost for dependents using figure 2 for employees.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee discussed the Allen County logo.  H e said it has been around since 

1992/1993; he would like to refresh it.  Commissioner Lee stated he wondered if it needs to 

be refreshed explaining his thoughts.  No action taken at this time.  

 

Commissioners reviewed:  

a)  Logan Township annual report  

b)  Monthly transaction report from the Register of Deeds  

c)  Bond Activity Statement Summary as of 01/31/2021.  

d)  Letter from FEMA on the Flood Insurance Rate Map  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 2/18/2021 -$191,392.57 & 2/22/2021 -$24,781.61  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #5 & 6  

c)  Payroll ð pay change for Karen Kimball  

d)  Payroll ð 6 month raise for Ethan Tavarez  

e)  Payroll ð 12 month raises for Dalton Altis and Jeanne L. Carson  

f) Payroll ð Process service payments to 5 sheriff deputies and staff.  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 10:33 a.m. until Tuesday, March 2, 2 021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                     March 2, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Bruce 

Symes, Chairman, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commiss ioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  

Jonathon Goering,  Thrive Allen County,  Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, Jason Trego, 

Emergency Management, was present to observe the meeting.   

  

Trevor Hoag led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on February 23, 2021.  

 



 
Kim Riebel, 24 years, Deb Ludlum 16 years, Curtis Ellis, 8 years, Marla Hough, 8 years, Thomas 

Fudge, 8 years, Brian Rutherford, 8 years, were recognized for their years of service.  

Chairman Symes presented certificates to the employees.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Al len County Public Works Director, reported patching potholes and 

trimming trees.  He had a crew out picking up trash at the landfill last week.   

 

Mitch presented one type of pothole patcher; SP5 Spray Injection by In Pave.  Discussion 

followed.  He will b e getting more information for other types.  The crews have been 

patching but still more to work on.    

 

Mitch discussed the road use agreement with the windfarm and what still needed to be 

done.   

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about the chip and seal once the weather warms up.  Mitch 

stated it would have to be above 50 and stay that way.   

 

Jason Trego, Emerge ncy Management Director, state wide tornado drill at 10:00 a.m. 

during this week òNational Severe Weatheró.  There are webinars available at certain times 

going to  https://www.weather.gov/ict/spotte rtalks     

 

Jason reported that Allen County is in a real high fire watch today.  Discussion followed.  

Control burn are usually always called in to 911 for advisement.  

 

Jason discussed the security id cards.   

 

Commissioner Lee asked if dispatch was able  to set off the sirens throughout the county.  

Jason said yes.  Today is a test stage State wide.   

 

Jason mentioned the chairs and laptops are all in and complete in the EOC.  He reported 

the grant is complete and working on finalizing.  

 

Commissioner Dan iels discussed storm shelters for Mildred, Petrolia and other 

unincorporated areas.  Some of the shelters are a good cost.  Terry had gotten bids last 

year; he will get the bids again.  Commissioners discussed the above ground storm shelters 

for the area.  

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Economic Development Director, updated the commission on 

a couple of projects at the Allen County Regional Airport.  He explained in detail what all 

is going on with grants and or projects.  Allen County Regional Airport will be  able to apply 

for grants.  Commissioners agreed they would like the RFQ.  

 

Jonathon presented information for the Utility Expansion Study.  He will with commission 

approval send out info to three interested vendors.  Commissioners approved for Jonathon 

to send to the three interested vendors. Discussion followed.   

 

Commissioner Symes discussed the renewal of the EMC Insurance and adding flood 

insurance.  He said Terry found out the senior center on state street and part of the 911 

building  

 

Commissioner L ee discussed the City of Iola on rules/policy for incentives. Would it be 

something the county needs to consider.  Discussion followed.  Jonathan said Thrive had 

this conversation with Bourbon Countyõs Economic Development and he will share with 

the commis sion.   

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non -elected 

personnel. Commissioner Daniels; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman 

Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II,  Allen County 

https://www.weather.gov/ict/spottertalks


 
Counselor.  The time is now 9:05 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:10 a.m.  No action 

was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 

Attorney -Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:12 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:22 a.m.  N o action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss 

Attorney -Client contract negotiations.  Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

Those in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commis sioner Daniels, Terry 

Call, EMS Financial and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:30 

a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:45 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to dis cuss 

Attorney -Client contract negotiations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-

0.  Those in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, 

Terry Call, EMS Financial and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The t ime is now 

9:45 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:00 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 

Attorney -Client contract negotiations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-

0.  Those in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, 

Terry Call, EMS Financial and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 

10:05 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:15 a.m.  No action was taken.  
 

Commission er Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 

Attorney -Client contract negotiations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-

0.  Those in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, 

Terry Call, EMS Financial and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 

10:16 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:26 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Monthly reports for Public Works, Register of Deeds, App raiser, County Clerk, 

Attorneyõs office 

b)  PSI statement on a 2021 Cat Grader and deleting and adding a F150  

c)  Notice of Hearing for Jerry B. Hathaway  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $19,065.59  

b)  Journal Vouchers - # 7 & #8 for 2021 and #78 for 2020.  

c)  Abatements ð PP Value 708, $139.18, Year 2020  

  TR Value 1626, $220.92, Year 2020 

  TR Value 96, $13.20, Year 2019 

  Oil Value 480, $77.20, Year 2020  

    

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:30 a.m. until Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 8:30 a. m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                        March 9, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  Lisse 

Regehr, Jonathon Goering, & Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, Chelsie Angleton, 

911 Director, Breail Thompson, 911 Dispatcher, Jason Trego, Emergency Management, 

and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman Symes l ed the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 2, 2021.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Director, presented grassland fire danger for the next few days 

as sent out form the National Weather Service (NW S).  Discussion followed.  Jason reported 

there were several grass fires over the weekend as reported by the NWS. He explained the 

fire departments will be going out to check to see the situation.  Jason stated one was not 

intentional.  Jason stated the re commendation for a fire ban at least through Wednesday.  

A resolution was reviewed:  
RESOLUTION NO. 202105  

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

A RESOLUTION INSTITUTING A BURN BAN FOR 

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

WHEREAS, on this 9th day of March, 2021, the Commissioners find that dangerous conditions continue to exist in 

the unincorporated areas of Allen County, Kansas due to excessively dry and windy weather and that the 

potential for fires which could cause dama ge to both persons and property has greatly increased; and  

 

WHEREAS, the current conditions endanger the health, safety and welfare of persons and property within the 

borders of Allen County, Kansas and that a burn ban should be imposed in the unincorpora ted areas of Allen 

County, Kansas until weather conditions change.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas does hereby resolve as follows:  

g)  That pursuant to K.S.A. 48 -932, a local emergency exists within Allen County, Kansas.  

 

h) That the entire unincorporated area of Allen County, Kansas is covered by this resolution.  

 

i) That the Board of County Commissioners has all rights and powers to perform such functions as 

are vested in said Board by and through the provisions of the Kansas Eme rgency Preparedness 

Act of 1975.  

 

j) That a ban on all open burning, inclusive of any type of controlled burning of grass, brush, weeds, 

trees, trash or debris as well as campfires and including fireworks within the unincorporated area 

of Allen County, Kansas  shall go in effect immediately on Tuesday, March 9th, 2021 with the 

following exceptions:  

 

(a). Building, maintaining, attending or using an open fire or campfire in permanent stoves or 

fireplaces or barbeque grills in developed recreational sites or resi dential sites.  

 

(b). Prescribed burning for crop production or grassland management may only be conducted 

upon the written permission of and upon the specific conditions required  by the Allen County 

Sheriff, Bryan Murphy.  

 



 
k) This burn ban shall remain in eff ect until midnight Wednesday, March 10, 2021 as per the Board of 

County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas.  

 

l) A violation of this resolution shall constitute a Class A Misdemeanor punishable under the  

Laws of the State of Kansas, and the Sheriff of Allen County, Kansas his deputies and authorized 

agents shall have the authority to enforce this resolution and the provisions therein.  

 

RESOLVED THIS 9th DAY OF March, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Lee stated he would support it.  Commissioner Daniels stated there are a lot 

of Farmers trying to get ready for planting but with the high winds a burn ban should be in 

place.  Commis sioner Lee moved to adopt Resolution 202105 to start immediately with the 

end date to be Wednesday midnight.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -

0-0. 

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Jason discussed the $100,000,000  loan relief for cities struggling with high utilities costs.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, reported the emergency fire dispatch has been working 

toward fire accreditation towards ACE (Accredited Center of Excellence) They had be en 

working with the national liaison to get there. They getting ACE certification.  

 

Chelsie introduced Breail Thompson as her Deputy 911 Director.    

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, Chelsie and Jason discussed CDBG grant which 

will possibly add sto rm shelters in to the grant requests.  Jessica reported public comments 

will be on March 25 and a decision would be made after that to include storm shelters or 

not.  Chelsie stated Carlyle, Petrolia, Allen County Regional Airport, Elsmore and Savonburg 

wo uld like to have storm shelters installed.  Lisse Regehr, Thrive Executive Director, discussed 

Thrive helping Chelsie and Jason to apply for this CDBG grant.  The grant itself is due in 

October.  There are six on the list.  They want to put 2 in Savonburg because of the rail line.  

Commissioners asked about LaHarpe, Gas and Moran.  They were looking at $23 -25,000 

per shelter.  The grants will not pay retroactively.  Commissioner Daniels suggested waiting 

a year to get more grants and be able to provide for more communities.  Jessica talked 

about the òimmediateó need for shelters and why they would get approved easily, 

especially with the unincorporated towns.  Chairman Symes asked if letters of support are 

needed from these areas.  Jessica responded that yes , they are requesting comments via 

email.  Jason said March ð May is when the worst of the tornadoes hit. Commissioners 

proposed they go forward with the grant.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, discussed utilities for a KDOT bridge replacement at  

2200th Street and South Dakota Road; utilities are not in the countyõs right of way so it will 

cost approximately $15,270 to have it removed. He presented an agreement between 

Heartland Rural Electric and Allen County to move the utilities.  Mitch explain ed the KDOT 

bridge will be an 80/20% for the replacement.  Mitch explained the process.  Discussion 

followed.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the agreement with Heartland Rural 

Electric and Allen County.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive, updated the transportation grant.  The application process will 

be going through next week.  There have been 61 round trips for Thrive, ½ were in Allen 

County for needs.  The driver does not require a CDL license to drive the  van.  Once we 

have the driver we will be up and going in a few weeks.  Once set up it will go for 6 months.  

No fee will be charged at this time.  Chairman Symes explained commission has discussed 

not charging a fee during this PILOT program.  Commissione r Lee stated if we donõt charge 

a fee during the PILOT then we are really getting a true assessment of use.  Discussion 

followed.  Commissioners would be the ones making the decision to charge or not.  

Commissioner Lee stated it should be however it will b e long going.  Lisse Regehr, Thrive 

Executive Director, stated they could ask their current riders if a fee was charged would 



 
they still use it; then bring results back to the county.  Discussion followed. Each 

Commissioner expressed their thoughts towards  this service.  Sherrie explained the 

difference between a 5310 Elderly and 5211 General transportation.  Commissioners will 

see what Thrive riders express their opinion.   

 

Sheriff reported a bid for impounds T&J sold to Pierson so maybe bids need redone.   He 

and Counselor Johnson are working on bids.  Discussion followed. Commissioners 

approved.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed Property insurance for Allen County.  Commissioner Lee moved 

to accept the renewal with PSI for property liability and casualty for $2 19,031.00.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners discussed the Flood Insurance proposal.  Mitch discussed the 2007 flood 

and damage at the shop.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed a call requesting more space at the Senior Center on State 

Street.   

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session  for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege zoning and possible litigation.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner 

Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  

The time is now 9:25 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:35 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Le e seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:37 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:57 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Cha irman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:10 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss non -elected 

personnel.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 10:12 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:27 a.m.  No action was take n. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Matthew Rehder, City of Iola Administrator, 

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to accept the retainer for Advantage Computer contract.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion pas sed 3-0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes discussed a Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Allen County, 

Kansas EMS Service Negotiations with the City of Iola. Chairman Symes moved to sign the 

memorandum and send back to the city.  Commissioner Lee seconded; Chairman Sy mes 

read the agreement.  He stated commissioners would be cognizant of the service to Allen 

County and would do what is best for the county as a whole.  Motion passed 2 -1-0.  

Commissioner Daniels voted ònoó.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the following document s: 

a)  Flood insurance information  



 
b)  Monthly fund status report  

c)  Monthly budget status report  

d)  Monthly Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance report  

e)  Monthly Noxious Weed Dept  

f) Monthly Treasurerõs reports 

g)  Information on Shelter/Saferoom Prices  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 3/4/2021 - $295,663.29 & 3/8/2021 - $8,087.42  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #  

c)  Payroll ð approved vacation carry -over for Ron Holman for 50 hours and Jill  

Allen for 39.75 to be used before September 1, 2021.  

d)  Payroll ð new hires Courtney C. Arell for dispatch, and Haley Kimball for 

Sheriffõs office.   

e)  Payroll ð merit increase for Karen Kimball  

f) Abatements - RE Value 4268, $847.14, Year 2020  

   PP Value 603, $87.08, Year 2020 

   TR Value 92, $20.10, Year 2020 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:38 

a.m. until Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      March 16, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with C hairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register , Daniel Schowengerdt, Allen County Counselor representative , 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Roy 

Smith, Allen County Undersheriff, Jonathan Goering, Thrive Allen County Economic 

Director, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen  was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 9, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, reported on roads due to all the rain.  They are still 

fixing washouts and have been working overtime to fix them.  More rain is expected 

Wednesday.  

 

Carl Slaugh, City of Iola Counselman, joined the meeting.   

 

Mitch reported the low water bridges and low roads still have water over them.  He stated 

all the e quipment is up and running well.   

 



 
Jonathon Goering, Thrive, reported still collecting bids for utility expansion study which are 

due April 2 nd , 2021.  The RFQ is done for the Allen County Regional Airport layout plan; 

working with the airport engineer. T hey presented to FFA and they were good with the 

plan. He would like to get the utility expansion study underway first.    

 

Johnathon stated he would like to visit sometime in the future about landbanks for Allen 

County.  

 

Jonathon also discussed housing ta sk force committee meetings reporting they are held 

monthly.  They had their 1 st Steering committee last week with the agency they are working 

with to do the housing study for Allen County.   They have the housing task force and the 

steering committee both  agencies working together currently. Commissioner Daniels 

mentioned having more jobs than housing, so it is very important.   

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of CASA and Hope Unlimited permission to ôplantõ a Pinwheel 

Garden in the flower beds in the center of the square on March 30 th.  This is for Child Abuse 

Prevention Month.  Commissioners approved.   

 

Commissioners reviewed Humanity Houseõs request for a letter of support so they can 

apply for a grant from Health Forward Foundation.   Commissioner Daniels  moved to send 

a letter of support.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commissioners discussed a letter from Roger Carswell, Southeast Kansas Regional Library 

Director, reporting Mandy Specht has resigned her position as the Allen County A ppointee 

to the System Board of the Southeast Kansas Library System.  Roger explained Jennifer 

Taylor has agreed to serve in Mandyõs position if commissioners would like to appoint her.  

Commissioner Lee moved to accept Roger Carswellõs nomination of Jennifer Taylor as the 

Allen County Appointee to the System Board of the Southeast Kansas Library System. 

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Roy reported the Law Enforcement roof has been leaking on the north side in the 

administration offices .  Discussion followed.  Borenõs has fixed.   

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege negotiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in 

the room will be Chairman Symes, C ommissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial Director, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Daniel Schowengerdt, Allen 

County Counselor representative.  The time is now 9:40 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened 

at 9:55 a.m.  No action wa s taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Bond Activity Statement Summary for Jail bond  

b)  Letter from United State Senate Roger Marshall  

 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerks Journal Vouchers - $305,573.33 

b)  Journal Vouchers for prior year 2020 - #79  

c)  Journal Vouchers for current year - #9 & #10  

d)  Payroll ð enrollment for new employee Karma Knavel, for detention officer  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner D aniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

9:57 a.m. until Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse for regular meeting .   

 

 



 
____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    Jerry Daniels , Allen County Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   David E. Lee, Allen County Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   March 23, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  Lisse 

Regehr, Jonathon Goering, and Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, Chelsie Angleton,  

911 Director, Jason Trego, Emergency Man agement, Dan Kayes, Bowlus Fine Arts Center 

Executive Director, Carla Nemecek, Southwind Extension District Executive Director, and  

Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds Director , was present to observe the 

meeting.  

  

Ron Holman led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 16, 2021.  

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Carla Nemecek, Southwind Extension District Executive Director, presented pictures of the 

windows at the new extension district office building on State Street.  She requested to get 

bids and replace the windows in the building.  Commissioners approved her  to get bids.   

 

Chairman Symes asked Counselor Johnson about the Memorandum of Understanding 

with Southwind Extension District.  Counselor Johnson discussed the MOU stated Allen 

County would maintain insurance and upkeep on the building for now. He added the roof 

will be a future need.   

 

Mitchell Gardner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported the crews are still 

addressing washouts and potholes.  They are trimming trees and fixing signs, pulling brush 

out of the creeks to keep water from backing up  because it is too wet to grade roads.  

Commissioners expressed their appreciation on a quick response on fixing potholes.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management, and Jeremy Bulk, City of Humboldt representative, 

were present.  Jason discussed Bryan Rasp, Sil ver Jacket Agency, offering a service that 

coordinates flood forecast inundation maps for the Neosho River in Allen County.  He 

discussed pros of the project and what would help the county.  Jason presented pictures 

to show the benefits of doing this with other county examples.   He stated costs are high 

for a project like this but the federal cost share at $45,000 and cities/countyõs share would 

be $4,000; $1,333.00 would be Allen Countyõs portion if each City of Iola and City of 

Humboldt participate.  The  funding would be due in July 2022 but they would start the 

process to be ready at that time.  Chairman Symes discussed whether this is based on the 

2019 flooding.  Jason stated yes, it did prompt it.  Discussion followed on flood reporting.   

 

Commissione r Daniels asked Jason to check on the grant funding that covers the storm 

shelters to see if they also cover storm warning systems.  The City of Gas would like another 

storm siren. Jason will check on it.  

 



 
Sheriff Murphy asked about the geographical study . 

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, discussed having trainings coming to Allen County.  She 

explained the òHostage Negotiationsó class to be held May 25th at the Bowlus and how it 

would benefit Allen County 911 Communications.  She asked for the commissionõs blessing; 

40 seats as a max since it is an on hands training.  Registrations will be taken and reimbursed 

back into the department.  

 

Chelsie explained the other class is Phil Chalmers.  She explained Mr. Kayes with the Bowlus 

if any questions about usin g the Bowlus.  Allen County 911 budget would pay and open it 

up for registrations to make up the cost and put overage in the training fund.  Discussion 

followed.  It is a very engaging training and very beneficial to host in Allen County; open 

first to the  law enforcement, school administration, counselors, probation officers, social 

workers and anyone that works with kids.  If not full would open up to the State of Kansas, 

then surrounding States.  Chairman Symes asked Dan Kayes about restrictions due to 

COVID.  Dan explained the limits of seating and availability.    Commissioners approved 

both classes to be hosted by 911.   

 

Dan stated it is a great use of the Bowlus because we are the hub of the Southeast Kansas.   

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County,  announced Allen County was awarded the KDOT 

5311 Transportation grant; it will allow us to move forward and establish a public 

transportation in Allen County.  She discussed the match for administration costs would be 

$5,193.80 and capital $13,407.00 and operating matched at 100% until they run out of 

CARE funding.  Jessica discussed the surveys for fees and response to goodwill or $1.00 

and not doing charge.  Commissioner Lee discussed this grant for Allen County.  Sherrie 

reminded the commission the PILO T grant is a different grant than KDOTõs grant.  Jessica 

explained the difference.  Commissioner Lee asked about more detail on the KDOT grant.  

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, explained the riders they have now is 

because the need is  great in Allen County.  She gave an example of situations.  Discussed 

followed.  

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County Economic Director, reported Peerless started 

production manufacturing yesterday in Allen County.  They have hired more than 20 

employe es which is above the requirement.   

 

Commissioner Daniels stated they are laying the ground work for utilities at the Allen 

County Regional Airport if manufacturing plants are interested in building there.   

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Debbie Bearden,  Allen County Farmerõs Market Board 

Secretary, to use the Southeast Corner of the Iola Square every Thursday evening from 

May 6 th  through October, from 5:05 p.m. to 7:10 p.m. for the purpose of accommodating 

the Allen County Farmersõ Markets where the vendors who sell from their vehicle will be set 

up in the street and those who are willing to carry their merchandise onto the grass to sell 

from a table or display will be setup on the courthouse yard.  They understand there are 

to be no vehicles on the grass .  Commissioner Lee moved to allow the Farmersõ Market to 

use the southeast corner of the courtyard. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Sheriff Murphy discussed the American Rescue Act signed into law; he asked the 

commissioners to consider the essential workers for the funding approved the county.  This 

would be for the over and above and beyond the duty.  Public Works, dispatchers, law 

enforcement, and others required to work.  Commissioners requested the department 

heads discuss at a department head meeting.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss attorney 

client. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion pa ssed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 



 
County Counselor.  The time is now 9:28 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:38 a.m.  No 

action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels mov ed to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss   

Privilege negotiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial Director, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 9:40 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:55 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss   

Privilege negotiations.   Commissioner Lee se conded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial Director, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 9:56 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:11 a.m .  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss   

Privilege negotiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial Director, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 10:13 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:28 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to dis cuss   

Privilege negotiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial Director, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is n ow 10:29 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:39 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss   non -

elected personnel.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 10:40 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:50 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners appro ved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 3/18/2021 -$162,483.68 & 3/22/2021 -$296,252.29  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #11 & #12  

c)  Payroll ð Denied 52.75 hours of vacation to be carried over as per Allen County 

Personnel Policy for Daren Kellerman but did approve 66 hours of vacation to 

be carried over for 6 months to be used by September 11, 2021.   

d)  Payroll ð Approved vacation carry over of 53 hours for Debra Ludlum to be 

carried over for 6 months to be used by  November 17, 2021.  

e)  Payroll ð 7 Process Server for processing more than 25 papers.  

f) Abatements  PP, Value 1594, $312.80, Year 2020  

  

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:56 a.m. until Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

cour thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 



 
___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               March 30, 2021 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissione rs met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Commissioner Daniels, Commissioner Lee, and Jill Allen, Allen County Deputy 

Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen 

County EMS Finan cial Director, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Ron 

Holman, Allen County House and Grounds Director, Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director,  Roy 

Smith, Allen County Undersheriff , Lisse Regehr, Jonathan Goering and Jessica Thompson, 

Thrive, Sherrie L Riebel, Allen County Clerk, Carl Slaugh and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was 

present to observe the meeting.  

  

Chelsie Angleton led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 23, 2021.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported on patching pot holes south 

of Petrolia and around Tank Farm road.  He mentioned the landfill expansion paperwork 

has begun.  The space is already dug out from crushing rock, Schwab Eaton does all  the 

surveying and it will be bid out to contractors.  Commissioner Lee asked how much taller 

will it get.  Mitch said not much and can get an exact measurement if needed.  

Commissioner Daniels asked about gravel roads and being washed out, he stated Mitch õs 

department is doing a good job keeping up with it.   

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, reported that hostage negotiation training and Phil 

Chalmers training is booked.  Allen County 911 now has a facebook page.  April is National 

911 Education month.  Co mmissioner Daniels mentioned the emergency management 

page.  Chairman Symes asked about Fury on the Plains. Chelsie said she doesnõt have any 

info on it yet.   

 

Lisse and Jessica presented a Transportation Cost Breakdown sheet and an Allen County 

Non -Emerg ent Transportation sheet.   Any decision the commissioners make about fares 

and/or services is for year 2. Free will donations is what was decided for year 1.  Three parts: 

Operations, Administration & Capital.   Jessica then went over the cost breakdown f or 

Years 1,2 & 3.  The Cares Act money for year 1 was not included in the presented 

information.  Jessica explained the pie chart showing the types of trips that were done 

October 1, 2020 -March 19,2021.  Commissioner Lee asked about where do the riders liv e.  

Lisse stated they can provide the town/township they are coming from. Commissioner Lee 

asked where most of the riders are coming from.  Jessica said probably Iola.  Commissioner 

Daniels said it would be interesting to see how many trips are being made to our grocery 

stores.  How many transportation opportunities are there:  Thrive, Allen County Services to 

Elderly, SEK Mental Health and SEK -CAP (doesnõt include Allen).  Jessica said once the 

public transportation is up and running, they will just do the  out of county trips for medical, 

DCF and grocery shopping.  Thrive will continue the òsafety netó trips.  Sherrie reported that 

SEK-CAP is their own entity. She said that our elderly van was down yesterday, so thatõs 

when the other service got the elderly  calls.  Jessica offered to work with Sherrie to 

incorporate the Thrive transportation with Allen Countyõs.   

 

Jonathan Goering, Thrive, shared an email he received announcing that Allen County 

airport is eligible for airport Coronavirus grant program.  There is $2 billion nationwide 

available.  He stated he will work with Counselor Johnson and Mitch to see about t his 

program for our airport.  Chairman Symes mentioned a tour of Peerless next week.  

Jonathan will get back with Bruce on that.   



 
 

Ron Holman was present to hear Chairman Symes share an email from band director for 

Iola High School requesting permission t o use the courthouse on Saturday April 24 for 

restrooms.  Undersheriff reminded commissioners that the Sheriffõs office is always there and 

so someone else isnõt probably needed for that day.   

 

 

Donita Garner, Hope Unlimited and Aimee Daniels, CASA and ot hers representing these, 

as well as volunteers, joined the meeting; Megan Meiwes, Nina Johnson, Amy Roeder, 

Robert Poydack, Robin Hixon, Jennifer Wilson, Cynthia Jacobson and Judge Creitz. Donita 

asked commissioners to sign the proclamation declaring April  Child Abuse Awareness 

month.  Aimee explained pinwheels for prevention coloring contest.  The judging this year 

will be Monday April 12 at St. Johnõs Parish Hall.  Commissioner Lee asked the background 

on the pinwheels and the blue.  Aimee explained the h istory of such.  The symbol is the 

bright blue pinwheel.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the signing of the 

proclamation making April Child Abuse Awareness month, Commissioner Lee seconded, 

motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commissioners recessed for 10 minut es to participate in the placing of the pinwheels.  The 

time is now 9:10 a.m.   

 

Commissioners reconvened at 9:20 a.m.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Attorney -Client 

Privilege, Commissioner Lee seconded, motio n passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 9:22 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners, and Robert Johnson II.  Commissioners reconvened 

at 9:32 a.m.  No action taken.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Non -elected 

perso nnel, Commissioner Lee seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 9:32 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners, Sherrie L Riebel and Robert Johnson II.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 9:42 a.m.  No action taken.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into  executive session for 15 minutes for Contract 

negotiations, Commissioner Lee seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 9:42 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners and Sherrie L Riebel.  Commissioners reconvened at 

9:57 a.m.  No action taken.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes for Non -elected 

personnel, Commissioner Lee seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 9:57 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners and Sherrie L Riebel.  Commissioners reconvened  at 

10:12 a.m.  No action taken.   

 

Commissioners reconvened.  Chairman Symes read the Memorandum of Understanding 

regarding Drug Court.  Commissioner Lee moved to sign the MOU, Commissioner Daniels 

seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $9,642.58 

b)  Payroll documents approved ð Vacation carryover for Marla Wilson and Wayne 

Carson.   Mileage reimbursement for Karie White.     

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motio n passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:23 a.m. until Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .  



 
____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Jill Allen, Allen County Deputy Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                            April 6, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Comm issioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Lisse 

Regehr, Becky Voorhies , & Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, Chelsie Angleton, 

Interim 911, Director, Jason Trego, Emergency Management, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was 

present to observe the meeting.  

  

Lisse Regehr led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on March 30, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, reported patching 9 th Street at Humboldt.   

 

Mitch reported issues on 1800 Street on Nebraska Rd. to 2000 Street; it needs to be torn up 

and returned to gravel to get a good base under it.  Discussion followed. Mitch said it will 

probably be a two -week project and it will stay gravel for a while.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed the old highway north of Iola and the need for a patch job.  

Discussion followed on a laydown machine used for fixing pot holes.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Director, updat ed the commission.  Iola is agreeable to split the 

cost of the flood study.   

 

Jason reported on Storm Fury on the Plains virtual training.  There were 904 signed up 

statewide, 631 attended but unsure how many from Allen County signed up and listened 

to th e virtual class.  

  

Jason stated there will be a LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) next week, 

elections at that meeting, reminders will go out.  This committee meets to qualify for grants 

and keep Allen County safe and aware.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 91 1 Director, was present but did not have anything to report.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes , Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, to include Rebecca 

Johnson, SEK Multi County Health Director via phone and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County 

Counselor.  The time is now 9:41 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:56 a.m.  No action 

was taken.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen 

County, Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, discussed transportation.  Lisse explained the 



 
difference between Thriveõs Transportation and Allen Countyõs new Transportation.  She 

explained the 5311 is the PILOT through NCMM (National Center of Mobility Management) 

for a van or bus for full time transportation.  Restrictions of bait shops, liquor store, and 

smoke shacks.  She introduced a òCommunity Rides Grant Programó (NRTAB)for $100,000 

shift workers for factories that the county could apply for.  

 

 

 
 

Discussion followed.  Lisse requested the commission to think about it for the next week.   

 

Jessica presented a graph showing the trips they are dealt with between October 1, 202 0 

and March 19, 2021.   



 

 
Discussion followed on need.   

 

Sherrie discussed if the commission would like open up the Senior Centers for rent.  

 

Commissioner Lee stated the health department recommends continues going down the 

path we have been.  Only 10% of the county has been vaccinated.  The thoughts are that 

the virus could break out again.  Chairman Symes discussed a visit with Rebecca Johnson  

that there are still new cases.  Discussion followed.  Allen County has 13 current cases as of 

yesterday, April 5, 2021.  Chairman Symes would like to align with the health department 

recommending to stay status quo.  He would say to recommend wear a mask  as you donõt 

know who has been vaccinated or not, where you canõt maintain social distance; abide 

with the governorõs and health department recommendations.  Discussion continued.  

Commissioner Lee agreed; those wearing a mask will continue to wear a mask , those who 

donõt wonõt anyway.  He stated they should continue to abide by the health departments 

recommendations.  Chairman Symes mentioned action on this decision.  Chairman Symes 

moved to recommend subscript to the Southeast Multi County Health recomme ndation, 

wear a mask when 6 feet social distancing cannot be maintained and common general 

hygiene.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee seconded.  Trevor asked so you are 

going to end the mask mandate in Allen County.  Discussion followed on resolving the 

mandate or not.  Chairman Symes stated the Commissioners are in leadership and the 

health department is in the business of health for the county.  Commissioner Daniels stated 



 
he is okay with recommending the county continue to wear masks when social di stancing 

cannot be maintained.  Motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Trevor asked again if the mandate to wear a mask was removed.  Commissioners 

reintegrated it is a recommendation to wear a mask.   

 

Chairman Symes would like to publicly Thank the Southeast Multi Coun ty Health 

Department for their service especially this last year.   

 

Commissioners stated they will reopen the senior centers with limiting weekends; one event 

per weekend.  This would with wearing masks if not able to keep a 6 -foot social distance, 

using hand sanitizer and normal hygiene.   Commissioner Daniels moved to reopen the 

senior centers with the events to be limited to one event per weekend and other 

recommendations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners discussed policy for General Transportation for 5311.  Commissioners 

appointed a committee for a review of General Transportation for the 5311.  Commissioner 

Lee, alternate Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk, Donald 

Leapheart, senior van driver and  Jessica Thompson, Thrive.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed a Zoom meeting for information on Allen County Visioning for 

the stakeholders of Allen County.  There will be a meeting on April 28, 2021 and can be 

found at https://gompia.com/allen -county -kansas/   Chairman Symes encouraged as 

many citizens as can to attend this virtual meeting hosted by Thrive Allen County.  

 

Commissioner Lee discussed how long the videos of the commission meetings are kept. 

Terry stated on Facebook forever and ever.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed signatures for Civil Right for Fair Housing and for the CDBG 

Grants.   

 

 
 

And  

https://gompia.com/allen-county-kansas/


 

 
Commissioner Daniels moved to approve signatures for both.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Monthly reports for March from Public Works, Register of Deeds, Attorneyõs office, 

Noxious Weed department, County Clerk, and Appraiserõs office.  

b)  Remittance from the State of Kansas for Hope Unlimited.  

c)  Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agency report  

d)  Kansas Water Pollution Control Permit for Kansas  

e)  Newsletter from TMS (Tank Management Services)  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 3/31/2021 -$248,898.93 & 4/5/2021 -$53,009.40  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #13 & #14  

c)  Payroll ð approved vacation carry -over of 70 hours for Jimmy Skaggs to be used on 

or before October 16, 2021.  

d)  Abatements - RE Value 3165, $736.58, Year 2020  

   

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 

a.m. until Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 



 
 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                          April 13, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. wit h Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Commissioner Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor, Mitch Garner, Public 

Works Director, Terry Call, Allen Coun ty EMS Financial Director,  Chelsie Angleton, 911 

Director, Jason Trego, Emergency Manager,  Matt Rehder, City of Iola Administrator, Chase 

Waggoner, City of Iola Fire Chief, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen was present to observe the 

meeting.  

  

Jason Trego, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on April 6, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, reported they have started tearing up the road at 

1800 and Nebraska today; this will be a long running project.  They are also mowing, 

trimming and fixing pot holes.   

 

Commissioners asked him about hot patch machines and work on other roads, requesting 

he continue to find a pot hole machine.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Becky Voorhies, and Jonathon Goerin g, Thrive Allen County, and Bryan J. 

Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.    

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, and Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, discussed using 

Blue Valley Public Safety Inc., (BVPS) for complete preventive maintenance check on two 

sirens; the county storm sirens in 3 rd class and unincorporated cities in Allen County.  

Savonburg  and Mildred are due to be checked; the others are on routine rotation. Chelsie 

explained this company is the one they have used.  



 

 
Commissioners approved.   

 

Chelsie discussed Priority Dispatch training; she explained the annual fee is $32,400.  

Chelsie e xplained where the money will come from; part out of 911 Tax Fund and part out 

of Dispatch.  Jason discussed the quality assurance training and viewing the calls.  He 

stated it is a 40 hour a week job in itself.   

 



 

  
Only ACE accredited can review the cal ls.  Jason explained in detail the reports which 

started in June of 2019 verses January 2021.   

 
There has been great improvement over the years with training.  Jason explained the 

training.  Chelsie stated what all is included in this $32,400.  They pres ented statistics; 86% 

of the time people call in, they are getting the best service possible.  Jason explained the 

difference of the calls is like splitting hairs on type sometimes, itõs in the details.  Chairman 

Symes asked what the benefits are to using this.  Chelsie stated the end results are the 

quality of helping people that call in. It is a national study involving medical experts and 

other experts.   

 



 
Chelsie announced it is National Public Safety Telecommunicator week.   Commissioner 

Daniels stated  he was reappointed to serve on the State 911 Council and they helped 

push the bill to designate 911 dispatchers as emergency responders.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County Executive Director, discussed the grant for transportation.  

RTAP Grant would be a PILOT grant for factory transportation or other needs; this would be 

a supplement to what we currently have.  Discussion followed.  Chairma n Symes asked 

about the time line for this grant.  Lisse stated Thrive does the out of county needs, so this 

grant would be other needs in the community.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Symes 

stated he would rather get the current PILOT up and going then s ee whatõs going on.   

 

Becky Voorhies, requested on behalf of Matrix for another business that qualifies for the 

CDBG grant.   She explained there would be $1,061.62 left.  Commissioner Daniels moved 

to approve Chairman Symes to sign.  Commissioner Lee sec onded; motion passed 3 -0-0 

 

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County Economic Development, reported he submitted 

an application for Fly Kansas; 50 to 60 people fly in to the Allen County Regional Airport.  

He stated it would be a lunch fly in, not an overni ght one.  He stated itõs an opportunity to 

showcase Allen County.  Discussion followed.   

 

They will be meeting to submit application to the FAA for the new airport Corona Virus 

response grant program.  $13,000 would be available for operational expenses.      

 

Commissioner Lee discussed a fire that was in Iola last weekend.  He explained the 

concerns about not having an ambulance on call during the fire.  Chief Waggoner was 

present to answer questions.  1.  Who requests the mutual aid for medical.  Chase s tated 

it would be him, as Incident commander.  2.  Who determines where the ambulances are 

staged during a mutual aid?  This would also be Chase as Incident Commander.  He then 

stated the decision was to put a Neosho County ambulance in Humboldt and a Wood son 

County ambulance at the Allen/Woodson County line, near Piqua. 3.  Was all the 

firefighting forces depleted?  Could you have used more rural fire department personnel 

to help this in order to leave ambulances in those areas?   Chase stated theoreticall y they 

could, but didnõt know if they would be more of a liability to them, you donõt know with 

volunteer fire how long it will take for them to get there and if theyõll be certified.  An 

emergency that is happening is a higher priority than an emergency t hat might happen.  

Chase (on Facebook) é An ambulance was Humboldt and Moran fire not invited.    

Chairman Symes clarified the situation.  The Neosho County ambulance that was in 

Humboldt took care of a call from Moran.  Chase stated there was no time in A llen County 

that citizens were not covered by EMS. Discussion continued.  Commissioner Lee asked 

moving forward how do we keep this from happening again?  He suggested Chase take 

the volunteer force under his wing and ensure heõs comfortable with them.   Chase 

responded.  He was a volunteer fire fighter at one time.  Chase asked the commissioners 

about doing transfers out of town vs staying in county.  Chairman Symes discussed 

healthcare emergency calls verses fire calls.   

 

Chase discussed the system not w orking to have two transfers at a time.  He explained a 

situation where four ambulances were out on assignment and none present for fire.   

 

Commissioner Daniels stated this commission is charged with providing EMS services.  

Chase runs a fire service and have a fully staff EMS.   

 

Commissioner Daniels publicly thanked the Neosho County EMS for covering, but highly 

recommended they utilize rural fire.  

 

Sherrie asked about a date for the SEK Regional meeting to be hosted by Allen County in 

September.  Discu ssion followed.   

 



 
Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, discussed the American Rescue Plan.  He met with 

department heads and came up with a number of essential workers that had to work 

through the shutdown, around five weeksé.$5,000 or $13.00 per hour.  Discussion followed.  

Chairman Symes mentioned the NACO site.     Lisse remarked on it.  Chelsie stated not a 

need for PPE.      

 

Sherrie requested non -elected personnel.  Commissioner Daniels moved to go into 

executive session for 10 minutes to discuss n on -elected personnel. Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner 

Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:40 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:50 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss 

Confidential Data.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairma n Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director.  The time is now 9:56 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:11 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into e xecutive session for 15 minutes to discuss 

Confidential Data.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk and Terry Call, EMS Fina ncial Director.  The time is now 10:13 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:28 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 

Confidential Data.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Alle n 

County Clerk and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director.   The time is now 10:29 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:39 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Escape tax on Cherokee NRG LLC  

b)  2020-21 Medical Plan Cost Summ ary from Bukaty Company  

c)  Monthly Fund Status Report for March 2021  

d)  Treasurerõs monthly reports (composition of cash balances and investments 

and other reports)  

e)  Allen County department budget status by fund/department  

 

Commissioners approved the following do cuments:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers - $49,660.79 

b)  Payroll - Vacation carry over of 45.75 hours for Ricki Witchley to be used before 

October 16, 2021.  

c)  Payroll - Process Service for 9 sheriff employees  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:45 a.m. until Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the courth ouse 

for regular meeting .   

 

 

____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    Jerry Daniels , Allen County Commissioner  

 

        

 

 



 
___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   David E. Lee, Allen County Commissioner  

 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      April 20, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Comm issioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Mitchell Garner, Allen County 

Public Works Director, Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County 

EMS Financial Directo r, Lisse Regehr, Jonathon Goering, and Jessica Thompson, Thrive 

Allen County,  Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, Jason Trego, Emergency Management, Carl 

Slaugh, City of Iola Councilor and Paul Zirjacks, citizen was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Jessica Thompson led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on April 13, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, presented information on a Bergkamp 

FPF 5 Flameless Pothole Patc her machine for the commission to review.  Discussion 

followed on whether Mitch would prefer a 1 - or 2-person type of machine and how it works.  

Mitch has more information to come on other machines.  Commissioners asked about 

sharing machines and materials  with the cities.  Mitch stated if they get the one, they would 

like to get, they would be using it all the time.  The one Humboldt uses is considered a 5 -

year patch.  Mitch discussed renting or scheduling having a demo to see which one they 

prefer.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, and Cole Herder, City of Humboldt Administrator, 

joined the meeting.  

 

Cole said the oil for the pothole machine has to be heated and mixed due to it separating 

over time. He said it depends on how hot the oil is to do p atching at any given time. 

Discussion followed.  Mitch stated the county has 200 miles of black top, (400 when 

considering it is a two lane) to use this one.  

 

Commissioners asked Mitch about other roads that are being worked on throughout the 

county.  Dus t abatement will be applied from the middle of June through the first of July.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, presented information for a Dispatcher conference in Las 

Vegas called Navigator for Priority Dispatch; she was told it would be very beneficial for 

administration to go due to it be geared around admin pacifically.  She is requesting her 

and Brail Thompson, Deputy Dispatcher, be allowed to go.  The cost for both of them to 

go would be around $3,800.00 to around $4,200.00; this does not include foo d, which most 

is include in the conference cost or UberX or rental cars.  She has it in her budget training.  

Commissioners approved the travel.    

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management, updated the commission on the snowy weather 

today.  They are expecting 1 -2 inches here in Allen County and a freeze warning in the 

morning.  Discussion followed.   

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Economic, presented bids for the Airport Utility project. Bids 

were received from BG Consultants  for 5 meetings and Site Visits $6,000, Infrastructure 

Evaluation for $9,000 (to include Transportation, Potable Water, Waste Water, Power, Gas 

and Telecom) and Airport Industrial Park Development Plan for $4,000 for a lump sum total 

of $19,000 (additional serves and meetings provided by BG Cons ultants can be delivered 



 
upon the Countyõs request at their standard hourly rates); Garver for 5 meetings, 

Infrastructure Evaluation (to include Transportation, Potable Water, Waste Water, Power, 

Gas and Telecom) and prepare opinions of probable cost for t he recommended 

infrastructure improvements and develop a benefit -cost matrix for possible development 

scenarios, Coordinate with FAA -approved Airport Layout and Land Use Plan to determine 

allowable development and restrictions (height) that should be impos ed, prepare a Draft 

Report for review and comment by County and prepare a Final Report for a lump sum 

total of $20,000 and hourly not to exceed $5,000 for Client meetings (The scope of work for 

this study does not include additional services for environmen tal review, surveying, design, 

SWPPP preparation, bidding, construction phase services, or evaluation/capacity analysis 

of the City of Iola water treatment plan and wastewater treatment plant); Midwest 

Engineering Group,  LLC for Utilities Study for a lump  sum cost of $18,500, will provide an 

alignment map, engineerõs opinion of probable cost and summary for each of the 

improvement options: Water, Sanitary Sewer, Gas, Electric, Communications, 

Transportation, Development  Platting and if agreed by the count y and engineer they will 

provide extra services (not listed above) at hourly as noted on an attached rate schedule 

and mileage based on current Federal Reimbursement mileage rate, excluded services 

include Capacity of WTP and WWTP, Legal/Topographic Survey , Design, Bidding Services, 

Geotechnical, Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), Construction Observer, Land 

Acquisition, Material Testing, Construction Staking, Easement Preparation, Easement 

Acquisition, Environmental Report, and Archeological Stu dy. Discussion followed.  BG 

Consultants is who Johnathon suggests the county use from reviewing the bids.   He stated 

he has visited with Commerce and expect funding in the future.  Chairman Symes asked 

about the other bids, he asked if the $19,000 would change if more time is required.  

Discussion followed. Commissioner Lee asked about the details and 10 -year layout plan 

required by FFA.  (24 areas in the northwest corner of the airport property) Commissioner 

Daniels stated we have a $13,000 grant that wo uld be used to off set expenses.  

Commissioners will look at the details and make consideration at later meeting this month.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed Tri Valley Development Services Agreement for Services:  

 
This is an annual agreement.  Commissioner Dani els moved to sign the agreement.  

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Commissioners all signed the 

agreement.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personal.   Commissioner Daniels seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 



 
room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, 

Allen County Clerk, and  Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.   The time is now 9:03 

a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:13 a. m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed draft 3 of the proposed General Transportation Policy: ( Trips - 

Eligible trips are necessary trips to medical appointments, shopping, pharmacies, lawyers, post offices, personal 

residence, cultural event, post -secondary education, banks, grocery stores, social service agency in Allen 

County, laundromat or to visit some one in the hospital, assisted living or nursing home.  These trips do not include 

liquor stores, smoke shacks, bait shops, fast food, convenient stores or to work  as there are not adequate 

resources for transporting persons to work.   Recreational rides are  permitted with special permission. )  
Sherrie explained what could be considered necessary trips and what would not be 

considered.  She explained convenient stores are not a necessity for drinks, lottery tickets 

and smokes.  She stated taking people to wor k would not be able to happen unless their 

vehicle was in the shop and if they worked 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and the van was not at 

one of it scheduled places.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commissioners asked about the Fares & Donations: (Fares & Donations  - In all cases, a rider pays no 

fare at this time.  Fares or donations are not to be accepted by the drivers.)  Sherrie explained that during 

the PILOT time of the General Transportation van, the commission had stated they would 

not charge a fee, but if the pu blic would want to pay, they could make a check payable 

to the county and send to the County Clerkõs office to be put into the General 

Transportation fund.  The commission will probably start charging a fee once the county 

gets their own van which should b e about December.   

 

Chairman Symes mentioned there will be a meeting of the Hospital Board on Thursday.  

Commissioner Daniels plans to attend.  

 

Tim Osborn, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss 

Confidential Data.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director.  The tim e is now 9:23 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:38 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 

Confidential Data.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will b e Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director.   The time is now 9:39 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:49 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Darrell Baughn, Allen County V olunteer Fire, invited the commission to an open house on 

June 12, 2021 at the now 1 -year new Allen County Volunteer Fire Station.   

 

Cole thanked the county and Mitchõs crew for work on 9th Street in the City of Humboldt 

fixing it.  

 

Chairman Symes announc ed the commission would be seeking bids for ambulance 

services, expressing that the City of Iola could bid on the services if they so choose.  And 

drafted a letter to the City of Iola:  

 
ALLEN COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

                        County Commissioners 
Jerry Daniels, 1st District             David E. Lee, 2nd District         Bruce Symes, 3rd District        

1 N. Washington                                                         620-365-1406 

Iola, KS  66749                          Fax: 365-1441 
 

April 20, 2021 

  
To the City of Iola, 

 

With the passage of the April 14 date for exclusive negotiations for continuing the ambulance 



 
services contract between Allen County and the City of Iola, the Board of County 
Commissioners is formally notifying the City of Iola that Allen County is entering a bid process 

for contracting county ambulance services beyond Dec. 31, 2021. 

 

The BOCC thanks the City of Iola for participating in the negotiations the past month and will 

welcome participation by the City of Iola in the bid process for the future of Allen Countyôs 

ambulance service. A formal Request For Proposal is being written by the County. 
 

Should the City of Iola have questions about the bid process and/or the RFP, they can be 

directed to the Office of the County Clerk. 

 

Chairman Symes moved to approve all the commissioners sign the letter.  Commissioner 

Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the fo llowing documents:  

a)  Financial Assurance Variance for Solid Waste Landfill  

b)  Letter from Governor Kelly concerning American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)  

c)  Health Forward Notice of Grant Payment for Request #FY19 -00880 ð approved  

d)  Monthly report from District Court for March 2021  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 4/15/2021 -$171,201.64 & 4/19/2021 -$11,843.09  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #15 & #16  

c)  Payroll ð New hire Sharon K. Sigg for House and Grounds Department.  

d)  Payroll ð 6th month increase for Bryce M. Andres  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

9:59 a.m. until Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       April 27, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Bruce 

Symes, Chairman, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Comm issioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Mitchell Garner, Allen County 

Public Works Director, Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County 

EMS Financial Directo r, Jessica Thompson, Becky Voorhies, Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen 

County,  Jason Trego, Emergency Management, Terrill Mueller, Murphy Tractor, and Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Sharon Sigg led the group in the Pledge of Al legiance.  

 

Roy Smith, Allen County Undersheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on April 20, 2021.  

 



 
Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds Director, introduced Sharon Sigg as a new 

employee, who will be part time helping him with flower gardens and other needed areas.  

 

Sherrie introduced Chad Turner.  Chad will be driving the General Transportation Van once 

it is received.   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management Director, updated the commission on weather 

forecast presented last week.  Allen County is no longer in severe forecast but could get 

up to two inches of rain with some localized flooding.  

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Economic Development Director, discussed the utility 

expansion at the Allen County Regional Airport.  He asked if the commission had made a 

decision.  Discussion followed.  Johnathon stated the previous grant for $13,000 could be 

used for fuel, salaries, paint, lights and such but not towards the utilityõs expansion.  

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve using BG Consultants for $19,000.  Commissioner 

Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Johnathon discussed housing study in Allen Coun ty.  It will be housing and economic 

development meetings for the public to weigh in; some will be in person and some will be 

offered virtual.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, discussed landfill expansion.  It will be 

a large amount o f money but have not let for public bids yet.  There is about 8 -9 years left 

in the current cell.  The new cell will be able to be used for the next 40 years once it is 

finished in 3 years.  Discussion followed on the procedure and process. Mitch requested  

permission to start expansion.  

 

Mitch discussed the 4 -year -old crusher (2,000 hours on it) it is down and needs to go to the 

shop to be fixed.  Approximatively 90 hours to repair with a cost of approximately $40,000.  

Discussion followed.  Mitch reported  with the electrical parts it is down quite a bit.   He 

discussed options for having rock on hand for county use so the county doesnõt have to 

purchase rock. Commissioner Lee moved to proceed to fix the crusher.  Commissioner 

Daniels seconded; motion passe d 3 -0-0. 

 

Mitch asked about rock.  Commissioners asked to see what options will be.   

 

Kim Ensminger, USD #256 Superintendent and Bob Rhodes, USD#256 Board member, 

joined the meeting to convey their communitiesõ thoughts about the monies for the PILOT 

from  the wind farms.  Superintendent Ensminger stated the reason why the people even 

agreed to the wind farms were to help families and school districts; if monies were 

distributed equaling to USDõs, then USD 256 would receive 70 % in their district and 30% in 

USD 257.  They need the monies in their district; they need the monies sooner than 8 years.  

She asked the commission to please reconsider how the monies are distributed.  She stated 

they (USD 256) do not have the valuation in the district like the other area schools; 

reconsider the resolution on how to divide among the schools.  Monies would go to the 

two schools by percentage, and the tech center certain portion.  Mr. Rhodes reiterated 

what Superintendent had said. Commissioners based on the foot print o f the windfarm, 

70% USD 256 and 30% USD 257, expressing for the whole community.  A discussion on taxes 

and what it would mean to the county as a whole.  Commissioner Daniels stated the 

original resolution from the wind PILOT was designated for security fo r ALL students and will 

take the PILOT year to year.  Chairman Symes asked about a school safety committee and 

stated monies have been spent to help security in each of the schools.  Superintendent 

Ensminger explained what security has been addressed. They  received free money for 

maintenance and the school slide due to COVID, to increase staffing, more individualized 

with students.  This funding would help to keep those people in place when COVID monies 

are done.  State funding is $3 million spent on salari es and insurance for the most part.  

  



 
Sherrie received request for funding for cremation on an indigent death.  Commissioner 

approved the $1,000.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed a request for $500 from the Veterans Honor Flight secretary Don 

Meats.  Honor Flig hts were cancelled in 2020 but are scheduled to restart June of 2021.  

Commissioners discussed the request and will consider at a later meeting.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed the SEK Regional Meeting hosted in Woodson County last 

week, April 27, 2021.  He ex plained the commissioner meeting had a guest speaker on 

Economic Development and Jay Hall, KAC Attorney was guest speaker at the luncheon 

covering new legislation.  Sherrie stated the SOS Scott Schwab spoke at the County Clerkõs 

meeting on the 2020 Preside ntial Election and the future of security of elections.   

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Sym es, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial, Sherrie L Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Chuck Apt, attorney.  The time is now 

9:25 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:45 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial, Sherrie L Riebel, Alle n County Clerk and Chuck Apt, attorney.  The time is now 

9:46 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:01 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS 

Financial, Sherrie L Riebel, Allen County Clerk and Chuck Apt, attorney.  The time is now 

10:02 a.m.  Com missioners reconvened at 10:17 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel. Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Com missioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen 

County Clerk, Mitch Garner, Allen County Public Works Director and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:23 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:33 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Jo hnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:24 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:44 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Sherrie discussed policies for Senior Center Van and General Transportation Van. She 

stated she would like to mirror the General T ransportation policy so they are consistent with 

each other. Commissioners approved.  

 

Commissioner discussed the Masterõs Leasing & Rental van contract through Thriveõs grant.  

Commissioner Daniels moved to authorize Chairman Symes initials and signature on the 

contract contingent on Counselor Johnson reviewing. Chairman Symes seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners discussed housing for the new van.  Mitch said he would see if he could 

consolidate vehicles and such.  Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen C ounty, stated there are 

grants for building structures at an 80/20 match. No action was taken.  

 



 
Commissioner Daniels discussed using the $13,000 grant to paint and stripe the runway and 

a few roads including the new pavement in Humboldt; 9 th Street and Bri dge Street faded 

already; needs redone again.   

 

Chairman Symes reported the annual Kansas County Commissioners Association (KCCA) 

meeting will be June 8 to 10 at Liberal, Kansas.  Sherrie will find out more details.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the following  documents:  

a)  Allen County Regional Hospital Saint Lukeõs Health System letter 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $145,400.10  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #17  

c)  Payroll ð Expense voucher for Cara Barkdoll for mileage and SEK ROD dues  

d)  Payroll ð New Hire Chad Turner for General Transportation Vanõs driver 

 

    

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:09 

a.m. until Tu esday, May 4, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                            May 4, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garn er, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Lisse 

Regehr, Becky Voorhies, Johnathon Goering & Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, 

Chelsie Angleton, Interim 911 Direc tor and Radlee Decker, visitor, Charles H. Apt, III, 

attorney, Arlyn Briggs, landowner and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the 

meeting.  

  

Commissioner Lee led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the  regular meeting on April 27, 2021.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 25 minutes to discuss Attorney -

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Charles H. Apt, III, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 8:31 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 8:56 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, and Carla Nemecek, Southwind Extension District 

Executive  Director, joined the meeting.  

 



 
Arlyn Briggs, Anderson County resident/Allen County landowner, ask the commission if the 

person in charge of a determining if a recall petition is valid to contact him because he 

wanted it properly done.  He knows it needs to go through an attorney that lives in the 

county where the recall is requested.  He is representing other residents in Allen County.  

 

Arlyn addressed the USD 258 concern with windmill payments from last week. Discussion 

followed.   

 

Arlyn also addressed the commission meetings on video, persons should not wear masks 

while speaking during the meeting.  He would like the people speaking to the commission 

not to wear a mask while speaking to the commission.    

 

Arlyn discussed roads east  of City of Gas.  He discussed a few particular roads.  Most of 

these roads are not designed for semi -trucks, but the days of 2 -ton vehicles are gone.  

Discussion followed.  Arlyn stated agriculture is the backbone of this State of Kansas.  

 

Ron Holman, Al len County House and Grounds Director, joined the meeting.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, reported the crusher was picked up yesterday 

morning.  He has hired a grader for the 6 th district, and has a truck driver moving up.  He 

will have to hire back hoe operator.  Discussion followed.   

 

Mitch discussed the leased General Transportation van housing.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, was present but did not have anything to report.   She 

stated Jason will not be here today but just rain in the forecast.  She did say the sirens were 

serviced for the coming season.  They will be working on the storm shelter grants.  

 

Johnathon Goering, thanked the commission for participating in the So utheast Kansas 

Housing meeting; 40 in attendance and 20 virtual.   The second virtual meeting will be at 

11:30 a.m. today. Chairman Symes discussed duplications of meetings goals.  Discussion 

followed.  

 

Johnathon reported there will be an airport meeting this week 2 on Friday.  

 

Johnathon discussed Neighborhood Revitalization for countywide.  He thinks it needs to 

be considered.   

 

Johnathon updated the commission for the utility expansion.  Commissioner Daniels 

moved to approve Chairman Symes signature on the agreement.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Peerless tour for the commission will be on May 20, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.   

 

Lisse Regehr and Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, reviewed the Sparks Administration 

Final Report.  Lisse explain ed each in detail by type: Education, Health, County, 

Municipalities, Economic Development and Social Services.  She stated Thrive was 

honored to be able to administer SPARKS funding. Chairman Symes stated he is so glad 

we have Thrive Allen County to suppo rt Allen County.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed a business not knowing about SPARKS funding, so letting local 

businesses know; marketing efforts.  Lisse stated the timing was a problem but the new 

funding will be a two -year reporting concept.   

 

Becky Voorhie s discussed the funding left in CDBG -CV funding.  There is $1,061 left but the 

City of Iola will be able to get more so some businesses may not apply since they might 

qualify for $7,500.  Discussion followed.   

 



 
Carla Nemecek, Southwind Extension District executive director and Ron Holman, Allen 

County House and Grounds Director, discussed bids for the extension office windows.   

Peerless and Whitworth Construction bids were received, Glass Depot and Superior Builders 

did not submit bids; they had requested from 4.  Ron stated both do great work.  Discussion 

followed.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Whitworth Construction for $8,000.  

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to sign both General Transportation a nd Senior Citizenõs Van 

policies, and Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners discussed See -Kan RC&D Project, Inc. request for funding.   

 

Carla reported they added Chad Guthrie, Crop Production to the extension team.   

 

Commissi oner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 45 minutes to discuss 

Attorney -Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commission Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, 

Allen County Clerk, Terry Call, Allen County EMS and Charles H. Apt, III, attorney.  The time 

is now 9:41 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:56 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Carla discussed a change for $512 more that she wasnõt aware of, she would like to have 

the larger window on the North side of the building.  She asked the commission to withdraw 

their motion on the window.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Daniels moved to 

withdraw his current motion and table a decision for a week.  Commissioner Lee 

second ed; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Monthly reports from the Noxious Weed Dept., Public Works Dept., Register of 

Deeds office, Attorneyõs Office, Appraiserõs office, and County Clerkõs office. 

b)  A proposed spreadsheet on  taxes.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 4/29/2021 -$208,722.52 & 5/3/2021 -$8,427.18  

b)  Payroll ð approved vacation carry -over of 70 hours for Jimmy Skaggs to be used 

on or before October 16, 2021.  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meetin g was adjourned at 10:50 

a.m. until Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Co mmissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      May 11, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commis sioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 



 
Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County,  Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff,  Roy Smith, 

Allen County Undersheriff,  Carl Slaugh, City of Iola Councilman,  and George Levans, 

citizen was present to observe the meeting.   

  

Jessica Thompson led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on May 4, 2021.  

 

George Levans discussed the City of Iola Ambulance and Allen Countyõs contracts.  He 

continued on the current paramedics and EMS persons.  He stated the commissioners 

should use ext ra monies on roads.  He expressed his opinion on the rock crusher costing 

$40,000 to fix.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported the crews have been 

mowing, trimming trees, and patching potholes.  

 

Commissioner Lee requested Mitch figure the cost of the crusherõs repair and the cost of 

the purchased rock due to the crusher being down to present to the commission.  

Discussion followed.  Mitch is hoping it will only be another 7 days before the crusher is 

completed.    

 

Mitch confirme d they started the 6 th mowing district last week.  He is still short seasonal 

workers.  

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Economic, shared a little about a meeting at Allen County 

Regional Airport.   

 

Jonathan mentioned another person asked him about tax abatements in the County that 

is interested in doing a tourist attraction. Discussion followed.  

 

Arlyn Briggs joined the meeting.   

 

Sherrie discussed having the county website and emails to go to dot gov (.gov). Homeland 

Security is offering the ò.govó for counties free.  Commissioners asked her to check with 

Advantage Computer.   

 

Sherrie discussed Jim Wildschuetz resignation on the Zoning Board; it is effective May 31st.  

Commissioner Lee will check on a few names to see about serving.   

 

Arlyn Briggs discussed about getting approval for a recall petition.  Discussion followed on 

clarifying a recall election on òwho approvesó and such.   

 

Arlyn stated commissioners do not take action on things that ne ed fixed within Allen 

County i.e. roads and crushers.  

 

Darrell Krone, Jan Coykendall, Brie Martin, Dorcas Romary, and Wayne Smith, 

representatives of the Humboldt Historical Preservation Alliance (HHPA) discussed the 2022 

budget request.  Darrell explained  the difference between them and the Historical Society 

is that HHPA is located at 622 Bridge Street, Humboldt, Kansas for the Orcutt Museum.  They 

only have so much space but they cannot use the upstairs due to the safety reasons. 

Discussion followed.  Co mmissioner Lee asked about the two museums in Humboldt.  

Darrell stated he is requesting funding for the Humboldt Historical Preservation Alliance.  

They are needing a building built which he estimates to be $60,000 but they do not have 

the monies to build , only about half of it.  The City of Humboldt donates money $3,500 to 

$4,000 each year to HHPA plus donations from museum goers; that is their only funding at 

this time.  Darrell requested them to be one of the locations considered for funding.  



 
Commissioner Lee asked why they donõt consolidate with the Humboldt Historical Society.  

It was stated the Humboldt Historical Society didnõt support the Orcutt Museum.   

 

Jerry Hathaway, Allen County Attorney, joined the meeting.  He wanted to notify the 

commissio n that he is needing to hire a part time position due to a shortage of office help 

at this time.  His office is swamped at the time due to back log of cases.  Discussion 

followed.     

 

Carla Nemecek, Southwind Extension District #10, discussed the window b id from last 

week; they were not apples to apples.  The one bid included a larger window and 

Whitworth bids did not and he did not want to bid on including a larger window.   

Commissioners stop in to view the windows.  Bids did not change from last week.  Carla 

recommended the larger window to bring in more natural light, making it more welcoming 

atmosphere.  Carla reported she had requested bids from four vendors: Whitworth 

Construction, Inc., Peerless Commercial Applications Group, Jayhawk Glass out of 

Ch anute, and Danny Ware, Superior Builders. Commissioner Lee moved to accept the bid 

from Peerless for $8,512.00 which included the larger window.  Chairman Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minute s to discuss attorney 

client. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 9:14 a.m.  Commissioners recon vened at 9:24 a.m.  No 

action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss 

confidential data.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Co mmissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning Administrator, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 

9:28 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:43 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive ses sion for 10 minutes to discuss confidential 

data.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning Administrator, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 

9:44 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:54 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed a district commissioner meeting in Yates Center; SEK Regional 

Meeting hosting Kansas Association of Counties ha d a session concerning economic 

development.  He suggested in inviting a couple of guest speakers to Allen County in 

September 2021.  

 

Chairman Symes reported the commission has provided an RFP for ambulance services for 

Allen County.  RFPõs will be available at the County Clerkõs office for anyone wishing to bid 

on the ambulance services and will be due on June 7, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. in the County 

Clerkõs office. The ad for RFPõs will be published in the papers and Allen County website.  

Discussion followed.   Commissioner Lee stated services and locations will not change, the 

services will not be less that what they currently are.  Commissioner Daniels stated it is a 

financial bidding purpose only and appreciated all the current ambulance crews.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

 

a)  Senate Bill 13 information  

b)  Monthly report from the District Court  

c)  Department fund standing for end of April  

d)  Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agency report for April  

e)  BP Pipeline (North America) In c., Close Interval Survey  

f) Kansas County Commissioners Association letter for dues.  



 
g)  Fund Status report for January through April 2021  

h)  Treasurerõs monthly reports 

i) Kansas Workerõs Risk Cooperative for Counties March 21, 2021 financial 

statement.  

 

Commissioner s approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $96,500.97  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #18  

c)  Payroll ð reimbursement for Nathen Jackson  

d)  Payroll ð Dathan McMurtrey a change of department  

e)  Payroll ð Vacation carry -over of 43.25 hours for Terry J. Johnson to be used by 

December 18, 2021.  

f) Payroll ð Transfer of leave to another employee of 20 hours.  

g)  Abatements:  PP Value 498, $97.60, Year 2019  

  PP Value 473, $95.44, Year 2020  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:03 a.m. until Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courth ouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       May 18, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Co mmissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Bruce 

Symes, Chairman, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register , Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Directo r, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, Jason Trego, 

Emergency Management, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Jonathon Goering led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on May 11, 2021.  

 

Chairman Symes mentioned with all the new regulations from KDHE, KVC and CVC for 

wearing masks, he would like to see Allen County align with the local health department 

relaxing the mask requirements if a person has been vaccinated.   Commissioner Lee 

discussed social distancing of 6õ or more than 20 persons in the room and not vaccinated 

wear masks.  Commissioners stated people should continue to use common sense.  All 

Commissioners are vaccinated but encourage all to get vaccinated.  Commissioners 

agreed with the new terms for social distancing and masks.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, lots of rain so low water bridges are 

over.  No damage to any at this time.  

 



 
Roy Smith, Allen County Undersheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Mitch provi ded information on the current rock crusher.   

 
He discussed the hours and maintenance costs, tonnage, and rock per ton (paper).  The 

crusher was new in 2017 and cost 1.2 million.  Chairman Symes asked about the life of the 

crusher.  Mitch stated it was thought to last 10 years due to the electronics.  Discussion 

followed on cleaning maintenance and timing.  Mitch has had a meeting with the persons 

scheduled to clean the crusher and training; it will have to be taken apart a little for 

cleaning.    

 

Chairman Symes stated changing grader districts from 5 to 6 will help on sooner 

maintenance and when they get pot hole machine, they will be making headway on the 

roads.  Mitch stated he is going to Salina to see two demonstrations on pot hole machines.  

Discussion followed on one person versus two -person mach ine.  

 

Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, requested the commission review Resolution 202106 

renewing her contract with Allen County.  
RESOLUTION NUMBER 202106 

 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A COUNTY APPRAISER 

 

WHEREAS;  pursuant to K.S.A. 19 -430 the Board of Co unty Commissioners of Allen County are 

required to appoint a county appraiser, and;     

 

WHEREAS;  said county appraiser shall hereby be reappointed to serve a term of four (4) 

years and until a successor is appointed;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ALLEN COUNTY, 

KANSAS:    

Section 1 . That Jami L. Clark be and she is hereby appointed to the position of County 

Appraiser for Allen County, Kansas.  

Section 2 . That the term of her appointment shall begin on July 1, 2021.  The salary and other 

benefits shall be reviewed annually by resolution of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas.  

Section 3 . That this resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and 

publication one time in the legal newspaper of the county.  

 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS THIS 18th DAY OF MAY 2021. 



 
 

 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF ALLEN 

COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Resolution 202106 to reappoi nt Jami L Clark as 

Allen County Appraiser.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director, report two new hires started yesterday.    

 

Chelsie stated they are working on filling the òHostage Negotiationsó class hosted by Allen 

County on May 25 th.  She will be opening registration soon on Phil Chalmers class 

scheduled to be held on July 25 th at the Bowlus Fine Arts Building.   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management Director, stated Thrive will be helping Emergency 

Management to send out surveys to the City of Elsmore to determine to whether they are 

in the moderate to low -income bracket for grant purposes.  Commissioners asked about 

other cities for the storm shelter grants.  Commissioner Lee asked about storm shelters.  

Chelsie reported the application is due in October.  Discussion followed on incorporated 

or unincorporated towns in Allen County.  Jason is estimating shelters to be around $10,000 

to $20,000 depending on above or underground.   

 

Jason stated the river is up by a foot, not expecting a major flood in Allen County.  North 

Central Kansas is having some but not expecting it here.  

 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Economic Developm ent Director, reminded the commission the 

Peerless tour is at 10:00 a.m. for 2 hours on Thursday, May 20 th.  

 

Meeting with BG Consultants with Commissioner Daniels, Mitch and Airport manager and 

Jonathon.   

 

Jonathon schedule meeting for county incentives with Commissioner Lee for later this 

week.  

 

Sherrie discussed Resolution 202107 amending the purchasing policy  procedures involving 

the expenditure of county funds.  She reviewed the changes from the current Resolution 

201606 as suggested by all the department heads.  There needs to be a few more 

changes.  Commissioners tabled a decision for now.  

 

Carla Nemecek, Southwind Extension District Executive Director, discussed bids for the 

windows.  Peerless Products bid did not include labor.   



 

 
 

She presented an email.  Commissioner Daniels moved to resend the previous motion of 

bid of accepting Peerless and to accept  Whitworth Constructionõs bid.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Carla reported she has accepted a new position with K -State Extension.  She will be 

covering the Eastern 1/3 of the State.  She will be working from home; June 1 st is the date  

of change.  Commissioners congratulated Carla.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed materials for the Fair Board project and cost of materials have 

sky rocketed.  Discussion followed.   

 

Sherrie updated the commission about ongoing plans for Southeast Kansas Regiona l 

Meeting hosted by Allen County on September 23, 2021.   

 

Sherrie discussed an invoice from See -Kan RC&D for dues.  She reported she had called 

and no one has returned her call.  Sherrie received a call from Montgomery County 

Commissioner saying he had ca lled and not one returned his call so they were not 

participating.  Allen County Commissioners consensus is not to pay the invoice either.  

 

Scott Welch, Our Market, reported they are close to opening the doors.  They are waiting 

on groceries.  They plan t o have a soft open until everything is going well; get out little 

kinks, then they will have a Grand Opening. They have the shelves and price tags done. 

Commissioners are invited to come visit anytime they would like.  Point of Sale tech people 

to make sur e things works with the registers. They will be starting to butcher on Wednesday 

for the store.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client. Commissioner Daniels; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room wil l be Chairman 

Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public and 

Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:32 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 9:42 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 

confidential data.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 



 
will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning A dministrator, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is now 

9:45 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:55 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee stated Regina Lance would be interested in serving on the Zoning Board 

to in place of Jim Wil dschuetz who had resigned. Commissioner Lee made the motion to 

appoint Regina Lance to the Zoning/Planning Board. Commissioner Daniels seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Terry reported Monarch quarrying hears are scheduled to be held on one day on July 10 

starting in the morning.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Coordinated Transit District #10 minutes  

b)  Thank you note from Judge Thomas Saxton family  

c)  Allen County Fair Board Revenue & Expenses for January 2021 through April 

2021 

d)  Fact Sheet: The Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recover Funds information  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 5/13/2021 -$329,024.13 & 5/17/2021 -$3,995.29  

b)  Payroll ð New hire Payroll enrollment Jeremy Dutton for Detention Officer  

c)  Payroll ð reimbursement to Sherrie L. Riebel for meal  

d)  Abatements ð  RE Value 2221, $326.34, Year 2020  

    

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 10:01 a.m. until Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courth ouse .   

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                          May 25, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. w ith Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Roy 

Smith, Allen County Undersheriff, Lisse Regehr, Becky Voorhies, & Johnathon Goering, 

Thrive Allen County,  and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Lisse Regehr led th e group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on May 18, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, discussed the patch hole machine and the heated 

storage tank that would be needed.  He had sent videos  for review to the commission.  

The tanks would keep the emulsion mixture always ready for use.  Mitch stated the two -



 
person machine looks to be more efficient.  Discussion followed on each type of machine 

and style of laydown, material is expected to last  3 to 5 years, to get the machine is several 

months out.    

 

Carl Slaugh, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Mitch discussed the size of the tank depends on whether someone around could share 

the use.  Pea rock would be what Allen County would be using.    Pot  hole machines run 

around $280,000 and could be used year around.  Discussion followed on purchases vs 

rental for $20,000 per month. Mitch will continue to gather information on pot hole 

machines.  

 

Mitch reported the crews are out trimming trees and mowing . 

 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, BG June 7 at 9 a.m. utility expansion, Jerry, Mitch 

and Robert.  

 

Jonathon met with commerce and they suggested to do a labor study in Allen County 

which would be beneficial for future planning of the county as wel l as the airport.   

Jonathon will get more information for the commission to consider.   

 

Jonathon discussed drone photos taken last week around the airport.  

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Judge Creitz to use the bandstand for a stop for Race 

Across Amer ica.  They will be having a barbeque for the team coming through.  

Commissioners approved this request.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Chairman Symes to sign grant.  

 

Commissioners reviewed a Memorandum of Agreement by and Between Coffey County 

Sheriffõs Office and Allen County Emergency Communications.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the MOU with Coffey County and for Chairman 

Bruce Symes to sign.  Comm issioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  



 
 

Commissioner Lee discussed an getting an RFP and technical information for the proposed 

communications tower.   

 

Commissioners discussed ARPA funding and securityésafety health in security.   

 

 

 

Commissioners r eviewed the following documents:  

a)  Insurance Binder for Underground Storage Tank Environmental Liability  

b)  PSI endorsement changes on vehicles  

c)  Southeast Kansas Coordinated Transit Council, Inc. audit for fiscal year ended June 

30, 2020  

 

Commissioners approved  the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $40,893.03  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #19 & #20  

c)  Payroll ð new hires dispatchers: Julie M. Siebert and Jackson Meats, Seasonal: Gary 

M. Lower  

d)  Payroll ð Jill Allen reimbursement for travel  

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 8:56 a.m. until Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 8:30 a. m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      June 1, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes was present via phone, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, 

Commissioner, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola R egister, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County,  Cheslie Angleton, 911 Director, and Jason Trego, 

Emergency Mana ger,  was present to observe the meeting.   

  

Commissioner Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on May 25, 2021.  

 

Commissioner Lee reported the LaHarpe VFW Axillary and Moran American L egion did a 

marvelous job on Memorial Day services at the cemeteries.  

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 



 
Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, discussed dust control; will be 

underway at the middle of the month. There were 38 dust abatement requests. Discussion 

followed on the cost. Commissioners requested a schedule.  

 

Mitch reported the crews are out mowing and trimming trees. It has been really wet so 

they are only dropping one side of the mower.  

 

Mitch s tated they are still working on the crusher, mostly waiting on parts.  

 

Mitch asked the commission if they are ready to go out to bid on a pot hole machine. 

Discussion followed on the tank as well. Commissioners approved Mitch to send bids out 

for a pot hol e machine and a tank.  

 

Chelsie updated the commission on the Hostage Negotiation Training held at the Bowlus 

last week.   They broke even on the cost of training for Hostage Training and refreshments.  

There were several that came from quite a distance.  

 

Chelsie reported they found out that Montgomery County is also having a Phil Chalmers 

meeting.  So hopefully they will also be able to fill it up, she is starting with the dispatch, law 

enforcement then the schools, if not it will be opened up to the publ ic, Bowlus is opening 

up to their seating capacity.  Chelsie stated catering is not an option at the Bowlus. 

Discussion followed on offering òLunch on your Own.ó 

 

Jason updated the commission on the weather last week; it did look pretty gruesome for 

Allen County but the weather shifted south.  However, there was the 1 st tornados in 1 year 

and 8 months in Kansas.  

 

Jason reported there will be a Recovery Scoping meeting at the EOC tomorrow for the 

2019 flooding.  

 

Commissioners discussed total inches of rain  for last week.  

 

Jonathan does not have anything.  

 

Chairman Symes asked about the 350 persons for the Chalmers class and lunch plans. 

Chelsieõs concern is having that many more persons in Iola for food. Discussion followed 

on offering an option for lunch  or not. The training is July 28, 2021. Chairman Symes stated 

it would be good for the businesses to have an open lunch.  

Chairman Symes asked about the number of dust abatements this year. There has been 

over and hundred in years past; this year only 38.  Applications for Dust Abatement is 

already closed.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Non -

Elected Personal. Commissioner Lee; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes via phone, Commiss ioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 

911 Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor. The time is now 8:47 a.m. 

Commissioners reconvened at 8:52 a.m. No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes reported he was in Southwest Kansas where s ome of the tornados had 

touched down close to where he is now.  He appreciates all the preparedness put into 

planning.  

 

Mitch reported he is down 5 full time persons at this time and it is hard to find someone. 

Two landfill, one field mechanic, one full time mower and a back hoe operator.  He also 

needs one season position.  There is an application that can be printed off t he 

www.allencounty.org  website.  Discussion followed.  

 

http://www.allencounty.org/


 
Sheriff Murphy asked if the commission will be considering whether or not they will be 

paying hazard pay with the ARPA funding received by the county.  Commissioner Lee 

stated if we give Allen County employees, then he feels like they should give essential  

employees at Walmart, hospitals, gas stations and such.  Sheriff Murphy stated he would 

like to see 5 weeks of pay to the employees that had not been sent home while dispatch, 

Public Works, Sheriffõs office had to work and did not get hazard pay. Chelsie stated they 

were working and precautious not to bring COVID -19 into the work place. Discussion 

followed.  Sheriff Murphy asked the commission to consider.  

 

Commissioner Daniels stated there is still things to be done at the courthouse.   

 

Chairman Symes s tated he is willing to continue to study the situation, but not inclined to 

justify paying employees more than what they had agreed to do. The leeway to the 

department heads to let employees work from home and employees did so in good faith. 

He stated like  Commissioner Lee across the board, employees did their job they were 

expected to do, they were paid for the work they had done; not an expectation for more 

monies to do the job they were hired to do.  

 

Commissioner Daniels stated it was unprecedented but dealt with it.  Lots of changes due 

to COVID -19. 

 

Chairman Symes sits on the committee and asked if they could have ACMAT Family Night 

on August 5, 2021, but will wait until they come to the meeting to request the night and 

then coordinate with Ron.  

 

Comm issioners reviewed the following documents:  

 

a)  Allen County Attorneyõs office monthly receipts 

b)  EFT Remittance for Hope Unlimited -$8,118.00 

c)  2022 Funding for Juvenile Detention Center  

d)  Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging, Inc. request for funding of $6,713.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $241,366.70  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #21, #22, #23 & #24  

c)  Payroll ð new hire employee for Detention Officer, Austin Dixon  

d)  Payroll ð Season rehire for Public Works, William L. Wilson  

e)  Payroll ð Process Service payment to 6 sheriff employees  

f) Payroll ð Reimbursement request for Jake Bland for $40.00 phone per month.  

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

9:12 a.m. until Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

Via phone_________________________             _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 
 

 



 
IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      June 8, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commis sioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen  County,  Cheslie Angleton, 911 Director, and Jason Trego, 

Emergency Manager,  and Paul Zirjacks, citizen was present to observe the meeting.   

  

Sherrie led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on June 1, 2021.  

 

No one was present for public comments.  

 

Mitchell Gardner, Allen County Public Works Director, presented information on chip seal 

road projects.   

 
The Chip Seal project will start the week of June 21, 2021.  There are 52 lane miles 

scheduled.  Discussion followed on items listed on the paper.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked Mitch to look at Delaware Road east of Humboldt and to 

please keep an eye on it especially the east side of overpass.   



 
 

Commissioner Lee asked about the pot hole mach ine.  Mitch is getting specs for bidding 

this machine and the tank to hold the oil.  He got a rough estimated for 6,000 -gallon tank 

for $60,000, includes the concrete pad, a crane for setting it up because it is 22õ tall. 

Discussion followed on other uses for the tank.  

 

Cheslie Angleton, 911 Director, getting ready to send out invitations for the Phil Chalmers 

training July 28, 2021.  There will be able to be 350 openings.  Lunch will be on their own so 

the community will be notified. She has visited with the library about using their parking.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Arlyn Briggs, landowner, joined the meeting.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, discussed storm shelters for Elsmore.  They already have 

a storm shelter that is opened during inclement weather a nd no one uses it.  There is not 

anyone who wants to sell land to put a storm shelter so they will not be looking for storm 

shelters for Elsmore.  They will continue to look at the low -income survey for Elsmore but for 

other grant opportunities.   

 

Jason p resented information on The Kansas Division of Emergency Management offer for 

a residential safe room program that allows citizens to apply for a rebate to cover the cost 

of installing a safe room. The rebate covers 75% or $3,500 of the cost, whichever is lower. 

This Rebate program is for individuals wanting a private storm shelter.  Discussion followed.  

The county has a resolution to allow persons to apply for this that are not within a city.  

There are a few small cities that still need to do this.  They  do have to be approved storm 

shelters.  Commissioner Lee asked about schools and water districts and not for profits.  

Jason stated they would not qualify for this project but there are other opportunities for 

them.  The website is listed on the Emergency  Management website and will have a link 

on the Allen County website www.allencounty.org  . 

 

Chairman Symes asked about Storm shelters for Petrolia and other area discussed.  He was 

wondering where are we at on thi s, are we aiming for 2022.   Jason reported there is a 

meeting Wednesday to discuss and will work toward getting this done.  

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Economic, discussed a meeting with BG Consultants for the 

utilities project at the Allen County Regional  Airport.  Discussion on several items.  They set 

goals for the airport.  It was discussed what industries would be good to have housed at 

the airport.  They will need 3 to 6 months for BG Consultants to do their job.  They are getting 

the sites certified through commerce.  Discussion continued.   

 

Commissioner Lee asked about other industries, ag, small industry, aviation and such. 

Jonathon stated they will be continuing to target industries.   

 

Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, reported Allen County has the final applicant for 

CDBG-CV for the last $1,061.62. of the $132,000 total.   Commissioner Daniels moved to 

authorize Chairman Symes sign the paperwork approving the payout.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Daniel J. Creitz, 31st Judicial Chief Judge, and Dina Morrison, 31 st Judicial Chief Court Clerk, 

joined the meeting.   

 

Judge Creitz wanted to first, Thank the commissioners for all the expansion occurred with 

the probation.  It has allowed more space that was needed.   

 

Second, Judge Creitz wanted the commission to start considering a new project for a new 

small courtroom.   The current small courtroom has always been a safety issue anyway.  

Large dockets are a big problem.  COVID has brought to issue for them to look at 

expanding into the vault and garage or building an addition.  Discussion on cost.  

http://www.allencounty.org/


 
Commissioner Daniels d iscussed a security entrance as well when planning a remodel.  

Judge foresees putting a bench on the south and expanding to the north.   

 

Chairman Symes asked about the new protocol for the large courtroom?  Judge stated it 

will only hold 21.  Dina stated jury trials will have to be held at the Bowlus. Discussion 

followed on what has had to happen so far on holding trials.  Judge would like to see 

another courtroom as large as the big courtroom.  Commissioner Daniels stated COVID 

has accelerated the need.  Commissioner Lee asked about an annex.  Judge stated it 

could be but with the jail it would be best to be in the same building for transport of 

inmates.  Commissioner Daniels asked about the Supreme Courtõs decision on the social 

distancing.  Judge explain ed current protocol and watching costs.  Commissioner Daniels 

asked what happens to court during remodel?  Judge Creitz stated if the court reporter 

cannot hear there will not be any court.  Discussion followed about off site uses.   

 

Dina discussed 2022 b udget for District Court.  The total proposed $524,719.00 is a $25,942 

increase over 2021 budget, the increased is mostly the Indigent Defense.  County pays 

misdemeanor costs, state pays felony.  She explained the testing costs for CASA have 

increased as w ell.      

 

Chairman Symes asked about the technology for COVID.  Dina stated up every thing has 

been set up great and is complete.  She does still budget a rotation of equipment every 3 

years.     

 

Commissioner Lee asked about working from home. Dina state d they are all back in the 

office now.  They can monitor the work from home and it has been productive.   

 

Rebecca Johnson, SEK Multi County Health Department Executive Director, reported 

SEKMCHD is continually expanding and adding new services to Allen Co unty and 

surrounding population.  This is the 50 th year of being the Public Health Service provider in 

Allen County.   SEKMCHD is requesting $115,000 for 2022.  This is the same amount as the 

current yearõs award.   

 

The health department is an asset to Al len County.  Their office has proved to Allen County 

in the last 12 months outside of the normal services: COVID -19 case investigations and 

contract tracing; fielding numerous COVID -10 related calls; providing work and school 

release letters from isolation  and quarantine; assistance with SPARKS funding 

administration/distribution; provided COVID -19 Recovery Drive to residents (food and 

hygiene products); mask education/distribution; distribution of hand sanitizer to public, 

businesses and schools; assisting  with long term care and school COVID -19 reopening 

planning; partnering with schools to assist in contact tracing; attending COVID -19 task 

force meetings to provide guidance and education ; sending regular updates for risk levels 

to schools, updates to com missioners and emergency managers as well attending KDHE 

COVID -19 webinars 3 days a week; providing mass distribution of COVID -19 vaccine to the 

public and businesses; they also worked after hours and on weekends to make sure 

everyoneõs needs and expectations were met.  

 

Rebecca stated they are an asset to Allen County and have proven that over the last 50 

years; especially throughout this pandemic.  They have many services that they provide 

to the residents of Allen County and are who they have come to tru st and rely on over the 

years.  They appreciate the continued support as they grow and strive to better serve Allen 

County.    She presented a pamphlet with info; she reviewed.   

 

 



 

 

 
 

Chairman Symes commented on all the regular services provided on top o f what they had 

to do for COVID.  He asked about being solid throughout the region.  Rebecca felt so.  

They work together within the counties.  Commissioner Lee stated he serves on the board 

and Becky and her staff works really hard and does a great job.   



 
 

Chairman Symes asked about the vaccine.  Rebecca stated she thinks they provided 

around 3,500 to 3,600 doses.  

 

Matt Stucky, ACMAT Coalition, requested to use the eastside of courtyard for Family Night, 

Thursday, August 4, 2021., 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.   The Coalition is several entities who can hand 

out information of services provided as well as bounce houses using COV ID protocol.  This 

will be after Commissioner Daniels moved to approve, Commissioner Lee seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0   

 

Sherrie reported if Allen County changed from .org to .gov Allen County would not be able 

to have our current emails.  Advantage Compu ters had changed Allen County to an https 

which will be more secure.  

 

Sherrie requested Commissioners to review and Chairman Symes to sign the July 1, 2021 to 

July 1, 2022 contact with Computer Information Concepts for software support.  This is all 

the softwareõs used through the county except for the Register of Deed who has a stand-

alone software.    Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Chairman Symes sign the 

contract.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Sherrie presented valuation for A llen County for July 2021.  

2020         2021 

Real Estate  

 81,012,319        83,167,314 

 

State Assessed Utilities 

 57,522,349        63,354,522 

 

Personal Property  

   7,293,861         7,150,440 

 

Oil 

      835,359           1,092,964 

 

Gas 

      141,456              173,372 

Total      146,805,344                 154,938,612 

    Difference of 8,133,268  

 

 

                                 State Assessed Utilities Breakdown   

Electric Power  

7,142,498     10,071,423 

                          (EVERGY, itself, went up 2,872,673)  

 

Pipeline ð Fluid 

42,893,907     46,087,034 

                  (Almost all companies went up some ð 3,193,127) 

 

Pipeline ð Gas 

4,180,640        4,146,045 

Railroads  

2,627,043        2,333,196 

Telecommunications  

679,746            616,824 

 

 

 



 
Sherrie discussed a request from Cindy Lane, SEK Area Agency on Aging Executive 

Director, for funding for Meals on Wheels.   

 
 

Sherrie stated Allen County currently provides for an average of 72 Meals on Wheels  a day 

for Allen County citizens.  Sherrie stated Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging provides 

other services for Allen County. Commissioners requested Sherrie invite Cindy Lane to a 

Commissioner meeting.  

 

Sherrie updated the commission on the current s tatus of Southeast Regional Meeting that 

Allen County will be hosting.  She reported Lieutenant Governor David Toland will be able 

to be a guest speaker at the luncheon.  Sherrie reached out again to Attorney Generalõs 

office and is awaiting a call back.  



 
Sherrie reminded the commission that Ryan Sparks had resigned from the 31 st Judicial 

Nominating Commission due to him moving out of the district.  Commissioner Daniels 

stated he had someone in mind but would need to see if they would be willing to serve.   

  

Sherrie reported Sharon Moreland, will be the new Southeast Kansas Regional Libraryõs new 

Executive Director, as Roger Carswell retiring at the end of June 2021.  

 

Chairman Symes opened the bid opening at 10:00 a.m.  Bids were submitted by City of 

Iola a nd AMR.  Matthew S. Rehder, City of Iola Administrator, Cory Schinstock, Assistant 

City Administrator, Chase, City of Iola Fire Chief, were present for the bid opening. Jason 

Jenkins, AMR Regional Director, introduced himself.   

 

City of Iola submitted opt ions: 

   
 



 
Matthew and Cory stated they were hoping for interviews but any initial blush questions 

he can address.  Proposal #1 has an extra crew so they can do transfers.  He also explained 

the other proposals.   

 

AMRõs bid has several options listed:   

 
 

Jason explained each of the 4 options for Allen County to review and consider.  If the 

annual runs were not at least 2,144 the entire pricing would change; above not a problem 

because they rely on the 2,144 annual runs for finance. Discussion followed on  staffing.   



 
 

Chairman Symes commented on the Rescue Vehicles and Rescue Boats.  Discussion 

followed.    

 

Sheriff Murphy discussed Nebraska Road getting hammered. He requested the 

commission consider 45 miles an hour speed limit to slow traffic down during  the road work 

on Moran overpass.  

 

Commissioners reviewed Resolution 202107:  
RESOLUTION NO. 202107 

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT OF 45 MPH ON A PORTION 

OF NEBRASKA ROAD IN ALLEN COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, Allen County has Home Rule and statutory authority to modify speed 

limits under K.S.A. 19-101a and K.S.A. 8 -1560; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas have considered 

reducing the maximum speed limit to 45 MPH on a portion of Nebraska Road 

between  59 Highway and east to 5000 Street (County line) as set out below; and  

 

WHEREAS, upon due consideration, the County Commissioners have determined 

that the reduction in the maximum speed limit on the portions of road described 

below will enhance public saf ety.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Allen 

County, Kansas that a maximum speed limit of 45 MPH shall be established for 

Nebraska Road and for that portion between 59 Highway and east to 5000 Street 

(County line).  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that sign designating said speed limits shall be posted by 

Allen County Public Works at appropriate locations on the county road right -of -way.  

 

This resolution shall become effective upon publication in the official county 

newspaper and  posting of said signs.  

 

RESOLVED This 8th Day of June, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Resolution 202107.  Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mitch reported the 4 -10 wheelers ordered are in at the business and they will be going to 

check them out.   

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about an insert for pot hole filler to be used with 10 wheelers.  

Mitch will check on it.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked about  the crusher. Mitch will check on it, they had been waiting 

on small parts.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 911 

Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:35 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:45 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels m oved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Couns elor.  The time is now 10:46 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:56 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 



 
Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:58 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:03 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels explained the road closings.  

 

Commissioner Daniels discussed the small courtroom enhancement, they would like start 

a steering committee; made up of Judge, Sheriff, Commissioner, County Clerk, and 

Attorney.   

 

Commissioner Lee offered to serve on that committee.   

 

Comm issioner Lee reported COVID numbers were up from 0 to 4 for this week.  

 

Arlyn Briggs, landowner, asked Commissioners to ask people to speak into the mic so they 

can be heard on Facebook.  

 

Arlyn discussed West Virginia from Mildred to 59 Highway concerning  semis.  He is still seeing 

a number of semis coming through Lone Elm as a speed way.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commissioner Daniels asked the public to be patient while Commissioners try to get every 

thing worked out.    

 

Commissioners reviewed the followi ng documents:  

 

a)  Grant Award Agreement between Allen County and Health Forward Foundation 

for Allen County Farmerõs Market Funding for $35,155.00. 

b)  A Bankruptcy Court notes for the District of Delaware  

c)  Monthly reports for Register of Deeds, Public Works Offic e, Noxious Weed 

Department, Allen County Clerkõs office, and Allen County Appraiserõs office 

d)  Fund Status report for the end of May, 2021.  

e)  Allen County Treasurerõs monthly reports for cash balances and investments. 

f) Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agency reports for May 2021 and 

from June 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021.  

g)  31st Judicial District Administrative Order 296 Updated COVID -19 Order with Health 

Standards and Protocols, Rescinding Administrative Orders 28 3, 284 and 285.  

h)  Monthly Revenue and Expense Budget report for departments.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $133,870.15  

b)  Journal Vouchers - #25, #26, #27, #28, #29, #30, & #31  

c)  Payroll ð mileage reimbursement for Terry Call  

d)  Payroll ð new hire Hunter J. Mittelmeier for Seasonal Equipment Operator, new hire 

Olivia Stuart for Administrative Assistant for Attorneyõs Office 

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 11:20 a.m. until Tuesday, June 15, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

court house .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 



 
        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       June 15, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Jerry 

Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County 

Clerk. Bruce Symes, Chairman, was absent.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen  County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director,  Johnnie 

Curl, Carl Slaugh and Paul Zirjacks, citizens, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Commissioner Daniels led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the mi nutes of the regular meeting on June 8, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported Allen County had a lot of 

wind damage and some washouts due to major rain and wind on Friday.   Allen County 

sent crews to Anderson County to help them out with storm damage which was hit harder 

than Allen County.  

 

Mitch mentioned his crews will be laying dust abatement next week for three days.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, Lisse Regehr, Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County 

joined meet ing   

 

Mitch discussed dust control on the roads traffic is using as detour while US 54 Hwy is under 

construction at the Moran overpass.  Discussion followed.  Mitch will be meeting with KDOT 

to discuss options later this week.   

 

Mitch said the pot hole p atching machine in New York is a one -person machine so it will 

not be one they are getting.  

 

Mitch hasnõt heard how Murphy Tractor is doing on the crusher.   

 

Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds, reported water coming in the building 

along the foun dations and areas in the ledge around the courthouse are also leaking.  He 

presented bids from Mid -Continental Restoration Co., Inc.  for options to solve the issues.  

One bid was for $1,979 for miscellaneous sealant repairs to the eyebrow (ledge) and bid 

#2 was for $471.00 for window well sealant at the corners of the window wells in 6 locations.  

Commissioner Lee moved to accept the bids from Mid -Continental Restoration Co., In. for 

a total of $2,450.00.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 2 -0-0. 

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, reported she is writing a KDOT grant for Thrive Allen 

Countyõs òOut of countyó transportation.  Thrive Allen County will be the provider.  She 

requested a support letter from the commission.    

 

Arlyn Briggs joined the meeting.  

  

Johnnie Curl, resident on 4200 Street and Nebraska Road, discussed speeding and dust 

control on the roads used for unofficial detour around the Moran overpass on US 54 

Highway.   He acknowledged there are several dangers ; still have semiõs coming down 

the road, the kidõs allergies to dust and dog bowls full of dust.  Sheriff Murphy mentioned 

the drivers have to have a traffic infraction for his deputies to stop.  Mr. Curl presented 



 
maps and requested more signage.  Commis sioners approved Mitch to put more visible 

signs out.  Commissioners will look at the area and see what all areas need speed 

reductions for next weekõs meeting so only one resolution is needed.   

 

Sherrie asked the commission about approving or changing th e Resolution for the county 

purchasing policy.   

 

Sherrie reported behalf of Larry Crawford, Allen County Fair Board, they have used about 

$12,000 for fixing the concession stand and might want to carryover the final monies to use 

next year in 2022 budget on the Horse Barn.  

 

Sherrie mentioned the CDBG -CV grant audit will be sometime in July and so the last 

payment will not be issued until it is final.   

 

Carl commented he knows the commission is still considering the ambulance bids, but he 

would like the c ommission to entertain a work session to learn how the cities policies and 

procedures are handled.   Discussion followed.  Carl would like to facilitate the meeting.  

No action was taken at this time.   

 

Arlyn Briggs, landowner, discussed Vern Millerõs passing away.  He wanted persons to know 

Attorney General Miller was popular in Allen County due to a bust that happened years 

ago.  Arlyn mentioned Attorney General Miller was a hands -on person.  

 

Arlyn discussed roads.  He thinks KDOT should be including th e county in planning when 

an area highway will be closed. He reported what Anderson County has done in the Lone 

Elm Road area.  Arlyn mentioned counties should share equipment to share costs.  

 

Arlyn recommended the commissioners visit other counties before  looking at expanding 

court area to see how they are handling court.   

 

Arlyn mentioned incentives for citizens for mowing their own ditches and such; that would 

leave the county free to do what is necessary on roads.  Discussion followed.  

 

Terry Call repo rted he had to replace his computer.  He considered it an emergency to 

have it replaced, so he went with Advantage. He did have bids and budget.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client.  Commissio ner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  

The time is now 9:17 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:27 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Debbie Bearde n, Allen County Farmerõs Market, has a very good opportunity right now to 

apply for a local planning grant.  She is looking at the expansion of Allen County Farmerõs 

Market making it 12 months not just the seasons now. Growth has come. Vendors would 

like to have a year around market; it is more than just a place to sell but a community 

event.  Allen County Farmerõs Market also provides encouragement and health in the 

community.  They want to create a space for the farmers market every day somewhere; 

a grant  for planning and feasible study to purchase property, to always have a farmersõ 

market.   They envision having raisable sides for summer and down in the winter months, a 

place for a celebration of any kind.  An open -air space which would include kitchen a nd 

enclosed restrooms. Vendors looking now for certified kitchens.  Debbie requested the 

Commissioners to be the fiscal agent for this grant.  It would not cost the county anything 

just would be a pass through for monies.  Commissioner Daniels moved to app rove Allen 

County be the fiscal agent.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 2 -0-0. 

 

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  State of Disaster Emergency Proclamation by Governor Kelly  



 
b)  Monthly report from the District Court  

 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $281833.57 for 6/10/2021 payout  

      & $16610.59 for 6/25/2021 payout  
b)  Journal Vouchers - #32 & #33  

c)  Payroll ð Reimbursement request for gas from Brian Plumlee.  

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 9:35 a.m. until Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courth ouse .   

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                          June 22, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Bruce 

Symes, Chairman, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial, Jonathon 

Goering, Jessica Thompson, and Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, Jason Trego, 

Emergency Manager,  Daren Kellerman, Allen County Sheriffõs Deputy, Vona Parker and 

Paul Zirjacks, citizens, was pre sent to observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman Symes led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on June 15, 2021.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Department, presented a map of the roads 

which need to have a lower speed limit until US Hwy 54 is open east of the City of Moran.  

Discussion followed on whether to do the 35 miles verses 45 miles per hour.  Mitc h reported 

Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT)will be doing some dust control on the 

intersections about 250õ from certain intersections. Discussion followed.  US Hwy 54 east of 

the City of Moran will be closed until next late spring or early summer  2022.  Deputy 

Kellerman reported persons are currently driving anywhere from 47 to 50 miles per hour 

over the current limit of 45 miles per hour.  Commissioner Daniels stated Neosho County 

has 30 miles per hour on their unofficial detours.   

 

Mitch mentio ned Allen Countyõs dust abatement is running behind due to the weather.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Mitch presented the commission with a sample airport hangar agreement from another 

county.  Robert Johnson, II, will tweak for Allen Countyõs purpose.  

  

Commi ssioner Lee asked about the crusher.  Mitch reported they are still waiting on parts, 

a safety switch.  



 
 

Commissioner Daniels asked about the pot hole machine.  Discussion followed.  Chairman 

Symes asked if the oil tank was scheduled for next yearõs budget. Mitch stated they could 

use this yearõs budget or next years.  Commissioners encouraged Mitch to go out for bid.  

 

Mitch reported he needs to purchase some pea rock; even if the crusher gets going, they 

will be behind.  Discussion followed on purchasing rock or having a crusher brought in to 

use (a leased crusher).  Chairman Symes requested a bid so they will know which is 

cheaper.  Bob suggested asking Murphy Tractor about using a loaner if they can while the 

crusher is being worked on.  

 

Commissioners a sked about Allen County storm damage last week.  They helped 

Anderson County for three days.   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, discussed the State Declaration which was done on 

March 12 th, 2020; Allen Countyõs Declaration (Resolution 202004) which was done on 

March 17 th, 2020 and later extended to be in place until rescinded June 2 nd , 2020 

(Resolution 202008).  The State Declaration expired June 15 th as the Legislative 

Coordinating Council decided to not extend the declaration any further.  This ends the 

National Guard deployment, which had been used as logistical support to house and ship 

PPE, transport tests from health departments to labs, etc. This also ends Gov. Kellyõs 

executive authority to issue certain executive orders, therefore all EOs issued wit h the 

authority granted by the declaration have also expired. The countyõs declaration opened 

the door to state assistance for resources (PPE, contact tracers, etc.), and the capability 

to be reimbursed for expenses incurred. The last request for PPE was h and sanitizer in 

September 2020 and the last request for contact tracers was in October 2020. Any 

expenses incurred have been covered by SPARK/CARES funding and therefore not eligible 

for reimbursement via the disaster declaration.  Jason reported the coun ty commissioners 

could rescind the declaration by verbal consensus of the commission, and submission of 

the meeting minutes to KDEM for official documentation. Commissionersõ consensus was 

to rescind the current county declaration.  

 

Jason visited with the commission concerning Storm Shelter Grant. He suggested Allen 

County consider hiring an architect firm to manage the storm shelter construction process.  

This would alleviate the county of that responsibility, and helps ensure that the storm 

shelters are b uilt in safe locations, on solid ground, and not prone to flooding. The CDBG 

grant would not cover the cost of the architect, but the American Rescue Plan 

(ARPA)could.  Storm shelter locations are still undecided, the architect would help with this. 

Itõs likely the county would need to purchase land, or have an agreement with a 

landowner to use their land. If a landowner is willing to donate their land, that donation 

can be used for an in -kind match for up to 10% of the project cost. He stated it would be 

best to build once and not need maintenance.  Engineering would help to know whether 

to build to FEMA specs or to have one brought in.  Jessica stated engineering is a 

requirement of the grant.  They would like to get estimates from the engineers.  The cost  of 

the engineer can be paid by ARPA.  The proposed grant would provide 5 FEMA approved 

storm shelters.  They are looking to put them in the unincorporated towns and Savonburg.  

Possibly one for North or South Iola, but it would have to be in the Low/Moder ate Income 

(LMI) range.  Land acquisition might be a cost unless donated land which could be used 

as in-kind.  Discussion followed. Commissioners approved to go out to bid for Engineers 

that could help spec out for constructing storm shelters and costs to cover the expenses.  

 

Jonathan Goering will send out an airport plan in July.    

 

Jonathan discussed a Labor report quote paid for by Evergy.  Commissioners would like a 

couple more quotes for this.  Commissioner Symes discussed economic development 

efforts,  would this be presented for a portioning sharing of the cost to Iola Industries and 

City of Iola?  Jonathan will present to the others as well.     

 



 
Chairman Symes discussed Jonathan and his great job and all he has been focusing on.    

 

Sherrie reminded the commission that they need an appointment to the 31 st Judicial 

Nominating Commission to replace Ryan Sparks who moved out of the 31 st Judicial District.   

 

Sherrie asked if all Commissioners were planning on attending Kansas Association of 

Counties Conference in October.  They all are planning on it.  

 

Sherrie presented Sandy Hildingerõs resignation letter to the Southeast Area Agency on 

Aging Advisory /Gover ning Board.  She has served several years.   

 

Sherrie mentioned the revised purchasing policy.  Commissioners will review next week.  

 

Sherrie requested a non -elected personnel executive session for 10 minutes.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive  session for 10 minutes to discuss Non -

Elected Personnel. Commissioner Daniels; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County 

Clerk, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Pub lic Works Director and Ron Holman, Allen County 

House and Grounds Director.  The time is now 9:14 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 

9:24 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Non -

Elected P ersonal. Commissioner Daniels; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County 

Clerk, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Ron Holman, Allen County 

House and Grounds Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is 

now 9:26 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:36 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Vona Parker, citizen, discussed the ambulance concerns she has for future services.  She 

would l ike to see the county keep the City of Iola as she doesnõt want to have some 

stranger coming to get her; people who donõt know the county or the people. She asked 

them to please be considerate of the people of the county.  Commissioner Daniels stated 

there  will always be an ambulance service in the county.   

 

Darolyn òCrickettó Maley, Allen County Treasurer discussed her 2022 budget.  It is a little 

higher due to higher publication costs and employees wage increases.  Chairman Symes 

asked about commercial t ags.  Crickett stated most of the counties are not doing their 

own or anyone elseõs. Discussion followed.  She does not anticipate picking it back up, 

they do not have to do the State program.  There are several major changes constantly.  

Annually they spe nt about 10% time on them.  

 

Cara Barkdoll, Register of Deeds, said her increases are all salary.  She has a technology 

fund that pays for all of her technology needs.  She uses the supply room for the other 

items.  When the courthouse shut down, she was a ll by herself keeping up on online òe-

recordingó; this is done for most of the filings.    

 

Cara discussed the American Rescue Plan for the wage employees because it was an 

extra thing they were asked to do.  They should have extra compensation.   

 

Commiss ioners reviewed Resolution #202108  
  

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT OF 35 MPH  

ON A PORTION OF 4200 STREET, 4600 STREET and  

NEW HAMPSHIRE ROAD IN ALLEN COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, Allen County has Home Rule and statutory authority to modify speed limits under 

K.S.A. 19-101a and K.S.A. 8 -1560; and  



 
 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas have considered reducing the 

maximum speed limit to 35 MPH on a portion of 4200 Street between Nebraska and So uth 

Dakota Roads; and 4600 Street between Nebraska and New Hampshire Roads; and New 

Hampshire beginning at 4600 Street east to the intersection of US Hwy 54 as set out below;  

 

WHEREAS, upon due consideration, the County Commissioners have determined that the 

reduction in the maximum speed limit on the portions of road described below will enhance 

public safety.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas 

that a maximum speed limit of 35 MPH shall be establish ed for 4200 Street between Nebraska 

and South Dakota Roads; and 4600 Street between Nebraska and New Hampshire Roads; 

and New Hampshire beginning at 4600 Street east to the intersection of US Hwy 54.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that signs designating said speed limits shall be posted by Allen 

County Public Works at appropriate locations on the county road right -of -way.  

 

This resolution shall become effective upon publication in the official county newspaper and 

posting of said signs.  

 

RESOLVED This 22nd Day of June, 2021.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to adopt Resolution 202108. Commissioner Lee seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 30 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client ð negotiation. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, Allen County 

EMS Financial  and Charles Apt, III, Attorney.  The time is now 9:57 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 10:27 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 30 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client ð negotia tion. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, Allen County 

EMS Financial  and Charles Apt, III, Attorney.  The time is now 10:30 a.m.  Commissioners 

recon vened at 11:00 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Underground Storage Insurance  

b)  Allen County EMS Incident Number 21 -0659 report  

c)  Budget request from Nathan Fawson for Southeast Kansas Mental Health 

Center for 2022.  

d)  A letter from Humboldt Lionõs Club 

e)  Budget request from Dorothy B. Sparks for Hope Unlimited for 2022.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 6/14/2021 -$16,610.59 & 6/21/2021 -$56,620.79 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #34  

c)  Payroll ð Reimbursement for mileage for Terry Call  

d)  Payroll ð Vacation carry -over of 47.25 hours for Roy Smith and Vacation carry 

over of 82.5 hours for Patrick Cash, both to be used before December 1, 2021.  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commis sioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

11:08 a.m. until Tuesday, June 29, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 

_____________________________________                      _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 



 
        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                         June 29, 2021  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Jill Allen, Allen 

County Deputy Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Robert Johnson II, Alle n County Counselor, Mitch Garner, Public 

Works Director, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Bryan Murphy, Allen County 

Sheriff, Jonathan Goehring, Thrive, Chuck Apt III, Carl Slaugh and Paul Zirjacks, citizens,  was 

present to observe the meet ing.  

  

Chuck Apt led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on June 22, 2021.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 30 minutes to discuss 

attorney -client privilege . Commissi oner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chuck Apt III, and 

Terry Call, EMS Financial Director.  The time is now 8:30 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened 

at 9:00 a.m.  No action w as taken.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Director joined the meeting.   

 

Cynthia Lane, Area Agency on Aging, joined the meeting.   

 

Bill Fiscus, Tri-Valley Developmental Services, joined the meeting.   

 

Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, joined the meeting.   

 

Ch airman Symes asked if anyone not on the agenda would like to address the commission.   

 

Bill Fiscus presented the Tri -Valley packets to the commissioners.  He also mentioned that 

Ceri Coffieldsõ term is about to expire.  He reviewed the numbers regarding their services.  

He said the waiting list is nine years old now.  Chairman Symes asked Bi ll to read their mission 

statement.  Commissioner Lee asked about the kind of services that are provided.  Tri -

Valley is requesting $70,000 for their budget request.  He stated their budget was approved 

last week by their board.  Neosho County pays $65,000 , Bourbon County pays $60,000, 

Woodson County pays $23,000.  There are some new counties, but they are handled 

differently.  Commissioner Lee asked why does Allen County pay more if we donõt have 

any more clients than the other counties.  Bill stated Allen  County has always been good 

to Tri-Valley.   

 

Cynthia Lane reported that Allen is one of nine counties that SEK Area Agency on Aging 

serves.  She does not have a kitchen in our area, so the people here get frozen meals.  She 

explained other services they provide besides meals.  $1890.00 was provided to seniors to 

spend at our local farmerõs market.  It is a voucher program, very well received.  She has 

asked for $1 per meal.  Allen County has paid $2,000/year forever now.   

 

Jami Clark presented her budget .  She explained the copier may need replaced.  

Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee asked about the savings by having the office do 

the mailing.   

 



 
Nathan Fawson, Job Springer, and Walt Regehr Jr, all with SEKMHC joined the meeting.  

Nathan presented th e budget request for SEKMHC.  Nathan shared with the commission 

that SEKMHC was awarded a grant to help them become structured differently regarding 

how services are funded and what services will be provided.  They have hired on ten 

advanced therapists.  C hairman Symes asked about Medicare expansion related to the 

funding SEKMHC has received.  Discussion followed.   SAMSA:  Substance abuse mental 

health services administration; Services provided are outpatient services, facilitate and 

assess In patient care , gate keeper to Osawatomie State hospital and Medicaid recipients.  

They have a robust crisis services team.  They recently hired a full -time nurse practitioner.  

They provide service to ten school districts.  Nathan explained the state hospital no longer  

accepting self -check in patients. It has to do with Medicare. They had to reduce bed 

capacity just to keep their credentials.  Nathan said they would be happy to integrate 

with any and all other health agencies.  The budget request is proportionate to the  size 

and need of each particular county.  Neosho - $159,000, Woodson - $40,000, Anderson - 

$85,000, Linn and Bourbon.  There are probably 100 employees with SEKMHC in Allen 

County.  300 total in all counties.   

 

Krista Harding, Interim Director of Southwi nd Extension District, discussed the MOU on the 

building.  Bob explained the MOU procedure.  Bob asked Krista to have her side sign the 

MOU and the commission can sign it next week.  Krista discussed her òinterimó position.   

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Di rector, talked about the 9.5ó of rain since last Friday.  His guys 

are busy keeping up with that.  About $10,000 to fix tractor with boom mower.  It will be 

down around two weeks.  Dust control has been moved back because of the rain.  Some 

has to be repla ced because it got washed out due to rain.  Above ground tanks inspected 

at the shop, one needs to be replaced.  Itõs a single wall tank.  The in walls are thin, so it 

didnõt pass inspection.  Commissioner Daniels asked for options on replacing it.  Mitch will 

get price options and estimates. The other two tanks passed inspection; they are diesel.   

 

Mitch reported on the status of the crusher.  It may be back at quarry next week.  Chairman 

Symes asked about being behind on crushing rock.  Mitch said itõs 4.50/ton to crush road 

rock.  We will have to buy some pea rock.  Chairman Symes stated the emphasis needs to 

be on taking care of keeping crusher in running order.  There is a maintenance plan in 

place for the crusher.   

 

Mitch reported on his proposed bud get numbers and explained changes if need be.   

 

Chelsie presented her budget information.  Discussion followed.  Bob asked about other 

counties agreeing to cover us in the event weõre down.  Chelsie said Anderson is the 

county that would be first to do th at for Allen if need be.  Chelsie further explained the 

purpose of the back up station.  Chairman Symes asked about other vendors. Chelsie said 

she can go out for bids; she had just worked off what had already been done prior to her 

becoming director.  Com missioner Daniels mentioned ARPA funds relating to 

communications.  Sheriff Murphy stated that currently their system is already with TVS, so 

regarding going out for bid, it may be different, just wanted to mention.   

 

Jonathan Goering, Thrive, discussed t he rural opportunity zone program.  Its intent is to 

attract people to areas that have lost population.  He presented a resolution that the 

county would have to sign off on to act as the ògatewayó for someone to participate.  The 

student loan amount that c an be forgiven is up to $15,000.00.   Jonathan does not ask the 

county to participate financially, but rather just act as a sponsor.  Commissioner Daniels 

moved to approve Resolution 202110, AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN RURAL 

OPPORTUNITY ZONE STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM for Calendar year 2021.  

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 



 

 
 

Commissioners reviewed:  
RESOLUTION NO. 202109 

 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE PURCHASING PROCEDURES 

INVOLVING THE EXPENDITURE OF COUNTY FUNDS 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas, has 

determined to require a competitive bid procedure for the efficient and economical 

purchase of goods and services obtained by Allen County, Kansas (hereinafter "the 

County").  

 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas 

(hereinafter "the Board"), meeting in regular session this 29th day of June, 2021, and 

intending to exercise their powers of home rule legislation pursuant to K.S.A. 19 -101a do 

hereby resolve as follows:   

1. Purchases.  Except as otherwise required by law or this Resolution.  

 

a.  $0.00-$2,999.99.  All requests and orders for the purchase, rental or 

lease of goods, supplies, materials, equipment, and services, single or multiple items not 

reasonably expected to exce ed a total cost of Two Thousand, Nine Hundred and 

Ninety -nine dollars and ninety -nine cents ($2,999.99) need not be submitted to the 

Board.  A formal bid will not be necessary.  The Department Head shall send the bill, 



 
approved for payment, to the Allen Co unty Clerk's office.  Two (2) telephone 

quotations are mandatory followed up via email or fax.   

 

b.  $3,000.00 - $6,000.00.  All requests and orders for the purchase, 

rental or lease of goods, supplies, materials equipment, and services, single or multiple 

items reasonably expected to cost more than Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) but 

less than Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000. 00), need not be submitted to the Board for 

approval unless so requested by the Board, or at the option of the Department Head.  

The department will obtain an informal or verbal quote before the purchase will be 

approved.  The informal quote will be by at least two (2) oral, telephone, electronic or 

catalog price solicitations.  

 

c.  $6,000.01Plus.  All requests and orders for the purchase, rental or 

lease of goods, supplies, materials, equipment, and services, single or multiple items 

reasonably expected to meet or exceed Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) shall be 

approved by the Board before bids are advertised or otherwise solicited by the 

Department Head pursuant to this Resolution.  After solicitation and when a bid is 

awarded, an accounts payable will be issued. 

 

1.  $10,000.00 to $14,999.99.   For all requests and orders involving the expenditure 

of the County funds of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) or more but not in excess 

of Fourteen Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety -nine and 99/100 dollars ($14,999.99), 

the Department Head shall solicit informal bids for all such purchases but need to 

be advertise by public notice.  

 

2.  $15,000.00 Plus.  For all requests and orders involving the expenditure of the 

county funds of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) or m ore, the Department 

Head shall solicit formal bids and advertise by published notice as specified in 

paragraph 3.  

d.  Exceptions.  Purchases of culvert pipe, reinforcing steel, sheet piling, 

correlated bridge decking, motor fuels, motor oils, concrete rock, liquid asphalt 

materials, wholesale medications and prescription drugs, ammunition, herbicides and 

utilities need not be approved by the Board as long as there are sufficient public funds 

budgeted to pay for the purchase.  The Department Head purchasing cu lvert pipe, 

reinforcing steel, sheet piling, corrugated bridge decking, motor fuels, motor oils, 

concrete, rock, liquid asphalt materials, wholesale medications and prescription drugs, 

ammunition, herbicides and utilities shall make a t least three (3) tel ephone calls for 

competitive quotations, if competitive quotations are possible.  A copy of the uniform 

tabulation form shall be sent to the Board once completed.  Any purchase made 

pursuant to this paragraph shall not exceed $12500.00 without prior approv al of the 

Board.   

 

2. Competitive Bids Preferred.   Except as otherwise provided in this 

Resolution, contracts for the purchase, rental or lease of goods, supplies, materials, 

equipment, or services shall be awarded on the basis of competitive bids or quot ations 

to the lowest and/or best bidder, taking into consideration conformity with the 

specifications, terms of delivery, whether the supplier is located in Allen County, Kansas 

and other conditions imposed in the solicitation for bids.   

 

3. Formal Biddin g Process .  When required by this Resolution, the 

following procedures should be used for the Formal Bidding Process.  If a separate 

requirement is made by statutory process in a given circumstance, that process should 

be used when in conflict with this pr ovision.  

 

A.  If a purchase requires formal bids to be taken, the Department Head, or 

requesting party, shall seek the approval of the Board prior to solicitation of 

bids.  

 

B.  Bids should be advertised two (2) consecutive weeks in a paper of general 

circulation in the County.  The advertisement should be approved as to form 

by the County Counselor prior to publication, and should be attested to by 

the County Clerk, or the Secretary of a subordinate board, when appropriate.  

 

C.  Bids should be sealed, and remain in that until the designated time of 

opening.  Late bids shall not be accepted, even if only moments behind 

schedule.  Faxed bids may be allowed at the discretion of the department in 

question.  Faxed bids should be confirmed by telephon e, and after report 

should be placed in a sealed envelope by the receiving department.  This 

envelope shall be opened at the stated time and place, and indication 

made that the bid was received by fax.   Faxed bids will be accepted only  

when allowed by the  department.   

 



 
D.  The bids should be opened, and applicable quotations read aloud, and 

noted on an appropriate bid sheet.  This allows all present to have some idea 

of what the bids note.  Alternations or changes should not be allowed in the 

bids, except  in limited circumstances.  The Board need not be present for bid 

openings, but the Department Head, or a designee/representative shall be 

present.  

 

E.  After the opening, the bids should be noted and acknowledged.  Unless it 

is clear on the face of the bi ds, they should not be accepted as bona fide.  

Often times, a bid may appear sufficient on its face, but does not comply with 

the specifications.  As a consequence, insufficient bids should not be 

accepted.  Taking some time to review the bids for complian ce is always 

preferable to accepting an insufficient bid.  

 

F.  After the bids have been reviewed, the appropriate individual or individuals 

should meet with the Board to provide a written recommendation on which 

bid to  accept, or at least the written reco mmendation should be 

forwarded to the Board signed by the appropriate Department Head or 

board.  A summary of all bids that comply with the specifications should be 

available, as well as a statement as to why any insufficient bids do not meet 

the specifica tions.   

 

G.  Upon review of the recommendations, the Board should approve the 

purchase of the item in the following form:  

 

I move that the bid submitted by (Successful Bidder), be approved as the best 

bid, and that (Item), be purchased according to the t erms of the bid, based 

upon the recommendation of (Department Head/board).  

 

H.  When a particular bid has been accepted, notice should be given to the 

successful bidder, in writing, that their bid was approved, and that they will 

be bound by the term and p rice indicated in their bid documents.   

 

4. Specifications.   All specifications issued by the Department Head 

under authority of this Resolution shall contain applicable language alerting all 

potential bidders to the pertinent affirmative action, anti -discrimination requirements 

of the State of Kansas and the county, as amended from time to time.  All specifications 

shall also include language notifying all potential bidders that the Board reserves the 

right to accept or reject any or all bids and the righ t to waive any or all informalities or 

irregularities therein.  All specifications shall include a statement regarding trade -in 

considerations, if applicable, indicating whether a trade -in is optional or definite and 

indicating when and where the trade -in may be viewed.   

 

5. Seasonal Bidding.   Purchases of road salt, liquid chloride de -icing 

and stabilization materials, roadway striping paint and glass beads, and crushed 

aggregate shall be subject to policies required by this Resolution, however, competiti ve 

bids on such materials shall only be required to be taken at least one (1) time per year, 

prior to the respective season when such materials are typically purchased and used.  

Nothing contained in this paragraph shall be construed as prohibiting additio nal 

bidding whenever the Department Head or Board deem it advisable.  

 

6. Sale or Disposition of County Property.   Whenever purchases are 

made in conjunction with the sale or disposition of County property (i.e., trade -in) the 

Board, by unanimous vote, shall determine that the property to be sold or disposed is 

no longer required, or cannot prudently be used for publ ic purposes of the county.  All 

public notices and procedures required by statue shall be made in conjunction with 

the sale or disposition of County property.  The requirements stated in this paragraph 

may not be waived.  

 

Emergency Purchases.  When in the opinion of a Department Head, an 

emergency exists which requires the immediate purchase, lease or rental of goods or 

services, the Department Head may procure such goods or services in an amount not 

to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5000.00) The Department  Head shall submit 

documentation to the Board on the next succeeding business day specifying the facts 

and reason(s) supporting the emergency purchase.  A copy shall also be forwarded to 

the County Clerk and the Board with the invoice for payment.  

 

8. Awar d to Best Bid:  In County Preference.   As a general rule, the 

award of contracts pursuant to this resolution shall be made to the lowest and/or best 

bidder, taking into consideration conformity with the specifications, terms of delivery 

and other condition s imposed in the call of solicitations for bids.  However, preference 

may be given to bidders from within Allen County.  

 



 
9. Bid In Excess of Estimate.   The Board may elect to reject any bid in 

excess of Engineer's estimate if an estimate is available and n egotiate thereafter, or 

reject all bids.  If the Board authorizes negotiations, the County Counselor/Attorney and 

the affected Department Head shall negotiate with the lowest bidder first.  If 

negotiations fail with the lowest bidder, the Board may authori ze negotiations with the 

next lowest bidder and each bidder in sequence through all bidders until a satisfactory 

agreement is reached.  At any time during negotiations the Board may terminate 

negotiations or order the purchase re -bid.  

 

10. Vouchers Issued When Purchase Made.   When a bid is accepted 

by the Board, the amount thereof shall be charged against the current appropriation 

of the department for which the bid is accepted by issuing an accounts payable 

voucher.  If a contract for services is awarded, a contract payable voucher will be 

issued. 

 

11. Legal Fees: Retention of Attorney.   The procedures required by this 

Resolution shall not apply to the County Attorney's Office for payment of expert witness 

services, outside legal counsel, real estate title abstract services in connection with tax 

foreclosures, or costs for other legal matters.  All contracts for outside legal counsel must 

be approved by the Allen County Attorney or the Board prior to their effectiveness.  The 

bidding procedures required by t his Resolution shall not apply to services of architects, 

attorneys, engineers and appraisers selected by the Board.  The bidding procedures 

required by this Resolution shall not apply to the purchase of contracts of insurance.  

The bidding procedures requ ired by this Resolution shall not apply to professional 

services.    

 

12. Purchase of Vehicles.   All Department Heads and other persons 

authorized to purchase materials and supplies for the County shall notify the Board of 

the need and intent to purchase a ny motor vehicle at the time of submitting the 

department budget request.  A reminder notice should also be given by November 1 

of the year preceding the anticipated purchase of the vehicle.  The purchase of 

new/unused motor vehicles shall be consolidated whenever feasible.  Nothing 

contained herein shall prevent the county from purchasing storm damaged or 

demonstrator vehicles.   

 

13. Purchases In Violation of Policy.   The Board may refuse to authorize 

payment of any contract or purchase which has been mad e or entered into in violation 

of this Resolution.  After considering the same in an open public meeting, the Board 

may authorize payment for any contract or purchase which has been made or entered 

into if they find the purchasing procedures as set out in this Resolution were 

unintentionally not followed.  

 

14. Cooperation with other Entities.   It is the intent of the Board to 

cooperate with other governmental entities and consolidate purchases when such 

consolidated purchases are feasible.  State or Federal  grant funds may be expended 

in accordance with the requirements of that governmental agency.  

 

15. Waiver of Provisions.   For good cause, the Board may waive any or 

all of the requirements of this Resolution for specific purchases requiring its approval, 

only at an open public meeting.  For good cause, a Department Head may waive any 

or all requirements of this Resolution for specific purchases not required to be submitted 

to the Board for approval, provided the Department Head submits documentation with 

the payment voucher specifying the facts and reason(s) supporting good cause and 

which requirement(s) were waived.   

 

16. Headings Not Binding.   The headings contained in this Resolution 

are for reference purposes only and do not constitute a portion of the Resolution.  

 

17. Insufficiency of Part.   Should any portion of this Resolution be 

deemed by a court of competent jurisdiction to be insufficient or improper, the 

remainder of this Resolution shall remain in full force and effect.   

 

18. That Resolution No. 201606 shall be, and hereby is superse ded by 

this Resolution.  

 

19. This Resolution shall take effect upon publication one (1) time in the 

official County newspaper.  

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 29th day of June, 2021. 

 



 
Commissioner Lee moved to approve the Resolution 202109, AMENDING THE PURCHAS ING 

PROCEDURES INVOLVING THE EXPENDITURE OF COUNTY FUNDS.  Commissioner Daniels 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.   

  

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss HIPPA . 

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman 

Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County 

Counselor.  The time is now 11:05 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:15 a.m.  No action 

was taken  

 

Commissioners approved the following do cuments:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 6/25/2021 -$244,435.36 & 6/28/2021 -$28,639.31 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #35 -41 

c)  Payroll ð Payroll enrollment for Shaun Frye -Public Works and payroll increase 

for Ethan Chambers -Jail 

d)  Payroll ð Process servers 

e)  Abatement ðRE Value 332, $64.80, Year 2020 

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Daniels moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned 

at 11:20 a.m. until Tuesday July 6, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the courthous e 

for regular meeting .   

 

 

____________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson    Jerry Daniels , Allen County Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________            ________________________________________ 

Jill Allen, Allen County Deputy Clerk   David E. Lee, Allen County Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                         OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      July 6, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor,  Terry Call, Allen 

County EMS Financial Director,  Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, and Paul Zirjacks, 

citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Commissioner Lee led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the m inutes of the regular meeting on June 29, 2021.  

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, did not have anything to report.  

 

Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator,  reported the 

windfarm will be replacing blades on some the win d turbines here in the next few weeks.  

The project is anticipated to be 10 weeks.  

 

Commissioner Daniels reported he was reappointed to the Governorõs 911 Coordinating 

Council for another term.  

 



 
Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor  presented the MOU b etween Allen County and 

Southwind Extension District for review.  Discussion followed on what it will be covered on 

the MOU and what will not be.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the MOU and 

Chairman Symes to sign.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Chairman 

Symes signed.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Lee and Terry will be meeting with Chuck Apt to discuss ambulance services 

later this morning.   

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive se ssion for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Terry Call, EMS 

Financial Director/Zoning Administrator,  Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  The time is 

now 8:43 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 8:53 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Trevor asked if there is a time line for making a decision for the ambulance.  Commissioner 

Daniels stated there are meetings s et up over the next couple of weeks so maybe the end 

of August or sooner.   

 

Commissioners requested to finish up budget requests with the department heads that 

have not already visited with them. 2021 Valuation was discussed.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Monthly reports from the Allen County Clerkõs office, Appraiserõs office, Noxious 

Weed Department and Register of Deeds office.  

b)  June 2021 Fund Status report  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $40,810.57 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #42 & #43  

c)  Payroll ð Meal reimbursement for Julie Siebert  

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:59 

a.m. until Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

 Bruce Symes, Chairperson     Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen  County Clerk    David Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                         OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    July 13, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerr y Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register,  Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Ron Holman, 

Allen County House and Grounds Director, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works 



 
Director, Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County,  and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to 

observe the meetin g.  

  

Trevor Hoag led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on July 6, 2021.  

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, joined the meeting.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, updated the commissioners on road 

work since the weekend rains.  

 

Mitch asked about BG Consultants where to pay the consultant fees.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch reported the crusher is at the quarry bu t still not in operation; there are on and off -

key issues. They are still waiting on parts.  

 

Mitch discussed a request for a road vacation from Stephen F. òFredó Beck for vacating 

the east portion of Wyoming Road, which is a county line road.  Discussion f ollowed.  

Commissioners approved to proceed with the hearing.  

 

Mitch discussed a tank for the pot hole patching oil.  The city of Humboldt uses a different 

type of oil than what the county needs to.  Mitch discussed the size of the tank needed to 

keep oil for county use.  The county uses the slow seal and City of Humboldt uses a quick 

seal due to the speed of the traffic.   

 

Commissioner Lee asked about what chemical the county sprays along roads.  Mitch 

stated they spray for noxious weeds only.  Mitch stat ed they use different chemicals for 

different weeds.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked about 1800 Road, what the process will be to repair it.   Mitch 

replied the trucks tearing it up still have a 2 ð3-year contract.  He discussed having them 

change roads for usage.   The road will remain as a reclaimed road until the company is 

done.  

 

Mitch stated a truck bed is being put on one of the 10 -wheel trucks, so then they will be 

able to get it after it has been approved.   

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, represen ting Iola Pride Group, stated they have 

an interest in a splash park on the square.  Funding would be checked on if commissioners 

approved a splash park.  He is thinking north of the clock tower and west. Johnathon 

stated it depended on if the county wante d it, they would look into it. Commissioner Lee 

was not comfortable, Commissioner Daniels not sure. Discussion followed. Chairman Symes 

stated not anyone interested.    

 

Johnathon discussed labor study, salaries, benefits, skills, housing, switching jobs, 

demographics, age, what to recruit for.  Discussion followed.  Marks Nelsonõs cost for the 

study is $25,000, Evergy contribution of $8,000 for a total of $17,000; Next Move Groupõs 

cost for the study is $22,400, Evergy contribution of $8,000 for a total of  $14,400 and 

FHSU/Docking Institute for a cost of $18,714, Evergy contribution of $8,000 for a total of 

$10,714.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Symes requested Johnathon check with the other 

economic development entities; Humboldt, Iola and Iola Industrie s   Commissioner Symes 

asked about asking College, and USDõs.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee stated he 

would like to hear from the companies about what their studies will be used for after they 

are completed.  Commissioner Symes asked what the stu dy will be applied towards.  The 

agency will share what will be done with the information.  Commissioner Daniels wanted 

to know who instigated this. Johnathon stated Evergy is the one who made the suggestion.  



 
Commissioner Lee suggested to check with the t op manufacturing companies in the 

county about cost share as well.  

 

Johnathon updated the commission on the airport project.  The engineers will be here at 

the August 31, 2021 commissioner meeting.  

 

Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, and Arlyn Briggs joined the meeting.  

 

Johnathon wanted to discuss Land Banks at a county level not city level.  A quasi track of 

land and makes them available for a residential development. Discussion followed.  

Johnathon, once it is the land bank then the county would have to maintain the property.  

Chairman Symes stated the property  could be improved.  Johnathon shared the City of 

Chanuteõs Land Bank ordinance: 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 
Chairman Symes stated Chanute has only one property in it currently to see how it goes.  

Johnathon would like to know if the commission is even interested in this.  If  not, they will 

concentrate at a city level. Discussion followed.  Commissioner Lee wondered what that 

would do for the county; he understands the concept.  Johnathon said the empty lots 

allow for more opportunities for residential area.  Chainman Symes sa id it would allow signs 

in the yards so that persons know who owns it.   It would need to be spread across the 

county, not just Iola and Humboldt.  Discussion continued.  Johnathon will continue to look 

into this.   

 

Johnathon stated Atlas Community Studio s will be in town next Wednesday and Thursday 

to tour Allen County.  They will be having focus meetings and stake holder meetings to 

look at housing, economic development and building Neighborhood Revitalization. 

Wednesday night they will be having an info rmation meeting 5 -6 p.m. in the Stadler Room 

at Allen County College, sharing what they have learned so far.  Invite is for the public.  

 

Chairman Symes reported on August 23, 2021 Kansas Association of Counties (KAC) is 

hosting a big housing conference onl ine.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed Economic Development focus, he said housing took the top of 

the list.  He questioned funding mechanism for this type of thing, is it always going to come 

back to the county? He was concerned about duplicating services, wond ered about a 

clearing house so that doesnõt happen.  Trevor stated the City of Chanute was doing a ĳ 

cent sales tax go towards economic development.  Chairman Symes said he has thought 

about the PILOT monies and community foundation; it needs to be more th an just county.  

 

Rodney Burns, discussed revenue interest going down over the years, out of county 

prisoner housing fees, general fund expenses and general fund carryover.  

 

  
 



 

 
 

Sheriff Murphy stated housing out of county prisoners was down due to covid but is picking 

back up.  Rodney stated the General Fund Expenditures are being kept flat but carryover 

keeps dropping.  He has projected in the 1 st draft that the mill levy will increase 16 mills over 

2020, which is also over the revenue neutral rate.  He explained to the commission they 

need to find areas to cut.  Discussion on changes.  

 

Sherriff Murphy explained his budget increases.  Commissioner Daniels stated the county 

budgets have to level out, there has been sufficient increases over the last few years.   

 

Chuck Apt, III, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioners adjourned for a 3 -minute break.  

 

Sherrie reported Attorney General Derek Schmidt would be available to be one of the 

guest speakers at the Southeast Kansas Regional Meeting that Allen County will be hosting 

on September 23, 2021.   

 

Sherrie explained the difference between attorn ey vouchers; one is contracted the other 

is not. 

 

Sherrie reported Naomi Ann Coltraneõs Memorial was designated for Meals on Wheels and 

$1,065.00 has been collected as a memorial so far.    She stated that in 2020 Allen County 

paid $44,730 for Meals on Whe els.  This money is reimbursed back into the jail for costs and 



 
we received $7,509.62 for donations.  Sheriff Murphy stated that is 17,892 meals a year.  We 

serve up to 80 meals a day.    

 

Chairman Symes opened the hearing for Michael Knavel, Property Cond ition Complaint.  

Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator,  Michael Knavel, 

citizen, and Bret Heim, Attorney were present.  Counselor Johnson requested 

commissioners continue the hearing for 30 days so clean up can continue.  Th ere has been 

progress so they would like to continue.   Terry stated some is taken care of, Bob and Terry 

will keep an eye on it as the 30 days go.  Commissioners granted the 30 -day extension.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed Area Agency on Aging services reques t for 2021. Discussion 

followed on Meals on Wheels.  He suggested to pay $3,000 instead of $2,000 to cover 

services other than meals for Allen County.  

 

Sherrie asked about the courtroom expansion committee.  Commissioners agreed Judge 

Creitz, Judge Davis, Dina Morrison, Court Clerk, Commissioner David Lee, Sherrie L. Riebel, 

Allen County Clerk, Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds Director, Bryan J. 

Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, would serve on that committee and to have the court pick 

a citizen and Co mmissioner Lee has a citizen in mind from the public to serve.   

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairma n Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning Administrator, and Charles Apt, II.  The time is now 10:20 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:35 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into execut ive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning Administrator , and Charles Apt, III.  The time is now 10:37 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:47 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Jason Jenkins, AMR Representative, discussed ambulance service they could provide for 

Allen County.  Commissioners asked questions about serv ices; staffing.    Jason explained 

what would happen based on what the county design desires.   Commissioner Daniels 

thanked Jason for coming to the commission meeting in case there were questions.  

 

Rodney presented revised draft.   

 



 

 
 

Discussion followed.  Commissioners requested department heads cut more out of their 

budgets if they could.  

 

Commissioners reviewed Resolution 202111:  

 
Resolution 202111  

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISIONERS OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS TO MAKE CERTAIN FINDINGS REGARDING THE 

ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY IN ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS: 

 

 SECTION 1. The Board of Commissioners, Allen County, Kansas hereby FINDS as follows:  

 A.  That a request fo r annexation of the following described land (the Property) has been presented to it by the owner of the Property, 

J.D. Harris, 519 S. Ohio, Iola, KS  66749: 

 

HARLEM ADD TO IOLA, S36, T24, R18, BLOCK 1, Lot 2 & 3 

 

B. That the Property does not adjoin land within the boundaries of the City of Iola.  

 

C. That the annexation of the Property at the request of the Propertyõs owner is advisable, desirable, beneficial, and in the publicõs interest. 

 

SECTION 2. WHEREAS, The City of Iola, Kansas hereby respectfully requested that the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County, 

Kansas, find and determine that the annexation of the Property will not hinder or prevent the proper growth and development o f the area or that of 

any other incorporated city lo cated within Allen County, Kansas, all as provided in KSA 12 -520(c), as amended.  

 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS THIS 13th DAY OF JULY 2021. 

 

 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approved Resolution 2021 and annex 519 S. Ohio, Iola, KS 

into the City of Iola.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0 

 

Chairman Symes discussed a contract with the State of Kansas Department of 

Transportation for Ser vices to the Elderly van: a 5310 Contract. This provides operating 

expense funding for the elderly van. Commissioner Daniels moved to authorize the 

chairman signature on the document. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0 

 

Commissioners reviewed t he following documents:  

a)  In the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware court case  

b)  Treasurerõs Composition of Cash Balances and Investment reports for June, 

2021. 

c)  Monthly revenue reports from District Court, Public Works office, and Atto rneyõs 

office.  

d)  Fund Status report for ending month June 2021  

e)  Memorandum from Bob Kent, Deputy Director, Division of Property Valuation 

on Property Tax Interest Rates for Calendar year 2022.  

f) Kansas Housing Resources Corp for Hope Unlimited for ESG Cares -FFY2020 

Grant Payment.  

g)  Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agency dtd 07/02/1997  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 7/8/2021 -$710,698.48 & 7/12/2021 -$25,401.11 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #44, #45, #46, #47 & #48  

c)  Payroll ð Vacation Carry over of 48 hours for Nathan Jackson approved to be 



 
used before December 24, 2021 and vacation carry over of 24 hours for Brenda 

Beth to be used before December 23, 2021.  

d)  Payroll ð New hire Brandon Cameron as Assistant County Attorn ey.  

 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

11:22 a.m. until Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

courthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

 Bruce Symes, Chairperson     Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk    David Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      July 20, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, Terrill Mueller, Murphy Tractor representative, 

Cheslie Angleton, 911 Director, Carl Slaugh, and Paul Zirjacks, citizens was present to 

observ e the meeting.  

  

Chelsie led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on July 13, 2021.  

 

No public comments.  

 

Mitchell Gardner, Allen County Public Works Director, discussed more rain last weekend.  

Several crews were out, they made things passable and now going back to fix since the 

rain went down.   

 

Mitch reported dust abatement was pushed back again due to the abundance of rain.  

Savonburg road will be the first once oil is received.  

 

Mitch reported EPA got the road fixed so they are using a different haul road, wonõt be on 

county roads as much.  

 

Mitch reported the crusher is ready, they will be starting it up tomorrow with Murphy Tractor 

personnel to be present for startup.   Terrill discussed the supply chain is a very big issue on 

parts ability.   

 

Mitch reported they had gotten a boom mower back  that was getting maintenance.  

Discussion followed on ditch cleaning and equipment; track hoe or back hoe.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked about West Virginia Road, tear up spots instead of patching until 

the road can be done. Discussion followed on notification.   Commissioners suggested 



 
Mitch touch base with KDOT for pea rock.  Discussion followed on traffic in that area due 

to the closing of US Hwy 169 and itõs detour.   

 

Mitch will be sending out for bids for a patching machine this week.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 91 1 Director, updated the commission with Navigator Conference data; 

it had 1200 attendees.  She stated they are getting ACE certified and will be on stage next 

year at Nashville with recognition.  Chelsie presented statistics and reviewed each and 

explained  what they meant:  

 

   
 

 
Chelsie stated it is hard for small counties to be accredited.  They have really succeeded 

enough for major recognition.    

 

Johnathon Goering, Thrive Allen County wanted to remind the public Altis Studio will be in 

Iola Wednesda y and Thursday 5 -6 pm in the Statler Room at the Allen County Community 

College.  

 

Johnathon explained the Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ), Allen County passed a few years 

ago there are 4 on the waiting list.  Discussion followed.  The county could pay $1,500 for 5 

years to forgive one of the 4 on the waiting list.  

 

Sherrie presented Larry Petersonõs request via email: 
They also wanted you to present the first two invoices to the County Commissioners for their sign off:  

¶ Agilysys ($10,500.56): This invoice is to purchase the Hospital Auxiliary a point of sale (POS) system for the hospital Gift Shop.   When St. Lukeõs 

took over the hospital operation, they brought in a new POS system for the Cafeteria.   They claimed that for legal r easons they could not 

provide a secondary system for the Gift Shop, since it was a separate legal entity.   In order to piggy back off of the Cafeteria POS system, 

St. Lukeõs provided us with a quote for a compatible POS system to put in the Gift Shop.  The Auxiliary is hesitant to purchase the system 

since this would take their profits for the next year and a half.   So, they decided to see if the Facilities Board would consider purchasing 

this POS system for them.   The Facilities Board voted to make the pur chase, but felt they also wanted to get the Commissioners OK, before 

making the purchase.  

¶ HCA ($9,045.78): This invoice is essentially for two types of items:  

ü PTO payout ($19,388.28): This is for the termination PTO payout for myself when I left employment  with HCA on 07/31/20.   I essentially 

had a full PTO bank (288 hours) of hours when I left their employment.   This is the amount of money that I received on my final 

paycheck from HCA.  

ü Misc. Credits ($10,342.50): These are a variety of credits that HCA iss ued on the final invoice.   These look reasonable and consistent 

to the credits that we had received for the period that we had been under a management agreement with them.  

Commissioners want to discuss it further and take under consideration.  

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Phil Drescher, Bukaty Company (Allen Countyõs health 

advisor) that BlueCross BlueShield is asking if Allen County would like their plan to cover 



 
COVID -19 claims and testing at $0.00 cost share for members of your plan.   The two options 

they give are until 1) 12/31/2021 or 2) The end of the pandemic as reported by the federal 

government.  Fully insured plans are giving this to their members.   Self-funded plans get the 

choice.   COVID -19 claims can be coverage as any other illness.  No acti on was taken at 

this time.  

 

Commissioner Lee discussed the multi county health department update on Covid. Allen 

County 23 active cases.  Discussion followed.  State hasnõt sent anything down as of this 

time.  Mr. Zirjacks asked about the 23 that are infec ted by this Delta Variance and of these 

who has been vaccinated. Commissioners encouraged safety.     

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Mark Spillman of Moran to the Thirty -First District 

Judicial Nominating Commission to fill an unexpired term July 2 0, 2021 to March 4, 2024 to 

replace Ryan Sparks who resigned.  Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to appoint Andi Garrett to serve on the Courtroom Expansion 

Research Committee.   Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion pas sed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -

elected personnel. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Chelsie Angleton, 911 

Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:12 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:22 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Clien t Privilege HIPPA.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the 

room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Robert Johnson, 

II, Allen County Counselor and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator.  the 

time is now 9:22 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:32 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -elected 

personnel. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the roo m will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Mitchell Garner, Allen 

County Public Works Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is 

now 9:33 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:43 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -elected 

personnel. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Mitchell Garner, Allen 

County Public Works Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is 

now 9:44 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:54 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss non -elected 

pe rsonnel. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Mitchell Garner, Allen 

County Public Works Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is  

now 9:44 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:04 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege Negotiations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in 

the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Charles Apt, 

III, Attorney, and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator.  the time is now 

10:06 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:16 a.m.  No action was ta ken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege Negotiations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in 

the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniel s, Charles Apt, 



 
III, Attorney, and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator.  the time is now 

10:16 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:21 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

 

a)  Correspondence from the SEK Multi County Health Department concerning 

COVID cases.  

b)  EMC Insurance claim  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $56,385.08  

b)  Payroll ð Process Service Papers  

  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:27 

a.m. until Tuesday, July 27, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson              Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk              David E. Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                         OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    July 27, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Robert Johnson II, Alle n County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen 

County EMS Financial Director, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director,  Chelsie 

Angleton, 911 Director, Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County,  Carl Slaugh, Mike Russell  and 

Paul Zirjacks, citizens, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Becky Voorhies led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on July 20, 2021.  

 

Carl Slaugh, citizen, commented he is not representing the City of Io la but speaking as a 

resident.  He pointed out the City of Iola and Allen County combine Fire/EMS in 2014; 

before that the City of Iola ran their own ambulance and the county had the rest of the 

county. Currently Iola has 28 positions authorized staff that  runs the service; they are short 

two employees.  For fire OSHA requires 4 on staff, 2 in the structure fire and 2 out plus 

supervisor.  And structure fires (NFPA 1700 regulations) are supposed to have 15 people on 

a single family dwelling there for rotati on in and out. That is why they call for mutual aid.   

2,144 EMS and 310 non -EMS runs so the majority of commitment is for EMS service; Probably 

only 6 average a year of structure fires and getting fewer and fewer as smoke alarms are 

installed.   Carl gave  statistics about when 3 units were out on transfers/runs; in 2018 there 

were 36 times, 2019 there were 29 times, 2020 there were 22 and so far in 2021 there have 

been 26 times.  Terry Call stated even though there were 3 units out doesnõt mean they 

were a ll on transfers out of the county.  Carl stated in 2019 there were 3 times when 4 units 

were out at a time, 2021 two times when there were 4 units out at one time.  There are 



 
times when decisions have to be made which one has priority. That becomes an issu e 

(infrequently) when someone has to make a decision that is why they exercise mutual aid 

mostly from Chanute.  The city has adequate staff to support both the EMS and Fire.  Some 

people feel the county is subsidizing the City of Iolaõs Fire operation but financial figures 

would not bear that out for what it would cost to run a fire operation. Commissioner Lee 

asked about employees.  Carl stated there is typically 9 employees on each shift plus 

supervisor, a red, blue and white shift giving 28 total employe es.  He explained what the 

make -up is; 13 are paramedics, 5 advanced EMTõs, 8 are EMTõs.  So, the City of Iola is 

primarily able to serve the EMS service and secondarily the fire calls.  The 310 fire calls are 

not necessarily fire calls, they are anything that is not EMS.  Vehicle responses or anything 

not EMS. Discussion followed rescue and hazmat usage.  Carl nor Terry had the information 

currently.  6 ambulances (2 are in Humboldt and 2 in Moran), and 5 and when you have 9 

some are on vacation or sick le ave or training so staffing is greater for that day.  Carl stated 

FLSA covers rules of fire vs EMS. 

 

Bryan joined the meeting  

 

Mike Russel, citizen, discussed ambulance services.  On behalf of the senior citizens in Allen 

County.  Discussion followed on h is concerns about costs before Medicare kicks in once 

inside the ambulance.  Terry explained AMR does the same service as what Allen County 

would do; no charge if no transfer.   

 

Lori Stone, Hospital Auxiliary treasurer, requested for the Allen County Faci lities Board to be 

able to purchase the cash register and software for payroll deduct because that is the 

main people who use the gift shop.  Discussion followed on what their services would be; 

sodas, candies and other concessions employees purchase or gu ests. When St. Lukeõs took 

over the hospital operation, they brought in a new P oint Of Sale (POS)  system for the 

Cafeteria.   They claimed that for legal reasons they could not provide a secondary system 

for the Gift Shop, since it was a separate legal enti ty.   In order to piggy back off of the 

Cafeteria POS system, St. Lukeõs provided us with a quote for a compatible POS system to 

put in the Gift Shop.   The Auxiliary is hesitant to purchase the system since this would take 

their profits for the next year an d a half.   So, they decided to see if the Facilities Board 

would consider purchasing this POS system for them.   The Facilities Board voted to make 

the purchase, but felt they also wanted to get the Commissioners OK, before making the 

purchase.   She explain ed 80% of their services are hospital employees and St. Lukeõs will 

not be able to do payroll deduct.  Point of Sale cost would be $10,500.56 is the initial cost 

of the software and the Auxiliary would pay for the annual software  approximately $500.00 

per year .  Mrs. Stone explained the history of the gift shop  was self -sufficient before COVID .  

They gift financially back to the hospital; employees are all volunteers in the gift shop.  They 

also market the hospital back to customers.  Payroll deduct is a co nvenience for the 

employees of the hospital but not the gift shop , great ambassadors to the hospital . 

Chairman Symes asked if the Gift Shop would still function if this software was not 

purchased?  Mrs. Stone  stated she couldnõt answer that but explained t here would 

probably be less gift items and not sure the future.  Commissioner Lee asked about a time 

line?  Mrs. Stone stated they canõt open due to COVID until St. Lukeõs opens up.   

Commissioner Daniels stated he would like to know why with St. Lukeõs doesnõt let them in.  

Mrs. Stone stated due to COVID because St. Lukeõs hasnõt opened up. 

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported dust abatement has started.  

They 10 trucks; three yesterday, three today and hopefully four Wednesday so  they will be 

done with dust abatement.  He explained the areas and hopefully finishing tomorrow.  

Some of it will be the KDOT detour; down 4200 Street and by the houses located there.  

 

Mitch stated crews still trimming trees, mowing, ditch work (little w et yet), working putting 

in entrance pipes and other normal functions. He is planning on chip and seal starting next 

week.  

 



 
Commissioner Lee asked if they were crushing gravel, Mitch stated they are doing blasting 

then moving the crusher back in.  Discussi on followed on blasting.  Just running main 

crusher, for road rock.   

 

Chelsie Angleton, presented Memorandum Of Agreements between Allen County 

Emergency Communications and Anderson County Emergency Communications, 

Anderson County Emergency Communications and Allen County Emergency 

Communications, Allen County Emergency Communications and Labette County 

Emergency Communications, Labette County Communications and Allen County 

Communications, Woodson County Sheriffõs Office and Allen County Emergency 

Communications, City of Chanute 911 and Allen County Emergency Communications 

and a payroll item for review and approval. Chelsie explained they use surrounding 

counties only for help when systems are down between counties, back and forth.  Chelsie 

explained when the last time was when they took Anderson County calls.  They covered 

for other counties and other counties cover for Allen County. If they on calls and more 

comes in it also rolls to the next agency.  Commissioners will review and take acti on next 

week.  

 

Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, discussed CDBG grants for Storm Shelters.  She 

explained the information:   
Allen County 

CDBG- Community Facilities  
Storm Shelter Project 

Maximum Award Amount $ 750,000 

Application Deadline October 29th, 2021 

Award Date On or around January 22, 2022 

Choose Architect 08/03/2021 

Finalize locations 08/23/2021 

Public Hearing 10/12/2021 

Publish public hearing 09/23/2021 

 

Other important information: 

¶ This is a competitive grant- based on need, leverage and local effort 

o 100 Points available 

¶ 10 bonus points for not having a CDBG grant in the last 5 years. 

¶ Allen County is eligible to apply for grant funding. 

¶ Twenty-Five percent (25%) match is required- receive full 20 points if match if 1:1. 

¶ Beneficiaries must meet the low-to-moderate income guidelines- we might have to survey depending on storm shelter 

locations. 

 

There 3 locations are in unincorporated cities; Mildred, Carlyle and Petrolia.  They would 

have to have restrooms in the storm she lters.  ADA requirementséa decision would have 

to be made within a few weeks.  Savonburg does meet the requirements for low to 

moderate income to qualify for grants.  

 

Rodney Burns, auditor, presented Draft #3.  He reviewed what changes in wages and such 

wo uld change or add.  Chelsie explained she needed back up stations and wanting to 

take care of her employees.  COLA was discussed for 2022.  Bryan discussed his needs in 

jail, cost of a vehicle bumped it up.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Daniels state d he 

thought 2% COLA and 1% Merit would be sufficient.   

 

Rodney discussed the Tax Lid funds going into this yearõs budget to help carryover.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed Airport Budget.  Discussion followed on hangers and rent costs.   

 



 
Commissioners discu ssed budgets and employee wages and benefits.  

 

Sherrie discussed an email from Larry Peterson  concerning the St. Lukeõs Facilities Board 

to pay for PTO payment of $9,045.78 for : 
¶ HCA ($9,045.78): This invoice is essentially for two types of items:  

PTO payout ($19,388.28): This is for the termination PTO payout for an employee  

when they  left employment with HCA on 07/31/20.   They had a full PTO bank 

(288 hours) of hours when they  left their employment.   This is the amount of 

money that was  received o n their  final paycheck from HCA.  

Misc. Credits ($10,342.50): These are a variety of credits that HCA issued on the 

final invoice.   These look reasonable and consistent to the credits that person 

had received for the period that they  had been under a manage ment 

agreement with HCA. 

Commissioners will take under consideration.  

 

Sherrie requested a decision for BlueCross BlueShield.  They are asking if Allen County would 

like their plan to cover COVID -19 claims and testing at $0.00 cost share for members of 

you r plan.   The two options they give are until 1) 12/31/2021 or 2) The end of the pandemic 

as reported by the federal government.  Phillip Drescher, Benefits Consultant Bukaty 

Companies, stated fully insured plans are giving this to their members.   Self-fund ed plans 

get the choice.   He stated he doesnõt think Allen County would need to provide this òextraó 

benefit.   COVID -19 claims can be coverage as any other illness but it is the commissionerõs 

decision. Discussion followed.  Commissioners agreed the county  doesnõt need to provide 

the òextraó benefit. 

  

Sherrie updated the commission on the SEK Regional Meeting to be hosted on September 

23, 2021. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege, neg otiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those 

in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Terry 

Call, EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator, Charles Apt, III, Attorney via phone.  The 

time is now 9:52 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:12 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Sherrie updated the commission on Fred Beckõs request for a road vacation.  Anderson 

County is processing it.   

 

Sherrie reminded the commission they need a replacement for Sandy Hildiger on the 

Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging board.  Their next meeting is August 10, 2021.  

Commissioner Lee will attend.  

 

Sherrie asked about Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging request for funding.  

Commissioners are still taking under consi deration  

 

Sherrie presented a purchase order for approval for the 5311 General Transportation Grant 

for 2022.  Commissioner Daniels moved to approve.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Sherrie mentioned several entities have requested ARPA funding.  

 

Sherrie informed the County Court Committee will be meeting on August 2, 2021 at 5:30 

p.m.  Those on the committee is Daniel Creitz, Judge, Chairman, Tod Davis, Judge, Dina 

Morrison, 31 st Judicial District Chief Court Clerk, David Lee, Commissio ner, Sherrie L. Riebel, 

Allen County Clerk, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, Ron Holman, Allen County House 

and Grounds Director, Andi Garrett, citizen and Toni Manbeck, citizen.  Discussion 

followed.  Commissioners suggested either Jerry Hathaway or  Robert Johnson also serve 

on that committee.  

 



 
Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege, negotiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those 

in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Terry 

Call, EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator, Charles Apt, III, Attorney.  The time is now 

10:33 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:53 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to  go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege, negotiations.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those 

in the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Terry 

Call, EMS Financial  Director/Zoning Administrator, Charles Apt, III, Attorney.  The time is now 

10:54 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:09 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privileg e, negotiations.   Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in 

the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Terry Call, 

EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator, Charles Apt, III, Attorney.  The time is now 

11:09 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:14 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to non -elected 

personnel.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 11:20 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:30 a.m.  

No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 1 5 minutes to non -elected 

personnel.   Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Mitchell Garner, Allen County 

Public Works Director and Robert Johnson, II, Allen Count y Counselor.  The time is now 11:35 

a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 11:50 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to Attorney Client.   

Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be Chairman 

Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County 

Counselor.  The time is now 11:50 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 12:00 p.m.  No action 

was taken.  

 

Rodney discussed a few more changes to items on the proposed 2022.  Discussion 

followed.  

 

Commissioner Lee reported there were 37 active Covid cases this week in Allen County. 

23 active cases last week 7% were already vaccinated, 7% had variance, 86% were not 

vaccinated. Allen County went from 23 to  37 in seven days.  As of yesterday 37%, of Allen 

County 12 and older have been vaccinated, 37% have had at least one dose, has 4 cases 

of the Delta Variance as of last 3 weeks.   

 

Commissioner Daniels will be attending a State 911 Coordinating Counsel EMS  meeting at 

the State House in late August.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Letter and audit from Reach Healthcare Foundation  

b)  Initiation of Work for Proposed FY2022 AIP Project from Federal Aviation 

Administration.  

c)  Letter of Resignation f rom Rachel Covey as Fire District #3 Secretary.  

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 7/22/2021 -$181,271.82 & 7/26/2021 -$969.74 

b)  Journal Vouchers - #  



 
c)  Payroll ð Rehire Matt Komma for the Jail  

d)  Payroll ð New hire Frederick (Alex) A. Henderson as Equipment Operator 

for Road and Bridge.  

e)  Payroll ð Pay increase for Dana Dawn, position change/certification  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Chairman Symes moved to adjourn, 

Commissio ner Lee seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:13 

p.m. until Tuesday, August 3, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

 Bruce Symes, Chairperson     Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk    David Lee, Commissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                       OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   August 3, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commis sioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Mitchell Garner, 

Allen County Public Works Director, Daniel Creitz, 31 st Judicial Chief Judge,  Daniel 

Schowengerdt,  Attorney,  Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, Arlyn Briggs, Leo Nilges, 

Justin Hoepker, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Chairman Symes led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on July 27, 2021.  

 

Arlyn Briggs, landowner, discussed county roads.  He requested speed limit signs on West 

Virginia Road. Discussion followed.   

 

Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, and Becky Voorhies, Thrive, joined the meeting.  

 

Arlyn asked Sheriff Murphy about the stops along this road.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Public works Director, dust abatement is completed everywhere in Allen 

County.   

 

Mitch  still mowing, one mower down, trimming trees continued this week. Chip and seal 

on 4400 Road and should be able to move on.  Discussion followed on other roads on the 

list.   

 

Mitch reported the crusher is down again. Discussion followed on reasons why it  is down.  

 

Terry Call, Allen County Zoning Administrator, reported there was a Zoning hearing held on 

July 22, for Conditional Use Permit for Wide Open Speedway.  Terry explained 4 events a 

year.  He reported the Zoning Board recommended it be approved.  Chairman Symes 

moved to approve the CUP.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Terry reported Monarch would be having a hearing on August 26, 2021.  

 



 
Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, requested from the commission if they are going to 

approve  the grant request for Storm Shelters.  Chairman Symes asked about the grant 

CDBG and the request for architect, site approved, plumbing for the shelters, for 5 shelters, 

2 in Savonburg, 1 in Mildred, 1 in Petrolia, 1 in Carlyle.  CDBG covers 50% of the pr oject, not 

including plenary costs.  Discussion followed on cost and county portion.  Chairman Symes 

would like to know a more definite cost on whether the county approves the CDBG with 

regulations or county funding alone without regulations or other optio ns available.  

Discussion followed.  Commissioners requested a spreadsheet of the architects and costs 

and sizes for the next step.  LMI requirements.  CDBGõs are drawn down reimbursements.  

 

Commissioner Lee asked Becky about long term out of county trans portation. Becky will 

make sure Lisse or Jessica will be available next week for questions.  

 

Judge Creitz reported on the County Court Committee to discuss what is expected of the 

Committee.  He stated COVID has magnified the need to do something.  Judge Creitz 

stated the consistence was a remodel would not work, but an annex on the courthouse.  

Discussion followed.  The committee could be checking on engineering firms.  Judge 

would like the ARPA funding to pay for it.  Commissioner Lee discussed the commi ttee 

would like to go south as there is no place to go north.  It has to be attached for security 

reasons.  Judge Creitz explained if the thought was to expand to the north would be a 

long narrow room that would not be sufficient.  Discussion followed on t houghts and ideas.  

Judge Creitz stated he wants to be proactive.   

 

Darolyn òCrickettó Maley, Allen County Treasurer, and Jerry Hathaway, Allen County 

Attorney, joined the meeting.  

 

Judge Creitz reported the next committee meeting is September 7, 2021.  Commissioner 

Daniels stated the commission needs a foot print of what is needed by the Judges and 

staff.  Commissioner Lee stated it would be a big -ticket item and they want it to look nice 

and reflect the pride of the courthouse.  The Commissioners reques ted the committee 

develop and RFP for commissioners to review.   

 

Sheriff Murphy stated he would check to see if there is more funding elsewhere.  

 

Crickett presented monthly reports for the commission to review.   

 

Sherrie reminded the commission they need a replacement for Sandy Hildinger on the 

Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging, Inc.  Commissioner Lee will be filling in for her at 

the next meeting on Tuesday, August 10, 2021.  

 

Sherrie requested on behalf of Larry Alsiep, Allied Bus iness, to conduct an audit of Allen 

Countyõs phone bills.  Larry said he is recommended by Kansas Association of Counties.  

Discussion followed.  Commissioners declined this service at this time.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed the Code of Conduct:  
ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

As a grant recipient of a CDBG -CV contract, Allen County Government shall avoid, neutralize 

or mitigate actual or potential conflicts of interest so as to prevent an unfair competitive 

advantage or the existence of conflicting rol es that might impair the performance of the 

CDBG-CV contract or impact the integrity of the procurement process.  

 

For procurement of good and services, no employee, officer, or agent of Allen County shall 

participate in the selection, award, or administrat ion of a contract supported by CDBG -CV 

funds if he or she has a real or apparent conflict of interest.  Such a conflict could arise if the 

employee, officer, or agent; any member of his/her immediate family; his/her partner; or an 

organization which employ s or is about to employ any of the parties indicated herein, has a 

financial or other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for a 

contract.  

 

No officer, employee, or agent of Allen County shall solicit or accept gratuities, favo rs or 

anything of monetary value from contractors or firms, potential contractors or firms, or parties 



 
to sub -agreements, except where the financial interest is not substantial, or the gift is an 

unsolicited item of nominal intrinsic value.  

 

Contractors th at develop or draft specifications, requirements, statements of work, or 

invitations for bids or requests for proposals must be excluded from competing for such 

procurements.  

 

For all other cases, no employee, agent, consultant, officer, or elected or appo inted official 

of the state, or of a unit of general local government, or of any designated public agencies, 

or subrecipients which are receiving CDBG funds, that has any CDBG function/responsibility, 

or is in a position to participate in a decision -making  process or gain inside information, may 

obtain a financial interest or benefit from the CDBG activity.  

 

The conflict or interest restrictions and procurement requirements identified herein shall apply 

to a benefitting business, utility provider, or other third -party entity that is receiving assistance, 

directly or indirectly, under a CDBG contract or award, or that is required to complete some 

or all work under the CDBG contract in order to meet the National Program Objective.  

 

Any person or entity includi ng any benefitting business, utility provider, or other third -party 

entity that is receiving assistance, directly or indirectly, under a CDBG contract or award, or 

that is required to complete some or all work under the CDBG contract in order to meet a 

Nat ional Program Objective, that might potentially receive benefits form CDBG awards may 

be participate in the selection, award, or administration of a contract supported by CDBG 

funding.  

 

Any alleged violations or these standards of conduct shall be referred  to the Allen County 

Attorney. Where violation appear to have occurred, the offending employee, officer or agent 

shall be subject to disciplinary action, including but not limited to dismissal or transfer; where 

violations or infractions appear to be subst antial in nature, the matter may be referred to the 

appropriate officials for criminal investigation and possible prosecution.  

 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS THIS 3RD 

DAY OF AUGUST 2021. 

 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to approve all Commissioners sign the code of conduct.  

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes mentioned the Memorandum Of Agreements (MOA)between Allen 

County Emergency Communications and Anderson County Emergency Communications, 

Anderson County Emergency Communications and Allen County Emergency 

Communications, Allen County Emergency Communications and Labette County 

Emergency Communications, Labette County Com munications and Allen County 

Communications, Woodson County Sheriffõs Office and Allen County Emergency 

Communications, City of Chanute 911 and Allen County Emergency Communications 

presented to them last week for review.  C ommissioner Daniels moved to app rove sign all 

MOAõs. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes discussed a Farm City Days request for monies for October 14 to 17, 2021 

Farm City Days.  Commissioner Lee moved to approve $1,500. Chairman Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes discussed the 2022 estimated budget. Commissioner Daniels stated he 

would like to see the mill levy at 61.500; which would generate $281,185.  He doesnõt ever 

want to do catchup for the next year but this still lowers the levy from 2 021.  Commissioners 

all agreed with the 61.5.  Commissioner Daniels stated it is a tribute to the county for the 

growth.  

 

Commissioner Lee reported on the Southeast Kansas Multi County Health (SEKMCHD) this 

weekõs COVID cases; Allen County has 59 cases and Bourbon has 105.  

 

Chairman Symes discussed an article from Rebecca Johnson, Executive Director at the 

SEKMCHD recommendations to practice; it is highly recommended to get educated with 

creditable information (Kansas Department of Health and Environment and CDCõs 



 
website is filled with useful, easy to understand information), get Vaccinated if able, wear 

mask in large gatherings, continue to use good hand hygiene, social distance when 

possible and stay home when sick.   Chairman Symes just wanted to remin d the public as 

COVID is surfacing again in Allen County.  

 

Commissioners discussed roads that will need attention in the near future; New Hampshire 

Road between 200 Street and 400 Street is one of them.  Commissioners requested Mitch 

to have his crew to t ear out the current cement road.  Discussion followed.   

 

Terry stated the Medical Arts Building is storing medical records for the hospital. The hospital 

personnel is marking files to remove to different storage or destroy.  Chairman Symes stated 

he talke d to the athletic director about using students for community service projects; one 

to serve meals at the SEK Regional Meeting and second to haul files up and down stairs. 

Whoever move the boxes would have to sign a HIPPA confidentially form. Discussion 

fo llowed.   

 

Chairman Symes discussed the SEK Regional Meeting.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairm an Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning Administrator, and Charles Apt, II.  The time is now 9:48 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 10:03 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will 

be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Terry Call, EMS Financial 

Director/Zoning Admini strator, and Charles Apt, II.  The time is now 10:04 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:14 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents:  

a)  Treasurerõs monthly reports 

b)  Reports from the Department of Commerce on the CDBG -CV Gran t 

c)  Quarterly Financial Statement from KWORCC  

d)  Monthly cash receipting reports from Allen County Clerkõs office, 

Appraiserõs office, Attorneyõs office and Register of Deeds office. 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents:  

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $137,007.61 

b)  Payroll ð 6th month pay change for Chelsie Angleton  

c)  Payroll ð reimbursement for mileage for Bruce Symes and Jackson 

Meats.  

d)  Journal Vouchers - #49  

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded, and motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 

10:20 a.m. until Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assemblyõs Room of the 

cou rthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

 Bruce Symes, Chairperson     Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk    David Lee, Commissioner  



 
IOLA, KANSAS                      OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                  August 10, 2021   

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regu lar session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairman 

Bruce Symes, Jerry Daniels, Commissioner, David E. Lee, Commissioner, and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Trevor Hoag, Iola Register, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, Terry Call, Allen County EMS Financial Director, Bryan 

J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, Jonathon Goering, Lisse, Becky, Jessica, Thrive Allen 

County,  Cheslie Angleton, 911 Director, Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, Matt Rehder, 

City of Iola Administrator, John Fewins, and Paul Zirjacks, citizens was present to observe 

the meeting.  

  

Becky Voorhies led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on August 3th and special 

meeting on  August 5th, 2021.  

 

No public comments.  

 

Mitchell Gardner, Allen County Public Works Director, reported the crews are chip and 

sealing this week; finishing up on 4400 th St.   

 

Mitch reported they are out trimming and mowing as well, but one mower is down a nd 

one brush hog.   

 

Mitch reported Murphy Tractor is still trying to get the crusher up and running full time; 

electrical issues.  

 

Commissioners asked about pot hole patching machine.  Mitch is still gathering 

information on it; one sliding in.  Mitch re ported one truck of the trucks ordered is currently 

at the factory waiting to be painted and the others are close behind.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, reported they had their dispatch review and steering meeting last week 

on Thursday for the fire departments; everyo ne except for LaHarpe, Elsmore, and 

Savonburg. The review is a requirement for the ACE application. She explained about 

plans going forward are to help the fire departments and dispatch work better together 

over all.  Meetings must be held twice a year but  for now they are trying to do quarterly.  

The meetings must be geared to dispatch review and steering meeting.  Chelsie reported 

they were ACE Standard for medical and fire July month which could be the 1 st month of 

their required 3 months.  They have bee n consecutive in fire for a few months.    

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, reported FEMA, in coordination with the FCC, will 

conduct a national test of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) and Wireless Emergency Alert 

(WEA) system on Wednesday August 11 th at 1:20 pm. The messages will clearly state that it 

is a test. In the event of widespread severe weather, the backup date of August 25 th  will 

be used. The National Weather Service will not convey any national testing of the NOAA 

Weather Radios.  

 

Jason reported there is a LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) meeting today at 

2:00 pm at the Bowlus Fine Arts Center. They will be discussing upcoming exercise goals 

and transition from the Training and Exercise Planning Workshop (TEPW) to the Integrated 

Preparedness Planning Workshop (IPPW). For the purposes of the Emergency 

Management Performance Grant (EMPG), the county is required to have two exercises in 

2021; one exercise would be the IPPW (at the October LEPC meeting), and they 

recommend that the co unty use the COVID response as a real -world incident for exercise 

credit.  
 

 



 
Jason updated the commission on the current and upcoming weather.  A Heat Advisory 

was issued for Allen County from 12:00 noon on Monday through 8:00 pm Wednesday. 

Heat index values of 103° to 108° are possible, although the latest report has 107° for Alle n 

County today, and 104° tomorrow.  

 

Jason covered Emergency Operations Plan; the countyõs Emergency Operations Plan 

(EOP) was last updated in 2019 and expires in 2024. However, the Kansas Division of 

Emergency Management (KDEM) has realigned the expiratio n dates of all county EOPs by 

region; creating 5 regions in Kansas. While Allen Countyõs plan was grandfathered in and 

is valid until 2024, the regional expiration date would be 12/01/2021. Jason explained 

updating the plan now puts Allen County in a bette r position to fall in line with the stateõs 

regionalization scheme. If we donõt do it now, weõll have to do it the next planning cycle. 

Since the plan was approved two years ago, only minor updates should be necessary; 

contact/personnel information, and en suring the plan conforms to the Kansas Planning 

Standards (KPS) that were revised in 2019 -2020. The regional expiration scheme was 

brought about because 75% of counties expired in the same year, which stretched their 

plan reviewers thin when everyone wante d their plan reviewed all at once. Then for the 

other 4 years, they didnõt have enough work to keep them busy. The regionalization also 

facilitates counties working together at the regional level to collaborate on their planning 

efforts.  
 

Chairman Symes as ked about PPE supplies.  Discussion followed.  Jason stated they have 

plenty to hand out.  

 

Jason Jenkins, AMR joined the meeting.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County, discussed long term intent of out of county 

transportation.  She stated Thrive is current ly filling a gap and their intent is to make sure 

that gap stays filled in whatever way they can.  Lisse produced data from the last three 

month for review:   

 
Thrive Allen County Non -Emergent Transportation Service is strictly out of county 

information. Thrive has two cars they use as Thrive cars. Discussion followed on riders, trips 

and grants they apply for this service.  Health Resources Services Administration(HRSA) 

grant it is a Federal grant.  Lisse stated she would like to see it handed off.  Thriv e was not 

put in to existence to do long term, what Thrive does is fill the gaps with hopes to hand that 

off. Her intent right now is to find an entity to handle it, they are currently writing grants to 

continue Thrives cars.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commi ssioner Lee asked if riders are the same persons over and over.  Sherrie stated some 

of them are.   Discussion followed.   

 



 
Rodney Burns, auditor, joined the meeting.  

 

Becky Voorhies, Thrive Allen County, presented Allen County Storm Shelter Project 2021:    

 
She reported the estimated cost is $275,000 at $48,000 (30 -person shelter) each using the 

CDGB Grant.  Allen County would need to prepare the site and parking. Becky stated she 

had contacted Rick Zingre an architect in Fort Scott, that charges $70 hou r or the 

commission could say they only have $3,000 to spend he will give that much time for a 

plenary architect work.  Chairman Symes asked about the current storm shelters located 

elsewhere and types.  Discussion followed on the costs whether it is a gra nt or otherwise.  

Becky stated the grant is due in October, and sites would have to be picked ahead of 

time.  Commissioner Lee asked how long a person would be in the shelter? Jason would 

check on timing but normally they donõt tell people when they could come out of shelter.  

Architect/Engineer is required by the grant.  Chairman Symes stated he would be in favor 

of pursuing the shelters on our own without grant funding. Commissioner Daniels stated he 

would be in favor of spending less and the county provi ding shelters without the required 

architect costs.  If Allen County can buy five shelters and place them ourselves with the 

help of the company for $125,000 or less that the county should do that.  Terry stated the 

companies he had looked at might have th e cost higher.  Commissioners agreed to do it 

on their own for next season.  



 
 

Joyce Adair and Joe Hess, Iola Senior Center, Inc., joined the meeting.  

 

Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, reported Allen County was selected out of a 

handful of airports in  Kansas for the Fly Kansas Air Tour scheduled for September 23, 2021, 

from 2:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.  He would like to make it a very public event. They want include 

school kids to businesses; it is a great opportunity to showcase Allen County Regional 

Airpor t.  There will be 40 plus airplanes with pilots and other people so possibly 65 to 70 

people.  Planes will take off from Wellington and fly to Fort Scott, then Allen County and 

go on from there.  This Friday, Jonathon Goering, Thrive Allen County, Jerry Da niels, 

Commissioner, Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director and Robert Poydack, 

Allen County Airport Manager will be meeting to start the planning process.   

 

Chairman Symes stated Allen County will be hosting Southeast Kansas Regional meeting  

that day in the morning.  It will be perfect timing for the 17 counties to stick around for the 

fly in.  

 

Jonathon reminded the commission the RFQ for the airport layout plan are due at the end 

of the month (August 31), they will need to select a consultant by September 21, 2021, so 

the process is continuing. Jonathon does not have a recommendation at this tim e.   

 

Chairman Symes asked about labor study proposals and land banks. Jonathon is still 

working with Robert Johnson, II, on land bank information and resolution.  He is on funding 

with other entities to join in the study, since Evergy is funding it they w ant to stay on it.   

 

Joyce Adair, Iola Senior Center Inc. Director, reported the Iola Senior Thrift Store is now 

open 5 days a week; Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 

Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  They als o will be opening the second 

Saturday of every month from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Joyce repeated they have a full crew 

with 14 members.  

 

Joe Hess, Iola Senior Center Inc., requested the commission to approve an addition to the 

south side of the building:  

 
 



 

 

 
 

Joe stated they are requesting 20X50 foot room addition.  If they kept the donations, 

instead of giving back to the community they would be able to build the addition 

themselves.  Discussion followed on space and costs.  The Maybee Foundation Gran t 

accepts applications quarterly, specifically for building construction but they do require 

the applicant to come up with 40% public donations as well and 40% would have to come 

from other which he would like it to come from the county.  Joe would like to  have 

approval from the commission to build the addition and remove a tree in the south lot, 

designate the Iola Senior Center, Inc. as a permanent lessee (which is required by the 

Maybee Foundation) and help with the funding. He explained they really arenõt a lessee 

as they do not pay rent. Commissioner Daniels asked if the expansion would be due to 

social distancing so funds might be available for such. Discussion followed on grant 

requirements and whether the percentages could be different.  Joe stated th ey could not, 

the grant is offered to a 4 or counties, non -profits in the area strictly for building 

construction. He would give a form for the commission to go with the grant stating òAs the 

owners the building occupied by the Iola Senior Center, Inc., we  the Allen County 

Commissioners hereby declare the Iola Senior Center, Inc. to be permanent lessees of the 

property located at 223 N. State.ó   Joe would appreciate the commissioners to take under 

consideration.   



 
 

Rodney Burns, discussed changing the Gene ral Capital projects line to adjust the mill levy 

to 61.5 which is still down from 2020 taxes. Discussion followed.  Commissioner Daniel 

suggested the RNR hearing and Budget Hearing be held on August 31, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

and 9:10 a.m. respectively.  Rodne y discussed the Sewer Districts and Fire Districts levies.  

Sherrie discussed the requested mill levies. Commissioner Daniels moved to approve draft 

6 and publish the RNR and Budget hearings for August 31, 2021. Commissioner Lee 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chairman Symes stated he has checked with the athletic director at the Allen County 

Community College to serve food on September 23, 2021 or if any other person has 

suggestions.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about remodeling with ARPA funds.  He would like to see 

security barriers in the Clerkõs and Treasurerõs offices.   Sherrie will check.   

 

Commissioner Daniels asked Sheriff Murphy about food for the jail.  Sheriff Murphy stated 

they have been dropped by SYSCO due to lack of drivers.  He stated they  do check costs 

around to the county stores.   

 

Commissioner Lee discussed a citizen wanting the county to consider bridges (15 tons) in 

the rural areas due to the age, they are not designed for the 18 wheelers of now days. It is 

suggested they be consider ed to replace.  Mitch reported Allen County has bridge 

inspections about every 3 -4 years, not everything is considered a bridge, depends on 

axels.  KDOT only covers bridges not culverts, most have a 15 -ton limit.  Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Lee st ated the second thing was noxious weeds.  If you have weeds in your 

field, you get dinged by the state and when the right of way has Johnson Grass it is thrown 

in the fields is frustrating.  Noxious weed department does sell chemicals to farmers but 

they a renõt in the office when they are out spraying.  They could use maintenance 

personal at the shop to run over and sell the chemical.  Discussion followed on certification 

and rotation.    

 

Chairman Symes suggested a 3 -minute break. The time is 9:47. Commissioners agreed.   

 

Chairman Symes moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Trade 

Secrets. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chai rman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Jonathon Goering, Thrive 

Allen County and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 9:52 a.m.  

Commissioners reconvened at 10:02 a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved t o go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss non -

Elected Personnel. Commissioner Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Those in the room 

will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, and Robert Johnson, II, 

Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:04 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:09 

a.m.  No action was taken.  

 

Sherrie asked about clarification on Sewer District #1 and #2, Fire District #2, 3, & 4 2022 

budgets.  Commissioners agreed Sewer District #1 should be 9 mills, Sewer  District #2 should 

be 20 mills, and each of the three fire districts should be at 5 mills.   

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney 

Client Privilege negotiations.  Commissioner Lee seconded; motion pass ed 3 -0-0.  Those in 

the room will be Chairman Symes, Commissioner Lee, Commissioner Daniels, Charles Apt, 

III, Attorney and Terry Call, EMS Financial Director/Zoning Administrator.  the time is now 

10:14 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 10:24 a.m.  No act ion was taken.  

 




