
 
IOLA, KANSAS                 OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                January 3 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman Jerry Daniels,  Commissioner  Lee, Commissioner Symes and Shannon Patterso n, 

Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  

& Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Rickie Ai ello, Allen County  

employee,  Zak Smith, Universal Construction, Paul Zirjack s, citi zen , was  present to observe 

the meeting.   

 

Cha irman D ani els led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Terry Call, citi zen, joined th e me eting.  

 

Carl Slaugh, Iola City councilman , joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioners app roved the m inute s of the  regular meeti ng o n December  29, 2022.   

 

Chair man Daniels asked for public comment, there was none.   

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director,  presen ted his ówish-listó for 2023. A few items would 

include  a couple of d ump trucks , a ònewó truck for the rock  quar ry, 2 mower decks , skid 

steer , and the MowerMa x. Discussion followed.   

 

Loren Korte & Jeremy Armstrong, St. Luke õs Hospital, joined the mee ting.  

 

Chairman Jerry Danie ls reported that M onarch Cement Comp any has pledged 

$100,000.00 for All en and Neosh o Counties to assist with road repa ir expenses from the 

detours. For their records  they are requesting documentation to show what the mon ies 

will be spent on. Discussion fol lowe d.  

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Direc tor, reported they are still working on  the runway ; still 

filling the cracks. Discussion followed.  

 

Loren Kor te , on behalf of St. Luke õs Hospital came to intro duce the new hospital 

adm inistrator, Jeremy Armstrong.   Jeremy has b een  here 3 months now. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Loren reported the med ical arts building is comp lete and in use. The work at the hospital  

is to b ring in more special ists. Loren thank ed the commission for their  help to get this 

accomplished. The clinic on North Washingto n is now empt y. Discussion followed  on 

specialty cli nics and the specia lties that could be a vail able in the clini cs.  

 

Commis sioner Lee move d to  go into  executive session f or 10 minutes fo r non -elected  

person nel . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 8:49 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be  Commis sioner s, Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Direc tor, Mitch ell 

Garner , Public  Works Director, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Co mmissioners rec onvened at 8:59 a.m .  No action  taken . 

 

Dimity Lowell, Iola Seniors Inc , joined the meeting.  

 

Judge Daniel Creitz joined the meeting.  

 

Judge Creitz report ed on the interview process for the c onstruction manager of  the court 

expansion projec t. Two applica nts, Crossland Construction and Universal Construction,  

were interview ed by a committee  of 4 indi viduals. The recommendat ion o f the 

committee is for Crossland Construction to be  awarded the c onstruction manager 



 
contract. Discussion followed . Commissioner Lee moved to accept t he committe eõs 

recommendation of Crossland  Construction being awar ded the con struction manager 

position . Commissioner  Symes secon ded; mo tion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Dimity Lowell, Iola Seni ors Inc , reported that Y utzy Construction  informed them they h ad 

to have a pad buil t for the concrete work to begin. They we re able to complete this .  

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executive session f or 10 minutes fo r non -elected 

person nel . Co mmissioner Lee seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:15 a.m.  

Those present will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, citi zen, and Robert Johnson II , Allen 

County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:25 a.m .  No action  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executive session f or 5 minute s for non -elected 

personnel . Co mmissioner Lee seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:27 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, citi zen, and Robert Johnson II , Allen 

County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:32 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executive session f or 5 minutes fo r non -elected 

person nel . Chai rman Dan iels seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:34 a.m.  

Those present will be Commis sioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:39 a.m .  No action  taken . 

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  docum ents:  

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Voucher s $ 

b)  Payroll - 

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commis sioner Lee moved to adjour n, 

Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned at 9:39 

a .m. until Tuesday, January 10 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Commissioners Roo m of the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels , Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterso n, County C lerk                    Da vid  E. Lee, Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    January 10, 2023  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Lee, Commissioner  Jerry Dani els, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  

employee , Jason Trego, Allen C ounty Emergency  Manager , Terry Call, Allen County 

Zoning, Vicki Moss, Iol a Register  representative,  Robert Johnson, II,  Allen County  

Counselor , Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  present to observe the  meeti ng.   

  

Chairman  Daniels  led  the group in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners app roved the minutes of the January 3, 2023  meeting . 

 



 
Shannon Patterson, Al len County Clerk, s wore in Jerry Danie ls as Commissioner for D istrict 

#1.  

 

Chairman Dani els moved to appoi nt Commissioner Lee as Cha irman and Commissione r 

Symes as Vice -Chair for 2023 . Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked  for public comment, there wa s none.  

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  into executi ve session for 10 minutes for trade secr et s. 

Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 8:35 a .m.  Those 

presen t will be Commissioners , Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County  and Rober t E. Johnson,  II, 

Allen Count y Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 8:45 a.m.  No action  tak en . 

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy joine d the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Daniels presented Chairman Lee with a  check from Monarch Cement for 

$47,000.00. This was a contribution to help with road repairs  du e to the d etours .   

 

Sheriff Bryan Murp hy reported that the county has made the final payment on the  jail 

bond.  He would li ke to know w hat can  be done with the monies brought in when 

housing inma tes from other cou nties. This money has been used to make the bond 

payments. Discussion followed. Commissioners would like another week to research what 

kind of fund it can be receipte d into.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, reported the run way is do ne , all but for a few clean 

up items, and is now open. The striping com pany has been notified that it is ready. 

Discussion followed . 

 

Mitch reported that 90% of the radios for public w orks are in and being programmed for 

Allen County.  

 

Mitch reported on t he p re-construc tion  meeting held at the landfill  for the new cell. 15 

c ontractors showed up to look  around. Bids will be in by January 25, 2023. The engineer 

will help compile all of t he info rmation f rom the bids and get  it ready for presentation  to 

the co mmissioners. Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson , County Coun selor, updated on the ta x sale proce ss. Discussion followed.  

 

Robert updated the commissioners on the agreement with Cro ssland Construction.  

 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk, presented to commissioner s with  an invoice for 

direct cre mation of an  indigent resident of Allen County. Comm issioner Dani els moved to 

pay for the direct cremation . Commissioner Symes sec onded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Shannon discussed with the commission to appoint o r reappoint:  

 

Comm issioner Daniels moved to reappoint Jeff Johnson (January 1, 2023 and ending 

Dece mber 3 1, 2025), Loren Kor te ( January 1, 2023 and ending December 31, 2025), and 

Jim G ilpin (January 1, 2023 and ending Dec ember 31, 2025) to the Board of Trustees of 

Allen County Hospital F acilities. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commi ssioner Dani els moved to reappoint Mike Waldman and John F. Brocker as 

alternate to t he Regional Planning Revolving Loan Comm ittee. Commissioner Symes 

secon ded; motion passe d 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to appoint C ha irman Lee to serve on the Bowlus  

Committee. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passe d 3 -0-0. 

 



 
Commissioner Dani els move d to appoint Bruce Symes to serve on the Allen County 

Housing Task Force. Chairman Lee seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Bruce Symes  to serve on the Iola Industries 

Board. Cha irman Lee s econded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to appoint Bruce Symes to serve on the Econom ic 

Development B oard. Chairman Lee seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to re appoint David Lee, Nicholas Lohman, and Rebecca 

òBeckyó Walde n to the Multi County He alth Bo ard.  Commissioner Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissio ner  Daniels moved to reappoint William òBilló Shirley to the Southeast Kansas 

Area Agency on Aging Board. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner  Symes moved t o reappoint John F . Brocker to the Executive Committee of 

the Southeas t Kansas Regional Planning Commission. Commissioner Dani els seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissio ner  Daniels moved to reap point Paul Zirjacks as Preside nt of the Public Bu ilding 

Comm ission. Commission er Symes secon ded; motion passe d 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner  Daniels moved to na me the Humboldt Union as the official newspaper fo r 

Allen County for 2023. Comm issioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner  Daniels moved to appoint  Georgia Masterson to the Tri -Valley Board  per 

request fr om Bill Fiscus of Tri-Val ley. Commissioner Symes se con ded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

   

NextEra, Andrew S chulte  represe ntative,  here on behalf of NextEra Energy Transmission 

Southwest , NEET Southwest. NEET Southwest is the owner/developer of a 345KV 

transmission line that wil l run from the Wolf Creek substation , southeast to  the B lackberry 

substation in Missouri. This project was selected by Southwest Power Pool , and has 

received a certificate  of  convenien ce  and  necessity  from the  Kansas Corporatio n 

Commission . They are now ne eding to file a line sighting with th e KCC There will be an 

open house for landow ners in Fort Sc ott  this evening.  

 

Jackie Bla kely, lea d the late -stage development tea m. Update on wher e the pr oject is 

at and  at w hat stage it is sitting in. C ha irman  Lee re ported the concerns he has he ard 

has been about the route of the line. Jackie reported that all land owners have  been 

conta c ted  that h ave po tenti al impact . Discussion followed. Emin ent D omain is a l ast 

resort, they want to work with all land owners to come to  agreement s.  

 

NextEra is trying  to keep open lines of communication with the landowners at all tim es. 

Commissioner Symes a sked if the  line sighting being filed changed significa ntly since the 

last presentation. There were s mall adjustments  made  due to lan downer  conc erns.  

 

Lee one of his concerns is the proximity to the homes along the route. Between n ow and 

final sighting plan, could some of those be  shifted farther  out? There have be en no 

documented h ea lth and  safety  c oncerns with the transmission l ine b eing place ne ar 

homes. Once they file the line sig hting  proposal  to the KCC, the KCC will still hol d public 

hearings of their own be fore they lock in the line route. When  the hearings are held by  

the  KCC, NextEra will still be participating.   

 

Commission  Dani els moved t o go  into executi ve session for 10 minutes for attor ney client . 

Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:57 a .m.  Those 

presen t will be Commis sioners, Mitch Garne r, Public Wo rks Director, Robert Poydack, 



 
Airport Ma nager,  and Rober t E. Johnson,  II, Allen Count y Counselor .  Com missioners 

reconvened at 10:07 a.m.  No  action  tak en . 

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  into executi ve session for 5 minutes for non -elected . 

Comm issioner Lee secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 10:12 a .m.  Those 

presen t will be Commissioners , Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk,  an d Rober t E. 

Johnson,  II, Allen Count y Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 10:17 a .m.  No action  

tak en . 

 

Commission Dani els moved t o go  into executi ve session for 10 minutes for attor ney client . 

Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 10:20 a .m.  Those 

presen t will be Commissioners , Jason Trego, Allen County Emergency Manager , an d 

Rober t E. Johnson,  II, Allen Count y Counselor .  Co mmissioners reconvened at 10:30 a.m.  

No action  tak en . 

 

Commissioner Lee Interviews for an economic  development director , any questions to 

submit for the interviews. 2 appointments so far. Email bruce questions  

 

Com missioners reviewed the  follow ing docume nts: 

  

a)  Email and information from Chelsie Angleton regarding a complaint  

b)  Letter from Troy Smith, Di rector of D rug Court Program  

c)  Allen County Solid Waste Financial Assurance Agen cy Dece mber 2022  

d)  Fund Status Report for  January ð December 2022 

e)  Dec ember report s for Public Works, Register of Dee ds, Sheriff  

f) 2022 reports for Public Works, Register of Deeds, Sh eriff  

g)  4th Quarter  2022 Period ic Reports for  Rev Bds Series 2012 Principal & 

Interest, Lease Rev Bds Srs 2017A Princip al & Interest, Taxable Revenue 

Bonds Srs 2017B Principal , Interest , and DS Reserve, CMS Covid -19 Adv 

Payment , Covid -19 Cares Act Rural Heal th Fund  

h)  Adds ð Oil, Value 194, $28.20, Year 2022 

  

Comm issioners approved the fol lowi ng documen ts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $55,340.18 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð 2022 # 89, 90, 91 

c)  Payroll  ð 6 month increase for Dinah Gla ze, 6 month & year increase 

for Terry Mc Don ald  

d)  Payroll ð Vacation carryover of 49.5 hours for Dathan McMurtrey to be 

used by 6/1 6/2023  

e)  Payroll ð Reimburseme nts for Shan non Patterson  & Jason Trego  

f) Abat ements - Oil Va lue 194 , $28.20, Year  2022   

    

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard , Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 10:33 a .m. unt il Tuesday , January 17, 2 023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

 



 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               January 17, 2023  

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David E. Lee , Jerry Dani els, Commissione r, Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and Jill 

Allen , Allen County Deputy Clerk . 

 

Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counselor , Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks 

Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello, Allen County 

employee , Jason Trego, Emergency Managem ent , Terry Call, Plann ing & Zoning, Vicki 

Moss, Iola Register Representative,   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the P ledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of the regu lar meeting on  January 10, 2023 . 

 

Chairma n Lee asked for public comment ; there was none.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director, reported dirt patcher will be here soon.  Bids have 

been sent out for oil , over -lay and dust control.  He asked about fuel tank s, hasnõt 

received any bids.  Commissione r Symes asked about long term p lans.   

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director, passed out La Harpe Teleph one Company  utility 

right -a -way agreement  for commissi onersõ signatures.  Comm issioner Dani els moved to 

ap p rove commi ssioners sign said agree ment, Comm issioner Symes seconded, motion  

passed 3 -0-0 

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Management , reported he h as been asked to apply for 

another posit ion , which would add to his current posi tion.  He would be able to do 

trai ning fo r employees so th ey wouldn õt have to be s ent somewher e else for  training .   

 

Chairman Lee reported on co rrespondence from Terry Spark s regarding vacancy on 

hospital board .  Outgoing members are Jeff Johnson & Ryan Coffield .  Comm issioner 

Daniels moved to a pp oint Kim Ensminger & Nathan Fawson  to h ospital board , 

Comm issioner Symes seconded motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Marc Waggoner, LaHa rpe Rural Fire, joined commission meeting.   

 

Commi ssioner Symes moved to go int o executiv e session for 20 minutes for Non -electe d 

person nel . Commissioner  Daniels  secon d ed ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:20 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissioners,  and Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  

Counselor  and Marc Waggoner .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:20 a.m.  No action  

taken . 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to go back in to exec utive session for 5 minu tes for Non -

elected person nel.  Commissioner Symes secon ded; mo tion passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 

9:20 a.m .  Those present will be Commissioners and Robert E  Johnson, II, Allen County 

Counselor.  Commissioners reconvened at 9 :25 a.m.  No action taken.  

 

Jay Stogsdill, co unty citizen, introdu ced a business he wants to bring to Allen County.  He 

plans on a restaurant, gun s tore and indoor gun ran ge  / a x throwing  at Sinclair buil ding.  

He is in de liberations with  bank right now.  Completi on 2 -3 years out.  The EPA is involved . 

The ventil ation is a big issue and costs as much as the who le range.   The restaurant will 

be diner style.  The building hasn õt been used since 1998.  Licensing, zoning , tax 

abatement, etc was discus sed.  Liberty Landing dba Pro 2A Armory .   

 

Commissioner s review ed the following documents:  

a)  KDHE Update on UST Operating Permit Exten sion  

b)  Notice to Policyholders from EMC  



 
c)  December monthly report for Noxious Weed  

d)  2022 Annual r eport f or Noxious Weed  

e)  Annual  Township re port for Iola Twp & Salem Twp  

f) Add ð TR, Value 139, $0.00, Year 2022  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $ 332,634.20 

b)  Payro ll ð PR change -Danielle Louk, PR enroll-Terry Call & Rusty Jo nes, 

Reimb - Kevin Turner, Process Servers-Sheriff Dept  

c)  Abatements ð PP, Value 9223, $1303.42, Year 2022 

   TR, Value 139, $20.20, Year 2022 

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me  be fore the board, Com missioner Dani els moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Symes sec ond ed,  and mo tion p assed 3 -0-0.  Meeting  wa s 

ad journed at 9:41 a.m . until Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Jill Allen, Deputy County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                 OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                January 24, 2023 

 

The Allen County Bo ard of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Ro ad  

& Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Terry Call, Planning & Zoning , 

Rickie Ai ello, Allen County  employee,  was present to observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Chair man Lee asked  for public comment, there was none.   

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Director, re ported that the r adio personnel is here installing 

all the new radios. The  quality of the r adios is really good, very clear reception. Discus sion 

followed.  

 

Mitch reported t hat the runw ay is done  and  sealed. Only thing left is the striping w hich is 

wa iting on the weather  to  be able  to complete.  

 

Mitch reported that they will be ope ning the b ids for the  new  landfill cell tomorrow at 

11:00 a.m. Discussion followe d.  

 

Mark Grif fith, Road &  Bridge Director,  presented quotes  for a  24-foot MowerMax  for 

$234,634.50and a 26-foot MowerMax boom mower  for $239,649.50.  



 

 

 
He went through BuyWell  to obtain the bids. The long est reach we had before was 22 

fee t. Discussion followed. Commi ssioner Dani els moved to accept the quote  fo r the 26 -



 
foot  Mower Max boom mower for $239,643.50 Commissioner Symes s econded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mar k reported that he is looking for attachments for the 2 n ew tractors we will be leasing. 

Discussion followed .  

 

Mark rep orted  that we wil l have some winter weather hitting us this ev ening an d h e has 

cre ws scheduled to come out around 4: 00 a.m.  

 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk, p resented a renewal for WEB Hosting from 

Advantage for $1,4 63.00. Commissioner Symes moved to approve the renewal . 

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Shanno n reported that she is gathering more information to go with a qu ote from  

Advantage Computer for a new server . The current server is a 2017 and the warranty was 

for 3 years.    

 

Terry Call, Planning & Zoning Admin istrator,  reported that we may have a few zoning 

applications tu rned in for a March hearing and an April hearing. O ne will be for a towing 

company and one for a tower.  

 

Commis sioner Symes asked if anyone has ha d an y communication  with Next Era. Mark 

reported that he ha d. Discussion foll owed.  

 

Cha irman Lee reported that A llen Community College  will be cele brating their 100 th 

year anniversary. He would li ke to present them with a proclamation  on February 7 th.  

 

Commissi oner Symes reported that he will be attending a juve nile detention mee ting this 

week. A topic of discus sion w ill be Senate Bill 367 w hich effects the requ irements for 

juve nile detention. Discussion followed.  

 

Stephen Euston, Bukat y Companies, joined the m eeting. Stephen presented information 

regarding renewal for the h ea lth and welfare plan. Discus sion followed on cu rrent year 

informati on.  

 

Steph en spoke about the renewal information  within the packet handed out. Discussion 

followed. Commissio ners agreed to util ize Flex Access for prescriptions. Stephen will return 

on Febru ary 14 th with updated ren ewal informa tion.  

 

Commis sioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executive session f or 15 minutes fo r Contract 

Negoti ations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; mo tion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:15 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Planning & Zoning, and Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen Cou nty Attorney .  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:30 a.m .  No action  

taken . 

 

Commis sioner Daniels  move d to  go  back  into  executi ve session for 15 minutes fo r 

Contract Negotiations . Co mmissioner Syme s seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is 

now 10:33 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Planning & Zoning, and 

Jerry Hathaway, Allen Cou nty Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 10:48 a.m .  No  

action  taken . 

 

Robert Johnson II, Allen  County Counselor, reported he received a cont ract f rom 

Crossland  Const ruction for the construction manager position . A few changes were 

being made so once the final draft ar rives it wil l need execut ed.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Letter fro m City of Io la regarding EMS Contract  

b)  Geneva T ownship annual report for 2022  



 
c)  Inventory for 911 Communications  

d)  December financial reports for hospital  

e)  Email regarding q uarter EMS reports  

f) December monthly report for District Co urt 

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Voucher s 1/18 -$411,676.78 & 1/23 -$177,168.58 

b)  Payroll ð 6 month increase for D arcy Burton  

c)  Payroll ð Mileage reimbursement for Cara Bowen  

d)  Clerks Journa l Entries - #1, #2  

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the boar d, Commissioner Da niels moved to 

adjou rn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:51 a .m. until Tuesday, January 31 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Commis sioners Room of 

the  c ourthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P atterso n, County C lerk                    Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    January 31, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Bruce Symes , Commissioner  Jerry Daniels , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Jason Trego, Allen C ounty  

Emergency  Manager , Terry Call, Allen County Zoning,  Chelsie Angleton, Allen County 911 

Communications Dire ctor, Vicki Moss, Iola Register  representative , Robert Johnson, II,  

Allen County  Counselor , Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners approved the minutes of the January 17, 2023 and January 24, 2023  

meeting s. 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for public comment, there wa s none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Publ ic Works Director, repor ted they opened the bids for the land fill cell  

last Wednesday.  They had 5 bids. Next week they will be presented and the engineer will 

be in attendance .  

 

Mitch reported it is t ime to renew the solid waste ann ual plan. Commissioner Symes 

move d  to approve the solid  waste annual plan.  Commissioner D aniels  seconded; motion 

passed  3-0-0. 

 

Mitch stated the n oxious wee d depart ment is looking for seasonal employees.  

 

Carl Slaugh, citizen, joined the meeting  

 

Cha irma n Lee asked how the pre p work for the l andfill is goin g. Mitch stated it is going 

well and Mark has been helping get  the material  moved.  We w ill have to lease a n Artic 



 
730 haul pack to move the larger rock that contains rebar. This will  be able to move 

twi ce as much as the dump truc ks we have.  Discussion followe d.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked what the current tipping fees are. Mitch state d that January 

1, 2023 they increased  $0.50 per ton from 2 022 pricing .  

 

Bryan Murphy, Allen County S heriff , joined the mee ting.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  presented a q uote on the Art ic Truck 730, haul 

pac k, lea sed for one month for a total of $14,135.00.   

 
Discussion followe d. Commissioner S ym es moved to a ccept the bid  for $14,135.00 for the 

Artic Truck 730.  Commissioner Daniels seconded. 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Dan iels asked Mark if t he p ot  hole patcher is here ; Mark confirmed it is. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mark stated he has bids out for oil and some for overlay.  

 

Commi ssioner Symes asked about a bill for H VAC w ork done. He que stioned if the monies 

that were previously used for j ail bo nd could be used for this.  

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  into executi ve session for 10 minutes for  a ttorney client 

for courthouse security . Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion pa ssed 3-0-0.  The time 

is now 8:52 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissioners , Sheriff Bryan Murphy,  and Rober t E. 

Johnson,  II, Allen Count y Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:02 a.m. No action  

tak en . 

 

Robert Johnson II, reported the tax sale looks to  still be on for April . Discussion followed  on 

how the process works .  

 



 
Com mission  Dani els moved t o go  into executi ve session for 30 minutes for Contract 

Negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:10 

a .m.  Those pres en t will be Commissioners , Terry Call, A llen Co unty Zoning, and Jerry 

Hatha way , Allen Count y Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:40 a.m. No action  

tak en . 

 

Commission  Dani els moved t o go  back  into executi ve session for 10 minutes for Contract 

Negotiati ons. Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:41 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissioners , Terry Call, A llen Co unty Zoning, and Jerry 

Hathaw ay,  Allen Count y Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:51 a.m. No action  

tak en . 

 

Com missioners reviewed the  follow ing documents : 

a)  Conservatio n District invi tati on to annual dinner  

b)  Fire District #4 annual report  

c)  LaHarpe -Elm Cem etery annual report  

d)  31st Judicial District Drug Court graduatio n 

e)  Marmaton Township annual report  

 

Comm issioners app roved the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $193,003.39 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Entries ð 2022 # 92 

c)  Payroll  ð 6 month increases for Hailey Willis & Rhonda Fr anklin  

d)  Payroll ð Reimbursement for Terry C all 

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Com missioner Symes moved to 

adjourn, Co mmissioner  Daniels  seconded ; motion pas sed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 9:51 a .m. unt il Tuesday , February  7, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Dan iels, Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   February 7, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David E. Lee , Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counselor , Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks 

Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and Bridg e Director,  Rick Aiello, Allen County  

employee , Jason Trego, Emergency Management , Chelsie Ang leton,  Allen Count y 911 

Communica tion s Director,  Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser,  Vicki Moss, Iola Register 

Representative,  Jared Brooks , Schwab Eaton,  John Le ahy, Thrive Allen Cou nty, Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen , was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the P ledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of the regu lar meeting on  January 31, 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c omment ; there was none.  

 



 
Chairman Lee presented a special citation  in honor of Allen Communi ty College õs 100-

year  anniv ersary.  

 
Commissioner Sy mes moved to approve the specia l citation . Commissioner D aniels  

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. Dr. Bruce Moses,  Robert Nickell,  Rebecca Bilderba ck, 

Melanie Wal lace, C ynth ia Jacob son, Lauren M aisberger,  Josiah DõAlbini,  rep resentative s 

from Allen  Commun ity College  and Becky Nilges, Centennial Committee,  were pres ent 

to accept the proclamati on .  

 

Judge Daniel Creitz and Larry Crawford joined the meeting . 

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , introduced Jared Brooks from Schwab Eaton.  

 

Mitch presented bids for the ne w cell construction at the landfill.   



 

 



 

 
Five bids were received ; Halcomb  Construction LLC $2,360,781.00, Dondlinger & So ns 

Constr uction Co $3,014,270.00, Kin gs Construction Co  $2,736,675.00, Jeff Asbell 

Excavating & Trucking $3,630,664.35, Range and Civil Construction $4,810,542.00.  

Discussion followed.  Recommendation f rom  Mitch and Schwab  Eaton is Halcomb 

Construction LL C for $2,360,781.00. Commissioner Dani els moved to approve  the bid from 

Holcomb Construction. Commissioner  Symes  seconded; motion passed  3-0-0. Cha irman 

Lee signed the Notice of Award.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road &  Bridge Director, p resented bids on  mower attach ments for the 

leased tractors.  

 



 

 

 



 

 
Bush Hog has a  10õ flex wing for  $25,782.60 and  a 15õ flex wing for $29,937.80 , and is 

looking at an availability  date in August. John Deere has a 10 õ flex wing for $23 ,796.36 

and a 15 õ flex wing for $28,867.84 , with  the mow ers being available now.  Commiss ioner 

Symes moved to a ccept the bid s from John Deere  for b oth  the 10õ and 15 õ flex wings.  

Commissioner D aniels seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mark pres ented bid s for  new fuel ta nks from Broyles  Petroluem Equipment  $81,759.82 & PB 

Hoidale  Co $82,805.77 .  

 
 



 

 
Discussion followed. Commissioner Dani els moved to accept the bid from Broyles 

Petroleum Equipment for $81,759.82.  Commissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-

0. 

 

Larry Craw ford, Fair board  mem ber , reported on the vandalism that occurred  at the 

fairgrounds.  Placing cameras and  a security light has been discus sed by the fair  board. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Larry presented the 2022 annual report for the fair  board . Larry discussed how they 

distribute the monies r eceived from Al len C ounty. Discussion followed.   

 

Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, presented a bid from Postalocity  to mail out  

valuation  notices  for $5,560.27   

 
Commissioner  Dani els moved to ac cept  the  bid of $5,560.27 from Postaloci ty. 

Commissi oner  Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0. 



 
 

Commissioners rev iewed a bid s for a new server from Ad vantage Computer for 

$14,984.00 and Higher Calling Technologies for $20,150.00.  

 

 



 
Commissioner Symes moved to ac cept the bid from Ad vantage  Computers for 

$14,984.00. Commissioner D anie ls seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

John Leahy, Thrive Allen County discussed the proposed legis lation to donate Leh igh 

Portland Trails and  lake to the State of Kansas to become a  state park  and the letters of 

support they are reque sting. Discussion followed. Tenta tive hearing date is February 14, 

2023. Letters of support  would  need to be submitted by Friday, February 10, 2023.  

 
Commissioner Dani els moved to approve a letter of support f or the Le high  Portland State  

Park. Commission er Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 10 minutes  for Attorney -

Client  on courthouse security . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The 

time is no w 9:26 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners, Judge Daniel Creitz and  

Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:36 a.m.  

No action  taken . 

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go into execu tive session for 5 minut es for Attorney -

Client  on courthouse security . Commissioner  Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The 

time is no w 9:39 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen 

County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:44 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to app rove  payment of  an invoice from Feuerborn Family 

Funeral Service for $1,000. 00 for direct cre mation of an indige n resident of Allen County. 

Commissioner  Danie ls secon ded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 15 minutes  for Contract 

Negotiati ons. Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:55 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissioners, and  Jerry Hathaway , Allen County  Attorney .  

Com missioners reconvened at 10:10 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Allen County Comm issioners presented a statement about EMS services.  



 

 

 
Discussion followed. To reiterate, there will be ambulance service for Allen C ounty.  

 



 
Co mmissioner s review ed the following documents:  

a)  Email from Lisse Regehr regarding Lehigh Portland State Park  

b)  Dinner invitation for Iola Ar ea Chamber of Commerce annual dinner  

c)  Hope Unlimited grant payment remittance  

d)  Annual reports for Fire District #2 City of Iola, Humboldt Township, 

Osage Township, Elsmore Township, Fire District #3  

e)  January  2023 month ly report s from the Treasurer, Public Works, County 

Clerk, Register o f Deeds, Attorney  

f) Inventory of Moran Senior Center  and District Court  

g)  Federal Awar d In formation for SP -1300-23 035231146  

h)  Fund Status Report f or January 2023  

i) Solid Waste Trust financial r eports for 2022 and January 2023  

j) Adds ð PP, Value 608, $97.50, Year 2022  

k) Escapes ð PP, Value 1073, $171.92, Year 2021  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $266,167.06  

b)  Payro ll ð Process Service for Brenda Beth, Travis Buck, D aren Kellerman, 

Dathan McMurtrey, Tyler Powelson, Steve Womack, Haley Donovan  

c)  Clerks Journal Entries - #3, #4  

d)  Abatements -  PP, Value 14 ,246, $2167.16, Year 2022 

   TR, Value 21, $3.00, Year 2022 

  

With no fur the r bu siness to co me  be fore the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Dani els sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Meeting  was 

ad journed at 10:30 a.m . until Tuesday, February 14 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniel s, Co mmissioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                 OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                February 14 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen Coun ty Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register, Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  & 

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Terry Call, Planning & Zoning,  

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communications Direct or, Rickie Ai ello, Allen C ounty  employee,  

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County, Carl Slaugh, citizen, Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to 

observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Commissioners app roved the m inute s of the regular meeti ng o n Feb ruary 7 , 2023.   

 

Chair man Lee asked  for public comment, there was none.   

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Director, presented the 2023 management  plan for the 

Noxious We ed department  for the commissioners õ signa tures. This plan was presented 

previously and  was accepted.  



 
 

Mitch presented the  herbicide disbursement summary fo r the commissioners õ signatures.   

 

Mitch reported Kevin Turner, noxious weed employee , will be att en ding the week -long 

directors course the first week of Mar ch. Discussion followe d . 

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy joined the meet ing.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked Mitch about the start of work on the new landfill cell. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mark Grif fith, Road & Bridge D irector,  reported they have been patching pot holes. He 

will be  needing to go to Kansas  City to get more oil.  

 

Chairma n Lee asked Mark how th e moving o f equipment was going at the quarry. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked Mark about blading o f the roads . Discussion followed.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County, presented the  2022 Year in Review for Economic 

Development . Thrive has interview ed 2 candidates to fill the vacancy created by 

Jonath on Goering õs depart ure.  

 

In 2022 Thrive applied for  28 community grants  and 23 of those were a war ded.  

 

During 2021 and 2022 Atlas Communi ty Stud ios completed an economic development  

methodology study; and they found that job opportuni ties exist in Allen County, but the 

labor pool falls short of meeting em ployer demand.  

 

Examples of the proj ect s that Thrive worked on would be the Allen Coun ty Airport 

Building a Stronger Economy (BASE) grant,  Airport Layout Plan (ALP),  KDOT grant to cover 

repairs an d painting  of the runway,  FAA grant for new lighting  at air po rt, bringing the  

America n Flight Museum  to Allen County , Mo derate Income Housing  (MIH) grant .     

 

Lisse stated that economic development never rests. They have several projects that will 

remain  at the foref ront of Thrive s efforts in 2023.  

  

Cha irman Lee asked about the com muting of employees from other counties. Discus sion 

followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked Lisse about the com munity discussion s Thrive has hosted. 

Carlyle will be la ter this mo nth.  

 

Commissioner Dan iels moved to accept a request to shred the 2018  claim vo uchers , 

2018 added and abat ed taxes, 2018 daily statem ents, 2018 c heck register, 2018 motor 

vehicle daily aud its per the Local Government  Records Management Ma nual.  

Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to sign  the letter of support for the funding of the 5310 

General Transportation Services prov ided by Thrive Allen Count y.  



 

 
Commissioner Daniels seconded ; motion pass ed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to sign  an agreement for services from Tri -Val ley 

development.    



 

 
Commissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Stephen Euston  & Joe Holden ried, Bukat y Companies, joined the meeting.  

 

Stephen & Joe p resented  update d in formation for  health insurance  and dental 

insurance  renewal . Discussion fo llowe d. Commissioner  Symes moved  to ac cept the 

renewal from Blue Cross Blue Shield for health insurance and to acce pt the bid s from 

Guardian for dental,  vision, life insurance, and short -term disability  insurance.  

Commissioner  Daniels  seconded ; motion pas sed 3-0-0.  

 

Chairma n Lee reported that the employees õ wellness blo od draws are this Th ursda y, 

February 16, 2023.   

 

Cha irman Lee reported on an opportuni ty to participate in a òSWOTó meeting that could 

be held at the college. I t would focus on discuss ions on strengths , we aknesses, 

op portunities  and threats.  

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go i nto  executive session f or 15 minutes fo r Contract 

Nego tiations . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 

10:02 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Co mmissioner s, and Jerry Hathaway, County Attorney .  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:17 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follo wing  documents:  

a)  January Monthly report from District Court & No xious Weed Dept  

b)  Inve ntory from Attorney õs office, & Count y Clerkõs office  



 
c)  Escapes :  PP, Value  834, $133.32, year 2021  

d)  Adds : PP, Value 770, $123.02, year 2022  

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowi ng d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Voucher s $120,827.84 

b)  Abatements:   RE, Value  4433, $1006.64, year 2022  

  TR, Value  2195, $355.06, year 2022   

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commissioner Da niels moved to 

adjou rn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; mot ion  passed  3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:20 a .m. until Tuesday, February 21,  2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Commiss ioner s Room of 

the  c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Le e, Cha irpe rson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterso n, County C lerk                    Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   February 21 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Bruce Symes , Commissioner  Jerry Dani els, and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Jason Trego, Allen C ounty  

Emergency  Manager , Chelsie Angleton, Allen C ounty  911 Communications Dire ctor,  

Vicki Moss, Iola Register  representative , Robert Johnson, II,  Allen County  Counselor , 

Nichola s Lohman, Hope Unlimite d  Capital Campaign , Donita Garner , Hope  Unlimited, 

Dorot hy Sparks, Hope Unlimited,  Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  

meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners approved the minutes of the February 1 4, 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for public comment, there wa s none.  

 

Nicholas Lohm an, Hope Unl imited  Capital Campaig n, reported that Hope  Unlimited 

currently has a shelter  that hou ses 16 bed s. During the Co vid -19 pandemic they realized 

there was not e nough room  to house the 16 beds and  still have social distancing. The 

current  location is not AD A c omplia nt. Hope Unlimited is asking for 10% of the total 

capital they  need to r aise ($300,000 out of $3,000,000 total) divided up between the 4 

counties served by Hope Unlimited , by populatio n. Out of Allen, Ander son, Neosho and 

Woodson co unties, Allen Coun ty has  31.9% of the population so the amount we would 

contribute wou ld need to be $95,700 .00. They will be applying for grants, but 10% would 

be  the  match amount.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mitc h Garner, Publ ic Works Director, pre sented an emailing stating tha t two projects 

submitted  for the a irport we re picked  for funding. Replacement of the Auto mated 

Weather Observ ing System (AWOS) for $153,000.00 and the rehabilitation of the parallel 

ta xiway for $157,500.00. It will be a 10% match grant.  

 

Cha irman Lee aske d abou t the new cell project. How is the moving of equipment and 

rock  going ? Discussion followed.  



 
 

Chairman Lee verified that the sp raying of noxious weeds will be started in the coming 

week s. Mitch stated that yes , they will begin in March.  

 

Daren Bo oth,  Theel Insurance , joined the meeting.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  presented du st control bids.  

 
Scotwood Industries was the only company to bid . Their bid was for $1.37 per gallon for 

Mag Chloride and $1.58 per gal lon fo r 35% Calc ium Chlo ride. Discu ssion followed  on the  

proposal  for charging rate s for 2023. Commis sioner Symes moved to approve the bid 

from Scot wood Industries as well as the r ate propos al . Commissioner Danie ls seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Mark pre sented  asphalt  oil bids.  

 
Discussion follo wed. Commissioner  Daniels moved to approve Vance Brothers . 

Commissio ner  Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 



 
 

Commissi oners asked Mark about the crusher and mak ing road rock  or rock ch ips for 

chip seal projects. Discus sion followed.  

 

Mark stated that h e would like to focus on districts when it comes to chip seal ing  the 

road s. Roads in the other districts would still get w orked, they will use t he pot  hole 

patcher on them. Discussion follow ed.  

 

Daren Booth, Theel Insurance, presented information on what a fully funded plan would 

look l ike for health insurance. Theel Insurance  partners with Freedom Claims to shop the 

insurance carriers. D iscussion followed .  

 

Joyce A dair, Iola Seniors Inc , prese nted the building p ermit for the new struct ure b eing 

built at the N . State Senior bu ilding. Discussion  followed.  

 

Robert Johnson  II, County Counselor,  updated the  commissioners on the  propo sed 

contract fr om Crossland Construction  for the courthouse expans ion. Discussion followed.  

 

Jason Trego , Emergency Manager,  reported that he received the E mergency 

Management  PG grant that covers a p ortion of his wages, $26,000 .  

 

Bruce reported on  the  NextEra public hearing on March 1 at the Iola High S chool 

beg inning  at 6 pm. They will be hosting a meet and g reet at 3 pm.  

 

Bruce asked about the tax sale. Discussion f ollowed.  

 

Commission  Daniels  move d t o go  into executi ve session for 5 minutes for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  The time is no w 10:00 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissioners  and Jerry Hathaway , Allen Count y Att orney.   

Com missioners reconvened at 10:10 a.m.  No action  tak en . 

  

Commissioners r eviewed the  follow ing documents : 

a)  Financial reports for Hospital Fa cili ties Board submitted by Larry 

Peterson  

b)  Coordinated Tra nsit District 10 , Meeting minutes  from November 1 6, 

2022 

c)  January monthly reports from Apprais erõs office & Sheriff õs office  

d)  Adds ð TR Value  1353, $196.80, Year 2022 

 

Comm issioners approved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $142,447.98 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  5 

c)  Payroll  ð Vaca tion carr yover for Don  Solander of 64 hours  to be used 

by 8 /9/2023  

d)  Payroll ð Milea ge reimburs ements  for Bruc e Symes & David Lee  

e)  Abatements -  PP Va lue 3705 , $528.96, Year 2022   

    

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Symes mov ed to 

adj ourn, Commissioner  Daniels  seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 10:14 a .m. unt il Tuesday , February  28, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

    

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  



 
IOLA, KANSAS                 OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                February 28 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Jill Allen, Deputy 

Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Robert Johnson II, Allen County C ounselor , Mitch Garner, Allen County Public Works 

Director, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road  and Bridge Di rector, Rick Aiello, Allen County 

employee, Terry Call, Zoni ng Administrator, D arolyn òCric kettó Ma ley, A llen County 

Treasurer, Vicki Moss, Iola Register Rep resentative, Bill Delich, Bettis Asphalt, Jason Jenkins, 

Global Medical Response (GMR), Tony Rab oin , GMR, Craig Isom, GMR , and Paul Zirjacks, 

citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

 

Ch airman Lee led the group in the Ple dge of Allegiance . 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting o n February 21, 2023.  

 

Chairman Lee  asked for public  comment; there was none .  

 

Darolyn Maley , Treasurer, presen ted Resolution 202302 A P olicy on Voiding Outstanding 

Checks.  

RESOLUTION NUMBER 202302 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A POLICY VOIDING CERTAIN  OUTSTANDING 

CHECKS ISSUED BY THE COUNTY  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY TH E GOVERNING BODY OF ALLEN COUNTY, 

KANSAS: 

 

WHEREAS, that at the end of each County fiscal year, all outstanding checks out 

of the Treasurerôs ñDaily Deposit Accountò have been issued more than eighteen (18) 

months previously and in an amount of less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be 

void and the obligated funds shall be credited to the County General Fund.  

 

WHEREAS, the ñDaily Deposit Accountò is identified as the account into which 

the Treasurer deposits collected funds of the County on a daily basis and from which 

checks are drawn for various obligations that are not processed through the County Clerk 

as ñAccounts Payableò.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the following policy shall be adopted, to-wit: 

   

WHEREA S, that at the end of each County fiscal year, all outstanding checks out 

of the ñAccounts Payableò account having be issued more than eighteen (18) months 

previously and in an amount less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) shall be void 

and the funds from each voided check be credited back to the County fund from which it 

was originally drawn.  

 

IT IS SO RESOLVED this 28th day of February, 2023. 
 

Discussion followed. Commissioner Symes moved to approve Resolution 202302 A P olicy 

on Voiding O utstanding Ch ecks. Commissioner Daniels sec ond ed; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 



 
Mitche ll Garner , Public Works Director, reported there will be a m eeting at 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, March 2, for the new landfill cell. There are 4 wells still needing capped before 

the liner can be placed. Discussion followe d . 

 

Mitc h reported that the noxious weed truck has been switched over and ready for 

spraying. Discus sion followed.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, rep orted he sent out for bids for overlay. Bett is 

Asphalt was the only company to bid. The two areas bid out  were County Club Heights 

and 14 00 Rd. This is more just informational at this time and  no d eci sion has to be made  

today. Mark recommends  to go with County Clu b Heights first and to budget for 1400 

later on. Discussion f ollowed. Commissioners reques ted to have Mark bring this back in a 

couple weeks with  prioritization of projects that could possi bly be taken care of a t the 

same time.  

 

Mark stated  he will be looking for a few season/part -time employees for this summer.  

 

Mark reported the tractors and mowers  should be in som etime in Mar ch or April.  

 

Jason Jenkins, GMR, stated he is here to answer a ny questions the commi ssioners may 

have about am bulance services. Jason reported th eir proposal could change if other 

counties are willing to go into a òjoint effor tó. So far 3 counties are interested  in joining 

forces. GMR offers an air and ground members hip program  for  servic es. This would mean 

they could bill the pa tien tõs insurance for the trip but the individual would not pay out of 

pocket. With counties coming together we would be able to share personnel. 

Commissioner Danie ls asked what GMR/AMR õs conf idence level is that t hey can staff? 

Jason stated doing a joint effor t like this makes  it easier. Discussion followed.  

 

Roberta Si nclair, citizen, joined the meetin g.  

 

Commissioner Daniel s moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for Trade 

Secrets . Commissioner Symes s econded ; motion passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 9: 05 a .m. 

Those present will be Commissioners, Jerry Hathaway, County Attorney, Terry Call, Zoni ng 

Administrator, J ason Jenkins, GMR, Tony Raboin, G MR, and Craig Isom, GMR. 

Commissioners r econven ed at 9:15 a.m.  No action taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniel s moved to go  back  into executive session for 10 minutes for Trade 

Secrets. Commissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 9: 16 a .m. 

Those present will be Commissioners, Jerry Hathaway, County Attor ney, Terry Call, Zoning 

Administrator, J ason Jenkins, GMR, Tony Raboin, G MR, and Craig Isom, GMR. 

Commissioners reconven ed at 9: 21 a.m. No act ion taken.  

 

Commissioner Daniel s moved to go  back  into executive session for 10 minutes for  Trade 

Secrets. Commis sioner Symes seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 9: 23 a .m. 

Those present will be Commissioners, Jerry Hathaway, County Attorney, Te rry Call, Zoning 

Administrator, J ason Jenkins, GMR, Tony Raboin, G MR, and Craig Isom, GMR. 

Commissioners reconven ed at 9: 28 a.m. No action taken.  

 

Roberta Sinclair , citize n, reported on a street just west of the old Central Publis hing . She 

owns property a t the end of this street and is n ow landlocked. She is just requ esting help 

getting ac cess to her prop erty. Discussion followed.  

 

Shannon Patterson, County Clerk, requested on behalf of Brandi Hold, Direc tor of Bands 

USD 257, to use the bandstand on Monda y, April 24 , from  8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for their 

annual pra ctice -a -thon. Commissioner Dani els moved to approve t his request. 

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 



 
Shannon requested on be half of Robin Schallie, Iola Area Chamber of Commerce, to 

use the ban dstand and su rrounding lawn on Saturday , Apr il 8, from 10:00 a.m. to noon 

for their Easter egg hunt.  Commissioner Dani els moved to approve this request. 

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go into exec utive session for 15 minutes for Attorney 

Clie nt for possible land acqui sition. Commissio ner Symes sec onded; motion passes 3 -0-0. 

The time is now 9:42 a.m. Those present will be Commissioners, Mitch Garner, Public Works 

Director, Mark Griffith , Road & Bridge Director, and Robert E. Johnson , II, Allen County 

Counselor . Commissioners reconvened at 9:57 a.m. No action taken.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Update on proposed Last Mile Trail route  

b)  Inventor from Iola Seniors Inc  

c)  Annual repo rt for West Cottage G rove Ceme tery  

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Voucher s $115,859.64 

b)  Payroll  ð Enrollment form Bethannie Yarnell  

c)  Payroll ð Mileag e reimbursement Bruce Symes  

d)  Abat ements - RE Value 5170, $1073.24, Yr 2022 

   PP Value 978, $171.74, Yr 2022 

   TR Value 380, $55.28, Yr 2022  

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me  bef ore the board, Commissi oner Da niels moved to 

adjou rn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 9:59 a .m. until Tuesday, March  7, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Le e, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                 OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                 March 7, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioner s met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Jill Allen, Deput y 

Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register, Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  & 

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Terry Call, Planning & Zoning  

Direct or, Jason Trego, Emergency Management Director, Rickie Ai ello, Allen County  

employee,  and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Commissioners app roved th e m inute s of the regular meeti ng o n February 28, 2023.   

 

Chair man Lee asked  for public comment, there was none.   

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Director, discussed a n email regarding airport hangar.  He 

hand ed out map showing where the museum , FBO & beac on will be located.  

Comm issioner Daniels stated Caleb Coltrane  with Garbe r is working on the numbers.  



 
They are working with Thrive in order to get a grant .  The county received base grant, so 

the mu seum has to be the non -prof it that requ ests the grant .  March 13 is pre -

construction meeting with engineers.  March 27 will open b ids.  Commissioner Sy mes 

suggested an open house at so me point when things are more complete.   

 

Mitch s tated July we get  KDOT mone y.   

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & Brid ge Director, handed  out an agree ment for the commis sion to 

sign.  It ha s to do with moving so me pipeline.  Commissioner  Daniels  moved to  sign 

Agreement relative to p erforming c ertain  work and /or the occupancy of the county õs 

highway right -a-way  by the facil ities of a utility , Commissioner  Symes seconded.  Motion 

passed 3 -0-0 

 

Mark repor ted on need ing a  truck & trailer eventually.  The pot hole patcher is working 

really well.   

 

Chairman Lee asked about construction at the lan dfill.  Mitch reported on  the pla n.  

Discussion fol lowed.   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manage ment, dis cussed all storm sirens wi ll be activated for 

weather awareness week.  S torm Fury on the Plains will be at the Bowlus ne xt we ek.   

 

Terry Call, Planning & Zo ning, handed out flood maps.  He reported on a meet ing for 

such.  The landfill  wa s designated as a flood zone.  Terry explain ed, discussion followed.  

There will be a public meeting maybe in July presented by FEMA regarding th e flood 

zones.   

 

Terry handed  out right of way change map  and Official request f or Right of Way 

change.    B & G Consultants disc overed t he right of way .  Commission Daniel s moved 

Chairman Lee sign  the letter , Commissioner  Symes seconded, moti on carried 3 -0-0.   

 

Brenda Sharp, CEO Rea ch Foundation , Overland Park, introduced her self.  Allen County 

is in the ir region.  She intro duced Dick Works , he serves on the BOD.  Also present is Judy 

Works, she served on the BOD for 12 years .  Patti Boyd joined th e meeting , she is the 

current appoin tee .  Brenda explained the health conversion .  It was Health Midwest.  The 

Attorney General appoint s the Allen County member,  currently Dick  Works.  

Commission er Symes asked Brenda about how Allen County became a member.  

Brenda said it is a choice of each  hospital to join or not.   Brenda stated the missio n of 

Reach Foundation is to p rovide & support health  care for uninsured & low income.   

Comm issioner Symes asked about the 3.3 million dispersed  to Allen County, Brenda 

explained .   

 

Carla Gibson, VP of Programs at Reach Foundation, spo ke to commissioner s.  She talked  

about the relationship s built with Allen County and other rur a l areas, re: Rural Health  

Initiative .  Carla explained core operat ing support  within Allen Cou nty  with Thrive, CHC, 

SEK Me ntal Hea lth an d Multi -County Health Dept.    Brenda passed out the community 

investment framework  sheet.   

 

Patti  Boyd reminded commi ssioners that she is the appointee , so if any nee ds arise, 

please contact her .   

 

Commissioner Daniels  moved Chairman Lee sign the AIA document , Construction 

manag er contract, Commis sioner Symes seconded, moti on passed 3 -0-0.  Judge Cre itz & 

Bob have revie wed it.    

 

Bob discussed the RFQõs; six architect f irms, proposal s to be in by April  3.  Commis sioners 

will review April  4 at 9 am.   Judge Creitz and C rossland will attend as well.   

 



 
Commissioner Daniel s move d to  go into  executive sess ion f or 10 minutes f or non -elected 

personnel.  Co mm issioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9: 40 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commi ssioner s, Mitch Ga rner, Mark Griffith  and Robert 

Johnson II, Allen County Counsel or Com missioners rec onve ned at 9:50 a.m .  No  action  

taken . 

 

Commissioner Symes move d to  go into  executive session f or 5 minutes fo r non -elected 

personnel.  Co mm issioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9: 50 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Mark Gri ffith  and Robert Joh nson II, Allen 

County Counsel or Com missioners rec onvened at 9:55 a.m .  No action  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  execut ive session for 15 minutes fo r Att orney 

Client . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:55 a.m .  

Those present will be Commis sioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:10 a.m .  No act ion  taken  

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Contract 

Negotiati ons. Co mmissioner Da niels seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 

10:10 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s.  Com missioners rec onvened at  10:20 

a.m .  No act ion  taken  

 

Ch airman Lee shared a  request  from Hospital facilities board  to hi re Forvis for $5500;  

account ing work.  This is the audit of the bond work.  Comm issioner Daniels  moved 

Chairman Lee sign the Forvis agreement , Commissioner  Symes seconded, motion passed 

3-0-0.   

 

Commissioner D ani els mentioned en gineering alternatives for the tr a il in Humbol dt.  

Comm issioners ha d rec eived an email  regarding this.  Chairman Lee wants to wait o n this 

decision.  Humboldt will be living with  the res ult of this, so he is reaching out to the 

Humboldt City council members about it.  Discussion followed.  Mar k asked if the co unty 

will have to maintain anything regarding this .  Commissioner Daniels stated what ever is 

on county property will be o ur mainten ance .  Commissioner Daniels  moved  to accept 

alterna tive  #2, from Wilson & Co,  Commissioner Symes seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

 

a)  Email from Larry Peterson including a draft schedule of bond activity  

b)  Fund status report for February 2023  

c)  Solid Waste financial report for Fe bruary 2023  

d)  February monthly reports for Attorney õs office , Clerkõs office, Register 

of Deed õs office, Tre asurerõs office   

e)  Addeds  ð RE Value 4808, $935.42, Yr 2022  

 

Commissioners appr oved t he fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Voucher s $323,332.36 & $67,170.99 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #6 -7 

c)  Abat ements - RE Value 876, $133.32, Yr 2021 

   RE Value 10,035, $10,022.08, Yr 2022 

   PP Value 2601, $438.36, Yr 2022 

   TR Value 82, $12.00, Yr 2022  

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commissi oner Da niels moved to 

adjou rn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:41 a .m. until Tuesday, March 14 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 



 
 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Le e, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Jill Allen , Deputy  County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   March 14 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman Davi d Lee , Commissioner  Bruce Symes , Commissioner  Jerry Daniels , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Terry Ca ll, Allen County Zoning,  Ron 

Holman, House & Grounds  Direct or, Vicki Moss, Iola  Register representative , Paul Zirjacks, 

c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners approved the min utes of the March 7 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for public  comment, there wa s none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Publ ic Works Director, reported on a pre -construction meeting , by 

telephone, for the new lighting at the airport. Bids received will be opened on Marc h 27 th 

at 1:00 p.m. , and Mitch will b ring them to the commission on March 28 th. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mitch reported that a part time person for noxious weed will be starting today .  

 

Chairman Lee as ked Mitch about the  new cell at the landfi ll. Mitch stat ed the 

construction  of the new cell should begi n March 27 th. They  have capped the wells 

already. Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Dani els asked a bout the airport museu m proj ect. Chairman L ee read a 

drafted letter  of support needed to apply for th e grant . Commissioner Dani els moved to 

approve the letter of support . Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  presented a letter of support for the bike trai l 

comi ng through  Kansas. Discussion followed. Co mmissioner Symes moved to approve  

the letter of suppo rt, with Shannon Pa tterson, Co unty Cle rk, putting i t on Commi ssionersõ 

letterhead . Commissioner Dani els seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mark reported on available  funds from the State of Kansas  to help w ith an overlay 

project . He would like to put tho se funds towards  the  ove rlay on 1200 Rd. A quote from 

Bettis Asphalt for this project would be $430,886.50. Discussion followed. Commissioner 

Dani els moved to approve the bid from Bettis  for $430,886.50. Comm issioner Symes 

seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0. 

 

Mark reported he will b ring a n updated  project list to the commission next week.  

 

Mar k stated he will be hiring 2 people for summer help.  

 

Floyd Thompson, City of LaHarpe Days representative , joined the meet ing.  

 



 
Ron Holman,  House & Grounds Director , presented a new bid for  flooring at the food 

pa ntry . This would be for grinding and polishing  the existing concrete floor; instead of 

placing tiles . There is a price increase  of $2000.00 from the original bid. Discussion 

followed. Commissioner S ymes moved to a pprove the additio nal c ost for  flooring. 

Commissioner Dani els seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Floyd Thompson , LaHarpe Days re presentative,  requesting $1000.00 donation for La Harpe 

Days. Floyd informed the co mmissioners what they have scheduled so far for th e event. 

Discussion fo llowed  on other events that we contr ibute and how mu ch has been 

donated. Commissioners asked  to get the figures from the other events  before 

c ommitting to an amount.  

 

Chairman Lee ask ed abou t the status of the state park legis lation . Rachel Moore, Thrive 

Allen County, stated it is out o f committee . Discussion followed . 

 

The requested information  on donati ons made to other e vents was reported to the 

commission. Commissioner Symes moved to app rove a donat ion of $1000.00 for LaHarpe 

Days. Commissioner Dan iels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Shannon  Patterson,  County Clerk, re quest ed on beha lf of Debbie Bearden, Farm erõs 

Marke t, to use the Southeast c orner of the Iola Sq uare for weekl y Farmerõs Market.  The 

begin date will be May 4 th and run through Octo ber , from 5:05 p .m. to 7:10 p.m. 

Commissioner  Symes moved to approve the request from Debbie Bearden for the Allen 

County Farmer õs Market to use the Sout heast corner of the Iola S quare. Commi ssioner 

Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Shannon r equested t o ap prove the annual retai ner for network and pc labo r from 

Advantage Computers.  The quote is for $1200.00 and then $75.00 an  hour . The price has 

not changed from last year. Commissioner S ymes mo ved to approve the annual ret ainer 

for netw ork and pc labor. Comm issioner Daniels seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  into executi ve session for 10 minutes for land a cquisition . 

Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:14 a .m.  Those 

presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Mark Griffith, Road & B ridge Director , and Rober t E. 

Johnson,  II, Allen Count y Counselor  by conference call .  Com missioners reconvened at 

9:24 a.m.  No action  tak en . 

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  back into executi ve session for 10 minu tes for land 

acqui sition . Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:25 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commis sioners, Mark Griffith, Road & B ridge Director , and 

Rober t E. Johnson,  II, Allen Count y Counselor  by conference call .  Com missioners 

reconve ned at 9:35 a.m.  No action  tak en . 

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  into executi ve session for 15 minutes for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:38 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , and Jerry 

Hathaway , Allen Count y Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:53 a.m.  No  action  

tak en . 

 

Commission  Symes moved t o go  back into executi ve session for 10 minut es for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; moti on passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:55 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , and Jerry 

Hathaway , Allen Count y Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened  at 10:05 a.m.  No action  

tak en . 

 

Mitch reported t hat Kevin Turner, Noxious Wee d Director, passed his direc torõs training he 

attended last week.  

 



 
Commissioners reviewed the  follow ing documents : 

a)  Monthly financial report from District Court  and Appraiser õs office  

  

Comm issioners approved the fol lowing docu men ts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouche rs ð $110,833.77 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  8-14 

c)  Payroll  ð Meal rei mbursement for Kevin Turner  

d)  Payroll ð Process Servers for Brenda Beth, Travis Buck, Haley Donovan, 

Daren Keller man , Dathan McMurtrey,  Tyler Powelson, Steve W omack  

e)  Payroll ð Enrollment on C onner Moss  

f) Abatements - RE Va lue 30,862 , $5853.54, Year 2022 

    

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motio n passed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was  adjourned  

at 10:07 a .m. unt il Tuesda y, March 21 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairper son             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   March 21 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David E. Lee , Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello, Allen County  employee , Terry Call,  Zoning Administrator,  Vicki 

Moss, Iola Register  Representat ive,  and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to  observe the 

me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the P ledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c omment ; there was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported that everything was tur ned in for the 

airport mu seum grant. We should hear something  around April 3, 2023.  

 

Mitch reported on po ssible hanger construction . Discussion followed. Commissioners 

asked Mitch to get estimates on option 2.  

 

Debbie Bearden, G ROW Council,  joined the me eting.  

 

Mitch reported that  no xious weed depar tment has been selling chemical s.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & B ridg e Director, presented bids for a gooseneck trailer.  



 

 
This trailer would be used to haul pipes . Chairman Lee asked if òbrandsó mattered 

between the options. Discussi on followed. Mark recommends going with the Ozark trailer . 

Commissioner Syme s moved to approve th e bi d for the Ozark Trailer from Rowe Mo to rs 

for $15,299.00. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mark presented a project list for 2023 . 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Sy mes stated there is some con cern about 1400 no rth of Iola.  Mark state d 

that he will be patching t hat road. Discussion follow ed on the projects.  

 

Gary Mc Into sh, Booth/McIn to sh Insurance , Logan Booth , Booth/McI ntosh Insurance , Don 

Doherty  Northwestern Mutual and  RPS Benefits by Design Inc. , joined the meeting.  

 

Gary McIntosh, pre sented in formation lea d ing up t o insurance discussion.  

 

Don  Doherty,  Northwestern Mutu al  and RPS Benefits by D esign , informed the commi ssion 

of hi s history with insurance . Don discussed what  he would like to do for the county . They 

would analy ze our current plan . Discussion follow ed.  

 

Loren Korte, PSI, joined the  meeting.  

 

Roberta  Sinclair, citizen, joined the me eti ng.  

 

Loren Kor te, PSI, presented renewal information  for property and vehicle insurance. The 

increase  in premiums happened in  the coverage for the b uildings . The other line s of 

covera ge  have stayed pre tty steady . Discussion followed.  

 



 
Debbie  Bearden  and Robin Lohm an , GROW council, reques ting the commission to sign 

Resolution 202303 A Resolution Recognizing Tu esday, March 2 1, 2023 as Nati onal Ag Day.   

RESOLUTION NUMBER 202303 

 

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING  TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2023 AS NATIONAL AG 

DAY  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF ALLEN  COUNTY, KANSAS:  

 

WHEREAS, On National Agriculture Day, we recognize the unique and irreplaceable 

value that farmers, ranchers, foresters, farmworkers, and other agricultural stewards have 

contributed to our Nationôs past and present. Americaôs agriculture sector safeguards our Nationôs 

land through sustainable management; ensures the health and safety of animals, plants, and 

people; provides a safe and abundant food supply; and facilitates opportunities for prosperity and 

economic development in rural America.   

 

WHEREAS, Over the last year, workers and other leaders across the agriculture sector 

have stepped up to ensure a stable food supply in the face of incredible challenges. Farmworkers, 

who have always been vital to our food system, continued to grow, harvest, and package food, 

often at great personal risk. Local farmers helped to meet their communitiesô needs by selling 

food directly to consumers. Small meat processors increased their capacity as demand for their 

services skyrocketed. Restaurants found creative ways to bring food to members of their 

communities. Grocers and grocery workers also navigated new models, such as curbside pickup 

and online sales.  

 

WHEREA S, These collective efforts helped get food to the millions of adults and 

children in America experiencing nutrition insecurity. Programs such as the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program; the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 

and Children; school meals; and others focused on eliminating nutrition insecurity play an 

integral role in making sure that every family has enough food on the table.  

 

WHEREAS, Farmers, ranchers, and foresters play a critical role in combating climate 

change. From sequestering carbon in the soil to producing renewable energy on farms, we will 

continue to innovate and create new revenue streams for farmers and ranchers while building a 

resilient agriculture sector. 

 

WHEREAS, Being a coalition of representatives from diverse sectors of the food 

system, Allen County Growing Rural Opportunities Works (GROW) Food and Farm Council 

urges the Board of Allen County Commissioners to demonstrate support for the Agricultural 

Industry by publicly signing this resolution. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED  by the Allen County Commissioners that Tuesday, March 21, 2023, be 

recognized as National Ag Day. We call upon all Allen Countians to join us in recognizing and 

reaffirming our commitment to and appreciation for our countryôs farmers, ranchers, foresters, 

farmworkers, and those who work in the agriculture sector across the Nation.  

 

IT IS SO RESOLVED this 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to approve Resolution 202303 . Com missioner Dan iels 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Chairman Lee asked ab out th e Farmerõs Market. Discu ssion followed.  

 

Roberta Sincl air, c itizen, asking for help  with Manl ey Street.  Coun selor Johnson is 

suggesting to get an easement from  Mr. Frank who o wns the surrounding property. Then 

at that poi nt opt ions can be lo oked at to mak e the road more accessib le.  Discussion 

followed  on options.  



 
 

Ch airman Lee reported on a request from  Thrive for a letter o f support to send to the 

Kansas State Senate for the p roposed Leh igh Port land State Park.  

March 21, 2023 

Sen. Renee Erickson, Chairwoman 

Senate Commerce Committee  

Kansas State Capitol 

300 SW 10th St.  

Topeka, Kansas 66612 

 

Dear Chairwoman Erickson and Members of the Kansas Senate Commerce Committee, 

 

The Allen County Commissioners support the proposed Lehigh Portland State Park. 

 

All en County has experienced increased tourism from the existing Rail Trail systems. We believe that 

turning the Lehigh Portland area into a state park, with its connection to the Rail Trails, local and 

regional economies will benefit. Additionally, like many counties in the Midwest, Allen County has 

struggled with population loss. This park will be a catalyst for reversing that trend.  

 

Lehigh Portland State Park would be a safe and beautiful place for families to gather for recreation. 

What a quality-of-life enhancer it would be for all that use it.  

 

The proposed Lehigh Portland State Park, with its 360 acres of water, diverse landscape, and 

connection to the existing Rail Trails system, would benefit Allen Countians, Kansas, and all who use it 

for many years into the future. 
 

Commi ssioner Symes moved to sig n the lette r of support. Commissioner Daniels 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Terry Call, reported on a conver sation he had wi th chief  engineer for KCC.  March 31 is 

when he  will be making a recommendation  to the commission on set back s for the power 

line. Discussion fol lowed. C ommissioners are asking th at Terry reach out to ot her counties 

and find out what their thoughts are on it . Chairman Lee will communicate with  the 

effecte d  land owners .  

 

Commissioner Symes  moved to go into exe cu tive session for 10 minutes  for lan d 

acquisiti on . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 10:20 

a .m.  Those presen t will b e Commissi oners, Mark Griffith, Road & B ridge, and  Robe rt E. 

Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvene d at 10:30 a.m.  No action  

taken . 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 10 minutes  for attorney 

client . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time  is now 10:32 a .m.   

Those presen t will be Commissi oners, and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counselor .  

Com missioners reconvened at 10:42 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Commissioner Daniel s moved to go into  execu tive session for 10 minutes  for contract 

negot iations . Commissioner  Dani els secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time  is now 

10:45 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners , and  Terry Call, Zoning Administrator .  

Com missioners reconvened at 10:55 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Co mmissioner s review ed the follo wing documents:  

a)  Refundin g Revenue Bond Series 2013 -2 maturity date 2/1/2023  

b)  Map provided  by  Terry Call for Manley Street  

c)  February Financial Statem ents for Hospital Board from Larry P eterson  

d)  February mont hly report for No xious Weed Dept  



 
 

Commissioners appro ved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð 3/2 1/2023 -$72,231.14 & 3/17/2023 -$250,393.10  

b)  Pay roll ð Change form for Kevin Turner  

c)  Payroll ð Vacation carr yover for Ron Holman & Jill Allen  

d)  Clerkõs Journal Entries - #15  

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me  before the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn, Commission er Symes sec onde d,  and m oti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 10:59 a.m . until Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .   

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chai rperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner   

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                 OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                March 28, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Terry Call, Planning & Zoning  

Direct or, Jason Trego, Emergency Management Director, Bryan Murphy, Sheriff, Rickie 

Aiello, Allen County  employee,  Dar rell Baugh n, citi zen, and Pau l Zirjacks, citizen,  was 

present to observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Commissioners app roved the m inute s of the regular m eeti ng s on March 14 , 2023 and 

March 21, 2023 .   

 

Chair man Lee asked  for public comment, there was none.   

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Director, reported on the ope ning o f bids for t he  runway. 

Only one bid was recei ved  from Strukel Ele ct ric. The total bi d is for $766,350.00 with the 

fol lowing breakd owns: runway lights, wind cone, and vault a t $442,066.00; PAPI lights at  

$120,338.00; REILs at  $33,603.00; AWOS at  $170,343.00. Discussion followed . Estimated start 

would be this fall. Commissioner  Danie ls move d to accept th e bid  from Strukel Electric  

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mitch  presented a proposal for new fencing at the landfill to he lp with catching the trash 

that is blowing out. The thought i s to put up 50õ-60õ fenc ing. He is working on getting 

quotes on the pric ing ; he just wanted to show what he is looking at. Disc ussion followed.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked on the progress of the landfill project. Discussion follo we d.  

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & Brid ge Director, reported on 5 miles of Neb raska Rd that will be 

getting chip sealed with hel p from the state.  

 

Mark reported they are pulling slabs  from the airport . Discussion followed.  

 

Mark  report ed on  a me eting this eveni ng  at 6:30 p.m. tonight in Mildred. They will be 

discussing the road wor k that will be done in that area.  



 
 

Mark reported  his road an d bridge cre ws will be going to 10 -hour days in April .   

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manage ment, repo rted on a call that he was on  that was  

reporting high fire danger for Thur sday and Friday of this w eek. Resolution 202304 (title ) 

was presented .  

RESOLUTION NO. 202304 ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS  
A RESOLUTION INSTITUTING A BURN BAN FOR  

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS  

 

WHEREAS, on this 28th day of March, 2023, the Commissioners find that dangerous conditions continue 

to exist in the unincorporated areas of Allen County, Kansas due to excessively dry and windy weather and 

that the potential for fires which could cause damage to both persons and property has greatly increased; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the current conditions endanger the health, safety and welfare of persons and property within 

the borders of Allen County, Kansas and that a burn ban should be imposed in the unincorporated areas of 

Allen County, Kansas until weather conditions change. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas does hereby resolve as 

follows: 

c) That pursuant to K.S.A. 48-932, a local emergency exists within Allen County, Kansas. 

 

d) That the entire unincorporated area of Allen County, Kansas is covered by this resolution. 

 

e) That the Board of County Commissioners has all rights and powers to perform such functions 

as are vested in said Board by and through the provisions of the Kansas Emergency 

Preparedness Act of 1975. 

 

f) That a ban on all open burning, inclusive of any type of controlled burning of grass, brush, 

weeds, trees, trash or debris as well as campfires and including fireworks within the 

unincorporated area of Allen County, Kansas shall go in effect at 12:00 midnight on 

Thursday, March 30, 2023 with the following exceptions: 

 

(a). Building, maintaining, attending or using an open fire or campfire in permanent stoves or 

fireplaces or barbeque grills in developed recreational sites or residential sites. 

 

(b). Prescribed burning for crop production or grassland management may only be conducted 

upon the written permission of and upon the specific conditions required by the Allen 

County Sheriff, Bryan Murphy. 

 

g) This burn ban shall remain in effect until 12:00 midnight Saturday, April 1, 2023. 

 

h) A violation of this resolution shall constitute a Class A Misdemeanor punishable under the  

Laws of the State of Kansas, and the Sheriff of Allen County, Kansas his deputies and 

authorized agents shall have the authority to enforce this resolution and the provisions therein. 

 

 7.    This Resolution shall be published in the official county newspaper, The Iola Register and in 

The Humboldt Union. 

 

RESOLVED THIS 28th DAY OF MARCH, 2023. 
Darrell Baugh n spoke on behalf of the fire ban. He woul d  like to see some repercussion s 

should someone violate the burn ban and the fire dep artments get dispatched . 

Discussion followed. Commissioner Symes move d to approve the Resolution 202304. 

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commi ssioners discussed opt ions on wha t to look at for rep ercussions for violating the 

burn ban .  

 



 
Shannon Patterson,  County Clerk , presented the Econom ic Develop ment  Service 

Agreement . Discussion followed. Commissioner Dan iels moved to approve Chair man 

Leeõs signature on the agr eement. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Robert John son, County Cou nselor, report ed t hat Friday, March 31 , 2023 at 10:00 a.m. will 

be the answer hearing for the tax sale. At this time the ju dge can order for the sale t o 

happen.  Paul Zirjacks, citizen, asked where the sale will happen and if the pro perties will 

have the physical address as well. Discussion followed.  

 

Commis sion er Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney 

Client  for land acq uisition. Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The 

time is now 9:12 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Mark Griffith, Roa d and Bridge 

Direc tor, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 

9:22 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go  back  into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney 

Client . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:24 a.m.  

Those present will be Commis sioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:29 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Chairman Lee  mo ve d to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r c ontract  

negotiatio ns. Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:35 

a.m.  Those prese nt  will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Adm inistrator, and Jerry 

Hath away , Allen County  Attorney .  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:50 a.m .  No  act ion  

taken . 

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive Allen County, joined the meeting.  

 

Chairman Lee  move d to  go  bac k into  execu tive session for 5 minutes fo r c ontract  

negotiations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:52 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Adm inistrator, and Jerry 

Hathaway , Allen County Attorney .  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:57 a.m .  No  act ion  

taken . 

 

Rache l Mo ore, Thrive Allen County, reporte d that the Regis ter of Deeds project has now 

been comp leted. I t came in  under budget so the  remainder  of the o bligation  has been 

put  back into the balance left to be used. Discussion followed on remaining projects to 

be completed and any future projects be ing presented.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about the application  for t he airport muse um grant. Rachel 

stated that April 3 rd was th e first possible date to hear about  it.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  February mont hly report for Public Works office  

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Voucher s - $406,969.84 

b)  Payroll ðEnrollment for Douglas Smoot  

c)  Payroll ð Vacation carryover for M arion W ayne Carson, Rikki Witchley  

d)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #16, 17, 18  

e)  Abat ements ð RE, Value 5415, $727.36, year 2022  

   RE, Value 4940, $671.40, year 2021  

   PP, Value 2719, $467.24, year 2022  

   Oil, Value 19,631, $3133.52, year 2022  

   Oil, Value 297, $4 7.06, year 20 21 

 

  

 



 
With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Co mmissioner  Dani els moved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:11 a .m. until Tuesday, Apr il 4, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c ou rthous e.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Symes, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Pa tterso n, County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   April 4 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Bruce Symes, and Shannon Patterson, Allen Coun ty 

Clerk . Commissioner Jerry Dani els was absent.  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Robert Johnson, Allen County Counselor, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  

employee , Chelsie Angleton, 911 C ommuni cations Director, Jason Tre go, Emergency 

Manager,  Vicki Moss, Iol a  Register representative , Jay Kretzmeier, citizen,  Paul Zirjacks, 

c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners approved the minutes of the March 28, 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for public comment . Jay Kretzmeier presented the commissioners 

with a n ew agreement  for the rail tr ail  for rev iew. He would like to come back next week 

to have action taken on it. Di scussion followed.  

 

Bryan Murp hy, Allen  County Sheriff, joined the  mee ting.  

 

Mitch Garner, Publ ic Works Director,  presented information about t he projects done at 

the air port . It outl ines what the county õs share has been  compa red to grant payments. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch stated he does have some employees out picking u p trash from th e landfil l that 

blew out with the high winds last week.  

  

Judge Daniel Creitz joined the meeting.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported that  he has a 2009 track hoe that is  in 

need  of repair.  Mark also discussed other equipment and their ages, pa rts not in 

production  any longer. He will present a list of equi pment that may need to be replac ed  

soon.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mark stated they  are out working on West  Virginia Rd and Wisconsin road, tearing out 

and putting rock dow n. Discussion followed.  

 

Representatives with Hope Unlimited, CASA, K CSL, DCF joined the meeting.  

 

Hope Unlimited pre sented a procl amation recognizing April  2023 as Child Abuse 

Prevention Month . Commissioner Symes moved to approve the p roc lamation. Chairman 

Lee seconded; mo tion passed 2 -0-0. Discussion followed on the different a genc ies 

presen t. Co mmissioner s moved outsi de to p lant pinwheels .  



 
 

Commissioner s reconvened after planting the pin wheels . 

 

Judge Da niel Creitz reported on the request for proposals  sent out  for a rchit ectural 

services for the cour troom expansion  project.  Gravity Works was the  only company that  

submitted a proposal. Discussion followed.  

 

Chairman Lee discussed two lett ers of  support needed by The Growing Pl ace in 

Humboldt. They are going for two grants needed to expand. Discus sion followe d. 

Commissioner Symes moved to approve the le tters of support for the Grow ing Place. 

Chairman Lee seconded; motion passed 2 -0-0. 

 

Robe rt Johnson, County Counselor, presented a  new  lease for the medical art s building. 

Saint Lukeõs Hospital will leave a portion of the Medical Arts Building for $4 900 a month. 

This lease will allow the hospital facilities board to lea se the remaini ng room s to other 

specialists looking to come to Allen  County. Discussion followe d. Commissioner Syme s 

moved to approve the lease . Chairman  Lee seconded ; motion passed  2-0-0.  

 

Jason Trego, Emer gency Manager, reported we are in a wind adv isory for today.  

 

Jason rep orte d he reached out to surrounding emergency ma nagers to see h ow they  

handle indivi duals bur ning during burn ban s. Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson reporte d tha t the tax for eclos ure sale has been set for June 8 , 2023 at 

9:00 a.m. There are appro ximat ely 62 parcels up for sale. Discussion followed  on the 

process .  

 

Chair man Lee  moved t o go  into executi ve session for 20 minutes for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is no w 9:30 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Chairman Lee, C ommissioner Symes  and Jerry Hathaway , 

Allen Count y Attor ney .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:50 a.m.  No action  tak en . 

 

Commissioners reviewed the  follow ing documents : 

a)  Letter of Sup port for S a int Lukeõs Hospital  

b)  ESG Grant payment remit for FF Y2022 

c)  KDHE Update on Ta nk Permits 

d)  March mon thly report for County  Clerk, Register of Deeds  

  

 

Comm issioners approved the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $160,911.76 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  19 & 20 

c)  Payroll  ð Enrollments for Eula Hutton, Rhea Joh nson, Ea rl Valentine  

d)  Payroll ð mileage reimbursement for Shannon Patter son 

   

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Symes moved to 

ad journ, Ch airman Lee  seconded ; motion passed 2-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  at 9:54 

a .m. unt il Tuesday , April 11 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the c ourth ouse.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Le e, Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  ____________Absent __________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 



 
IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   April 11 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello, Allen County  emplo yee , Vicki  Moss, Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County Cou nselor,  Craig I som, AMR/GMR, Rachel 

Moore, T hrive Allen County, Jason Trego, Allen County Emerge nc y Management, Jeremy 

Armstrong , Saint Lukeõs Hospital, Terry Sparks, citizen, and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was 

present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the P ledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of the regu lar meetin g on  April 4 , 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment ; there was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported on estimates for fen cing aro und the 

land fill. Mitch stated he would like  to go out for formal bids fo r the fencing.  Another 

option would be to build up dirt to block some of that. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch  rep orted that the  noxious we ed dep artment is out spraying and they have bee n 

selling quite a bit of chemical.  

 

Chairman Lee reported on mu ltiple phone calls concerning the trash that has been 

blown out of the landfill . Discussion followed .   

 

Chuck Apt, Atto rney, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go into execu tive session for 5 minutes  for non -elected 

personnel . Commissioner  Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 8:45 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Com missioners, Chuck Apt, A ttor ney,  and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  

II, Allen County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 8:50 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director,  reported on change s coming from the state when 

it comes to inspecting b ridg es. Rated 4 br idge s will be gettin g checked every year . 

Divers will be needed for water bridges.  Discussion followed .  

 

Mark stated they are  making progress on West Virgini a Rd . The weather has prevented 

beginning on 2000 th  St. Mark will be in contact wit h Bettis to see when the y ca n begi n on 

their projects .  

 

Mark plans to b ring pricing for a  new track  hoe next week .  

 

Mark reported t he smaller tract or should be here shortly and the mower will then be 

attached . The larger tractor should be in middle of Ju ne and the mower is read y wh en it 

gets here.  

 

Craig Isom , GMR/AMR, presented the commissioners with  a contract for review. Craig  

reported  on what is in the contr act . This contract is for 911 services only,  transfers are not 

included.  Discussion followed.  

 

Caro l Olson, ACMAT, joine d the meeting .  

 

Carol Olson, ACMAT  cha ir, requesting permission to use the courthouse la wn on June 8, 

2023 for the  annual Family Safety Night.  Carol explained what ACMAT is and the services 



 
they provide. Family Safety Night  is free to  the public. The even t will be fro m 5:30 p.m. to 

7:00 p.m. in conjunction  with the farmer õs market.  They are also trying to bring a food 

truck in. Commissioner Symes moved to approve the use of the courthouse lawn, with a 

$100 donation . Commissioner Danie ls seconded; m otio n pa ssed 3 -0-0.  

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive Allen  County, presented the commissio ners with an addendum to 

the original Moderate -Income Housing  (MIH) Grant. Allen County was awarded an 

additional $7500.00. Yutzy Construction is wo rking on the ou ter shell of the house. 

Camp estral  is working on the inside features  of the h ouse. Discussion  followed. Chairman 

Lee asked what  the total cost of this pro ject will be. Rachel will research  that. 

Commissioner Symes moved to approve the addendum to the MIH Gra nt. Comm issioner 

Da niels seconde d; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Jay Kretzmeier , Sunflower Rail Trails, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 10 minutes  for atto rney 

client , courthouse secur ity. Commissioner  Daniels  secon d ed ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The 

time is no w 9:17 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners an d  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen 

County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:27 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go  back  into execu tive session for 10 minutes  for  atto rney 

client , courthouse secur ity. Commissioner  Daniels  secon d ed ; mo tion passed 3 -0-0.  The 

time is no w 9:28 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen 

County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:38 a.m.  No act ion  taken . 

 

Jay  Kretzmeier  explained that he is the manager of the  Sunflower  Rail Trail system. He is 

requesting the commission ers to approve and  sign a management agreemen t. 

Discussion followed. Commissioner Symes moved to approve the manag ement 

agreem ent . Co mmissioner Da niels seconded; motion p assed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner s review ed the following documents:  

a)  Letter from Allen Community College  

b)  Schedule of bo nd activity for Allen County Regional H ospital  

c)  Solid Waste Financial Statement for March 2023  

d)  March Fu nd Status Report  

e)  February  Mon thly report  for Sheriffõs office  

f) March Monthly  reports for Attor ney, District Court, Noxious Weed, 

Public Works,  Sheriff, Treasurer 

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $161,394.67 

b)  Clerkõs Journa l Entry - #21  

c)  Payroll ð Enrollments for William Maggard, Johnny Cox  

d)  Payroll ð Change s for Angela T atman, Ilya Huddleston, Kayla Gar ber, 

Alex Reynolds, Arin  Roecker  

e)  Payroll  ð Reimbursement for Cara Bowen  

f) Payroll ð Vacation carryover for Debra Ludlum  

 

  

With  no further  bu siness to co me  be fore the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adjourn,  Commission er Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 9:44 a.m . until Tuesday, April 18 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs Room 

of  the co urtho use.   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

 



 
___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniel s, Co mmi ssioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      April 18 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon  

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Terry Call, Planning & Zoning  

Direct or, Rickie  Aiello, Allen County  employee,  Craig Isom, AMR,  and  Paul Zirjacks,  citizen,  

was present to observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Commissioners app roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng s on April 11 , 2023. 

 

Chai rman Lee asked  for public comment , there was none.   

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Director, reported  on  the SPRINT Grant . He will not know 

until May now on if we are awarded any of the gran t.  

 

Mitch wanted to thank  Mark Griffith and his crews for coming  out and helping pick up 

trash. They are currently working on getting some trash picked up on the west side from 

the winds on  Saturday.  Discussion fol lowed.  

 

Mitch stated that they are still selling quite a bit of ch emi cal.  

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & Brid ge Director, reported they are done with most of Wes t Virginia, 

should  finish it up today. Discussion followe d on dust control for the ro ads that have been 

torn up.  

 

George Levins , citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Judge D aniel Creitz a nd Troy Smith joined the meeting.  

 

Bruce reported on a cal l he received  about a bridge with a pothole on West Virgini a. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Jerry complimented M ark on his work.  

 

Judge Creitz & Troy Smith, Drug Court Director , reported on the $28, 282.59 of Opiod funds 

that the county has been awarded . Judge Creit z is requesting that these funds be 

distribut ed to Drug Court. Troy explained the breakdown  on the funds from the Opiod 

settlement . 25% was sent directly to the County . 75% is then available for grant  

application . Discussion followe d. Commissioner Symes moved to approve the Judge õs 

request of $28,282.59 for drug court . Commissioner Daniels seconded ; motion passed  3-0-

0. 

 

Robe rt Johnson reported that we will be getting a contract from  the ar chitect soon.  

 

Cameron Carter, Biblesta Committee, joined the me eting.  

 

John Brocker, joined the meeting.  

 



 
Cameron Carter, Bib lesta  Committee , requested continued support for Biblest a. He is 

asking for a  donation given to the increased co st to pu t on the festival. Commissione r 

Danels moved to donate 1500 for Biblesta . Symes 3-0-0.  

 

John Brocker, citize n, reported  on a study he received  on the increase of taxes . He is 

here to relate this to the am bulance situation. Discussion followed.  

 

Dimity Lo well, Iola Seniors Inc, joined the meet ing. Dimity reported the building  is ready to 

get the el ect ric put in.  

 

Dimity reported they will be hosting one of the Thursday ice cream socials in conju nction 

with the city band performance.  

 

George Levins, citiz en, came before the commissioner s to di scuss the trash out at the 

land fill. He reported on a program when  he was a Judge in Allen County. He woul d have 

inmates come o ut to clean up the tr ash.  

 

Mr. Levins asked how many of the audience had to call for an a mbulance. He is 

concern ed with re sponse  time if we have  to wait for an a mbulance from Linn County. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson reported on a request f rom Jack Ben der to clean the head stones  at the 

Evan Young cemetery . Commissioner s are okay  with  Mr. Bender having the head stones 

clea ned.  

 

Commis sioner Symes move d t o go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client  for possible land acquisition  and litigation . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; 

motio n passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:38 a .m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, 

Mark Griffith, Road and Bridge  Director, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:48 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes  fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:50 a.m.  

Those present will be Commis sioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:00 a.m .  No act ion  taken .  

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r contract 

negotiations . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 

10:03 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, and Terry Cal l, Planning & Zoning 

Administ rator .  Co mmissioners rec onvened at 10:18 a.m .  No act ion  taken .  

 

Commis sioner Da niels move d to  go  into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r contract 

negotiations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:21 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, and Terry Call, Planning  & Zoning 

Administ rator , Craig Isom, AMR, and Jason Jenkins, AMR (on con ference call) .  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:36 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Dani els move d to  go  back into  executiv e session for 15 min utes fo r 

contract negotiations . Co mmissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is 

now 10:37 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, and Terry Call, Planning & Zoning 

Administ rator , Craig Iso m, AMR, and  Jason Jenkins, AMR (on con ference call ).  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:52 a .m.  No act ion  taken .  

 

Commis sioner Dani els move d to  go back into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r 

contract negotiations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is 

now 10:54 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, and Terry Cal l, Planning & Zoning 

Administ rato r, Craig Iso m, AMR, and Jason Jenkins, AMR (on con ference call) .  

Com missioners rec onvened at 11:04 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 



 
 

Commissioner Symes mo ved to cancel the  meeting ne xt week  due  to the Kansas County 

Co mmissioners con ference. Commissioner D an iels seconded ; motion passe d 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes moves to approve the services agreem ent wit h American Medical 

Respon se with contingencies as discussed. Commissioner D aniels seconded; m otion 

passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Let ter re garding Kansas State R evolving Fund  

b)  March Financial Reports for  Hospital Facilit ies Board  

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð 4/14/2023 -$325,106.86 & 4/17/2023 -$19,459.56 

 

  

With no f urther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commissioner  Dani els moved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 11:15 a .m. until Tuesday, May 2 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                         May 2 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Le e, Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk .  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Ron Holm an, House & Ground Direc tor, Robert Johns on, Allen County 

Counselor,  Bryan Murphy, Allen Cou nty Sheriff, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communi cations Director, Jason Tre go, Emergency Manager,  Terry 

Call, Zoning Administrator,  Vicki Moss, Iol a  Registe r representative , Carl Slaugh , c itizen 

and Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners approved the minutes of the April 18 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . The re was none.  

 

Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director, rep orted that Desi gn Mechan ical , who services 

our heat and air, has recomme nded having a  service agreement signed.  Currentl y the 

county does not have one . This agreement would cover the s oftware running t he 

heat/air, thermostats,  and sensors.  Discussion fo llowed . Commissioners would like some 

additional informa tion before comi ng to a decision.  

 

Mitch Garner, Publ ic Works Director,  reported they are continuin g to  pick up trash. He 

has hired a se ason al emp loyee who will do just trash pick -up. Chair man Lee aske d if 

Mitch was still looking into a new hydro -seeder. Discussion followed.  

 



 
Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  asked the commissioners about getting bids for a 

used dump truck. He  would still need  to get bids but he sent an email about a truck for 

reference . He stated his looking into a secondary crusher a s well so they ca n make road 

rock as well as chips . Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson reported on a hospital board mee ting he attended and he  has asked 

Mark to look a t pai nting new parking lines a t the Medical Arts Building .  

 

Commis sioner Daniels report ed th at Becky Stanl ey is resigning from her pos ition on the 

Hospital Board. The  commission  will need to appoint a  new mem ber, pref erabl y from t he 

Humboldt area.  

 

Commission  Symes moved t o g o into e xecuti ve session for 10 minutes for Attor ney Client  

for courthouse security . Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time 

is now 8:56 a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commi ssioners and Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen 

Count y Counselor .  Com missione rs reconvened at 9:06 a .m.  No action  tak en . 

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive Allen County, joi ned the meeting.  

 

Rachel pre sented the commissioners with a letter requesting a dea dline extension for the 

Moder ate -Incom e Housing Gr ant. This will move the deadline  for c ompletion  from  June 

30, 2023 to October 1, 2023. Discussion followe d  on the need for the extension. 

Commissioner Symes moved to sig n the let ter requesti ng the  deadline extension. 

Commi ssioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Rachel presented an  upda ted ARPA Projects spreadsheet. We do not have any more 

unobligated funds let in the ARPA fund . The only items left for the  tower project is 

removing the antenna from the old tower. Com missioners asked  what  is left on the BASE 

Match pr oject as well. In look ing at these numbers it was disco vered that we have over  

oblig ated , but the moni es have not been spent. A decision will need to be made in the 

future on where the difference will com e from. Discussion followed.  

 

Chairman Lee  moved t o g o into executi ve session for 15 minutes for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:30 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Adm inistrator, and Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen C ounty Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:45 a .m.  No  action  

tak en . 

 

Chairman Lee  moved t o g o ba ck into executi ve session for 15 minutes for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:45 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, and Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen C ounty Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 10:00 a .m.  No action  

tak en . 

 

Chairman Lee  moved t o g o ba ck into executi ve session for 10 minutes fo r contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 10:00 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, and Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen C ounty Attorney .  Com missioners reconv ened at 10:10 a .m.  No action  

tak en . 

 

Chairman Lee  moved t o g o ba ck into  executi ve session for 10 minutes for contract 

negotiations . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 10:12 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Admin istrator, and Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen C ounty Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 10:22 a .m.  No action  

tak en . 

 

 

 



 
Commissioners reviewed the  follow ing documents : 

a)  April Financial reports from Attorney õs office, County Clerk õs office, 

Register of Deeds of fic e, Public Work õs department  

b)  Email regarding new budg et fo r SEKRJDC 

c)  Information on INVEX inventory on demand  

d)  Insurance claim from EMC  

e)  Thank you letter from All en County Multi -Agency Team  

f) Kansas Public Notice KS -Q-22-49, Permit M-NE36-OO0 1 

g)  Information on Hon or Flight   

 

Comm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 4/27/2023 -$341,729.42 & 5/2/2023 -$155,044.34 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  22, 23, 24 

c)  Payroll  ð Enrollment for Jason Garber  

d)  Payroll ð Changes for Stephen Carnahan,  Bryce Andres,  John W alker  

e)  Payroll ð Reimb ursements for Cindy S covill mi leage, Bruce Symes  

mileage & meal, David Lee mile age, Misty Rice district dues  

f) Payrol l ð Jerry Hathaway Appeal Brief  

g)  Payroll ð Process Service for T Powelson, C  Thompson, T Buck, M 

Car son, J Thompson,  D Kellerman, S Womack, H Donavan, B Beth  

h)  Abatements -  PP, Va lue 23 , $2.76, Year  2021   

   PP, Va lue 29 , $3.42, Year 2022   

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Symes moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion pas sed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adj ourned  

at 10:25 a .m. unt il Tue sday , May 9 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       May 9 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner , and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello, Allen County  emplo yee , Terry Call,  Zoning Administrator,  Vicki  

Moss, Iola Register  Represe ntative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County C ou nselor,  Bryan 

Murphy, Allen County Sheriff,  and  Paul  Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to o bserve the 

me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of the regu lar meetin g on  May 2 , 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for publi c c om ment ; there was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported the contractors are at the landfil l and  

working on s tripping dirt off  the old cell site. The utility company has co me to mar k where 

the new elect ric poles will be . They will need to put two new meters on the poles.  

 



 
Mitch reported the u tility company  is coming to look at poles that may need taken down  

near  the ai rport  to b ring in the muse um. Discussion followed.  

 

Chai rman Lee  asked if the pricing has come in for a ne w hy dro seede r. Mitch stated the 

quotes have not come in yet. Discuss ion followed on the other options they are looking 

at and pricing for suc h.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about runway painting. Mitch stated t hey  are waiting until 

after  July 1 to be able to pai nt  tax iway and runway at same time.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director,  reported that they are out spraying the roads with 

the wat er truck .  

 

Mark reported he spoke with someo ne on setting up a curricul um  for how to t rain up CDL 

drivers. If he completes one  and it get approved,  he would be able to train drivers 

before they take the ir CDL testing. Then they would be able to get their hours in with 

current CDL drivers with the county . Discussion followed.  

 

Mark reporte d they have poured the bottom section of the b ridge at 2000 Rd and North 

Dakota . That section  needs to set before pouring the edges .  

 

Chairman Lee asked about all the eq uipment that Mark has purchased. Mark stated 

they should all be coming i n soon.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked about an email regar ding stora ge y ards for the NextEr a 

Blackberry Tra nsmission Line. Discussion followed.  

 

Sheriff Murphy stated t hat the gate at th e ran ge had been  damaged. He stated he may 

look at  putting a c amera out there.  

 

Terry Call presented Re solution 202305 A Resolution Amending the Allen County Zoning 

Regulations to Inclu de Se tback Distances for Structures Taller Than 50õ. 

RESOLUTION NO.  202305 

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS  
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE ALLEN COUNTY ZONING  REGULATIONS TO INCLUDE 

SETBACK DIST ANCES FOR STRUCTURES TALLER THAN 50ô 

 
WHEREAS, the Allen County zoning regulations currently do not make provision for the construction of 

structures taller than 50 feet; and 

 

WHEREAS, Government's primary responsibility is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public; 

and  

 

WHEREAS; Structures of greater height are being installed in increasing number; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County desires to provide regulations for the 

orderly development of any such systems in Allen County; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners as follows: 

 

Effective May 9, 2023, Article 5, Section 5-101(D) shall be amended to include the following language: 
 

 (D) Setback requirements. For Districts A and A1 there shall be no structures taller than 50 

feet located closer than 1.1 times the height of structure to a road right-of-way: 
 

RESOLVED THIS 9th DAY OF MAY , 2023. 

 

The need for this  resolution was brought upon by a prop osal for a commu nications tower  

that may be in the work s. He explained the h eight and setback requirements they were 



 
looking at. The resolution will b e placing the set back at 1.1 time s the height  of the 

structure. Com missioner Symes moved to a do pt  Resolution 202305  A Resolution 

Amending the Allen County Zonin g Regulations to Include Setback Distances for 

Structures Taller 50õ. Commissioner Daniels secon ded; m otion passed 3 -0-0.   

 

Comm issioner Symes  moved to go into ex ecu tive session for 10 minutes  for lan d 

acquisiti on . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion pa ssed 3-0-0.  The time is no w 8:52 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissioners, Mark Griff ith, Road & Bridge Director,  and  

Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counsel or.  Com missioners reconvened at 9:02 a.m.  

No action  taken . 

 

Larry Bartlett , citi zen, joined  the meeting.  

 

Becky  Johnson, South east Kansas Multi -County Health Depart ment,  joined the meeting.  

 

Becky presented the commissi oners with their budget request fo r 2024. They will b e asking 

for the sa me amount as last year, $11 5,000.00. She explained some  of th e services they 

provide. Discussion followed.  

 

Larry Bartlett presented a picture of the di tch directly in fron t of his  ho use. He is 

con cerned as to why his  di tch was sp rayed for noxious wee d  wh en he does not have 

any. He spoke with Mitch as well  ab out his concern s. Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson, County Counselor, reported that the notice of tax sale has been 

publishe d. The notice not only h as the leg al description, but it now contain s the street 

address. Discussion followed.  

 

Terry Call discussed the zoning hearing held on Ap ril 27, 2023. Jennifer Chester applied for 

a zoning change from agricultur al to commercial of  her 3.3 acres in order to build  a 

drive -thru coffee shop . Steve Strickler was in attendance at this meeting and voiced his 

con cerns with the traffic driving down North Dakota Rd , where his da iry farm is located. 

Jennifer has si nce been in contact with Mar k Griffith to possibly p ut up some signs on 

North D akota indicating pe op le crossing  the road or childre n playing .  Commissioner  

Dani els moved to accept the recommendation of the zoning board to approve the 

request to change 3.3 acres from agri cultural to c ommercial  for th e purpos e of a driv e-

thru coffee shop . Commiss ioner Syme s seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes mo ved to go into execu tive session for 20 minutes  for contract  

negotiations . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The t ime is no w 9:54 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrato r, and  Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen Coun ty Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 10:14 a.m.  No action  

taken . 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go back into execu tive session for 20 minutes  for contract  

negotiations . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 

10:15 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners , Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , and  

Jerry Hathaway, Allen County Attorney .  Com missioners reconvened at 10:35 a.m.  No 

action  taken . 

 

Chairman Lee stated the  comm issioners will be negotiatin g with the City of Iola on th e 

ambulance contract. The  City of Iola has extended the ir date of ending service  to 

October 1, 2023 .  

 

Due to several absen c es, the re will be no meeting on May  16, 2023. 

 

Co mmissioner s review ed the fol lowing documents:  

a)  Letter from concerned citizen regardi ng am bulance service  contract  

b)  April Solid Waste Financial statement  



 
c)  April Fund Status report  

d)  April mont hly statement  from Noxious  Weed Dept & Treasurer õs office  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing do cumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $119,667.96  

b)  Clerkõs Journa l Entries - #25  

c)  Pay roll ð Vacat ion carr yover of 1 9 hours for Brian Plumlee  

d)  Payroll ð Enrollment for Ed Foster 

e)  Payroll ð Mileage reimburseme nt for Shannon Patt erson 

f) Abatements ð RE, Value 2136, $40 0.70, Year 2022 

 

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore t he board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 10:39 a.m . until Tuesday, May 23, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs Room 

of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patte rson, County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      May 23 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patt erson, Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Ron Holm an, House & Grounds 

Director, Terry Call, Planning & Zoning  Direct or, Rickie  Aiello, Allen County  employee,  

Janie Works, citizen,  and  Paul Zirjacks,  citizen,  was present to observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Com missioners app roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng s on May 9 , 2023. 

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy joined the meeting.  

 

Chair man Lee asked  for public comment . Jan e Works informed the commissioners of the 

history of the recycling effort in Allen County. She is requesting that  the County help in 

those efforts . Could the County dedic ate  an employee or two to work  the recycling? 

Discussion followed.    

 

Kathy Brennon , Southeast Kansas Area Agency on Aging  (SEKAAA), joined the meeting.  

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works  Director, reported that the  runway will be striped June 5th  

through  the  9th.  

 

Mitch presented a quote for the top coat needed at th e landfill . He explained the 

d ifference  bet ween the two types that are b eing quoted. Commissioner Daniels mo ved 

to approve the LSC, Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mitch stated  the bids for portable fencing i s due Friday at  10 a.m.  



 
 

Commissioner Symes asked how th e landfill project is going. Mitch stated i t is goin g good . 

The hope is that th e new cell will be rea dy beginning o f next week.  

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & Brid ge Director , reported on the patchin g taking place. He stated 

they are going to the city about e very other day to get oil. He is going to check  about 

getting a  larger tank  to cut back on th e trip s to the city. This will also keep them workin g 

on the roads rather than  ta king the freque nt trip s to get oil. Discussion followed.  

 

Mark reported crews are north of town  on 1400th Street  ripping trees out .  

 

Com missioner Symes asked ab out the MowerMax  an d if there will be training. Mark said 

there will be an indi vidual that stays here to train the employees on the MowerMax when 

it comes in.  

 

Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director, is requesting to seal  the senior c enter parking 

lots in Iola and Humboldt. T hey need  crack filling and seal ed . He contacted Bettis and  

they referred  him to  Jack Jeffrey  with As phalt Paving & Sealcoating.  This was the only bid 

he w as able to rec eive  as many others do not bid on smaller projects . Discussion 

fol low ed. Commissioner Da niels moved to accept the bid for a total of 12,500.00 for the 

Humbold t and  Iola Senior Center parking lots. Commissioner Symes seconded ; motion 

passed 3-0-0. 

 

Kathy Brennon, SEKAAA  Executive Director , presented t he commissioners with information 

on th e services they provide. Their funding is from Federal and State funding. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r non -elected 

personnel . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is no w 9:21 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry McDonald, citize n, Shanno n Patterson, 

Allen County Clerk  and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners 

rec onvened at 9:31 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Dani els move d to  go back into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r non -

elected personnel . Co mmissioner Symes  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 

9:33 a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry McDonald, citizen, Shanno n 

Patterson, Allen County Clerk  and Robert Jo hnson II, Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:43 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:47 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen Cou nty Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:57 a.m .  No act ion  taken .  

 

Chairman Lee  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r Contract 

Negotiations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:03 

a.m.  Those present  will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator and Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen County Attorney .  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:18 a.m .  No act ion  

taken . 

 

Cha irman Lee  move d to  go  back  into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Contract 

Negotiations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:18 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator and Jerry 

Hatha way, Allen County A ttorney .  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:28 a.m .  No act ion  

taken . 

 

Chai rma n Lee  move d to  go  back  into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Contract 

Negotiations . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:29 



 
a .m.  Those prese nt will be Commis sioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator and Jerry 

Hathaw ay,  Allen County Attorney .  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:39 a.m .  No act ion  

taken . 

 

The Commissioners will hold a  special meeting tomorrow morning  at 8:30 a.m. 

con cerning the EMS Con tract. The City of Iola wil l be present for this meeting.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  WATKO Benefit Group letter sent to Commissioner Symes  

b)  Drug Court Graduation invitation  

c)  April financial statements from District Court & Sheriff õs office  

d)  Allen County Fair Board financi al statem ents for January, February , 

March, April  

e)  April financial statem ent and email from Larry Peterson for Hospital  

f) Addeds  ð PP, Value 1795, $309.12, Year 2021  

                       PP, Value 1813, $303.70, Year 2022  

  

Commission ers appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers - $77,768.44 

b)  Payroll ð Enrollment form for J.D. Harris  

c)  Payroll ð Change for David Hei man, Ste phanie Vest 

d)  Payroll ð Mileage Reimbursement for Jill Allen  

e)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #26, 27  

f) Abat ements ð PP, Value 179 5, $309.12, Year 2021 

   PP, Value 1813, $303.70, Year 2022  

  

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commissioner  Symes moved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Dani els seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:42 a .m. until  Wed nesday , May  24, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. for a special meeting in the  

Assembly  Room of  the  c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                        May 24, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in a spec ial session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Syme s, and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk .  

 

Mitchell Garner, Pu blic Works Director, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , Rickie Aie llo, Allen 

County  emplo yee , Michael Burnett, EMS Dir ector, Cory Isbell, Iola Fire Chief , Steve 

French, City of Iola  Mayor,  Vicki Moss, Iola  Registe r representative , was  p resent to 

observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commission  Symes moved t o g o into executi ve session for 30 minutes for contract  

negotiations . Commi ssioner Daniels  seco nded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 8:32 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen County Attorney, Steve French, Cit y of Iola Mayor, Michael Burnett, EMS 

Director, and Cory Isbell, Iola Fire Ch ief .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:02 a .m.  No 

action  tak en . 



 
 

Commission  Symes moved t o g o into executi ve session for 30 minutes for contract  

negotiati ons. Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:10 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Jerry 

Hathaway, Allen County Attorney, Steve French, Cit y of Iola Mayor, Michael Burnett, EMS 

Direct or, and Cory Isbell, Iola Fire Ch ief .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:40 a .m.  No 

action  tak en . 

 

Commi ssion  Symes moved t o g o back  into executi ve session for 20 minutes for contract  

negotiations . Commi ssioner Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time  is now 9:40 

a .m.  Those pres en t wi ll be Commis sioners, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Jerry 

Hatha way, Allen County Attorney, Steve French, Cit y of Iola Mayor, Michael Burnett, EMS 

Director, and Cory Isbell, Iola Fire Ch ief .  Com missioners reconvened at  10:00 a .m.  No  

action  tak en . 

 

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniel s moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 10:04 a .m. unt il Tuesday , May 30, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourth ouse.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissione r 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                         May 30, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk .  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Jami Clark , Allen County Apprai ser, Robert Johnson, Allen County 

Counselor,  Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Vicki Moss, Iol a  Registe r representative , 

Nicki Gossett, citizen  and  Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commissio ners approved the minutes of the May 23 , 2023 an d May 24, 2023 meeting s. 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . There was none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Publ ic Works Director,  presen ted bids for portable fenc es for the land fill. He 

received three bids. WCS Facilities Management , Inc from Deerfield, FL , 10 fences  at  

$10,859.31 eac h and fr eight of $5,170  for a total of $113,763.10. Co astal Netting Systems 

from Bakerfield, CA, 10 fences at  $7,850 each  and freight  of $4,400 for a total of 

$82,900.00. LSC Environmental Products from Apalachin, NY , 10 fences at $7,940 and 

freight of $3,300 for a total of $82,700.00. The fences are  24õ wide , 15õ high, 8õ deep. 

These would sit on the hill around the trash to help preve nt it from e scaping t hat area.  

Discussion followed . Commissioner Symes moved to acce pt  the bid from LSC  

Environmental Products  for  to amount of $ 82,700. Co mmissioner Danie ls seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Chairman Lee asked about the vacuum pumps and hyd ro-seeder. Those bids have not 

c ome in yet.   



 
 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported the bridge  being repl aced on  2000th  and 

South Dakota . The deck has been poured and will ha ve to set about a week.  

 

Chuck Apt, Attorney, joined the meeting.  

 

Mark explained about the tree remov a l on 1400th; these trees were dead and  needed to 

go. Discussion followed .  

 

Mark reported he is looking at alternate solutions for watering th e ro ads. Currently they 

have  a ta nk in the back of a truck , but another option to  look at would be a water truck . 

This would allow them to pump water out of a nearby cr eek  rather tha n dr iving back and 

forth to fill the tank. The current p lan to water  roads twice a we ek if possible.  

 

Mark stated e verythi ng on track for  the new tractors  and  the  Mower Max. The districts are 

mowing their  own ar eas now.  

 

Nicki Gossett, President of Elsmore Ruritan  Club , requesting a  donation to ward s Elsmore 

Days. Discussion followe d on activities taking plac e. Commissioner Dani els moved to 

approve a donatio n of $1000 for Elsmore Days. Com missioner Symes seconded; motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chu ck Apt , Attorney, pr esented the commi ssioners with a resignation letter  for his 

Gu ardian Ad Litem  and Adult Misdemeanor contracts , effective at 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 31, 2023.  He will be  sworn in as  Ma gistrate Judge as of June 1, 2023. 

Commi ssioners thanked Mr. Apt for all  his work  in Allen County. Discussion followed on 

what his role will be as a Magistrate Judge. Commissioner Symes moved to accept the 

resignation  effect ive May 31, 2023.  Commissioner Danie ls seconded; motion passed 3 -0-

0.  

 

Commission  Dani els moved t o g o into executi ve session for 15 minutes for non -elect ed 

personnel . Commi ssioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 8:50 

a .m.  Those pres en t wi ll be Commis sioners, Jami Clark, Alle n County Appraiser  and Rober t 

E. Johnson, II, Allen Count y Cou nselor.  Com missioners reconvened at 9:05 a .m.  No 

action  tak en . 

 

Commission  Dani els moved t o g o into executi ve session for 10 minutes for non -elect ed 

personnel . Commi ssioner Symes sec on ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 9:07 

a .m.  Those presen t wi ll be Commis sioners and Rober t E. Johnson,  II, Allen Count y 

Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:17 a .m.  No action  tak en . 

 

Commissioner  Dan iels stated he has received several p hone calls over the last few days 

over the EMS n egotiati ons. He stated AMR  was going to place cameras in the 

ambulances . Considering  recent news of a rep orted incident , he is questi oning how the 

City of Iola will ha ndle this.   Is there a mitigation plan to p revent this issue from happening 

again ? Discussion followed. Commissione r Symes moved to app rove the rene gotiated 

contract with the City of Iola . Commissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commi ssioners reviewed the  follow ing documents : 

a)  Summons in a Civil Action   

 

Comm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð # 28 

b)  Payroll  ð Change fo rms for Jeremy Hopkins & Christopher Craft  

c)  Payroll ð Cell phone reimbu rsement request  for JD Harris 

  

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjo urn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  



 
at 9:33 a .m. unt il Tuesday , June  6, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Pat ter son, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       June  6, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner , and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello, Allen County  empl oyee , Vicki  Moss, Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen Co unty C ou nselor,  Cole Herder,  City of Humboldt,  

Katy Vanatta,  citizen,  Alexandria Gum fory , citizen , Shellie M ueller , cit izen, Tom Cannon, 

citizen , and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was presen t to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of the regu lar meetin g on  May 30, 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment . Cole Herder presented the commissioners 

information abou t a chargi ng infrastructure terminal. He is reque sting a letter of sup po rt 

to apply for an 80% match grant.  



 

 
Discussion followed. Commissioner Daniels moved to approve submitting  a letter of  

support for the City of Humboldt to appl y for grant. Commis sioner Symes seco nded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Tom Cannon, citizen, reported th at his right of way was sprayed  by noxious  wee d and 

killed some of his plants. He reached out to the noxious wee d employee and received 

and ap ology. Chairman Lee also gave his  ap ologie s and they w ill be looking into this 

situation. Mitch Garner  is willing to meet with Mr. Cannon to look at his property. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Katy Vanatta, citizen, cam e to advocate for the cameras being installed in the 

ambulance. She is coming for ward following the article in th e paper about adding 

cameras in the  ambulance s. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported the runway is closed this week to ge t the 

striping completed . They will get th e runway prepped this week and then come ba ck 

next week to do th e striping.  

 

Mitch stated t he contra ct or will be r eseal ing  taxiway next week. Once that is completed , 

then it will be getting stiped.  

 

Mitch reported that the portable fencing has been ordered and will be here in about 30  

days. 

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director,  reported that he has been  receiving  qui te a few 

calls about the dust control. He has not rec eived the dust control. He is beginning to 



 
research how th is can be done in  house instead of contracting with this co mpany . 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mark reported he is still looking into wat er trucks.  

 

Mark stated the Mower Max should be in at the end of July or first of  August . 

 

Mark reported the l eased tractors are in  and scheduled to be  delivered tod ay.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 5 minutes  for attorney -clien t 

for pending litigation . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is 

no w 9:03 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners, Darolyn òCrickett ó Mal ey , Allen 

County Tr ea surer and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counselor .  Com missioners 

reconvened at 9:08 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 5 minutes  for attorney -client 

for pending litigation . Commissioner  Daniels  secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is 

no w 9:10 a .m.  Those presen t will be Commissi oners  and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen 

County  Counselor .  Com missioners reconvened at 9:15 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Robert Johnson, County Counselor, reminding of tax sale at  9:00 a.m. on Thursday. It will 

be held at the large court room.  

 

Co mmissioner s review ed the following documents:  

a)  Humbo ldt Chamber Dinner invitation  

b)  Claim information from EMC  

c)  June 2022 ð May 2023 Solid Waste Financial report  

d)  May 2023 Solid Waste Financ ial report  

e)  May 2 023 Fund Status Report  

f) May 2023 month ly reports from County  Clerk, Public Works, Register of 

Deeds, Treasurer  

g)  Escape ð SAU, Value 1079, $153.98, Year 2022  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $270,456.85  

b)  Clerkõs Journal En tries - #29, 30 

c)  Pay roll ð Enrollment s for Seth Pollet, Doug Ca mpbell, Aaron Vaughan,  

Zachary Ulrich  

d)  Payroll ð Change forms for Luchia Wildschuetz, Cassidy Bowen, 

Danielle Louk, Dana Dawn  

e)  Payroll ð Mileage reimbursement for Cindy Scovill  

f) Applicati on for Aut ho rized Emergency Vehic le Permit for Mar c 

Wag goner  

  

With no f urther  bu siness to co me be fore the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 9:21 a.m . until Tuesday , June 13 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs Room 

of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner   

 

 



 
IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      June 13 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Pu blic Works Director,  Rickie Aiello, Allen County  

employee,  and  Paul Zirjacks,  citizen,  was present t o observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Com missioners app roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng s on June 6 , 2023. 

 

Chair man Lee asked  for pu blic comment . There was none  

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works  Director, reported the work on the taxi way is underway this 

week. The runway has been cleaned and ready for painting.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch stated the l itter fenc es have been delive red and r eady to be put toge ther. Mitch 

was or iginally told it would b e around a month before delivery however he received  a 

call Friday that they w ould be here Monday.   

 

Mitc h stated that he a nd Robert Poydack , airport manager, will be att ending the Kansas 

Associa tion of Airport Annual Conference in  Atchison . This is held Wednesday th rough 

Friday.  

 

Chairman Lee asked how the meeting with Mr . Cannon went last week. Mitch stated it 

went well . Discussion followed.   

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & B ridge Director,  reported he recei ved an  answer on dust control. 

They are planning on being here the last week of Ju ne.  

 

Mark reported the new mowers and rental tractors were deliver ed and in use Monday.  

 

Mark stated a ll the roads that are being worked on  will be repainted and the l ines will be 

put back on.  

 

Mark rec eived  bids for a tra ck excavator. He  would be tr ading in a 2011  with about 8000 

hours. He received bids  from Foley  cat for a total of $252,723 with $45,000 trade in 

included , John Deere  for a to tal of $227,301  with $40,0 00 trade in included , and  Berry 

Tractor  for a total of $246,376.82 with $34,000 trade in included.  These mach ines quoted 

for are a l arger machine  than the county currently  owns . Mark would rec ommend  Foley . 

Discussion followed.  Commissioner Symes moved to a ccept the bid from Foley  cat  for 

$252,723.00. Daniels seconded; m otion p assed 3 -0-0.  

 

Coll een Riebel, Allen County Conservation District, joined the meeting. Colleen 

presented information for their budget. They are requ esting $45,000, the same as 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee discussed three contracts for Child In Need of Care, Juve nile Defe nder , 

and Adult Mi sdemeanor . Historically, Judge A pt was the only  attorney contract ed for 

these; then they would appoin t when needed. They are now wan ting to contract with 3 

prac tices , Heim Law Offices, Johnson Schowengerdt, and  Manbeck Law . The hope  is 

that this will do away with most of th e hourly invoices for the appointed attorneys.  Judge 

Creit z and Judge Apt have both approved these contrac ts. Discussion followed. 

Commission er Symes moved to approve  the contracts with Heim Law Offices, Johnson 

Scho wengerdt, and Manbeck Law; and have Chairman  Lee sign. Commissioner Daniels 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 



 
 

Co unselor Johnson  reported the re was good att endance for the tax sale. On ce the final 

check of titles has been done, they will p etition for final ization of the sale. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Commis sioner Dani els move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Non -Elected 

Personnel . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 8:59 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Road & Brid ge Director, and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:04 a.m .  No  

act ion  taken . 

 

Commis sioner Dani els move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Non -Elected 

Personnel . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:05 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, a nd Robert Johnson II , Allen County 

Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:10 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Darren Booth, The el Insurance , joined the meeting .  

 

Vernell Wri ght , Glob e Life Liberty National , joined the mee ting . Vernell came to dis cuss 

the worksite advantage plan. He pr esented the  options that Gl obe L ife offers. Discussion 

follo wed. Commissioner Symes is requesting that Vernell work with the County Clerk and 

compare benefits that are currently offered. He goal is not to replace what  is offered but 

enhance coverages .  

 

Dar ren Booth, Theel Insurance, pre sented information on  a Freedom Choice plan . 

Discussion followed on how  Freedom Claims  Management In c  handles the poli cy .  

 

Bill Fiscus, Tri-Valley, joined the meeting.  Bill presented the commis sioners with minutes 

from the last year of board meetings . He also pres ented info rmation on the number of 

employees and number of indivi duals rec eiving  services. Tri-Valley is reque sting $70,000 

for the 2024 budget.  Discussion followed.  

 

Bruce on  be half of ACMAT is a sking to re schedule their safety night to this Thursday.  The 

commission is ok ay with  th is event rescheduling for Thursday, June 15, 2023.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  May 202 3 finan c ial reports for Hospital Facilities Bo ard  

b)  March monthly report from Appraiser  

c)  April monthly report from Appraiser  

d)  May monthly repor ts from Appra iser, Attorney, Distr ict Court, Noxious 

Weed  

e)  Logan Township  Annual Report  

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers  - 6/8/23 -$381,421.21 & 6/12 -$58,270.96 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ry #31  

c)  Payroll ð May Process Service for  Brenda B eth, Bryce Andres, Steve 

Womac k, Daren Kel lerman, John Walker   

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commissioner  Dani els moved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 9:52 a .m. until Tuesday , June  20, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in  the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c our tho use.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  



 
 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patter son, County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                         June  20, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and Jill 

Allen, Deputy  County Clerk .  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, Dani el Schowenger d t, County Counselor 

Representative, Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Vicki Moss, Iol a  Registe r 

representative , Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commi ssioners approved the minutes of the June 13 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . There was none.  

 

Terry Call, Zoning Admin, handed the commission  bro chures from The Center.      They 

help write ordi nan ces for solar & wind.  There is n o ch a rge, we can use it or not.  It õs just a 

recommendation  of what they wou ld do .  Terry said they would be writing a solar 

ordinance for Allen County;  we are not obli gated to use it.   

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, reported on fence at landfill.  The re were several 

pieces  of equipment broke down las t week.   

 

Mitch state d the runway is getting painted.  The light s will start around 

Septem ber/Octo ber.    

 

Mark G riffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported that the brid ge at 2000th & South Dakota is 

done.   It is a t-intersection.  A stop sign is recommended , one will be placed .   

 

Mark said LaHarpe is getting chip sealed this week.     

 

 An email request was received  from Moran City Days Committee requesting a donation 

from Allen County for $1500.00.   Com missioner Symes moved to approve $1500.00  be 

donated to Moran City Days C ommittee , Commissioner  Daniels  seconded , motion 

passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Comm issioners approved the  fo llowing documen ts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $222,794.20 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð # 32 

c)  Payro ll ð Reimb for Jerry Daniels , mileage  

  

With no further business to co me b efor e the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion pass ed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 8:51 a .m. unt il Tuesday , June  27, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        



 
___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Jill Allen, Deputy  County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       June  27, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitc h Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Bryan Murphy, Allen County Sh eriff,  Jason Trego, Allen County 

Emergency Manager , Rick Aiello, Allen County  empl oyee , Terry Call, Allen County Zoning  

Adminis trator,  Vicki  Moss, Iola Register  Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County 

Cou nselor, Jane Works, Allen County Recycling , Steve Strickler, Allen County Recy cling,  

Terry Sparks, Hospital Facilit ies Board Representati ve, and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was 

present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of  the regu lar meetin g on  June 20 , 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment . Paul Zirjacks, citizen, feels as though the 

commu nity needs to help keep the Iola Register going.  

 

Jane Works  and Steve St rickler , Allen County Recycl ing, presented to the comm issioners 

more updated information on the rec ycling efforts. In 2022 they rec ycled 244 tons of 

cardboard  and so far in 2023 they  have had 135 tons. So far in 2023 they have had 48 

bales of office paper, magazines, and ne wspapers , 16 bales of plastic.  Iola  Elementary 

School gets the alumin um can s donated to them.  Glass gets put into industrial size 

dumpsters , two of them are full right now and whe n the third is full t hose get taken to 

Kansas City. Started out r ecycling just new spapers a nd now has expan ded to all the 

others listed. Facility is open 24/7 .  What would help is if a couple employees could work 

½ days, 5 days a week , goi ng aro und the towns picking up totes of cardboard. It would 

also be dropping of empty totes. Discussion followed. In kind help? May be someone 

can õt actually give the ir time to help  with recycling but migh t be wi lling to loan out a 

trailer? Just cardboard  p ickup and baling is needed at this time. Commissioners are 

asking for Jane  Works to appr oach the City of Iola as well .  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported th e runway is painted and opened back 

up.  Once the work is done on the taxiway it will  get p ainted.   

 

Mitch  reported they have one of the litt er nets assembled and put into place. They a re 

working on getting the r est assembl ed.  

 

Commissioner Symes ask ed about t rying t o intercept the cardboard being brought into 

the landfi ll. Mitch stated the  majority is mixed in with all the other tr ash. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director,  stated he recei ved a call from the company 

responsible for dust control. They are planning on being here after the 4 th of July to put 

down the dust control. He has spoken to the surrounding counties and they have not 

had theirs done yet either.  Might be worth looking int o cost of purchasing our own?  

 

Mark reported the  excavator will be at the sh op this afternoon.  

 

Mark reported Bettis will be gin  working on the overlay  project late J uly or early August.  

 



 
Terry Sparks, Hospital Facilities Board Representative, wanted to thank  the c ommissioners 

for the ir support and help with the Medical Arts Building. The north  2/3 of the bu ilding is 

leased to Sai nt Lukeõs. The remaining 1/ 3 is being leased to other entities.  There were 

services in the lease cont racts that covered medical supplies, office supplies. Because  of 

the non -profit status of Saint Lukeõs, they canno t provide the supplies for us. Terry state he 

will work with Ron to set up a system o f ordering the  supplies. Discussion follow ed.  

 

Nicholas Lohman,  Hope Unlimited Capi tal Campai gn, updating the commissioners on 

information that wa s presented previously. Neosho County and Anderson County have 

bo th committed to their share s presented to them. He is asking if the commissioners 

would be willing to  make a commitment  to  Allen  County õs share of $95,700. They just 

need letters of commitment  initially  to show for the grant applications. Commissioner 

Da niels move s to approve  the commitmen t of $95,700 in support of the Hope Unlimited 

Capital Campai gn , pay able within 3 years or less , with final determination  during budget 

discussions. Commissioner Symes second ed; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jason Trego, south east Allen County could see the potenti al of  severe weathe r this 

evening . The storm system is running from  Great Bend to Chanute so w e could  be on the 

very edge . Jason also stated t hat the n ext coupl e days heat index is 106  to 108 degrees.  

 

Terry Call, Allen C ounty Zoning Administrat or, wanted to give a little infor mation about a 

request to become an in-netwo rk provider for He alth y Blue for a mb ulance services.  Terry 

stated that you must  contract with them or you cannot bill for services. It is something 

that he  did when he  work ed billing for EMS.  Discussion followed.  

 

Terry reported that s ince l ast weekõs me eting , 2 solar companies ha ve approached  him . 

Discussion followed.  

 

Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director, updated on the Humboldt food pantry. Danny 

Ware should be there this week or next to begin.  

 

Ron asked the commi ssioners what color of lights they w ould prefer for the new Chr istma s 

Lights for the courthouse. He will be getting them ordered . The idea is red and green to 

contrast the white around the sq uare.  

 

Commissioner Symes mention ed an email request to work  with Kansas Wildlife and Parks 

on easem ent  at trail head t o allow emergency veh icles access to the trail s. 

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes for non -elected 

personnel. Commission er Symes seconded; m otio n passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 9:3 5 

a.m. Those present will be Commission ers, Mark  Griff ith, Road & Bridge Director, and 

Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor . Commissioners reconvened at 9:40 a.m. No 

action taken.  

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for non -elected  

personnel. Commission er Symes seconded; m otio n passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 9: 41 

a.m. Those present will be Commission ers, Mitch Garner , Public Works  Director, and 

Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor . Commissioners reconvened at 9: 51 a.m. No 

ac tion taken.  

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go into executive session for 20 minutes for Attorney 

Client . Commission er Symes seconded; m otio n passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 9: 52 a.m. 

Those present will be Commission ers, and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen Coun ty Counselor . 

Commissioners  reconvened at 10:12 a.m. No action taken.  

 

Commissioner Dani els moved to go back into executive session for 5 minutes for Atto rney 

Client . Commission er Symes seconded; m otio n passed 3 -0-0. The time is now 10:13 a.m. 



 
Those present will be Commission ers, and Robert E. Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor . 

Commissioners reconvened at 10:18 a.m. No action taken.  

 

There will be no mee ting next week due to the 4th of July holiday.  Next meeting will be 

July 11, 2023 

 

Co mmissioner s review ed the following document s: 

a)  Email from Lisse Regehr in troducing KDWP õs Direc tor Linda Lanterman 

& attorney Terry B ruce  

b)  Request from Healthy Blue to becom e in -net work provi der  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $401,425.64  

b)  Clerkõs Journal Entry # 3 3 

c)  Pay roll ðEnrollment form for Jaden Hart  

d)  Payroll ð Change form for Kristin Stotler  

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore th e board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 10:24 a.m . until Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs Room 

of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      July 11 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Pat terson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith , Road  &  Bridge  Director,  Mitchell 

Garner, Public Works Director,  Bryan M urphy, Allen County Sheriff,  Dalton Glasscock, 

Heartland Area Land Owners,  and  Paul Zirjacks,  citize n, was present to observe the 

meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge o f Allegianc e. 

 

Com missioners app roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng s on June 27, 2023. 

 

Chair man  Lee asked  for pu blic comment . Dalton Glas scock  with Heartland Area  Land  

Ow ners, introduced himself  and the  company he represents. They work with landowner s 

on e ducation w he n solar and wind projects are being talked about fo r their  areas. 

Discussion follow ed.   

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works  Director, reported that the electric  that needs to be b uried 

will cost r oug hly $29,000 and it will be done by Heartland  Rural Elect ric . The poles a nd line 

need to be bur ied in order to bu ild new hangars. Discussion follo wed .  

 

Cha irman Lee asked about the  litter fence.  Mitch stat ed 4 ou t of the  10 have been 

assembled and are in place.  

 



 
Chairman Lee reported on a  report of  a  walnut tree that was damaged by sprayi ng of 

the noxious weeds. They have done one round of spray ing in the county, and now the 

Johnson grass has come up . They are now goi ng back out and for th at. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mitch reported that  his budget for  the Air port has gone up slightly. Utilities and phone 

charges have gone up . He added $230,000 to bud get for the constructi on of  5 new 

hangars. Discussion followe d.  

 

Mitch stated most of  the increase in Noxious Weed wa s in personnel.  The increase  will 

fun d the extra part time help  to start  spraying earlier  in the ye ar. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch stated  he inc reased his engineering fees for the  solid waste fund. Other sup ply a nd 

equipment costs have in creased so he increased his bu dget for th at.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & Brid ge Director,  reported  dust contro l is scheduled to be here 

to morrow.  He has had to reimburse a few peop le due to the delay. Mark  is still looking at 

a way to be able to do this in house. Discussion followed.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked about t he MowerMax. M ark stated it should be here at the end  of 

the month, last he spoke  with the company .  

 

Cha irman Lee asked about  the new mowers. Mark state d t hey are workin g very well.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked a bout Bettis and their sc he duled to be here. S hould be in 

August.  

Mark stated his increase is par tially due to trying  to sche du le in all the paved roads to be 

re-chipped. Discussion followed.  

 

Darolyn òCrickett ó Maley, County Treasurer, joined the meeting.  

 

Judge Daniel Creitz & Dina Morrison  joined the meeting.  

 

Dennis Wall , citizen , joined the me eting.  

 

Mark exp lained he h as been trying  to add a fe w more employees to the r oad crew and  

he is trying to attract and re tain the CDL operators.  

 

Judge C reitz & Dina Morrison presen ted the courts budget request. Overall , ther e is a 

decrease of $11,919 fr om last year. Discuss ion fol lowed.  

 

Crickett Ma ley, Treasurer, increased her budget in compute rs and office supplies.  

Public ation  cost s have  increased.  Discussion followed.  

 

Misty Rice, Register of Deeds, attribut ed her increase in budget to training . She does plan 

to att en d train ing and  conference. Discussion followed.  

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy, st ated maj ority of his increa se is in person nel and vehicles.  He is 

hoping to only have  to  purchase one vehic le next year.  

 

Bryan reported the jail is having some  issues with  the ir HVAC system. He had Design 

Mechani cal present a plan to replace the H VAC system. Discussion followed .   

 

Bryan is asking again about changing from KPERS to KP&F. Mo ving to KP&F might help 

attra ct interested indivi duals. Currently sitting  at 5 employees short.  Disc ussion followed.  

What o ther benefits could we possibl y look at to help a ttract those individuals.  Bryan 

presented starting pays for surrounding cou nties fo r their jail staf f.   

 



 
Commissioner  Dani els would like to wait until n ext  week to make a deci sion on the 

Design Mechanical quote for the HVAC.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Commun ica tions Director, reported her  budget for d ispatch  is 

showing an overall increase of 2%. She has requested an increase in her part time pay. 

Her overtime is al so inc reasing as  they ar e short staffed curr ently. Discussion followed.  

 

Chelsie stated the emer gen cy management bu dget  has a 1 .5% overall inc rease. 

Discussion followed . 

 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk, reported the majo rity of her inc rease is person nel 

and posta ge.  

 

Shannon stated her election budget increase is due to conducting 3 elections  ne xt year. 

There will be a Presidential Preference Primary  in March , Prima ry Elect ion in August, and 

the General Election in November. Some of the expense from the Presid ential Prefer ence 

Primary will be re -imbursed by the state. With the cost of postage inc reasing , she 

adjusted the budget for such for maili ng out ballots.  

 

Denni s Wall , citi zen, came to voice his concerns about the cou ntyõs noxious weed 

spraying. Dis cussion followed.  

 

Jami Clark, Allen County Appraiser, joined the meeting.  

 

Dennis Wall is a lso concerned  that his road is now a bicycle  route. He states the people  

do not  want  to the bikes o n the road. Discussion followe d.    

 

Jami Clark, Appr aiser, explained the she has an emp loyee who is looking  to re tire at the 

end of 202 4. She has added the amount for  payouts for that retirement to her  2024 

budget .  

 

Jami reporte d that  SAM is increasing their rates 10% f or 2024. This is for the GIS mapping.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client  for c our tho use security . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The 

tim e is now 10:25 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen 

County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:35 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minu tes fo r Att orney  Client  

for c ourth ouse security . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time 

is now 10:36 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen 

County Coun selor.  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:41 a.m .  No act ion  taken . 

 

Shannon explained  that the Moran Senior Center Board is short 2 mem bers due to the 

passing of Neld a Cuppy and June Ter rill. Neldaõs position will be appointed by the City of 

Moran. Commissio ne r Symes moved to appoint  Carlin Kay Lewis for the Moran Senior 

Center board , to f ill the unexpired term o f June Terrill. Commissioner  Daniels  seconded;  

motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Commiss ioner Symes moved to hold a special meeting for the purpose of working t he 

2024 budget  on Thursday, Ju ly 20, 2023. Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion pa ssed 

3-0-0.  

 

Mitch repor ted that S teve S tric kler just text him request ing equipment to help load his  

trailer for  recycling. Mitch and  Mark both said their e qui pment is in use and will not be 

available. He will let Steve know.  

 

 



 
Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Allen County Zoning R egulations  for Commercial Solar Energy Systems  

b)  Letter from  Raymond  James  

c)  104th Annual Mee ting invitation from Allen County Farm Bu rea u 

d)  Kansas Public Notice No. KS -Q-22-135 

e)  EMC Insurance clai m 

f) Kansas Housing  Resources C orp Payment Remittance  

g)  Thank you letter from Els more Community Rur ita n Club   

h)  Thank you letter f rom Bible sta Co mmittee  

i) CTD10 May 2023 minutes  

j) June 2023 Solid  Waste Fina nc ial statem ent  

k) June 202 3 mont hly reports for Appraiser õs office, Attorney õs office, 

Clerkõs office, District Cou rt, Public Work õs offic e, Register of Deed sõ 

office, Treasurer õs office  

l) June 2023 Fund Status Report   

 

Commissioners appr oved the fol lowing d oc ume nts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers $591,885.76 & $70,398.34 

b)  Payroll ð Enrollment form for Cody Craft  

c)  Payroll ð Change forms for Jason G arber, Kelsey Lampe, Hailey Willis  

d)  Payroll ð Meal reimburs ement  for Jason Trego & Haz -Mat 

reimbursement for Jeremy Hopkins  

e)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #34   

f) Abat ements ð RE, Value 85 ,884, $20,041.04, Year 2022  

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Comm issioner Symes mo ved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Da niels seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 11:08 a .m. until Tuesday , July 18, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patte rson, County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                         July 18 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Syme s, and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffit h, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , Robert Johnson , County Counselor , 

Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Crystal Richey, Allen  County employee,  Jason 

Trego, Emergency Manager, Chelsie  Angleton, 911 Communications Di rector, Lisse 

Rege hr, Thrive All en County, Jared Larkey, Farm City Days Committee, Vicki Moss, Iol a  

Register representative , Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the July 11, 2023 meeting . 

 



 
Cha irman Lee wan ted to express his thanks for all of the work done in the aftermath of 

the storm that cam e on Friday.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . There was none.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency M anager, repo rted on the storm that rolled through on Friday. 

He called C ha irman Lee on Friday evening for a verbal disaster declaration. He i s asking 

for a n official Resolution and proclamation declaring disaster status ; Resolution #202306  

Proclamation of  a State of Local D isaster Emergency for Allen Cou nty, Kansas . 

 
Discussion  followe d.  Commissioner Symes m oved to approve the Resolution # 202306 

Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for Allen County, Kansas . 

Commissioner Daniels seconded; mot ion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, reported  that h e ope ned the land fill for limb s on 

Sunday.  

 

Mitch reported the sealing i s done at the taxiway . Once it gets inspected  then it will be 

able to be painted.  

 

Mitch stat ed that there are no  grants ava ilable to help with the bur ying of the e lectric 

poles ; so that will be at county expense.  

 

Mitch reported there was some minor dama ge to the h angar door s from the stor m, and 

he has turned it in to insurance . Also, the new fen cing at the landfi ll tipped over but it did 

not do any damage to it.  

 

Mitch present ed bid s for a new hydro  seeder.  He sent out for 3 bids but only received  

one ba ck  from Multi Machine Inc out of Asbury, NJ . The company sen t a quote for a new 

Panther T12 Hydro Seeder , 1500-gallon  tank, self -driven for $445,000.00. They also quoted 

for  a used 2 021 Panther T12 Hydro Seeder with 1500 hours on it  for $304,500.00. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Cor ey Isbell , Iola Fire Chief , and Michael Burnett, EMS Director , joined the meeting.  

 



 
Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported his crews were out un til 9:30 or 10:00 p.m.  

on Friday  trying to get all the paved roads cleared. They were back out fro m 7:00 a.m. ð 

4:00 p.m. on Saturday getting th e rest of the roads clear ed as best they could. They did 

not touch the limbs that were on the power lines.  

 

Ma rk report ed he will not b e here for th e August 1, 2023 meeting.  

 

Jared Larkey, F arm City Days Committee, would like to request $2500 for  donation 

towar ds Farm City Days. He would  also like to request use of the Courthouse Lawn. Farm 

City Days is scheduled for Octo ber 19,  20, 21, & 22, 2023. They are  plan ning  to have the 

pa rade,  vendor s, car show, bounce houses  and the c arnival . The county contri buted 

$1500 last year. Commissioner Sy mes moved to  approve use of the courthouse  lawn and 

donation of $1500 for Farm City Days. Commissioner Danie ls seconded ; motion pas sed 3-

0-0. 

 

Micha el Burne tt, EMS Director, wanted to report that in the future the re will be s everal 

piece s of equipment that will be nee ding to  be replaced ; cots, monitors, the 2006 

Expedition, and ambulance . Some of the cots are 13 years old  and the life span  for those 

are typic ally 7 -8 years. Power cots cost anywhere $20,000 -$40,000 depend ing on the 

options chosen.  He would like to re pla ce one cot and one mo nitor in the near future. 

They will also be needing  a new ambula nce and a ne w EMS veh icle. The Expedition now 

is a 2006 with 189,000 miles. They use this to go assist in Humboldt and Moran on calls. 

Discussion followed. The commission requested a more comprehensive list of equipment 

that  will be needing re place d.  

 

Commissioner Dani els reported o n a compla int about no ambulance  in Humboldt last 

week.  Corey Isbell stated he will look i nto it.  

 

Commission er Dani els has been asked by sever al indiv iduals about mitigation on the 

incident  discussed early this yea r. Michael and Corey both stated th at is being work ed 

on .  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County, stated she would like to look into if there are grants for 

equip ment fo r EMS. That may be  an option to help replace the needed e quipment.   

 

Lisse thanked the com missioners for bein g at the ceremonial bill signing  to officially 

design ate Le high Portland the newest State Park.  

 

Lisse is asking for permission to se t up an account for $5,000 for fuel from the Publi c Works  

fuel system. This would  be for them to be abl e to b uy fuel to mow . The state park will 

include the trails ; however , during the transition  Thrive will continue to maintain the trai ls. 

The commission gave the okay fo r the public wo rks department to set up an accoun t for 

Thrive to purchase fuel.  

 

Lisse also requested for the commissioners to cons ider giving T hrive a set pe rcentage of a 

mill, instead of a fixed dollar amount for their disbursements.  

 

Lisse introduced the idea of set ting up a sp ecific fund to budget  in mon ies to put toward 

economic de velopment projects. For exa mple, incentives to help attract new industries 

to the airport ind ustrial park. Could this be done instead of asking for monies out of the 

general fund. Discuss ion followed.   

 

Lisse reminded  that the Thrive Allen County nominations  are  due by  August 7, 2023. The 

cate gor ies inclu de h eath, rec reation,  edu cation , econ omic  dev elopment , unsung her o, 

Donn a Talkington  award , and t he  lifetime achievement  award . You can n ominate a 

person o r organization . Once all nominations are in , the  Thrive board meet s in August  

and  will review all nomi nations , vote on 3 nomin ees in each cate gor y, and the n the  



 
winner. The nominees and winners will be celebrated at Thriveõs Annual Banque t held of 

Friday , November 17, 2023 .  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communicati on s Director, reported on call v olume s during and 

after the s to rm. For the three days prior to the s torm, the total call volume was 448. Total 

call v olume for Friday , July 14, 2023 was  857, Saturday, J uly 25, 2023 was  728, and 

Sunday , July 16, 2023 was 253 . Chelsie reported Chairman Lee had stopped by briefl y, 

and  all  consoles  were occupied, Chelsie  was fielding  call s in her office, and Jason  was in  

emergency operations c enter handlin g the calls between agencies. The numbers 

presented by Chelsie were just p hone call, it did not include all of the radio traffic they 

had to keep up with as well. Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson , County Counselor, reported on the court expansion projec t m eeting 

that was held yesterday. The plan is to have the bond issue on  the November  2023 ballot.  

Origi nal plans have been altered to take away  the elevators and tu nnel , resulting in a 

cost savings  compared to the original plan . Crossland will take v ideog rap hy of 

testimonies o n why this is needed.  The next  meeting will be hel d on August 14, 2023.  

Discussion followed.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:40 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Lisse Rege hr, Thrive Allen County, and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Couns elor.  Com missioners reconvened at 9:50 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:53 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mitc h Garn er, Public Works D irector, and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners reconvened at 10:03 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Co mm ission er Symes move d t o go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner  Daniels  second ed ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:05 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , and Robert Johnson 

II, Allen County Coun selor.  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:15 a.m .  No a ct ion  ta ken . 

 

Shanno n Patterson, Allen County Clerk, presented a request from  Car a Walden .  

Cara & Bill Walden along with Gabe and M yra Gleason would like to request use of the 

courthouse lawn to h old a m ovie night. T he plan is to hold t he first one to coincide with 

the A ugust side walk sales. They would  like to bring in food trucks to be set on Jefferson 

Street . Commissioner Symes move d to approve this request  with the understanding that 

they will communic ate  with Ron Holman  for location. Commissioner Danie ls seconded;  

motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Mark is thro wing out the idea  that  the shop would be pri me location for th e state to buy 

because  of the trails and lak e. Doing so would allow to build new shop a s well. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Commissioners review ed the following documents:  

a)  Business Forum invitation from Southe ast Kansas Inc  

b)  United States Bankrup tcy Court papers for Endo Internation al  

c)  EMC Claim info rmation  

d)  June 2023 f inancial reports for Hospital Board f rom Larry  Peterson  

e)  June monthly report for Noxious Weed,  corrected  Attor neys office  

 

Comm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $264,035.03 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð # 35 & 36 



 
c)  Payroll  ð Enrollment form for William Todd  

d)  Payroll ð Change  forms for Darcy Burto n, Kayla Garber  

  

With no further business to co me  before  the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjourned  

at 10:21 a .m.  unt il Thursday , July 20, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruc e Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County Cler k             Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                        July 20 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in a special  session at 8:30 a.m. wit h 

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Sym es, and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk .  

 

Mar k Griffith, Roa d & Bridge Director,  Mitchell Garner, Pu blic Works Director,  Terry Call, 

Zoning Administrator , Bryan Murphy, Allen Co unty Sheriff. Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  

employee , Crystal Richey , Allen County employee,  Rodney Burns, Auditor,  was p resent to 

observe th e meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Rodn ey Burns presented the commission with dra fts #1 & 2 of the Allen County budget. 

Changes  for draft #2 consists of some questions  that  had not gotten answered as of  draft 

#1. Discussion followed on cuts and needs.  

 

Social Security COLA is looking at 3% for increase so how would that effect the bud get?  

 

Discussion was ha d on the decreas ing amount of inmate hous ing  from  out of county 

jurisdictions.  

 

Darolyn  òCrickett ó Mal ey, Allen Cou nty Treasurer , joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to recess for 10 minute s. Commissioner Dan iels second ed ; 

motion passes 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioners continued to work on the 2024 p roposed budget.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved approve  2024 budget  for pu blication . Commiss ioner  

seconded  Dani els; motion passed 3 -0-0. August 22 at 9:00 a .m. budget  hearing.  

 

With no further business to co me b efore the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjo urn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 10:13 a .m. unt il Tuesday , July 25, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        



 
Shannon P at terson, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                       July 25 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner , and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick  Aiello, Allen County  emp loyee , Crystal Richey, Allen County 

employee,  Vicki  Moss, Iola Register  Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County 

Cou nselor, Corey Schinstock, City  of Iola, Matt Rehder, City of Io la, Lisse Regehr, Thrive 

Allen County,  Jay Weselo h, Prairieland Pa rtners, and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to 

observe the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the gro up  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the  minut es of  the regu lar meetin g on  July 18 & 20 , 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment .  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported Caleb checked the taxiway, they are 

going to need t o put ano the r layer of sealant on it before it can be strip ed. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mitch reported  on Sunday the B25 bombers flew in, and they will be back thi s Sunday  

depending on the w eather. Discussion followed.  

 

Co mmissioner Lee as ked abo ut the damag e to the hangar doors.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch re-presente d the bids on the Hy dro  Seeder . The frame on the used model do es not 

have a warranty, but the engine i s still covered until April 202 4. Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Symes moved approve the  purchase of the used 2021Panther T12 Hydro 

Seeder  for $304,500. Commissioner Danie ls seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

The commissioners would like for Mitch to look at  selling our used Hydro  Seeder.  

 

Chairman Lee asked Mitch about the l ast of the barrier fences . Mitch stated he is cross 

training some e mployees an d  have not had them putting the fences together because  

of this. They will be assembled  and put in place s hortly.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director,  rep orted where all they  are helpin g with l imb 

pickup . Discussion followed.  

 

Mark reported that  the o verlay projects for Country Club Heights an d section of 1400 

from Alabama to Connecticut is scheduled  to b eg in the middle of August.  

 

Mark stated o ne of our older mower s needs a  new bo x to run the  electrical . This mower is 

old  enough  that Case stated they  cannot get the part that is needed.  Discussion 

fol lowed. Mark will put together a li st of our equipment t hat they are not making parts for 

anymore.  

 

Matt Reh der, City of Iola, wanted to thank the  commission  for reaching out and offering 

help after the s torm.  

 

Matt reported  that Sarah Hu skey is asking for her 105 acres of land to be annexed  into 

the City. The re is a three -step process  needed to get  this done.  The city passed the  



 
resolution  at last  nightõs meeting . The Commission  now needs to approve the r equest ; 

then the city will pass an ordi na nce  to annex the property . This land will be for the 

Prairieland  development. Robe rt Johnson has review ed and he rec ommends approval. 

Jay  Weseloh from Prair ieland  Partners states 25 acres of the 105 being annexed wi ll be for 

their development. Commissioner Sy me s moved to approve the request to annex 105 

acres. Commission er Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Chairman Lee asked Jay when  they think we will  see the development begin. He stated 

the end of August.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into execu tive session for 10 minutes  for Attorney 

Client . Commissioner  Dani els secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 8:55 a .m.   

Those pr esen t will be Commi ssioners  and  Robe rt E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counse lor.  

Com missioners reconvened at 9:05 a.m.  No action  taken . 

 

Chairman Lee reported on the meeting hel d last Thursday that w as he ld to work the 

budget. The prop osed budget being pub lished has a mill levy decrease of  about  .5 mills. 

The RNR hearing and budget hearing will be hel d August 22, 202 3 at 9:00 a.m.  

 

Mitch stated that  at the A ugust 8 commission meeting, Jared  with  Schwa b-Eaton will be 

present . He will come in  with Mitch and u pdate on the  landfi llõs new cell pr oject.  

 

Paul Zirjacks voiced his concern s on the recycli ng efforts . Discussion followed.  

 

Co mmissioner s review ed the following documents:  

a)  Kansas Publ ic Notice No KS -Q-22-142 (2) 

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing docu men ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $182,382.47  

b)  Clerkõs Journal Entry #37  

c)  Payroll ð Enrollment forms for Levi Lamp e and Zachar Wilhite  

d)  Payroll ð Change forms for Dinah Glaze  

 

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Co mmissioner Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed a t 9:18 a.m . until Tuesday, August 1 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs Room 

of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County  Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner   

 

IOLA, KANSAS                     OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                     August 1, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Co mmissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mitchell Garner, Public 

Works Director,  Jason Trego, Emergency Manager,  Terry Call, Zoning administrator,  Rick 

Aiello,  employee, Crystal Richey , employee,  Deb bie Bearden, Farmer õs Market, Sha ne 

Lamb, FMS North America Tires,  and  Paul  Zirjacks, citizen,  was  present to  observe the 

meeting.   

 



 
Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegia nc e. 

 

Com missioners app roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng s on July 25, 2023. 

 

Cha irman  Lee wanted to thank all those involved with putting on the successful  2023 fair.  

 

Chair man Lee asked for pub lic comment. Shane Lamb, FMS North America Tire s, is 

p resent to dis cuss the tir es being brought in by them to the landfill. There is a concern 

about some of the tires not òoriginating ó from Allen Cou nty. If tires are brought in from 

Allen County the price is $5.50 per ton, or the cost would be $1 30.00 per ton  for tires 

broug ht in from out of county.  Most of  the tires collected ar e from farms  and there are 

some local  tires shop s / dealerships that call fo r pickup.  Discussion followed.   

 

Jami Clark, Allen Co unty Appr aiser, joined the me eting.  

 

Terry Call, Zoning administrat or, reported that he has been r eaching out to am bulance 

suppliers and is finding that Type 1 a mbulances are about 2 -3 year out. If order ed now it 

would not be ready until 2026. Type 2, or transfer units , would possibly be a vailable 

September 2024. Discussion followed.  

 

Jason Trego,  Emerge ncy Manager,  reported th e storm that c ame through on Sunday 

evening  was not as bad as they were calling for.  

 

Jason also ad vised tha t Allen County will b e in an excessive heat advisor y until Thursday.  

 

Debb ie Bearden, Farmer õs Market, requested from the commissioners to continu e to be 

the  fiducia ry agent for their grants . The commissioners have agreed to continue as 

fiducia ry agent .  

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works Director, reported on the fire at the land fill Friday. Moran 

rural fire, LaHarpe rural fire, and Allen County rural fire all responded . Holcomb also 

helped with  use of the do zer and water truck. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch reported Purple Wave c ame to look at the old Hydro See der ; it was quoted to 

bring  $3500 to $4500. Discussion fol lowed.  

 

Mitch stated the new  Hydro Seeder is scheduled to be here August 9 possibl y  

 

Mitch reported all the barrier fencing is put in place.  

 

Commissioner Symes as ked Mitch a bout mixing the shredded tires with the dir t to cover. 

Mitch stated the reason he does not do this is because  of th e risk of fire.  Having tires 

mixed with the dirt c ould cause the fire to burn hotter and be more difficu lt to  put out.  

Discussion followed.  

 

Robert Johnson, County Counselor, aske d Shane Lamb i f he would be able to identi fy 

what tonnage is being brought  in from other counties.  Shane stated they have  to track 

such for KDHE so it would be poss ible. Discussion fol lowed.  

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 min utes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:23 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, and  Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:33 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go  back  into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:35 a.m.  

Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mitch Garner, Publ ic Works Director, and Robert 



 
Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:40 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Dennis Wall, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go i nto  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r non -Elected  

personnel . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:44 

a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:54 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go  back  into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r non -

Elected  personnel . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 

9:56 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrato r, and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onve ned at 10:01 a.m .  No  

act ion  ta ken . 

 

Dennis Wall, citizen, came to  ask if anything has been done about his wa lnut tree. Mitch 

stated he provi ded info rmation to the insur ance company  that they requested. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Shane Lamb asked if anyt hing h as been decided on him bringing tires to the landfill. 

Commissioner Dani els stated th at they asked Mitch to d o some more research into 

pricing from other land fills. Commissioners said he co uld offload what he has currentl y. 

Shane stated he could divert the  next few weeks to Chanute .  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  July monthly report for Attorney õs office  

b)  KWORCC inspection report  

c)  Added  ð TR, value 1713, $249.18, year 2022 

d)  Escape ð TR, value  2015, $287.36, year 2021  

 

Commissioners appr oved  the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers - $596,501.06 

b)  Payroll ð Enrollment f orms for Cole Hanson, Dallas Merritt  

c)  Payroll ð Chang e form for Cody Cr aft  

d)  Payroll ð Mileage reimbursement  for Bruc e Symes 

e)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð  

f) Abat ements ð RE, value 12,98 1. $ 3,019.82, year 2022  

   RE, value 21,595, $4,340.06, year 2021  

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner Symes mo ved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Dani els second ed ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:10 a .m. until Tuesday , August 8 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembly  Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                      August 8 , 2023 

 



 
The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , Robert Johnson , County Counselor , 

Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  emp loyee , Vicki Moss, Iol a  Registe r representative , Jared 

Brooks, Schwab Eaton , Matt Korte, Humboldt Cham ber of Commerce,  Justin Tucker, 

Humboldt Cham ber of Commerce,  Paul  Zirjacks, c itizen, was  p resent to observe the  

meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pl edge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the August 1 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . There was  none.  

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, pre sented bids for a GEM50 00 Porta ble Gas 

Extraction  Monitor . These are use d to take monthly  read ings the  gas  in the wells at the 

land fill, to be reported to Schwab E a ton and then on to Kansas Department of Heath 

and Environment (KDHE) . QED quoted a pr ice of $14,675.00 and  Pine quoted a price of 

$14,970.00 Commissioner Symes move d to approve the purchase from QED for 

$14,675.00. Commissioner Daniels seconded ; mo tion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Mitch reported the Hydro Seeder is ready , will be de livered Mo nday  with a traine r 

coming as well.  

 

Mitch reported the dozer has an oil leak . Berry is coming to look at it.  

 

Jarred  Brooks, Schwab Eaton, re ported on the progr ess of the new landfill  cell. They have 

received contract pay application #4 ; representing 20% complet ion. They are currently 

1-2 month s behind  the initial schedule, mo bilized a littl e later than anticipated. Working 

on the earth work right now. Contract is 365 calendar day s-until end of March 2024. KDH 

requ ires a 3rd party for construction quality assurance inspect or. Schwab Ea ton  is that 3 rd 

party f or this p roject. Currentl y c ell 2 is being con structed and the  county  is permitted to 

have 4 cells.  One thing to watch for is that we are s tarting to run low on  suitable soil to 

use for  the clay liner. This cell should l ast 10-15 years. Might need to look at  tracts to get 

soil from when work ing on cell 3  & 4.  

 

Jared also stated that the w aste tire and  rubber disposal area is reaching the h eight 

limitation . Tire deposit sites  are not requ ired to  be on a certain type of li ner as with the 

MSW landfill permits.  He woul d sugge st keeping  the tires separate as th ere are  additions 

hazards should they catch on fire . Commissioners asked w hat is th e mi nimum 

requirements in order to put a new dispo sal area for ti res. Landfill fires a re becoming 

more common and problematic. Each fire requires notification  to KDHE. They are 

becoming more common due to lithium -ion  batteries which are common in todays 

electronic s. Discussion followed.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported they are almost completed  on brush 

cle anup. Hoping to get back to chip  sealing next week. Discussion followed.  

 

Mark stated the Mower Max should be her e in the next few weeks.  

 

Matt Kor te , Humboldt Chamber of Commerce, introduce Justin  Tucker as a new board 

me mber. The organization is evolving as dev elopment c ontinues within Humbo ldt.  They 

hired a part time d irector last year, as organizati on is volunteer based.  They are going to 

show a deficit  of around $5,000  in their bu dget with the addition of the director.  They 

have the funds to sustain for right now but would like to s ee the budget back in the 



 
black.  Would commission be willing to exten d support in an economic developmen t 

capacity ? Discussion followed.  The commission ers would like to think on this a litt le more.  

 

Co mm issioner Dan iels move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r non -elected 

person nel . Co mmissioner Syme s seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:15 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith,  Road & Bridge Direc tor, and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners reconvened at 9:20 a.m .  No  

act ion  ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:20 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:30 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Mitch reported that th e QED quote has been updat ed with a lesser price. The price is 

now $ 13,207.50.   

 

Terry Call reported he is still researching the Typ e 2 amb ulances and  ta lking to agencies 

that have them.  

 

Commissioners asked J ared to get more information  on what it would take to propose  a 

new sit e for tire disposal. Discussion followe d.  

 

Commissioners re viewed the following documents:  

a)  2023 City of Iola Pay Scale  

b)  July 2023 Solid Waste Financials  

c)  July 2023 financials for Hospital Board  

d)  July 2023 monthly report for District Cou rt, Sheriffõs office, R egi ster of 

Deeds office, Treasurer õs office, Public Works office, Appr aiserõs office, 

County Clerk õs offic e 

e)  May 2 023 monthly report for Sheriff õs office  

f) June 2023 monthly report for Sheriff õs office  

g)  Noxious Wee d corrected mont hly reports for Apri l 2023, May 2023 , 

June 2023  

h)  July 2023 Fund Status Report  

Comm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $334,110.35 & special payout 8/7/23 -$101,398.86 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  38 & 39 

c)  Payroll  ð Enrollment form for William  (Bill) Wilson 

d)  Payroll ð Change forms for Rusty Jones, Lev i Seilonen, Rikki Witchley  

e)  Payroll ð Cell reimbur sement for Bill Wilson  

f) Payroll ð June pro cess servers for Brenda Beth, Steve Wo mack, Daren 

Kellerman, Wayne Carson  

g)  Payroll ð July process servers for Brenda Beth, Haley Donovan, Daren 

Kellerman, Steve Womack  

  

With no further business to co me b efore  the bo ard, Commissioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 9:46 a .m. unt il Thursday , August 15 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourth ouse.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissione r  

 



 
 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                     August 15 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner , and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Crystal Richey, Allen County em ployee,  Vicki  Moss, Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County C ou nselor, Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen  

County,  Michael  Burnett, EMS Director,  Shane Lamb, FMS North America Tires,  and  Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment . Lisse Regehr,  Thrive Allen County, reported 

they will be hosting the Elsmore c ommunity conversation  at 7 pm this evening  at t he 

United Methodist Church  in Elsmore.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported that the  Hydro  Seeder was delivered 

yesterday and  they received the training.  

 

Mitch pre sented  updated information regardi ng pricing for tire disposal from additional  

counties.  

 

Mitch reported his  two season al  em ployee s in noxious weed will be  leaving at  the end of 

August and he has someone  else to be available to se ll chemicals through Septem ber.   

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridg e Director,  asked when the new fuel ta nks arrive can he do a 

year contra ct ins tead of bi dding out every  time we need fuel. Discussion followed  on the 

benefit  of a contr act .    

 

Mark reported that road and brid ge share a truck with  noxious weed . He is asking if he 

can look at the price of purchasing a new one for road and bridg e. The current truck is a 

du al ly. During the summer th e truck is used fo r noxious weed. And  then when spraying is 

done the equipment attached is swapped out an d they put the plo w a nd salter on and 

is used for snow removal . Discussion followed.  

 

Mark report ed the MowerM ax will be here Thursday  or Friday.  The trainer should be h ere 

next week to begin trai ning.   

 

Michael  Burnett, EMS Director, reported that the tra nsits do not really fit into Allen 

County õs operations. We put about 150 ,000 miles on an ambulanc e a year just on 

transfers alone. One option he has looked  into a nd pric ed is remounting the bodies onto 

new chassis. The queue for this would be about 2 years  and they would have our 

ambulance for roughly 3 months. The cost of re mounting  is estimated to  be $200,000 - 

$250,000. A new ambulance is running roughly $ 300,000 to $350,000.  Chairman Lee  

suggested going ahead and putting our name in the queue  and continuing to look into 

options. Discussion followed.  

 

Jason Trego, Allen Co unty Emergency Manager, j oined the meeting.  

 

Patty Sanborn, SEK Inc, joined the me eting.  

 

 



 
Patt y Sanborn, SEK Inc, introduced herself and  gave a little bit  of background o n SEK Inc. 

They have  started a housing co alition. She reported  on a conference being held 

November 14 & 15, 2023 in Indepen dence , KS. She is asking that the county send a 

represent ative to this meeting. Discussion followed.  

 

Jason Trego,  Emergency Manager, reported on a c onf erence call with K ansas Division of 

Emergency Management (KDEM) . They are currently vali dating the submissions of 

damages from the  storm on July 1 4, 2023. There are certain thresholds the counties have 

to meet as well as the State for  federal  funding to be available . Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch reported that the truck used by noxious weed is  a 2013 and  has 78,000 miles.  

 

Com missioners revisited  the informatio n provi ded by other counties on tire disposal. Mitch 

reported that he and Jared are still working on the permit and new tire sit e. Commis sion 

Symes stated that he  would like to tighten u p t he po licy on the charges for tires. 

Discussion followed . Chairman Lee  asked if Mitch could get policies from the counties he 

has reached out to.  

 

Commissioners asked about a  new site for the lit hium battery items . Mitch stated he is 

checkin g on the per mitting  to have a dedicated site  or container.  

 

Co mmissioner s review ed the following documents:  

a)  July 2023 monthly report for Noxious Weed  

b)  May, June , and J uly 2023 financial reports for Allen County Fair Board  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $54,579.95  

b)  Pay roll ð Mileage rei mbu rsement for Ke vin Turner 

c)  Payroll ð Cell  reimbursement for Brian Rutherford  

d)  Payroll ð Vacation carryover for DeWayne Z immerman, 52 hours and 

Jere my Hop kins, 56.25 hours.  

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the board, Com missioner Daniels  moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Symes sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 9:16 a.m . until Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs Room 

of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Le e, Chairperson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssione r  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    August 22, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director,  Jami Cla rk, Allen County 

Appraiser,  Rick Aiello,  employee,  and  Paul  Zirjacks, ci tizen, was present to  observe the 

meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 



 
 

Com missioners ap p roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng s on August 8 and August 

15, 2023. 

 

Chair man Lee asked for public comment . Paul Zirjacks, citizen , wanted to say that the 

incident that happe ned in Marion  County just goes to show how important local 

news papers are .  

 

Mitchell  Garner, Public Works  Director, reported the dozer  will be h ere next week ; which 

is earlier than ex pected. The dozer currently at landfill is being traded in.  

 

Mitch stated the new hydro seeder is working well . The employees at the landfill really 

appre ciate being ab le to get the new one. Discussion followed.   

 

Mitch reported that he and R obert Po ydack will be attending the Four  State Ai rport 

Conference  in Kansas City on Wednesda y, Thursday , and Friday   

 

Mitch repor ted he has been contacting those that dispose of tires at the landfill and filled 

them in on the  changes to the policy. Discuss ion followed.  

 

Mitch state d  he is waiti ng  on permit ting to have a sepa rate site for electronic disposal.  

This would be to keep the lithium batteries separate. Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes brought up a d iscussion on coming  up with maximum limit in 

tonnage  for ti res allowed to be disp osed of at the landfill.  The initial  thought  is to limit to 

20-25 tons. He suggested mak ing  a second tier should someone bring in mor e than the 

allowance . Discussion followed.   

 

Mitch  reported that he spoke with  our insurance  and they can õt do a claim for  the tree 

because in county õs right of way. Discussion followed.  

 

Dick Works  and Randy Misenhelter , citizen s, joined the meeting.  

 

Mark Griffith,  Road & Brid ge Director,  reported the  MowerMax is in and the ge ntleman 

should be here today to do the trainin g.  

 

Mark reported two mowers h ad been down and one is back in service today .   

 

Mark reported the distributor truck is down but th e part should be in today . 

 

Chairman Lee was asked by  a citizen  on 2000 th Rd if i t was on the list for mai ntenance 

now that t he EPA work is done. Discussion followed . 

 

Mark reported that the section of the old highway  from Alabama to Connecticut  is on 

hold . It was not a part of the initi al list with  KDOT. Discussion followed.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Non -ele cted 

person nel . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 8:53 

a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Shannon Patt erson, Alle n C ounty Clerk, 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County P ubl ic Works Director, and  Robert Johnson II , Allen County 

Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 8:58 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Ray Maloney , Steve  Green, Eugene Weatherbie, E ric Maxwell, citizens, joined the 

me eting.  

 

Cha irman Lee opened the county õs Revenu e Neu tral Rate (RNR)  Hea ring at 9:00 a.m.  

Discussion with citizens voic ing their concer ns followed. C ommissioners took a roll call 

vote for exceeding  the  county õs RNR. 



 

Yes No No Vote
X

X

X

3

Roll Call Vote

A Roll Call Vote of the Allen County Commissioners To Levy a 

Hearing to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate held on August 22, 2023

Resolution No. 202307

Governing Body Member
David Lee, Chairman

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner

Bruce Symes, Commissioner

TOTAL

  
 

Commissioners review ed  Resolution  202307. 

 
Commissioner Dan iels moved to approve Resolution 202307 A Resolu tion of Allen County , 

Kansas, to Le vy a Property Tax  Ra te Exceeding the Revenue Ne utral Rate. Commission er 

Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners took a rol l call vote to exceed the re venue neutral rate for Allen County 

Rural Fire District #2.   

Yes No No Vote
X

X

X

3

Roll Call Vote

A Roll Call Vote of the Allen County Commissioners To Levy a 

Hearing to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate held on August 22, 2023

Resolution No. 202308

Governing Body Member
David Lee, Chairman

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner

Bruce Symes, Commissioner

TOTAL

 
 

Commissioners review ed Resolution 20230 8. 



 

 
Commissioner  Dani els moved to approve Resolutio n 202308 A Resolution of Allen County 

Kanas Rural Fire District #2 to Levy a Property T ax Ra te Exceeding the Rev enue N eu tral 

Rate. Commiss ioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissio ners took a ro ll call vote to excee d to revenue n eutral rate for Allen  County 

Rural Fire District #3.  

Yes No No Vote
X

X

X

3

Roll Call Vote

A Roll Call Vote of the Allen County Commissioners To Levy a 

Hearing to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate held on August 22, 2023

Resolution No. 202309

Governing Body Member
David Lee, Chairman

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner

Bruce Symes, Commissioner

TOTAL

 
 

Commissioner s review ed Resolution 202309.  



 

 
Com missioner Daniels  moved to approve Resol ution 202309 A Resolution of  Allen Co unty 

Kansas Rural Fire District #4 to L evy a Property Tax Rate Exceeding the Revenue Neutral 

Rate. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion p assed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioners took a roll cal l vote  to exceed the revenue neu tral rate for Allen County 

Sewer Distric t #1.  

Yes No No Vote
X

X

X

3

Roll Call Vote

A Roll Call Vote of the Allen County Commissioners To Levy a 

Hearing to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate held on August 22, 2023

Resolution No. 202310

Governing Body Member
David Lee, Chairman

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner

Bruce Symes, Commissioner

TOTAL

 
 

Commissioner s review ed Resolution 202310.  



 

 
Commissioner Dani els moved to approve Resolution 202310 A Resolution of Alle n County 

Kansas Sewer District #1 to Levy a Property Tax Exceeding the Revenue N eutral R a te.  

Commissioner Symes seconded; m ot ion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to end the RNR hearing and open the budget hearing. 

Commissioner D aniels seconded; moti on passed 3 -0-0. Chairman Lee the ope ned the  

budget h earing at 10:20 a.m. Commissioner Dan iels mo ved to app rove the propo sed 

2024 budget. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to close the budget hearing. Commissioner Dani els 

seconded; motion passe d 3 -0-0. 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Trade Secre ts. 

Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion pa ssed 3-0-0.  The time is now 10:29 a.m.  Those  

prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Joh nson II, Allen County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:39 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Commissioner Daniels asked M ark what the p lans will be for  the old  highway from 

Connecticut  south. He would also like the listing from  KDOT.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Resolution for consi deration for adding special quest ion to Novembe r 

election  

b)  CTD 10 minutes  from May 1 7, 2023 meet ing  

 

Commissioners app roved the fol lowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers $34,129.14 

b)  Payroll ð Enrollment for An ge la Pruitt  

c)  Payro ll ð Changes for Angela Tatman, Bri an Thompso n 

d)  Payro ll ð Mileage reimburs ement for Terry Call  

e)  Clerkõs Journ al Ent ries ð #40   

 

  



 
With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner  Symes mo ved to 

adjou rn, Commissio ne r Dani els seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:41 a .m. until Tuesday , August 29, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assembl y Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Dav id E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                    August 29, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissione r Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director,  

Robert Johnson , County Counselor , Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Bryan Murphy, 

Allen County Sher iff, Lisse Regehr, Thrive All en County, Jeff Keithly , Thrive Allen County,  

Vicki Moss, Iol a  Registe r representative , Paul Zirjacks, c itizen, was  p resent to observe the  

meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the August 22, 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . There was  none.  

 

Ron Holman,  House & Grounds Director, reported he had Thrasher Foundation had come 

to look at the foundation of the courthouse. There has been some water damage 

noticed recently. Commissioner Dan iels asked if anyone else would be willing to bid on 

this. Co mmissioner Symes contin ental res toration . Commissioners gave the okay to get 

more b ids for this project.  

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, presented the new  proposed  pricing for  tire disposal 

at the land fill.  

 
Discussion followed.  

 



 
Mitch reported the new doze r was just delivered and th ey will take the older  one with 

them for the trade -in.  

 

Commissioner Dani els asked about a proposed tire d isposal site. Discussion followed .  

 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the proposed  rate s for tire disposa l at the 

lan dfill . Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  presented docume nts given by the engineer  for  

road rep airs that will be funded by KDOT. Cha irman Lee asked for a pr ioritized list in 

reference to these projec ts.  Discussion fol lowed.   

 

Commissioner Symes asked a bout the bridge at  Moran and Nebraska  road. Mark is 

talking with the en gineer about what the best co urse of action to repair thes e roads.  

 

Chairman Lee asked how the MowerMax was working ou t. Discussion followed.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County , reported on the communi ty discussion hel d in Elsmore. 

15 residents  turn ed up for this discussion.  Discussion followed on the topi cs brought up by 

the citizens . The top 3 needs were decided as Cit y Hall impro vemen ts, cell service issues, 

and volunteers for the food pant ry. The ne xt co mmunity conversation s will b e held 

September 19 at 6:00 p.m. in Savonburg  and Oct ober 17 at 6:00 p.m. in Mildred. 

Commissioner Dani els asked Lisse to  get some numbers on what a  HVAC system would 

cost for Elsmore City Hall.  

 

Jeff Keithly, Thrive All en  Co unty  Transportation Director , wants to start a conversation on 

merging the Allen County Service  to the Elderly Transportation prog ram with  their Allen 

Regional Tran sit (ART) program . He is proposing to take over our services. He reported  on 

info rmation regarding their program and  numbers of trips  and purposes . Commissioners 

asked fo r Shannon Patterson, County Clerk , to ge t the figures on what part of the Elderly 

Fund levy  is paid out  for the tra nsportation ; main tenance and wages. The commission  

a lso asked Jeff to  inquire as to what would happen if they took over , but then realized it 

wasnõt workin g out; how would County then take it back over. Discuss ion followed.    

 

Shannon Patterso n, Allen County Clerk, requested o n behalf of  City of Moran to appoint 

Ken McWhirter to the Moran Se nior Center  Board. Commissioner Dan iels moved to 

appoint Ken McWhirter t o the Moran Senior Center Board . Commissioner Symes 

seconded; motion pas sed 3-0-0.  

 

Shannon reported  on a reques t f rom Kelly Klubek to use the band stand on October 1 -8, 

2023 for a church revival. Discussion followed.  Commission er Symes moved to app rove 

the request to use the bandstand for a church revival from October 1 st to Oc tober 8th, 

2023. Commissioner Dani els seconded; motion passe d 3 -0-0.   

 

Shannon re quested to schedule flu shots for county employees on September 28, 20 23 

from 3:30 ð 5:00, given by the SEK Multi -County Health Department. Commissioners 

okayed.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client  Land Acquisition . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time 

is now 9:30 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  

County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:40 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go  back  into  executiv e session for 5 minute s for Att orney  

Client  Land Acquisition . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time 

is now 9:42 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  

County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:47 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 



 
Shannon presented Resolution  202311 A Resolution Authorizing and P roviding  for  the 

Calling of a Bond Election in Allen County , Kansas for the Purpos e of Submitting to the 

Qualified Electors of the C ounty the Question of Issuing General Obligat ion Bo nds of the 

County to Finance Improvements to the Allen County Courthouse;  and Providi ng for the 

Giving of Notice of Said Bond Electio n. Robert Johnson, County Cou nselor, explaine d the 

purpose o f this resolution .  Commissioner Sy mes moved to adopt Resolution 202311 A 

Resolution Authori zing and Providing for the Calling of a Bond  Election in  Allen County, 

Kansas for the Purpose of Submitt ing to the Qualified Electors of the County the Question 

of Issuing Gene ral Obli gation Bonds of the County to Finance Improvements to the Allen 

County Courthouse; and Providing for the Giving of N otice of Sai d Bond Election.  

Commissioner D ani els seconded ; motion pas sed 3-0-0.  

 

Comm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $41,987.45 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  41 

c)  Payroll  ð Mileage rei mbursement for Jerry D aniels   

  

With no further bu siness to co me b efore  the bo ard, Commissioner  Symes moved to 

adjourn, Commissioner  Dani els seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 9:52 a .m. unt il Tuesday September 5 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon  Patterson , County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               September 5, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and Jill 

Allen , Deput y Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Crystal Richey, Allen County em ploy ee,  Tim Stauffer , Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen Co unty C ou nselor, Jason Trego, Emergency  

Manager,  Terry Johnson, Donald Leapheart, Allen County employees  and Paul Zirjacks, 

citizen,  was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of  the regu lar m eetin g on  August 29, 2023. 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go  into execu tive session for 5 minutes  for attorney client 

privilege . Commissioner  Dani els secon ded ; moti on  passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 8:30 

a .m.  Those presen t will be Commi ssioners, Robert E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  Counse lor 

and Mitch Garner, Pu blic Works Director.   Com missioners reconvened at 8:35 a .m.  No 

action  taken . 

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy joined t he  meeting.   

 

Commissioner Daniels  moved to go  into execu tive session for 15 minutes  for atto rney 

client privilege . Commissioner  Symes secon d ed ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  The time is no w 

8:40 a .m.   Those presen t will be Commissioners, Robert  E. Johnson,  II, Allen County  



 
Counse lor and M ark Griffith,  Road & Bridge Director.   Com missioners reconvened at 8:55 

a .m.  No action  taken . 

    

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment .  There was none.  

 

Comm ission Daniels  took a moment to recognize  Wayne Faulkner, Woodson Co unty 

Commissioner .  He was a fatality  in a  vehicle accident over the week end.  

 

Donald  Leapheart , Services to the Elderly Van driver, j oined the commission  to share his 

thoughts on Thrive taking over the county transportation service.  He explained  how he 

ca me to be the driver for the Services to the Elderly Van .  He feels that this service is very 

special and the county does an excellent job providing such s ervice.  It is free t o those in 

Allen County age 55 and over.  Donald  stated that these peopl e really need the service  

as it is.  He is not sure what Thrive p lans to do with it, but he really woul d like to see the 

county continue to supply this transportation  service , as it is now.  Donald said thank you 

for the service, thank  you for allowing people to ri de for free.  If it changes in any way, it 

w ill affect those that ride .  Donald has been driving for three years.   

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive , joined the meeting .   

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported on the new dozer .  They have some 

more pictur es frame d and ready for the airport open ho use.  Chairman  Lee asked when  

would we get the most  people at an open house .  Mitch su ggested a Saturday.  He 

stated they are trying to get a permit to be able to put tire s on the ground at the land fill.  

They are  maybe just a week behind on the new cell at landfill.  They still need to get the 

liner down before winter.  Mit ch reported on landfill s taff.   

 

Mark Griffit h, Road & Br idg e Director, reported  on the ten -hour  days.  The mower max 

was discussed.  

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive, joined the commission  to talk about ARPA and Base  grant .  She 

hand ed out spread sheets.  Nothin g for ARPA has changed since she was la st at the 

mee ting in May.   The tower i s done.  Midwe st Engineering is ready to bid, as early  as 

today.  T he  bid packet has been approved.  They are doing extended  water service to  

the airport.   BG Consul tants are still pinning  down easements.  Bob Johnson, County 

Counselor is working with them.  The money must  be spent by June 2024, per the Base 

grant.  The pro ject may not be do ne, but that õs fine as long as the money is spent.   

 

Jason Trego, Alle n Co unty Emergency Manager, discussed  Emer gency Man agement  

performance grant, it re imb urses the county for a portion of his salary and benefits .  It 

depends how much F EMA gives the State of Kansas.  He needs Chair man  Leeõs signature  

on the  application .  He also needs his  signature  and County Clerk sig nature  on Title VI 

form.  Comm issioner Dan iels moved to approve Chairman Lee sign, Comm issioner Symes 

seconded, motion pa ssed 3-0-0.    

 

Jason  then talked about the Hazard Mitigation grant.  Th is is due to a fire in  Wa shington 

County.  Chairman Lee asked if communities  in the county a re aware of this. Jason 

stated he sent it to the entities that are eli gible.  Elsmore and Sa von burg chose not to 

participate .  In order to participate an entity mus t a ttend a meeting  and sign  a  paper 

adopting it as your local Hazard Mit igation plan .  Jason will submit a letter o f intent, 

eligibility is determined, then there is an applic ation  pro cess.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commissioner Lee shared an email from St Lukeõs Senior Life Solutions.   He read the email;  

they are asking permission  to  place ribbons  on the  lamp poles on either side of the 

Veteran õs Memorial  as well as a yard sign that sta tes òSuicide  Aware ness month ó.   There 

will be a walk as well a t the hos pital  on Septembe r 19.    Comm issioner Symes moved to 

approve the ribbons be placed, Commissio ne r Daniels seconded, motion passed 3 -0-0.   

 



 
Commissioners reviewe d the following documen ts: 

a)  Composition of Cash Balances & Inves tments 8/31/2023  

b)  Public Works Statement of Receipts , Disbursements & Balances Aug 202 3 

c)  Fee transaction summary by account number Aug 2023  

d)  KDWP Aug 2023  

 

Commissioners approved  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $1,101,337.91  

b)  Pay roll ð Change for Jake Bland, Jeanne Carson and Be thanie Yane ll & 

Enrollment for Colton Slocum  

c)  Clerkõs journal entr y #42  

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 9:42 a.m . unt il Tuesday, September 12, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairpe rson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Jill Allen, Deputy County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK             September 1 2, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Jill Allen, Deputy 

Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director , Bryan murphy , Allen County  

Sheriff, Rick Aiello,  employee,  and  Paul  Zirjacks, citize n, was present to  observe the 

meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegianc e. 

 

Com missioners ap p roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng  on September 5, 2023.  

 

Chair man Lee asked for public comment , there was none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public  Works Director, passed out the flyer for the airport open house on 

September 30 .    

 

He reported on the door damage at the airport.  He has bids for said rep air.  

Commissioner Daniels  moved to approve the bid from S&S Powerlift Hydraulic Doors, LLC              

for $113,574.68 to remove existing doors and install  new on es, also to include rental of 

equipment.    Commissioner  Symes seconded;  motion carried 3 -0-0. 

 

Mitch  talked about tires  at landfill .  They are stockpiling in plans for t he monofil .  

Discussion followed.   

 

Mark G riffith, Road & Bridge Director, reported on pain ters coming ne xt week for old 

highway  south of Humboldt.  This includes lines on side and passing.   

 



 
Mark stated the chipper w ent down, so he is borrowing one from Anderson County.  He 

stated n o more chip sealing until next year.  Petrolia  Road will be gravel th rough the 

win ter.   

 

Mark is headed to a conference tomorrow.  He will learn more  abo ut CDL  requir ements.   

 

Chairman Lee read a request from Dianne Kauth, Iola High School , to use bandstand on 

September 22 for the  Iola H igh School homecoming .  Commissioner s approved.   

 

Sheriff Murphy shared bid s for HVAC system at the jail.  Design Mechanical and CDL 

subm itte d bids.  It can be a tax -exempt  job , so the bid numbers will be  less due  to this.  

We will save around $8,000 using tax exempt status.  It is 32-week le ave time to get this 

project going.  Commissioner s will wait a week to make decisi on.   

 

Sheriff Murphy discussed re imburse ment money he receives for the Larn ed  list to be put 

into the jail board fund;  sheriff is reimbursed for days an inmate is waiting for an 

eva luation .  This could help  cover the jail HVAC expen se.     

 

Commissioner  Daniels  moved to go int o executive session for 10 minutes for  

attorney/client privilege , hospit al  litigation .  Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 8:59 a.m.   Those present will be Commissioners , Mark Grififth  

and Robert Johnso n II, Allen County Cou nselor, Commissioners reconven ed at  9:09 a.m.   

No action taken.  

 

Commiss ioner  Daniels  moved to go into executive session  for 10 minutes for  

attorney/client privilege , land acquisition .  Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.  The time is now 9:11 a.m.   Those present will be Commissioners  and Robert 

Johnson II, Allen  County Counselor, Commissioners reconven ed at  9:24 a.m.   No action 

taken.  

 

Commissioner Symes reminded all about the SEK Regional meeting at Chero kee County 

this Thursday.   

 

Mitch up dated commissioners  on the han gar doors , when installation will begin.     

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Noxious Weed Dept statement of Receipts , Disbursements & Balances Aug 

2023 

b)  Allen County Attorney monthly financial Aug 2023  

c)  CNB Solid  Waste accou nt info Aug 2023  

d)  Allen County Fund Status report Aug 2023  

e)  Appraiser õs monthly  money collected (cash) Aug 2023  

 

Commissioners appr oved the f ollowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers - $262,404.25  

b)  Payroll ð PR changes for T Buc k & D Heiman  

c)  Payro ll ð Mileage re imbursement for R Poydack  

d)  Payroll ð Enrollment for Robert  Long IV  

e)  Clerkõs Journal  Ent ries ð # 43  

 

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner  Symes mo ved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Dani els seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Me eting  was  adjou rned 

at 9:25 a .m. until Tuesday , September 19 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assemb ly Room of  the  

c ourthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 



 
David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Jill Allen, Deputy County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner 

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               September 1 9, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, and Shannon Patterson, Allen C ounty 

Clerk.  Commissioner B ruc e Symes was absent.  

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administ rator , Robe rt Johnson , County Counselor , 

Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  emp loyee , Terry Johnson,  Allen County e mployee,  Jessica 

Thomspon , Thrive  Allen County,  Vicki Moss, Iol a  Register representat ive , Carl Slaugh, 

citizen,  Paul  Zirjacks, c itizen, was  p resent to observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the  September 1 2, 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . Carl Slaugh , citizen,  presented information on 

the Allen Count y Veterans Committee õs efforts to display banners  with  p ictures of 

veter ans on the light  poles around the square. The banners will be approximately two 

feet by four feet. There will be a limit of 24 banners to be displayed.  

 

Jessica Thompson , Thrive Allen  County, re mind ing the  commi ssioners of  the  Savonburg 

community conversa tion . The conversation will take place at the communi ty building  in 

Savonburg.  

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, presented  bids for topcoat for the landfill.  The bids 

were for 880 bags of to pcoat.  The bids were received from L SC Environmental Product s 

for $20,515.00 and Profile Products for $23,400.80. Commissioner Danie ls moved to 

accept the bid from LSC Environmental Products for a total of $20,515.00. Chairm an Lee 

seconded; mot ion passe d 2-0-0.  

 

Mitch reported that the individuals fixin g the do ors at the airport were there taking 

me asurements.  

 

Mar k Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported he spoke with  Mr. OõMara about help ing  

dump rock with his dump truck. Discussion follo wed.   

 

Mar k stated Sheriff Murphy reached out to him and  offer ed  to sel l one of their trucks to 

the r oad  and bridge department.  This truck would be one that the  Sheriffõs office  could 

potentially trade in but Sheriff wanted to offer to Road  and Bri dge dep artment fir st. The 

price would be $9000.00.  

 

Commissioner Daniels asked  if we were still chip sealing in Humboldt. Mark stat ed yes, 

they are finishing up. Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioners discu ssed the bids they were prese nted last week for the new HV AC at 

the jail. The two bi ds received were from Design Mechanical , $106,133.00 and  CDL 

Elect ric Co., $151,702.75.00. Commissioner Daniels  moved to accept the bid  from De sign 

Mechani cal for $106,133.00.  Chairman Lee seconded; motion passed 2 -0-0. 

 

Chairman Lee move d t o go  into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  Clien t. 

Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  2-0-0.  The time is now 8:44 a.m.  Those  



 
prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, and Robert Johnson 

II, Allen  County Coun selor.  Com missioners rec onvened at 8:54 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Mark wanted to prov ide a litt le infor mation on why he is having to ask for assistance with 

dumping rock. He has discovere d that our dump trucks are no l onger road worthy . This is 

why he r each ed out to Mr . OõMara and is  working with him .  

 

Chairman Lee reported on some of his key take aways from the SE K Regional District 

Meeting that was held in Columbus KS last Th ursday. Cy ber -security analysis is becoming 

more d iscussed topic . He also disc ussed with  the surrounding counties the methods of 

funding EM S. One such way would be by a sales tax instead of property tax.  

 

Terry Call mentioned checking with  Sheriff Murphy on if cyber security a nalysis was done 

when he had secu rity looked at in the c ourt house.   

 

Commissioners revie wed the following d ocuments:  

a)  August financials from Larry Peterson for Saint Lukes  Hospital  

b)  Letter from Division of Property Valuation on 2023 compliance re view  

c)  August mon thly report from Dist rict Court  

 

Co mm issioners approv ed t he  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 9/15/2023 -$371,996.38 & 9/18/2023 -$57,576.69 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  44, 45, 46 

c)  Payroll  ð Reimbursemen ts for Robert Poydack, Bruce Symes, Shannon 

Patterson  

d)  Payroll ð August 2023 Process Servers: John Walke r, Marion Carson, Justin 

Thompson, Daren Kellerman, S teve Wom ack, Haley Donova n, Brenda Beth  

  

With no further business to co me b efore  the bo ard, Commissioner  Dan iels moved to 

adjourn , Chairman Lee  seconded ; motion passed 2-0-0.  Meeting  was  adj ourned  at 8:57 

a .m. unt il Tuesday September 26, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the  Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourth ouse.   

 

__________________________________                     __________absent ____________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Co mm issioner   

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , Cou nty Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              September 26, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello , Allen County em ploy ee,  Vickie Moss , Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County  Cou nselor,  Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  

Bryan Murphy, Allen County Sheriff , Cole Herder, Hu mboldt City Administrator,  and  Paul 

Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oners approved the m inut es of  the regu lar meetin g on  September 19 , 2023. 

 



 
Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment . Cole Herder mentioned that City of Humboldt 

got their streets chip seale d . He wanted to tha nk the County publicly for helping a nd 

sending the ro ad crew to do this.  

 

Cole repo rted an a irstream camper club will be in H umboldt. They will open their  

campers for an open house  this evening.  

 

Cole mentioned that n ext week end  is Biblesta in Humboldt.  

 

Co le explained E-Community  is participating in an entrep reneurship tax cre dit program. 

He explained what  this program is doing for local entrepren eurs. Discussion followed.  

 

Darrell Krone , Humboldt Historical Pre servation Alliance , joined the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Daniels wanted to me ntion a thank you l etter received from City of  Moran, 

for the County õs help wit h chip sealing the ir roads.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reminded the commissioners about the open 

house at the  airport this Saturday , September 30 from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.   

 

Mitch rep orted that  the topcoat ordered for the landfill ha s been delivered.  

 

Mitch reported that he will be attending a solid waste training in Mulvane next we ek.  

 

Mark Griffit h, Road & Br idge Director, receiv ed information from EMS on the truck  and 

trailer that  was ro lled in the quarry  and what they will pay towards it.  Discussion followed  

on w hether we let the insurance have  it or  if we buy it back . Markõs recommen dation is 

to let the insu rance have it. Commissioner Symes moved to approve the  off er of 

$39,906.00 for the truck and trailer. Commiss ioner D aniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commission er Daniels discussed with  Mark an  email regarding West Virginia Rd. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mic hael Burnett, EMS Director, joined the meeting.  

 

Darrel l Krone, rep orted they have organized another vintage  ba seball ga me. H e is 

requesting a dona tion of $800 , same as last year.  Discussion followed. Comm issioner 

Daniels  moved to approve a don ation o f $800.00. Commissioner  Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Michael  Burnett,  EMS Director, is requesting the purchase of a 2022 Dodge Durango from 

the Kansas Highway Pat rol for $35,175.00. This vehicle is used to assist other s tation s and 

call s in the c ounty. If another s tations crew is out o n a  transfer,  then they can send  

person nel in this vehicle to cover. The old vehic le will be given back to county to dispose 

of. Commissioner  Symes moved to approve the purchase of the 2022 Dodge Durango for 

$35,175.00. Commissioner Dani els seconded with  the stipulation that discussion w ill be 

had on where the funding will come from ; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Co mm issioner Dan iels move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client , possible litigation . Commissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time 

is now 8:55 a .m.  Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith , Road & B ridge 

Director,  and Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 

9:00 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken .  

 

Marcia D avis, Thrive Allen County, joined the  meeting.  

 

Michael Burn ett , presented information on the ambulance remount. T im with A RV is 

present as  well to answer question s. Michael had suggested remounting one of our 



 
current trucks , instead of buying a new one . This will be about 2 years out. The pricing will 

be  locked in  when approved . Commissioner Dan iels asked why we didn õt get three bids . 

Terry Call responded that when he reached out to two other companies,  they would not 

remount a box that was not  purchased from them. Discussion followed.  Cha irman Lee 

asked if we coul d get another estimate from ARV where we get the chassi s from a loc al 

Ford dealer.  

 

Marcia Davis, Thrive Allen C ounty, reported on the community conversation held in 

Savonburg. Savonb urg loves that thei r community is qui et and laid back. Some things 

they fee that needs improvement is sewer and electrical  grids. These items really need 

upgraded.  Their top three things needed, electric / sewer  upgrades , more comm unity 

involvement, towns ap pearance. They feel they c ould use some support from co unty 

with help wi th th eir roads. Chairman Lee asked about grant opportunit ies to help with the 

electri cal upgrades. Discussion followed.   

 

Marc ia informed the commissioner s about the s enior health fair today until 2  p.m.  at the 

North Co mmunity Building.  There is no cost  to  indi viduals coming . There are several 

agencies there to explain the services they offer to the  senior population. Vaccinations 

are also being given .  

 

Marcia reminded the commission a bout the  Mildred community conversation  on 

Octo ber 17 at 6pm being held at the Mildred Store.   

 

Commissioner Dan iels asked Cole how the new museu m and the MIH house is coming 

along. The MIH house is sided and roof  is done . The exterior of the house is comp leted , 

howe ver they  are waiting on t he contractors for the inside of the  house.  The outside of 

the museum looks to be al most completed , and they h ave attempted to match the look 

of the other downtown buildings.  

 

Commissioner Symes reported on an email he rec eived  from Rachel Moore . Would the 

commissione rs like to have a groun d breaking for the BASE  project ? Discussion follo wed.    

 

Co mm issioner Dani els move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r non -elected 

personnel . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:39 

a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, a nd Robert Johnson II , Allen  County 

Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:49 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 min utes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:50 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  County  Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:00 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d t o go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orne y Client . 

Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 10:04 a.m.  Those  

prese nt w ill be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 10:09 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Commissioners reviewe d  the following documen ts: 

a)  Thank you letter from  City of Moran  

 

Commissioners approv ed  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $148,236.46 

b)  Pay roll ð Change form for Willi am Todd, De Wayne Zimme rman  

c)  Payroll ð Mileage reimbursement  for David Lee  

d)  Payro ll ð Vacation carryover for Ki m Riebel  

 

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the board, Com missioner Symes moved  to 



 
adj ourn,  Commission er Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 10:12 a.m . until Tuesday, October 3 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairpe rson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , Co unty Clerk    Jerry Danie ls, Co mmi ssioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   October 3 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director , Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager,  Rick Aiello,  em ployee,  Terry Johnson, citizen , and  

Paul  Zirjacks, citizen , was present to  observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegi anc e. 

 

Com missioners ap p roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng  on September 26, 2023. 

 

Chair man Lee asked for public comment , Paul Zirjacks asked  about the rec ycling that 

has been shut down for the current time. Wou ld the landfill be able to take over th e 

recycling effort?   

 

Diana Holmes,  citizen, spoke about her c oncern s on  the recycling effort that has 

stop ped for now.  Discussion followed.    

 

Steve Womack, Sheriff Deputy, joined the  meeting.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director,  reported on the B25 Miss Mitchell coming to airport 

tomor row  12:00 pm to 6:00 pm, weather permitting. Rides will be given , at a c ost. Must 

have 6 people signed up to go up.  

 

Mitch reported on the o pen house at the airport Saturday . He estimates 25 -30 pe ople 

attended. Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked about the batter ies at the landfill . Mitch stated they are still 

wai ting on the  permitting . Discussion follo wed on  what happens if someone brings in 

electronics/batteries.  

 

Mark G riffith, Road & Bridge Director, reported on  a me eting with NextERA for the 

powerlines being put i n. They are asking to have the county work on some of the r oads 

they will have to travel, they need new c ulverts put in to support the weight of the trucks. 

They will pay the county to put in these new culv erts. Discussion followe d. Commissioners 

requested that  Mark and NextERA look at  options on if the county does it or could they 

contract out to get this done.  

 

Mark  presented an  email between  himself  and Monarch. They would like  to propose 

rep air work on  the intersection o f Delaware & 1600 th. This is the ent rance to their east 



 
quarry. Monarch would be willing to supply to concrete should the county wish to use it 

instead of asphalt chip and seal.  Discussion followed.   

 

Mark will be meeting with Bill Delich, Bettis Asphalt, this afternoon to finalize the projects 

being completed this year.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, reported on different trainings he has been a part of 

the last couple of months. He also attended the KEMA c onference in September.  

 

Jason stated Allen County hosted the G300 class , which is an inc iden t ma nagement  

training . He will  be  hosting G400 training in November. K ansas Division of Emergency 

Management  send s the instructors.  Discussion followed.   

 

Jason reported that  Roberta Ellis retired after 25 years . Dispatch has had one new 

employee start  last mon th, one started this wee k and another  will start  next w eek. This will 

put them at full staff until the next retirement.  

 

Jason reported that d ispatch  will be getting a  multi -ban d 800 radio consolette  that pl ugs 

in to our s ystem. This is provided by Homeland Security and  will be no cost to the county. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Jason reminded the commission that the e mer gency a lert  system test  will be at  1:20 pm  

on Wednesday.   

 

Jason stated he will be attended the  four corners conference in December in Branson 

Mo.  It will consist  of a  c ou ple days of training with diver se group of attendees.  

 

Chairman Lee asked about an email received from Chelsie about a n Advanced 

Headset Interface Box. Jason  will check and report  back.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked ab out the storm siren in Mildred. Jason state d he is contacting Blue 

Valley? This is an o utdoor warning system , meant more for people o utside away from 

their televisions . They are not meant to be heard i ndoors. Discussion followe d.  

 

Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, reported there will be a p ublic me eting on November 7 th 

from 2: 00 pm until 6:30 pm to view the update s on the new flood mapp ing from the 

Depart me nt of Ag riculture . The meeting will be held at the commun ity building at 

Riverside Park. Terry sent out 237 letters sent out to unincorporat ed ar eas. They are 

removing 85 parcels , and  adding 8  different ones  to the f lood zones.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked if the re were any con cerns with the proposed 2024 holidays.  
NEW YEARôS DAY    MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 2024  

    

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY       MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2024   

 

PRESIDENTS DAY     MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2024  

 

GOOD FRIDAY    FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2024 

 

MEMORIAL DAY                           MONDAY, MAY 27, 2024 

 

JUNETEENTH    WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2024 

  

INDEPENDENCE DAY    THURSDAY, JULY 4, 2024  

 

LABOR DAY                  MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2024 

 

COLUMBUS DAY    MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2024 

  

VETERANôS DAY    MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2024  

 

THANKSGIVING DAY    THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2024 

 

DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING                FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2024 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE    TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2024  

 



 
CHRISTMAS DAY     WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2024  

 

NEW YEARôS EVE    TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2024 

 

Commissioner Symes moved to adopt the p roposed 2024 ho lidays as presented. 

Commissioner  Daniels  seconded; motion passed  3-0-0.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:03 a.m.  

Those prese nt wi ll be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Road  & Bridge Depart me nt  and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:13 a.m .  No  

act ion  ta ken . 

 

Arlynn Briggs, ci tizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Commissione r Symes commented o n a n emai l he received  in recognition of employee 

Jimmy Skaggs. Alan and Charlott e Stewart  sent a n email commending Jimmy on his 

òwonderful and p rofessional job ó when putting in a new whi stle at their p rope rty.  

 

Arlyn Briggs, citizen, exp lained about his partnersh ip with Karen Thompson , out of New 

Mexi co. Karen Thom pson in a clinical nurse. Together, they would li ke to start up a 

traveling nurse , home health clinic . He would like to discuss the bu ilding in Moran that 

was the old clinic. He would like to purchase th is building outright a nd u se it to start this 

business. The hospital  fac ilities boa rd is over this building currently .  Discussion followed. 

Commissioner s recommended contac ting Terry Sparks and ge tting on the  agenda for 

the facilities board meeting.  

 

Arlyn asked about how the roads  are being done. Discussion followed.  

 

Arlyn asked a bout the tractor that was said  they could not get any part s for. Mark sta ted 

the computer system wen t out. Discussion followed.  

 

Jason reported  back on the em ail from earlier . They had to purchase a  pie ce of 

hardware t hat connects all the differe nt components on the console . The dispatch 

center had one of the old ones go down and TBS recommended replacing all due to  no t 

being able to parts for the existing ones. Discussion fol lowed.  

 

Commissioner Symes wanted speak about the bond issue coming up.  Percepti on in the 

public is that the courthouse entran ces wil l be clo sed. Discussion followe d .  

 

Judge Creitz  joined the meeting. Judge Cre itz answered the questions about access to 

the courthouse  and closing all  the other  ent rances exc ept for  the south s ecured access . 

The renovated ent rance just allows for the cou rthou se to be secure  should th at time 

come.  Discussion followed .  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Letter regarding the Iola Theater from Kansas Hist orical Society  

b)  September mont hly reports from Appraisers office, Attorney s office, 

County Clerks Office, Public Works office, Register of Deeds Office  

 

Commissioners appr oved the f ollowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers ð 9/ 28/2023 -$271,306.14 & 10/2/2023 -$412,317.64 

b)  Payroll ð Enrollment  for Rachel Wight  

c)  Payro ll ð Change forms for Troy Smith, Levi Lampe  

d)  Payroll ð Vacation carryover for Daniel McMurray  

e)  Clerkõs Journal  Ent ries ð #47,  48, 49, 50  

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner  Daniels  mo ved to 

adjou rn, Comm issioner Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 



 
at 10:05 a .m. until Tuesday, Octo ber 10 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb ly Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               October 10 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.   

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , Robert  Johnson , County Counselor , 

Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Rodney  Burns, Audito r, Jessica Thomspon , Thrive  

Allen County,  Vicki Moss, Iol a  Register representat ive , Paul Zirjacks, c itizen, was  p resent to 

observe the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the Oc tober 3 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked f or pu blic comment . There was none.  

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, reported on the two milita ry planes that s topped at 

the air po rt last week.  

 

Mitch reported on the work  for the new c ell. The cla y is not pack ing en ough to pass 

inspection. Discussion  followed.  

 

Com missioner Daniels asked about the hangar doors  and electric  lines at the  airport . 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  presented a new project list from Bett is based  on 

the agreement with the State of Kansas. Work is schedule d to start this week  if possible. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mark reported  on a phone call fro m Commissioner Danie ls regarding th e two curves west 

of Humboldt that wer e closed several years ago. An issue is arising with  citizens still using 

the curves . Discussion followed.  

 

Rodney B urns, Audit or, presented the County õs 2022 audit. The airport fund was in the red 

due to the federal p rojects. The  ambula nce, a irport, and the emergency telephone 

fund s were  over  budget. Discuss ion followed . 

 

Discussion fol lowed on ways to ease the budget pro cess next y ear.  

 

Rodney presented an audit c ontract for 2024  (audit of 2023 fi scal year)  and a bu dget 

contract for 2024 (preparing  the 2025 budget) . The prices are remai ning the same , audit 

for $17,200.00 & $3,000.00 for the federal single audit , and budget for $1,400.00 . 

Commissioner Dan iels moved to approve the contracts as presented. Commissioner 

Symes secon ded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 



 
Gary McIntosh, citiz en , joined the  meeting. Gary presented information  regarding  Allen 

County Animal Rescue Facility (ACARF)  and Your Community Foundation . Your 

Commun ity Foundation would l ike to establish end owment ac count to he lp sustain 

ACARF. Discussion followed. Gary is requesting the  county to donate $30,000 toward 

ACARF through Your Community Foundation. This $30,000 is the interest accrued on an 

account set up with a donation that a previous commission  approved to the Your  

Community Foundation. He would just like approval to transfe r this over to the start of the 

ACARF endowment  fund.  

 

Darrin Barnett, Twin s Motor Ford, joined the meeting.  

 

Michael Burnett, EMS Director, and Tim Leitnaker, Amer ican Response Ve hicles, joine d 

the meeting.  

 

Che lsea Lea, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Michael Burnett, EMS Director, presented the updated quote for the E MS remount. This 

up dated quote includes getting the chassis from Twin Motors Ford versus going through 

ARV. Commissi oner Daniels mo ved to accept  the quote with the chassis  purchase from 

Twin Motors for a total of  $215,506.03. Commi ssion Symes seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Commissioner Daniels asked about the security measures being t aken in the  

ambulances. Michael has  gotten a  pre liminary bid . Discussion followed.  

 

Michael presented t he commissioners with  a 3 rd qu arter update. Discussion followed.  

 

Michael report ed that they had to have a monitor rep aired back in September. He will 

send the invoice over.  

 

Chelsea Le a, citi zen, requeste d to put  the Christmas light  disp lay  on the s outh si de of 

square. Commissioners Symes moved to approve  Chelsea to put up Christmas lights. 

Commi ssioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, re min ded Mildred Convers a tion ne xt Tuesday at 

6. 

 

Jessica  reported that the City of Elsmore is applying for a SEED Grant. She is requesting a 

lett er of support  from the commission . Commissio ner Daniels moved to approve Letter of 

Support for City of Elsmore. Com missioner Symes seconded; motion passed  3-0-0. 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d  to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minute s for contract 

negotiation / poss ible litigation . Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  

The time is now 9:58 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Roa d & 

Bridge Director, P a trick  Huff, Chad Clancy, James New, N exTran Representatives, and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 10:13 a.m .  No  

act ion  ta ken .  

 

Cha irman Lee remindin g o f the meeting tonight in the large court room  at 6:30  p.m.  This 

meetin g is in regards to court room bond issue on the November ballot. The y will sta rt the 

evening giving tours.  

 

Mitch reported he was just notified that the new hangar doors are done and will be here 

next Tuesday , it will take 3 -4 hours to install them.  

 

Cha irman  Lee stated he has been receiv ing calls about rec ycling. He will be going with 

Mark over to Coffe y County  to see how they operate  their recycling.  Discussion followed.   

 

Commission er reviewed the following documents:  



 
a)  Solid Waste Financial statement for  September 2023  

b)  September 2023 Fund Status Report  

c)  September 2023 monthly reports from District Court, Treasure rõs office  

 

 

Co mm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers ð $65,659.43 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð # 51  

c)  Payroll  ð Enrollment fo rms for Ashley òNicole ó Haney, Rhegan Fischer  

d)  Payroll ð Change forms for Kayla Garber, Di nah Glaze  

e)  Payrol l ð Meal reimbur sement for Jason Tre go  

f) Payroll  ð September process service - Brenda Beth, Wayne Carson, 

Daren Kellerman, Steve Womack, Haley Donovan  

 

With no further bu siness to co me b efore  the bo ard, Commissioner  Symes moved to 

adjourn , Commiss ioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 10:25 a .m. unt il Tuesday October 17 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourtho use.   

 

__________________________________                     ____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterso n, County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              October 17 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello , Allen County em ploy ee,  Vickie Moss , Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County C ou nselor , Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communications Director,  Terry Johnson, citizen,  and  Paul Zirjacks, 

citizen,  was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Cha irman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of  the regu lar meetin g on  October 10 , 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment . There was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported th at the hangar doors will be delive red 

today . The breakers have been ch anged to accommo date  the new doors.  

 

Mitch reported the painte rs have been schedu led to come finish the pain ting on the 

runway and taxi way.  

 

Mitch reported that the noxious w eed spray ing is almost c omplete.  

 

Chairman Lee asked about the lan dfill pro ject. Mitch stated we are a couple w eeks 

behind as we are waiting on more testing for the clay.  They will also have to amend their 

operating plans in order to receive  the permitting for lithium battery dis posal.  

 



 
Mark Griffit h, Road & Br idg e Director, reported he is still res earching into the curves west 

of Humboldt.  

 

Mar k stated we are still waiting  on a third party to look into the trucks .  

 

Mark reported  he will be at th e community conversation in Mild red  this evening.  

 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communication s Director, presented information on rep lacing the 

Advance Headse t Interface Box. She e xplained the importance of the box . She 

presented bids for re placing  all three boxes  for $9250.00, replac ing two  for $6300.00, or 

just replacing one  for $3750.00. Discussion followed  on the different options. I f she were to 

purchase  al l three at once then there will just be the one installation f ee . If she only 

purchases two right now and then purchas es the last one  a t a later  date,  she will have to 

pay two installation charges , which will res ult in a tot al of $10,050.00.  Commissioner 

Symes moved to approve the purchase of 3 new co nsole boxes for $9250.00. 

Commissi oner Daniels secon ded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Marie Par ker, CASA, representing ACMAT tod ay.  They will be conducting a food driv e 

from November 1 st to December 10 th. She is reque sting to put a collection  box by the 

west entrance for a food drive that will go towards the local foo d banks.  The 

commissioner s okaye d this request.   

 

Dee Yount, Director of Transportation CHCSEK, joined t he me eting.  

 

Commissioners d iscussed  the purchasing policy  and if the limit for approval should be 

amended .  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Attorney  Client . 

Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 8:51 a.m.  Those  

prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 8:56 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Becky Gray , Building Health Inc. , joined the meeting. Becky and Dee Yount, C HCSEK 

Transportation, presented inf ormation  on transportation needs . They pro vide f ree 

transportation for any ne eds, any ag e. They work closely with Thrive Allen County , also a 

member of the CTD  10 program. They are requesting a letter of suppor t to bring general 

transp ortation to the Alle n County CHCSEK clinic. Allen County would have at least one 

vehicle stationed at the CHCSEK clinic, with the possib ility of having  a second one . 

Discussion followe d.  Commissioners would like to wait a week and discuss again next 

meeting.  

 

Kent Thompson, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

NextEra rep resentatives joined the meeting.  

 

Justin Wa ll, A-Lert Roofing , joined th e meeting.  

 

Nick Fuhr, NextEra, came with an up date on the ir project going t hrough Allen County. In 

May they rec eived t heir line sighting approv al from the FCC. The next item needed is the 

road use agreement . They plan  to begin t ree cle aring in November. Once t he road use is 

approved , they will do a pr e-con struction inventory . This is when t hey then vid eo and 

picture the roads being used , and the county will receive  a copy of this. After 

construction is complete, a post -construction  inventory is taken . Any maintenance will be 

taken  care of, they will re pair what they think needs , they try to l eave it how it starte d or 

bette r. NextEra has a list  of items that will ne ed to be addressed on the proposed road 

routes, ie : c oncrete culverts will be pulled out and replace with the recommended 

tubes . Commissioner s asked if the county c an contract out the road mainten ance ? Dick 

stated y es and they will pay . Counselor Bob Jo hnson is working with NextEra counsel on 



 
the complet ing the road use a greement . NextEra reported 88% of easements are 

completed. Discussion followed .  

 

Donita Garner  and  Michelle Meiwes , Hope Unlimite d, joined the me eting.  

 

Donita Garner & Michelle Meiwes , present ed a proclamation  to make October Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month . Michelle explained how Hope Unlimited hel ps those who are 

victim o f dom estic violence and sexual assaults. Commissioner  Daniels moved to 

proclaim Oc to ber as D omestic Vio lence Aware ness Month. Commis sion Symes 

seconded; motion passe d 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked how th e capital c am paign is going for the new facility.  

Doni ta explai ned where in the process they are. The current shelter can  only house 12 

and t hey have been full for the last year.  

 

Justin Wall, A -Lert Roof Systems, present ed  information on the company. A -Lert 

specialized in metal roofing. Design ing , engi neer ing , ma nufacturing , and installation  are  

all done in -house. They offer a 20-year warranty on all roof systems. They can a lso do 

metal buil dings. Discussion followed.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney  Client , 

negotiations . Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:42 

a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Road &  Bridge Director, and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:47 a.m .  No  

act ion  ta ken . 

 

Chairman Lee reported on his trip with Mark to Coffey County to see the recycling. It is 

housed in a l arge metal buildi ng with multiple bins. Currentl y they recycle 10 to 12 

different  types of materials, cardboard to g lass to the di ffere nt plastics,  and  newspapers. 

Coffey County õs recommendation is to decide on 2-3 different mat erials to recy cle and 

set bins at the land fill, start small and grow with t he d emand. Discussion  followed.  

 

Commissioners reviewe d the following documen ts: 

a)  Invitat ion for Thriveõs annual banquet  

b)  September monthly state ment for Hospital Board  

c)  September monthly statement  for Noxious Weed Depart ment  

d)  City of Iola letter re garding issuance of industrial revenue bonds  

 

Commissioners approv ed  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð 10/12/2023 -$369,649.81 & 10/16/2023 -$21,221.75 

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the board, Com missioner Dani els moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Symes sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 10:02 a.m . until Tuesda y, October 24, 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assemb lyõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairpe rson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shanno n Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                  October 24, 2023 

 



 
The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Com missioner Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

Cha iman David Lee was absent.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director , Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  

Rick Aiello,  employee,  Daren Kellerm an, Sheriff D eputy, Lisse Regher, Thrive Allen County, 

Marcia Da vis, Thrive Allen C ounty, Brad Riebel, Terry Johnson, citizen , and  Paul  Zirjacks, 

citizen , was  present to  observe the me eting.   

 

Commissioner  Symes led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegi anc e. 

 

Com missioners ap p roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng  on October 17 , 2023. 

 

Commissioner Symes asked for public comment , Daren Kellerman , on behal f of Farm City 

Days, wanted to tha nk the commission , and Allen County b usinesses who  stepped up 

when ca rnival was unable to be here . He also recognized  Ron Holman , Teena  Solander , 

Rick Aiello . He stated Farm City Days was a success aga in this year.  

 

Daren , on behalf of Sheriff Murphy, req uested for the county  to participate in Operation 

Green Light.  He is asking to pass Resolution 202312 A Resol ution of Support for Operation 

Green Light , reco gnizing all ve teran s.  
RESOLUTION NUMBER 202312 

 

Resolution of Support for Operation Green Light,  

recognizing all veterans. 

 

WHEREAS, the residents of Allen County have great respect, admiration, and the utmost gratitude for all of the men and women who 
have selflessly served our country and this community in the Armed Forces; and  

 

WHEREAS, the contributions and sacrifices of those who served in the Armed Forces have been vital in maintaining the freedoms 
and way of life enjoyed by our citizens; and  

 

WHEREAS, Allen County seeks to honor individuals who have made countless sacrifices for freedom by placing themselves in 

harmôs way for the good of all; and 

 

WHEREAS, veterans continue to serve our community in the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, religious groups, civil 
service, and by functioning as County Veteran Service Officers in 29 states to help fellow former service members access more than 

$52 billion in federal health, disability and compensation benefits each year; and 

 
WHEREAS, approximately 200,000 service members transition to civilian communities annually; and  

 

WHEREAS, an estimated 20 percent increase of service members will  transition to civilian li fe in the near future; and  
 

WHEREAS, studies indicate that 44-72 percent of service members experience high levels of stress during transition from military to 

civilian life; and 
 

WHEREAS, active military service members transitioning from military service are at a high risk for suicide during their first year 

after military service; and  
 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties and the Kansas Association of Counties encourages all counties, parishes and 

boroughs to recognize Operation Green Light for Veterans; and 
 

WHEREAS, Allen County appreciates the sacrifices of our United State military personnel and believes specific recognition should be 

granted; therefore, be it 
 

RESOLVED, with designation as a Green Light for Veterans County, Allen County declares from October 30th through Veterans Day, 

November 11th, 2023, as a time to salute and honor the service and sacrifice of our men and women in uniform transitioning from 
Active Service; therefore, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that in observance of Operation Green Light, all citizens are encouraged, in patriotic tradition, to recognize the 
importance of honoring all those who made immeasurable sacrifices to preserve freedom by displaying a green light in a window of 

their place of business or residence or outside of the same. 

Commissioner Daniels moved to approve Resolution  202312. Commissioner S ymes 

seconded ; motion passed 2 -0-0. 

 

Kim Ensminger , USD 256 Superintendent , joined the meetin g .  

 



 
Mitch Garner, Public Works Director,  reporte d the hangar doors are replaced.  Discussion 

followed on what to do with  the old doors.  

 

Mitch presented  a picture of the plane crash that happened  Friday evening. The pi lot 

ran out of fuel  and landed a few miles from the airport. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch reported the stripping comp any should have the st ripping finished by the end of 

the month.  

 

Mitch reported on the  landfill expansion . The clay and dirt is  not passing inspection . KDHE 

is recommending to  bu ild a test pad  to add a filler to. The cost to construct the test pad  

will add $33,572.00 to the to tal cost of the  project. Commissioner Dani els moved to 

approve the construction of the test pad . Commissioner S ymes seconded; motion 

passed 2 -0-0.  

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, reported we should be  getting one of our trucks 

back tomorrow . Discussion followed.  

 

Mark stated they are getting  ready to have to do some blasting  out a t the quarry.  

 

Mar k reported that he was told to get our engi neer i nvol ved w ith the curves west of 

Humbo ldt.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked if the blas ting in the quarry would free u p a n area fo r the 

monofil . Discussion followed.  

 

Kim Ensminger, USD 256 Superintendent, requesting a let ter of support for  a grant to help 

with an early childhood childcare facility .  

Dear Members of the Kansas Childrenôs Cabinet, 

The Allen County Commissioners wish to express our support for the establishment and 

operation of an Early Childhood Center at the Marmaton Valley School District. This initiative 

aligns perfectly with our countyôs commitment to providing high-quality educational 

opportunities for our youngest residents and their families. 

Early childhood education plays a pivotal role in the development of our children. It not 

only provides a strong foundation for academic success but also promotes social and emotional 

growth that is essential for a well-rounded individual. By establishing an Early Childhood Center, 

Marmaton Valley is taking a significant step toward ensuring that our countyôs children have 

access to the best educational experiences from an early age.  

We applaud Marmaton Valley School District for taking the initiative to establish this 

School-Based Early Childhood Center, which will serve as a valuable resource for families in 

eastern Allen County. The center's commitment to providing a nurturing, inclusive, and enriching 

environment for young children aligns perfectly with our countyôs values and goals. 

In conclusion, we commend Marmaton Valley Schools for its visionary approach to early 

childhood education and its dedication to our county's youngest citizens. We look forward to 

witnessing the positive impact this School-Based Early Childhood Center will have on the lives 

of our children and the overall prosperity of eastern Allen County. 

Please feel free to reach out to our office at 620-365-1407 if there is anything further we 

can do to support their efforts in this endeavor. We are excited about the future of this project and 

the positive change it will bring to our county. 
 

This will house pre -school  and  infant to ag e 5 daycar e. Facility will house 53 spots for 

childcare. It will be lo cated w est of the junior high  bu ilding , east sid e of playground. 

Discussion followed . Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the letter of  support. 

Commissioner Symes seconded; m otion passed 2 -0-0. 

 

Marci a Davis, Thrive Allen County , reported on the conversation in Mildred held on 

October 17. There was 16 residents in attend ance . The items discussed as needing 

impr ovement were West Virginia  Rd, sidewalks, community involvement , more business, 



 
and more awareness.  They discussed p ossible signage. They also voiced concern s with 

abandoned property owned by the railroad.  Could cle aner sidewalk s work as the 

walking trail. The top 3 priorit ies were  decided to be c lean  up the town, more resident 

involvement, and co mmu nity health . Discussion followed.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County, reported  she was in convers ation with CH C concerning 

transportation. 5311 classifications  cannot have duplication o f services. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Lisse stated that in regards to USD 2 56õs request tha t the Allen County  Childcare 

taskforce  agreed that the e astern side of Allen County was in the most need for the 

childcare facility .  

 

Don D oherty, Northwestern Mutual,  Gary McInstosh, Logan Booth , Booth McIntosh 

Insurance , joined the m eeting.  

 

Brad Rieb el, Mid west Engineering Group,  opened  b ids for the water line expansion on 

Minnesota Rd.  They only received 2 bids. The t imeline for the project is 3 months  

ap proxima tel y. It should s tart about 30 day s after approval , depend ent on the 

compan yõs schedule.  Bid #1 was from  Goin s Enterprises for $1,313,127.00. Bid #2 was 

from Bennett Inc.  for  $ 757,228.00. The engineer õs estimate was $464,148 b ased off recent 

bids that had b een don e at that time. The engineers will take these ba ck to  check for 

accu racy and once don e will issue a letter of recommendation.  

 

Gary McIn tosh, Booth McIntos h Insurance & Do n Doher ty, Northwes ter Mu tual, pres ented 

a proposal to become insurance broke r for Allen County.  Discussion followed.  

 

Jacob Cochran , District Repre sentative for Jake LaTurner õs office , introduced himself to 

the commission. He stated he is out of the Pittsburg office . He encouraged the 

commissioner s to call with any concerns.  

 

Co mmissioners discussed  an i nvoice for monitor  maintenance done for EMS. 

Commissioner D an iels moved to approve  payment of in voice  for $4689.30. Commissioner  

Symes seconded; motion passed  2-0-0.0 

 

Shannon Patterson,  Allen County Clerk, reported she ha s set the canvass of the 

November 7, 2023 General Election for 9:00 a.m. on Tues day , November 1 4, 2023. 

 

Comm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney  Client  

for  possible  litigation . Co mmissioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed  2-0-0.  The time is 

now 9:50 a.m.  Those  prese nt wi ll be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen County 

Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:55 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Ron Holman, House & Grounds D irector, pres ented an  email in regards to the Moran  

Clinic . Ron will go over and  check  it occasionally . 

 

Ron reported on th e Humboldt Food Pantry pro ject. Things are moving along.  

 

Ron discussed getting a large pre -lit w reath on the west ent ranc e.  

Ron presented information on  the elevator. TK Elevator has  been to work on the eleva tor  

3 times in the last 6 weeks. Bids were received by TK ele vator to upgrade the door  system 

on the el evator  for $9860.00. Discussion followed. Commis sioner Dan iels moved  to 

approve the upgr aded door system for $9860.00 . Commi ssioner Symes seconded ; motion 

passed 2-0-0.  

 

Commissioners appr oved the f ollowing d ocumen ts: 

 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers - $630,962.43 



 
  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner  Daniels  mo ved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:08 a .m. until Tuesday , Octo ber 31, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb ly Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

_______absent _____________________                        _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               October 31, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.   

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , 

Robert Johnson , County Counselor , Rickie Aie llo, Allen Cou nty  employee , Bryan Murphy,  

Allen County Sher iff, Jason Trego, Emergency  Manager,  Vicki Moss, Iol a  Registe r 

representat ive , DeWayne Miller, citi zen,  and  Paul Zirjacks, c itizen, was  p resent to observe 

the  meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the Oc tober 24, 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked for pu blic comment . There was none.  

 

Pat ty Dozier, citizen, joined the meeting.  

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, reported the cras hed a irplane ha s been picked up 

by the pilotõs insurance comp any.  

 

Mitch presented inf ormation on th e difference in cos t for the land fill cell based on 3% or 

4% Bentonite Soil Amendmen t. They will use the  test pad to determine  if the 3% or the 4% 

Bentonite is needed.  Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch reported the striping company will be here tomorr ow, they had been delayed due  

to w eather.  

 

Mitch stated the new lighting for the ai rport will not be started until next year.  

 

Mitch asked if the commission  would rather take  just the lithium batteries or all 

electronics? It matters when it comes to submitting for the new permitting . Discussion 

followed.  

 

Mitch stated they are still working on drawings for the location of the m onofil.  

 

Mitch discussed options for the 2006 Explorer we just received back from EMS. Mitch 

stated they could use the Explor er in place of one o f their truc ks. Then that truck could 

be switched out with Ron Holman õs mainten ance truck. Discussion followed.  

 

DeWayne Miller, St Johnõs Parrish representative,  is requ esting  for St. Johnõs Parrish to hold 

a rosary rally for  all first responders. This would take place at  the ban dstand  on Friday , 



 
Nov ember 10th  at 3 :00 p.m.   Discussion followed. Commissioner Symes moved to 

approve the use of the bandstand for the r osary rally. Commissione r Dani els seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Patty Dozier, citizen, reported she has been trying  to get some work done on her ditch. 

She said she  has alr eady spoken to the Road & Bridge Department . Discussion followed.  

 

Chairman Lee  reported on a nomination form for KWORCC voting  delegates. 

Commis sioner Symes mov ed for Chairman Lee to be the voting delegate, with 

Commissio ner Danie ls as the alternate. Comm issioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 

3-0-0. 

 

Chairman Lee  reported  on a phone  call from P atrick with NexTran. Patrick will be sending 

an emai l with infor mation regarding trade in value s for the trucks they were working on.  

Discussion followed.  

 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, reported that President Biden declared the July 14h 

storm as a  disaster. This means we can seek reimbursement . Discussion foll owed.  

 

Jason reported on a  Hazard Mitigation  Grant  that they will be submitting a le tter  to for a 

new st orm siren in Mildred.  

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:00 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mitch Garner, Public Works Director , and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:15 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Commi ssioner Symes asked about a l etter of support for the Coordi nated Transit District 

#10. Commissioner Daniels move d to ap pro ve the letter  of support.  Comm issioner Symes 

secon ded ; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Mitch report ed back on a question if whole cell phones and laptops will be accepted 

when keep ing the lithium batteries in a sepa rate site . He says they can  be accepted .  

 

 

Commissioners review ed  the following documents:  

a)  Change order for MSW Cell 2 Construction  

b)  Informa tion on Operation Gre en Light  

c)  K-State Extension Open House N ovember 7, 2023 

 

Co mm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð 10/26/2 023-$387,375.60 & 10/30/2023 -$175,561.74 

b)  Clerkõs Journal Ent ries ð #  52 

c)  Payroll  ð Enrollment for Ethan Co llins 

d)  Payroll ð Reimbursements for Bruce Sy mes, Jerry Hathaway, Terry Call, 

Jerry Daniels, Travis Buck, Bryan Murphy, Misty Rice  

e)  Motor V ehicle  compensation for D arolyn Mal ey  & Election 

compensation for Shanno Patte rson 

f) Letter of Commitment for local matchi ng funds for Kansas Department 

of Transportat ion grant  

  

 

With no further business to co me b efore  the bo ard, Commiss ioner  Symes moved to 

adjourn , Commiss ioner Daniels  seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 9:19 a .m. unt il Tuesday November 7, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 



 
__________________________________                     ____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              November 7 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello , Allen County em ploy ee,  Vickie Moss , Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County C ou nselor, Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen 

County,  Jared Wheeler , Thrive Allen County Econom ic Develop ment Director,  Terry 

Johnson, citizen,  and  Paul Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of  the regu lar meetin g on  October 31, 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c omment . There was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , repor ted  the p ainting on the taxiway is complete.  

They are still waiting on the supplies to come in  to begin work on the lights, PAPIs, and 

AWOS system. The electric still needs c ompleted as well.  

 

Mitch stated  they have gotten the vehic les switched around  af ter receiv ing the old EMS 

ve hicle.   

 

Mitch reported they are still workin g on building the test pad . They are al so waiting on 

the new electric poles and line to be put in.   

 

Mitch reported he spoke  Kenny Shetlar  about putting in a bin to recycle #2 clear plastic , 

milk jugs. Kenny would bring  the container and then haul it off  when full. The revised 

operating plan needs to be appr oved bef ore we can begin with the recycling ; it is filed 

with KDHE.  Discussion followed. Commissioners would like to begin with the #2 plastics as 

soon as we get the approval.  

 

Chairman Lee mentioned that t he north side of Nebraska has tra sh in tree line. Can we 

please get that picked up as soon as possible?  

 

Ma rk Griffit h, Road & Br idg e Director, reported that Bill Delich,  Bettis Asphalt , informe d 

him they should begin Count ry Club Heights end of this week or beginning o f next. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Mark reported on the Asphalt meeting he attended last week. Discussion follow ed .  

 

Mark stated the engineers have looked at the area s we want to put the curves back in. If 

we decide to put the curve s back in, we will need to have a n engineering stu dy done of 

that area . Discussion followed.  

 

Cha irman Lee asked about the bridge project on Nebraska Rd.  Mar k stated they should 

be pouring the  top toda y, they are over schedule.  

 



 
Shannon Patterson, County Clerk , presented Resolution 202313 .  

Resolution No. 202313 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALLE N COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN 

RURAL  OPPORTUNITY ZONE STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT P ROGRAM  CALENDAR  YEAR 2024 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS, 

Section 1.  Pursuant to K.S.A. 2021 Supp. 74-50,223, the Board of County Commissioners expressed its intent to participate in the 

Rural Opportunity Zone (ROZ) student loan repayment program. 

 

Section 2.  Allen County has been designated a Rural Opportunity Zone pursuant to K.S.A. 2021 Supp. 74-50,222. As of July 1, 2022, 

the County population was 12,464 as certified by the Kansas Department of Revenue. 

 

Section 3.  Allen County Commissioners hereby obligate Allen County to participate in the ROZ student loan repayment program as 

provided by K.S.A. 2021 Supp. 74-50,223 for a period of five years, which shall be irrevocable. 

 

Section 4. Allen County agrees to pay in equal shares with the State of Kansas the outstanding student loan balance of any resident 

individual for five years if the resident individual meets the terms of qualification provided by the State of Kansas in K.S.A. 2021 

Supp. 74-50,223, and the appropriate rules and regulations. The number of qualified resident individuals receiving such payments will 

be subject to the availability of funds. 

 

Section 5. Allen County intends to enter into partnerships with Cities, Employers, and Foundations for the direct sponsorship of Rural 

Opportunity Zone Applicants.  Sponsored Applicants must meet all qualifications of the ROZ program.  All sponsorships will be 

subject to ROZ student loan repayment rules and regulations. 

 

Section 6.  The maximum student loan balance for each qualified resident individual to be repaid jointly by Allen County and the 

State of Kansas shall be $15,000 over a term of five years. 

 

Section 7.  Allen County shall allocate $0.00 a year for the purpose of matching payments from the State of Kansas to qualified 

resident individuals.    Allen County shall revise its ROZ budget on an annual basis submitting a new Resolution to the State of 

Kansas by January 30th each year. Allen County shall submit their obligation in full to the Department of Commerce before the first 

day of October each year.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be published once in the official county newspaper and shall be in effect from 

and after its date of publication. 

 

Adopted this 7th day of November, 2023 by the Board of Allen County Commissioners, Allen County, Kansas. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS 
Discussion followed on what  the Rural Opportunity Zone Program is. Comm issioner Symes 

moved to a dopt Resolutio n 202313. Comm issioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-

0. 

 

Shannon presented the 5310 Elderly & Disable d Transportation Grant . Commissioner 

Daniel s moved to approve the cha irmanõs signature on the 5310 grant. Comm issioner 

Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Shannon shared with the commissioners a bid she received  to upgr ade the security for 

election equipment storage. There is a grant opportunity that will reimburse 90%. 

Deci sions will be made later this year  if the applications were approved or not.  

 

Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County,  introduced Ja red W heeler, the new economic 

development director.   

 

Lisse wanted to inform the public that i t is open enrollment  for  Medicare, Medicaid , and 

health insurance.  Thrive will help the public in en rolling for  ben efits.  

  

Lisse relayed  information regarding the project  for Rural Water District #8 . Brad Riebel 

with Midwest Engineering  was prese nt on Octo b er 24 to open  bids. His recommend ation 

is Bennet Inc. The bids that came in were roughly 39% greater tha n th e eng ineerõs 

expectations. Discussion followed.  Rachel Moore will be present later to answer any 

questions.   

 



 
Commissioner Symes reported that Iola will now have a VA clinic . It was said to be  

located here in the old  Family Physicia ns bu ilding. Remo del is slated to begin December  

10 and projected to open on May 1 st. The clinics in Fort Scott, Chanute  and Garnett all 

closing so we will be a  central location.  

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:20 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:30 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Rachel M oore, Thrive Allen County, joined the meeting.  

 

Co mm issioner Danie ls move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Trade  

Secrets. Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:30 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:40 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive  Allen County , following up on infor mation given by Lisse. She stated 

she is in communication  with the B ASE Grant office  with q uestio ns on funding the ga p 

made by inflation. Discussion followed.  

 

Com missioner Symes asked Bob if we need some kind of policy or agreement for the 

recycling bins being placed a t the la ndfill. It was decided to discuss on a case -by -case  

basis.  

 

Commissioners  reviewe d the following documen ts: 

a)  Public noti ce for Kansas Water P ollution Control Permi ts 

b)  Solid Waste Assurance Financials for October 2023  

c)  Octo ber 2023 Fund St atus Report  

d)  October 2023 monthly reports for Appra iserõs office, Attorney õs office, 

Register o f Deeds  office, Pu blic Works , County Clerk õs office, 

Treasurerõs office  

 

Commissioners approv ed  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð 10/30/23 -$2,986.14, 11/6/23 -$121,832.23 

b)  Pay roll ð Change form  for Dathan McMurtrey  

c)  Payroll ð Vacation Carryover for Mitchel l Garner & Kevin Cov ey  

d)  Clerkõs journal entr ies - #53, 54  

 

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the b oard, Com missioner Dani els moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Symes sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 9:54 a.m . until Tuesday, November 14 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .   

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairpe rson    Bruce Symes, Com missioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Danie ls, Co mmi ssioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                    OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              November 14 , 2023 

 



 
The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Vickie Moss , Iola Register,  Sarah  Haney , Iola Register , Robert Johnson, II, County 

Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  &  Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director , 

Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  Rick Aiello,  employee,  Lisse Regher, Thrive Allen County,  

Jessica Thompson, T hrive Allen County , Terry Johnson, citizen , and  Paul  Zirjacks, cit izen, 

was  present to  observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegi anc e. 

 

Com missioners ap p roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng  on November 7, 2023. 

 

Chair man Lee asked for public comment , there was none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Publi c Works Director,  reported that the landfill test pad cons truct ion has 

been delayed. The truck delivering the machine was in a n acciden t in Dallas , Tx.  

 

Mitch reported EPA for di rt removal will be back in the s pring. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch reported that the  new  operating plan has been su bmitted  to KDHE and they  are 

now waiting on approval.  

 

Mark G riffith, Road & Bridge Director, reported the overlay on country club heights is 

going well.  

 

Mark presented information on the curves west of Humboldt. It would be next sprin g 

be fore anything would be able to be done .  

 

Lisse, Thrive, reported that they are still waiting to hear from the  HUB, but otherwi se they 

have not been able to find any other grants to help fund the Rural Water District #8 

project.  Jerry stated B&G will provide a  list of options to trim so me of t he scope on the 

remainder of the Ai rport Indust rial Park project. An a rcheological s tudy will need to be  

done . Discussion followed.  

 

Terry Call, Zoning , reported on the 5 archeologists  he contacted that are  approved by 

the State  to work in Kansas. KB Archaeological Consulting quoted a cost of $5456.00. 

Terry informed the comm issioners that the  field study will last  1-2 days, then it will take 

approximately  4-6 weeks to write report , and then it will be  sent to  the Sta te. Discussion 

followed. Commissioner Symes moved to approve  KB Archaeological Cons ulting to 

per form the s tudy for $5456.00.  Commissioner Daniels seconded ; mot ion passed  3-0-0.  

 

Cha irman  Lee commented on  how  4 di fferent companies want  to be our insurance 

brokers. He is wonderin g if we need an outside party to come  look at the proposals to 

see if they are apples to  apples comparisons.  Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner  Symes asked if the archeological study could  possibly d elay the process 

even more if something is fou nd. Commissioner Daniels sta tes yes that is a possib ility. Terry 

stated if the survey comes back clean,  they can switch from  boring to open trench 

which could save money.  

 

Lisse reported they have  some  interns that she would like to have come in and give a  

report  on the community convers a tions they are holding  at the schools.  

 

Stacey Fager , USD 257 Superintendent , Jenna Higginbotha m, USD 257 Curriculum 

Director & Preschool Coordinator, Sherri OõRear, Ready Set Learn Preschool, Hayley 

Westerman , Munchkinland and More Childcare Cent er, joined the meeting . 



 
 

Cha irman Lee op ened the Canvass of the Nove mber 7, 2 023 City School General 

Election. Sha nnon Patterson, County Clerk, presented the provision al ballots. She 

expl ained the reasonings for such provision al ballots. There are 22 tota l. Of the 22 ballots, 

13 were counted  and 9 were not. Commissioner Symes moved to certify  the November 

7, 2023 General Election  results. Commission Dan iels seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Jenna Higginbotham, Sherri O õRear,  and Hayley Westerman , are requesti ng a letter of 

support. They are requesting this apply for the Capital Project Fund Accelerator Grant to 

bu ild a Mustang  Community Learning Center . Jenna explained the  needs  they are 

seeing in the community. The plan is to build this center at the e ast end  of the 

playg round area  located at the  Iola Elementary School. Iola USD 257 and Munchkinland  

and More Childcare Center are partnering to apply  for this grant . This will potent ially add 

31 new daycare spots. Jenna stated there is a n eed for  more  infant chil dcare availability . 

Commissioner Symes mo ved to sign the le tter of support . Commissioner Danie ls 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commissioners have cancelled the meeting on December 5, 2023 as they will be at the 

KAC conference.  

 

Commi ssioners discussed the last meeting of the year. Tuesday December 26, 2023 is a 

hol iday for  the County . It was decided to hold the re gular meeting in conjunction  with 

the  year e nd meeting scheduled for Friday, December 29, 2023 at 12 :30 p.m.  

 

Commissioner s discussed the  LAVTR and the outlook of it beginning ag ain.  

 

Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , reported on a zoning hearing held on Th ursday, 

November 9, 2023 at 7: 00 p.m. Dan Stanley applied  to put in commercial self -storage 

units on his property  located at  368 1600th St, Humboldt.  He plans to allow access during 

daylight hours. The planning bo ard moved to reco mmend approval. Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Dani els moved to approve the request . Commissioner Symes seconded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  docume nts: 

a)  Minutes from Dan Stanley zoning hearing  

b)  CTD10 Minutes from August 16, 2023 meeting  

c)  October 2023  monthly report for Noxious We ed  

 

Commissioners appr oved the f ollowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers - $58,328.57  

b)  Payroll ð Change for ms for Dalla s Merritt & Kevin Turner  

c)  Payro ll ð Mileage reimbursement  for Darcy Burton  

d)  Payroll ð Longevity p ayouts for 2024  

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner  Daniels  mo ved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 10:03 a .m. until Tuesday , November 21 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb ly Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irpe rson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               November 21 , 2023 

 



 
The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and 

Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk.   

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator , Rober t Johnson , County Counselor , 

Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Chels ie Decker,  911 Com munications Director, 

Jason Trego, Emergency Manager, Tim Stauffer , Iola  Register representat ive , Sarah 

Haney, Iola R egister representative, Jared Wheeler,  Thrive Allen County  Econom ic 

Development Director,  Humboldt Hi gh  School Intro to Law students,  Eric Carlson, 

Humboldt High School teacher,  and  Paul Zirjacks, c itizen, was  p resent to observe the  

meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the Pledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Com missioners approved the minutes of the Novem ber 14 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked f or pu blic comment . Robe rt Johnso n, County Counselor,  

introduced 10 students from Humboldt H igh Scho ol taking an Int ro to Law c lass and their 

teacher Eric Carlson.   

 

Mitch Garn er, Public Works D irec tor, reported KDHE sent back t he  oper ating plan to 

change som e of the wording. They will get that  resubmitted.  

 

Mitch reported that the cost of the ne w hangar door s will not be reimbursed  by FEMA 

because  we had insurance, but they will reimbu rse the deducti ble. Commissioner Dani els 

asked if we cou ld look at replacing  the re ma ining  two doors  on the hangar. Only 4 of the 

6 do ors were damaged in the July storm. Can we quote two  new doors to match the 

others. Discussion followed.  

 

Debbie Bearden  and  Clara Misenhelter , Allen County Grow Food & Farm Coun cil, joined 

the meeti ng.  

 

Mark Griffith , Road & Br idge Director,  reported that we should have the new fleet of 

trucks  in by end of mo nth. He is also getting the trucks ready for snow removal . 

 

Mark  stated he  is working on si gnage to be able to put  the cur ve s back in . Discussion 

followed .  

 

Chelsie Decker , 911 Communications Director, requesting wage increases for all of her 

employees , and to also incr ease the starting wages.  She presen te d information on the 

difference  in starting wages between Allen County, City of Chanute, Anderson County, 

Neosho County, Woodson County, and Bourbon County. We are below all of these 

entities except for Bourbon County. Her proposal is for a 7% increase a long with  the 

COLA increase . Discussion followed. Commi ssioner Symes stated he appre ciates 

every thing her staff doe s and the co vera ges we offer.  The commissioners would like t ime 

to co nsider this request.  

 

Chelsie stated she has 3 people in training and  they are doing well. Discussion followed. 

She is anticipating another retirement in the  early part of 2024 , so they will be  looking to 

hire for that position .  

 

Debbie Bearden & Cl a ra Misenhelter , Allen County Grow  Food & Farm Coun cil, gav e the  

2023 annual rep ort. Some h ighlights of 2023 are rec eiving  an  $800 grant that allowed  

òProtein for Pant riesó, earned  a  $1000 grant to put gard en beds at the food pantry 

garden in LaHarpe and  Moran , development of a food assessment with  results being  

used at the retreat  in January 2024 to see what needs to focus on in 2024. Debbie 

requested that Paig e Olson be appointed to the council. Commissioner Symes moved to 



 
approve the appointment of Paige Olson to the Gro w Council . Commissioner Daniels 

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Terry Call reporte d he was contacted about putting in a n 80-acre so lar farm east of 

Humboldt. He has asked the party to submit the s cope of the project to him. He is 

wondering if we need to revisit the solar regulations draft  he  had  submitted  previous ly. 

He stated he  had changed the windfarm regulations to fit the solar . Commissioners 

asked if can we borro w from another county  to get our s created.   

 

Shanno n Patte rson, Allen County Clerk, as ked the Commission if they woul d like to 

partici pate in the we llness blood draws again in 2024. They stated yes. Te ntative ly 

sched uled  for February 8 , 2024 and  registrations will open up aft er the first of the year.  

 

Commissioners asked if the Archaeological  study has been completed . Terry stated yes it 

has been and  report s are being compiled now.   

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r Trade Secrets . 

Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is n ow 9:20 a.m.  Those  

prese nt will be Com missioner s, Jared Wheeler, T hrive Allen County Economic 

Development D irector,  and Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners 

rec onvened at 9:35 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive  Allen County,  joined the meeting.  

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Trade Secrets . 

Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:38 a.m.  Those  

prese nt will be Com missioner s, and Jared Wheeler, T hrive Allen County Economic 

Development D irector . Com missioners rec onvened a t 9:43 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Commissioners review ed the following docu ments:  

a)  Sheriffõs office monthly re ports from August, September , October  

b)  Allen County Fair Board fina ncials from A ugust, September, O ctober  

c)  Hospital Board Fin ancial reports from Larry P eterson for October  

d)  Letter fro m Kansas Historical  Society regardi ng the Iola Thea ter  

e)  Information on the Your Community Foundation Giving Tuesday 

fundraiser  

f) EMC Insuran ce claim information  

 

Co mm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $209,560.13 

b)  Payroll  ð Milea ge reimbur sement s for Terry Call & Amy Wilson  

c)  Payroll ð October process ser vice for Br enda Beth, Daren Kellerman, 

Haley Donovan, Steve Womack  

d)  Payroll ð Vacation carryover request for Donn a Kovacic, 11.5 hours 

e)  Payroll ð Holiday bonus  

f) Payroll ð Sick leave payout over 720 hours  

g)  Payroll ð Transfer of leave to another employee re quests from Daren 

Kellerm an, Patrick Cash, Daniel McMurray  

 

With no further business to co me b efore  the bo ard, Commissioner  Dani els moved to 

adjourn , Commiss ioner Symes sec onded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  

at 9:44 a .m. unt il Tuesday November 28, 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     ____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Chairperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

        



 
___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County Cl erk             Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              November 28, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner , Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner, and 

Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello , Allen County em ploy ee,  Sarah  Haney,  Iola Register  

Representative,  Robert Johnson, Allen County Cou nselor,  Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  

Bryan Murphy, Allen County Sheriff , Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director, Jami Clark, 

Allen Coun ty Appraiser,  Chelsie Decker, 911 Communica tions Director, Jason Trego, 

Emergency Manager,   Lisse Regehr, Thrive Allen County,  Jared Wheeler , Thrive Allen 

County Econom ic Develop ment Director,  Marcia D avis, Thrive Allen County, Christopher 

Holloway, T hrive Intern, Shelby Peters, Thrive Intern, Bri gham Folk, Thrive Intern,  Terry 

Johnson, citizen,  Robe rt Johnson, citizen , and  Paul  Zirjacks, citizen,  was present to 

observe the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of  the regu lar meetin g o n November 2 1, 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c om ment . There was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , reported the contractors will be bu ilding the test 

pad this week.  

 

Mitch stated they are s till waiting on electric  line work at airport.   

 

Mitch reported th at KDHE has yet to approve the new la ndfill o peratin g plan.   

 

Mark Griffit h, Road & Br idg e Director, reported the bridge at 2200 and Nebr aska  should 

be getting overlay ed  this soon. This project has t aken longe r than p rojected.  

 

Mark is still looking at the curves and should have a plan to present in the next couple of 

weeks. 

 

Mark reported that  Coun try Club Heights overlay is done .  

 

Christopher Holloway, Shelby P eters, Brigha m Folk, Thrive Interns, presented information 

regarding their community conversation  with Marm aton Valley High  School held on 

November  13, 2023. The major concern that the freshman class had was their school õs 

track . Currently, when having track practice,  the athletes run on the highway. The track is 

currently a g rav el track, and  this does not allow them to hold home track meets. They 

would need a KSHA approved track  to do so. They feel that it would boost their 

eco nomy to be a ble  to hold a meet.  Many students talked about how close their 

community is . Some students also stated they would like to have a r ecreation bu ilding.  

Chairman Lee asked if they are planning t o attending other schools. T hey do plan to go 

to Humboldt and Iola High schools, as well as going to the College to speak t o those 

students. Chris, Shelby a nd Brigham are all high school seniors with  Iola High School . 

Other student s are inter ning at the hospital and the elementary school. Discussion 

followed.  

 



 
Ron Holman , House & Grounds, updated the commission on  the Humboldt Food P antry 

project.  The  heat ing  and air are being finished. T hey are still wa iting on the  restroom 

fixtures to be able  to complete that part of the pr oject.  

 

Chelsie  Decker , 911 Communications Director, presented a cost estimate to atten d the 

Standards & Best Practices conference.  This confe rence is being held in Clearwater , 

Florida on Jan uary 15-18, 2024. She is estimat ing the cost to  be $2449. Discussion 

followed.  Commissioner Dani els moved to approve the attendance of the conference. 

Commissio ner Symes seconded; motion  passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Chelsie reported  they are hosting a training out at the col lege. It i s a 3-day course, 

yesterday, today , and tomorrow.  She has her new hires in attend ance . This class will earn 

the attendees their emergency medi cal dispatch certification.   

 

Co mm issioner Dani els move d to  go i nto  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r non -elected  

personnel.  Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 8:50 

a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communication s 

Director, and Robe rt Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 

9:00 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Chairman Lee ope ned the 2023 Allen County Budget Amendment Hearing. Shannon 

Patterson, Allen County Clerk, explained we are needing to am end the budget au thori ty 

for the Am bulance F und, Noxious Weed Fund, and the Emergency Phone Equipment 

Fund. Discussion followed.  Commissioner Symes moved to approve the 2023 Allen 

County Amended Budget. Commission Dani els seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Bryan Murphy, Allen Cou nty Sheriff, presented  information on pr oposed wage increases 

for his de partment. He is suggesting  a 6.8% increase to be  able  to attract employees. He  

currently only has one appl icant and he is only staffed at about half capacity. He is also 

looking to inc rease the  starting wag es for the jail as well. Increase in both bu dgets would 

total about $92,929.00. Discussion followed. Chairman Lee is asking for a little more time 

to con sider the numbers.  

 

Jami Clark , Allen County Appraiser, reported that Roger Fogleman will be retiring at the 

end of this yea r.  

 

Commissioner Symes aske d what the county needs to be doing to prepare for the new 

state park? Lisse explained everything they are doing along with the Linda  from the state. 

Lisse stated they have starting st aking off the areas fo r the cabins. Discussion followed.  

 

Commission er Symes asked about the interest earned in our Your Community Foundation  

fund , in regards to the Patterson matching  funds grant. It was stated that the matching 

funds gra nt only applie d to ònew money ó being d onated, not funds that are currently 

sitting there .   

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r non -elected  

personnel . Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:28 

a.m.  Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Jami  Clark, Allen County Appraiser, and 

Robert Johnson II , Allen  County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:33 a.m .  No  

act ion  ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Symes move d to  go into  executiv e session for 10 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Dani els seconded ; motion  passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:34 a.m.  

Those prese nt will be Com missioner s, Jami Clark, Allen  County Appraiser, Terry Call, 

Zoning Administrator, and Robert Johnson II , Allen  Coun ty Counsel or.  Com missioners 

rec onvened at 9:44 a.m.  No act ion  ta ken . 

 



 
Commissioners discus sed raise s for 2024. Commissioner Symes moved to approve a 4% 

COLA effective Janu ary 1, 2024. Commissioner Daniels seco nded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

There will be no  meeting on December 5 th due  to Commissioners bein g at the Kansas 

Association of Counties conference  held in Wichita.   

 

Commissioners approv ed  the f ollowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $194,163.11 

b)  Pay roll ð Vacation Carryover for Crystal Richey, 49.75 hours.  

c)  Clerkõs journal entr y #55  

 

  

With no fur the r bu siness to co me be fore the b oard, Com missioner Dani els moved  to 

adj ourn,  Commission er Symes sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 10:12 a.m . until Tuesday, December 12 , 2023 at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .  

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

David Lee , Chairpe rson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patters on , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner   

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              December  12, 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner  Dani els, Commissioner Symes and Shannon 

Patterson , Allen County  Clerk.  

 

Sarah Haney , Iola Register,  Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor,  Mark Griffith, Road  & 

Bridge  Director,  Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director , Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  

Chel sie Angleton, 911 Communi cations Director,  Rick Aiello,  employee,  Jared Wheeler, 

Thrive Allen County Economic Development Director,  Terry Johnson, citizen , and  Paul  

Zirjacks, citizen , was  present to  observe the meeting.   

 

Cha irman Lee led  the grou p in the Pledge of Allegi anc e. 

 

Com missioners ap p roved the m inute s of the re gular meeti ng  on Novem ber 28, 2023. 

 

Chair man Lee asked for public comment , there was none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director,  reported the test pad for the new landfill cell passed 

at 3% ben tonite;  they are moving forward with it no w.  

 

Mitch reported that KDHE approved the n ew operating plan for the landfill. He will now 

be able to place the container for plastic jugs and batteries. Mitch will call Mr. Shetlar t o 

get the c ontainer delivered.  

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy  joined the me eting.  

 

Mark G riffith, Road & Bridge Director, repor ted he got a call back from Van Keppel in 

Joplin about the d istributor truck. They can upgrade the electrical for around $80,000.  

This truck only has 26,000 miles. It wil l most likely co me out of the 2024 bu dget . Discussion 

followed. Commissioner Daniels moved to approve the $80,000 rebuild for the distributor 



 
truck , with Mark asking for clarification on  time frame.  Commissioner Symes secon ded; 

motion passed 3 -0-0. 

 

Terry Call, Zoning Administrat or, reported the survey crew is coming back today for 1 hou r 

for a little  more field work . He stated the r eport is almost com plete. Bob  Johnson, County 

Counselor,  reported that Joe Works and Robert  Walde n have signed the easements  for 

the  project  and he will be taking those to get  filed.  

 

Michael  Burnett, EMS Director, joined the me eting.  

 

Chair man Lee asked Terry if he  knew where we were  at in revenue from Ambulan ce. 

Discussion followed.  

 

Ron Holman, House & Grounds Director, reported that the Humboldt Food Pantry is  done. 

A few final touches are still being completed but they are ready to start moving in.  

 

Ron asked if the commissio ners would be interested in him getting quotes to  have  the 

Iola Senior Center painted. Commissio ners stated yes . 

 

Michael  Burnett, EMS Director, reported that Olathe Med is th e only place that can work 

on the ambula nces and do the alig nment s. This is why they were taken there. Michael 

explained that they do try to use Twin Motors as much  as possible but with align ments 

they must go elsew here.  Commissioner Symes stated he would like a little b it of a heads 

up when work like this is need ing done.  Discussion f ollowed.  

 

Darolyn òCricke ttó Maley, Allen County Treasurer, joined the meeting.  

 

Jared Wheel er, Economic Development  Director, presen ted an awar d document based 

on the bid proposal fro m Benn ett  Inc , in regards to the water line project for the BASE 

Grant.  The commissioners have 60 days to sign  the awar d  document.  Discussion 

followed.  

 

Jared reported the M oder ate -Income Housing house  being built in Humboldt  was visited 

by Rachel  Mo ore  yesterday. She took pictures and  Jared presented those. The 

downs tairs shower is unfinished. The builder decided to let that be cust omization  for the 

buyer . The original  plan was to complete the downstairs  and let the buyer finish  the 

upstairs to their liking. Commissioners would like to see the do wnstairs bathroom 

completed and function al. The expectation was the downstairs would be finished . 

Discussion followed.  

 

Darolyn òCrickett ó Maley , Treasurer, update d  the commissio ners abou t the 2024 City of 

Iola Neighborhood Revitalization Program . She has contacted the programmers to get 

the new plan  set up. She was told t his will hav e to be a cust om plan due to the county 

staying at the staggered rebate , while the  3 other entities are reb ating 100% for all 10 

years. She was info rmed it could take up to  3 months for  the proposal ; then it is up the 

pro grammers , who sche dule due to priority. Our a ppraiserõs office will have to have the 

new program ready by June 1 st to ent er the properties int o this new plan. Discussion 

followed o n the difference bet ween what the count y is doing versus what the other 

enti ties in that plan are doing. Chairman Lee stated he wonders if the other entities 

should help shoulder the cost of th e programming. Commis sioner Dan iels state d letõs get 

the proposal an d go from there. Options would be to accept the bid, deny the bid , or 

we  could re look at our participation in th is new 2024 plan.  

 

Commissi oner Symes asked if the  others would be okay with putting a link to the KAC 

toolkit, in particular the video regarding LAVTR, on the website. They stated that would 

be a  good idea.  

 



 
Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:15 a.m.  

Those prese nt wi ll be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners reconvened at 9:20 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Stephen Euston, Bukat y Companies, joined the meeting.  

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go back into  executiv e session for 5 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes secon ded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 9:21 a.m.  

Those prese nt wi ll be Com missioner s, Mark Griffith, R oad & B ridge Director, and Robert 

Johnson II , Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 9:26 a.m .  No act ion  

ta ken . 

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive Allen County, joined the meeting.  

 

Gary McInto sh, Dawn Murray, and  Julie Payne  joined the meeting.  

 

Stephen Euston, Bukat y compani es, presented pre -renewal information. He reported he 

has ever ything out to market right now, waiting on that information to come back. 

Stephe n went t hrough  the packet and expla ined the information presented. Stephen 

explained w hat  the insurance companies look at when figuring out the new year rates. 

Discussion followed.   

 

Rachel Moore, Thrive Allen County, answering question from previous conve rsation with 

Jared W heeler . Commissioner Symes asked ab out the Moder ate -Income Hous ing project 

in Humboldt. He is concerned  with the downstai rs shower not being completed. The 

other commis sioners agreed to this. Rachel reported  that the ar chitect is who de cided to 

not finish the downstairs shower . Commissioner Daniels will be s peaking  with the  architect 

about the bath room.  

 

Commissio ners verif ied with Rach el the original estimate for the water line project  in 

reference to the award document with Bennett In c. Discussion followed. Commissioner 

Symes also verifie d the 60 -day awar d  perio d, was it from the date of bid open ing or from 

today õs date. Rachel stated it was from the bid opening on October 24 , 2023. 

 

Gary McInto sh, citizen , introduced Dawn  Murray  and Julie Payne, ACARF 

representa tives. Gary explained hi s efforts in tryin g to help raise fun ds for ACARF. 

Cha irman Lee asked about the deficit showing in the paperwork Gary presented. D a wn 

explained what this means for ACAR F. They are noticing that  the donations coming in 

are slowing down , even though costs are rising to run the shelter. Commissioner Daniels 

asked what they would like to see from the County. Julie stated they would possibl y like 

to see the county provide something mont hly.  Commissioner Daniels asked about the 

funds already with the Community Foundation. He also  asked what all ou r interest fund s 

could be used for? ACARF has a small contract fee with the City of Iola, $95 per dog that 

the city bring s to them. Discussion followed.  Comm issioners would like a  little more time to 

see what can be done to help ACARF.  

 

Commissioners came back to the di scussion on starting wages from the Sheriff õs office, 

from two weeks ago. Sheriff Murphy is asking  to i ncrease his starting wage f or detention  

officers to $17.00 and $20.00 for deputies . This would be  about $1 .00 increase  a fter our 4% 

COLA fo r 2024. The jail is currently down 2  employees  and  deput ies are  do wn 5. If the 

start ing wage is increased, Sheriff Murphy stated he has 6 in jail that will need to be 

bumped up to meet the minimum wage . Commissioner Symes reported on information 

he lear ned at KAC conference about signing bonuses.  Discussion followed.  

Commissioner s would like to see what the  overall  increase for next year  would  be if the 

wage was increased.  

 



 
Shannon Patterson, County Clerk, presented 2 Ceral Malt Beverag e License renewal 

applications for the Mildred Store. One is for on premises and the o ther is for off premises. 

Shannon state d she spoke with S heriff Murphy and he approved. Commissioner Dan iels 

moved to approve the Ce ral Ma lt Beverage License rene wal application for the Mildred 

Store. Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  

 

Commissioners  me ntioned that LAVTR was a  large discussion at KAC. There is a  large 

push for the state to start this back up. The legis lature will most likely be hearing item s 

concer ning this when sessions begin in Janu ary. So, if the public wants to write their local 

representatives , now would be the time to do so.  

 

Chairman Lee commented that Allen  County is lucky to have  a hospital, as at KAC he 

learned that is  not the case in some counties . 

 

Co mm issioner Dani els move d to  go into  executiv e session for 15 minutes fo r Att orney  

Client . Co mmissioner Symes seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time is now 11:05 a.m.  

Those prese nt wi ll be Com missioner s, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator and Robert Jo hnson 

II, Allen County Counsel or.  Com missioners rec onvened at 11:20 a.m .  No a ct ion  ta ken .  

 

Commissioner Symes moved to approve Cha irman Lee õs signature on the award letter 

for Bennett Inc, for a total of $ 757,228.00. Commissioner Dan iels seconded; motion 

passed 3-0-0.  

 

Commis sione rs review ed the follow ing  documents:  

a)  Memo from BG Consultants  

b)  NACo membership letter  

c)  November Financials fr om Larry Peterson for Hospital Boar d  

d)  KAC membership letter  

e)  The League of Kan sas Municipa lities Munici pal Resource Catalog & 

letter  

f) November mont hly reports fr om Appraiser õs office, Attorney õs office,  

County Cler kõs office, Distric t Court, Noxious Weed D ept. , Public Workõs 

office, Register of Deed sõ office, Treasurer õs office  

g)  November Fund Status Report  

h)  BG Consulta nts holiday car d  

i) November Solid Waste Financial Statement  

j) Adds:   Oil, Value  86,200, $13,678.42, Year 2023 

 

Commissioners appr oved the f ollowing d ocumen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouc hers - $888,148.52 

b)  Payroll ð Mileage rei mbur sements for David Lee, Bruce Symes, Jerry 

Daniels  

c)  Payro ll ð Change forms for Dana Dawn , Daren Kellerm an  

d)  Clerkõs Journal  Ent ries ð#56, 57, 58, 59 , 60 

e)  Abatements:   RE, Value 25,884, $4,107.12, Year 2023 

   SA, $150.00, Year 2023 

   PP, Value  6,173, $1,052.40, Year 2023 

   TR, Value 10,413, $ 1,445.40, Year 2023 

   Oil, Value 369, $60.54, Year 2023  

  

With no fu rther b usiness to co me bef ore the board, Commiss ioner  Daniels  moved to 

adjou rn, Commissione r Symes seconded ; motion  passed 3-0-0.  Mee ting  was  adjou rned 

at 11:24 a .m. until Tuesday , December 19 , 2023 at 8:30 a .m. in the Assemb ly Room of  the  

c our thouse .   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

David E. Lee, Cha irperson             Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  



 
 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson , County C lerk                     Jerry Daniels , Co mmissioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                  OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK               December 19 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 8:30 a.m. with  

Cha irman David Lee , Commissioner Jer ry Daniels, Commissioner  Bruce Symes , and Jill 

Allen , Deputy  Allen County Clerk.   

 

Mitchell Garner , Allen County Public Works Directo r, Mark Griffith, Allen County Road &  

Bridge Direct or, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  Danie l Schowengerdt , County Counselor  

Representative , Sarah Haney, Iola Regis ter,  Rickie Aie llo, Allen County  employee , Jared 

Wheeler,  Thrive, Terry Johnson , and  Paul Zirjacks, c itizens, was  p resent to observe the  

meeting.   

  

Chairman  Lee led  the g roup in the P ledge  of Allegiance . 

 

Commis sioners approved the minutes of the December 12 , 2023 meeting . 

 

Cha irman Lee asked f or pu blic comment .   There was none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, reported on the landfill cell.  The projected 

completion date  is the end of March.   

 

Mitch reported on the airport project.  He will get three bids for both  wooden hangars 

and metal hang ars.   

 

There will be a container f or #2 milk jugs at the landfill.   There will be barrels for different 

batteries.   The batteries will e nd u p in Pittsburg at Southeast Kansas Recycling.   

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, reported on the final checklist for the bridge on 

Nebraska & 2200 St.   

 

Mark discussed the r oa d agreement for B lackberry.    

 

Chairman Lee ask ed about the pothol e p atcher.  Mark explained how the cold affects 

the use of such.   

 

Jami Cl ark, Allen County Appraiser, reported the copier in her office is beyond repair . 

She shared the bids she got from Copy Products  - $2895.00 Toshiba or $1495.00 Brother  & 

Modern Copy  - $1050.00 Kyocera  or $1363 Kyoc era .  She has money i n the GIS fund.    

Jami will find out the price toner s will be for said copiers and make a decision .   

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 20 minutes fo r 

Attorney/Client Privilege , Commissioner Symes  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time 

is now 8:58 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Daniel Schowengerdt , Mark Griffith  

and Patrick Huff, James New & Chad Clancy, Mack Truck Representative s by phone.   

Com missioners rec onvened  at 9:18 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

Co mm issioner Daniels  move d to  go into  executiv e session for 20 minutes fo r 

Attorney/Client Privilege , Commissioner Symes  seconded ; motion passed  3-0-0.  The time 

is now 9:19 a.m.  Those  prese nt will be Com missioner s, Daniel  Schowengerdt , Mark Griffith  

and Patrick Huff, James New & Chad Clancy, Mack Truck Representative s by phone.   

Com missioners rec onvened at 9:39 a.m .  No act ion  ta ken . 

 

 



 
 

Commissioners review ed the following documents:  

a)  Allen County Maintenance Dept Inventor y 

b)  Services to the Elde rly Van Inventory  

c)  Register o f Deeds Inventory  

d)  Escape ð Oil, Value 17,509, $2,872.26, Y ear 2023 

 

Co mm issioners approved the  fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouchers ð $112,442.47 

b)  Payroll  ð Payroll ch anges for Doug Campbell & Lisa Sears  

c)  Payroll ð Reimbursement s for Terry Call, Rhegan Fi scher, Shannon 

Patterson, Mitch Gar ner  

d)  Payroll ð Process servers for Brenda Beth, Dallas  Merritt, Daren 

Kellerman, Steve Womack & Haley Donovan  

e)  Abatements -   RE Va lue 26,162 , $3,843.08, Year  2023   

               PP Va lue 20,140 , $3,220.70, Year 2023 

               TR Value 3,053, $ 423.80, Year 2023 

              Oil, Value 17,5 09, $2,872.26, Year 2023    

  

With no further business to co me b efore  the bo ard, Chairman  Lee moved to adjourn , 

Commiss ioner Symes seconded ; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting  was  adjourned  at 9:42 

a .m. unt il Friday, December 29 , 2023 at 1:00 p .m. in the Assemb lyõs Room  of the 

c ourthous e.   

 

__________________________________                     ____________________________________ 

David E. Lee , Ch airperson              Bruce Sym es, Comm issioner  

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Jill Allen , Deputy Allen County Clerk              Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner  

 

 

IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              December 29 , 2023 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular  session at 12:30 p .m. with  

Cha irman David  E. Lee, Jerry Dani els, Commissioner  (by  conference  call) , Bruce Symes , 

Commi ssioner, and Shannon Patterson , Allen County Clerk . 

 

Mitch Garner,  Allen County Public W orks Director,  Mark  Griffith,  Allen County Ro ad  and 

Bridge Director,  Rick Aiello , Allen County em ploy ee,  Robert Johnson, Allen County 

Cou nselor (by conf ere nce  call),  Terry Call, Zoning Administrator,  Bryan Murphy, Allen 

County Sheriff , Jason Trego, Emergency Manager,  was present to o bserve the me et ing . 

  

Chairman  Lee led  the grou p  in the  Pledge  of Alleg iance . 

 

Commissi oner s approved the m inut es of  the regu lar meetin g on  December 19 , 2023. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public c omment . There was none.  

 

Mitch ell Ga rner, Public Works Director , presented a draft flyer on battery  disposal and  

plasti c recycling .  Commissioner Sym es suggested  to change wording about the 

recyclables . Mitch stated he has ordered  6 barrels to have a t the land fill.  

 

Mark Griffit h, Road & Br idg e Director, reported they received the pot hole patching 

material. He explained this mat erial works better during the winter  when it s not warm 

enough for the oil . Discussion followed on difference between hot mix an d cold mix.  

 

Mark reported they have been wor king on tree cleanup.  



 
 

Jason Trego, Emer gency Manager, reported on the Haz ard Mitigation Funding Grant 

that he applied for  to install a new st orm  siren for Mildred. This appli cation was denied. 

Jason has estimated t hat it will cost $23,000 to fully replace the sir en, pole and electric. 

The current siren in Mildred is not functio ning at all at this time. Discussion followed.  

Cha irman Lee asked Jason to speak with T hrive about grant opportuni ties and then  bring 

this back into discussion on Tuesday.  

 

Sheriff Bryan Murphy  asked if a dec ision ha d  been made on the star ting wage  increa ses? 

Sheriff stated he has done 3 inte rviews as of today. He is currentl y 1 short in the  jail. He 

has m oved one from jail to the r oad and  has one  deputy  hired,  so that puts him curre ntly 

3 short now. He is requesting $17.00 for the jail  and $20.00 for depu ties. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Cha irman Lee read Resolution 202314 Allen County Special Machinery Fund.  
RESOLUTION NUMBER 202314 

ALLEN COUNTY SPECIAL MACHINERY FUND  

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the board of County Commissioners of Allen County, Kansas: 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with K.S.A. 68-141F and K.S.A. 68-141G will hereby transfer $600,000.00 from Allen 

County Public Works Fund to Allen County Special Machinery fund an amount not to exceed twenty-five (25%) credit 

to the Public Works Fund.  All moneys credited to the Special Machinery Fund shall be used by Allen County for the 

purpose of purchasing road or bridge building machinery or equipment or the building of bridges and such fund shall 

not be subject to the provisions of K.S.A. 79-2925 to 79-2937 or acts amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto, 

except that in making the budgets of Allen County the amounts credited to and the amount expended there from shall 

be shown thereon for the information of the taxpayers of Allen County. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 29th day of December 2023. 

 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

OF ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS: 

 

 

______________________________                        

  David E. Lee, Chairman 

 

 

______________________________                        Jerry 

Daniels, Commissioner 

 

 

______________________________                     Bruce 

Symes, Commissioner 

ATTESTED:  

 

 

______________________________                                                                           

Shannon Patterson, County Clerk 

Commissioner Symes moved to approve  Resolution  202314. Commissioner  Daniels  

seconded; motion passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Cha irma n Lee reported on some paperwork from Jarred , Gilmore  & Phillips, PA. The 

hospital facilities board would like to wor k with them for the Schedule of Bond Activity. 

They have  used BKD in the past. Commissioner Daniels moved  to approve Cha irman 

Leeõs signature for Jarred, G ilmor  & Phillips letter. Commissioner  Symes seconded ; motion 

passed 3 -0-0.  

 

Terry Call, Zonin g  Administrator, reported the sur vey of the land for the a irport industrial 

park project is done and we have recei ved the report. Everything was fine on the study.  

Discussion fo llowed.  

 

Commissioners reviewe d the following documen ts: 



 
a)  Phase II Archaeological Survey for the Allen County Ai rport  Industrial 

Park Improvemen ts Project Report  

b)  December monthly reports for Attorney õs office, Sherif fõs office,  

c)  November mont hly report for Sheriff õs office  

d)  Inventories ð Allen County 911, Trea surerõs office, Road & Bridg e, Public  

Works, Iola Seniors Inc, Meals on Wheels . 

e)  Add: Gas, Value 770, $114.07, Year 2023  

 

Commissioners approv ed  the fol lowing documen ts: 

a)  Clerkõs Vouch ers ð $176,589.73 

b)  Pay roll ð Cleaning st ipend paid to Darcy Burton  

c)  Clerkõs journal entr ies #61, 62, 63, 64  

d)  Abatements:     PP, Value 3,382, $ 511.78, Year 2023  

              TR, Valu e 647, $111.56, Year 2023  

                 Oil, Value 769, $113.92, Year 2023  

 

  

With no fur ther  bu siness to co me be fore the b oard, Com missioner Symes moved  to 

adj ourn,  Comm issioner Daniels  sec onde d,  and moti on p assed 3 -0-0.  Me eting  was 

ad journed at 12:57 p .m. until Tuesday, Jan uary 2, 2024  at  8:30 a.m. in the Assembl yõs 

Room of  the co urthouse .  

 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________  

Da vid Lee , Chairpe rson    Bruce Symes, Commi ssioner  

  

 

___________________________________             ____________________________________ 

Shannon Patterson , County Clerk    Jerry Daniels , Co mmi ssioner  


