
 
IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                         July 28, 2026 

   

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman David Lee, Commissioner Jerry Daniels, Commissioner John F. Brocker and Jill 

Allen, Deputy Allen County Clerk.   

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Works Director, Rickie Aiello, Allen County 

employee, Jeremy Hopkins, Allen County Road & Bridge Director, Terry Call, Zoning 

Administrator, Robert Johnson, County Counselor, Chelsie Decker, 911 Director, Camille 

Lavon, Economic Development Sarah Haney, Iola Register, Terry Johnson, citizen, Robert 

Franklin, citizen, and Paul Zirjacks, citizens, was present to observe the meeting.  

  

Mitch led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Lee asked for public comment. There was none.  

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, reported on the water truck delivery.  It was wrong 

one, so they sent it back.   

 

Mitch stated he met with Jason Trego regarding using Genesys to let people know about 

landfill being closed.  If the public wants to be notified, they need to call the public works 

office and request to be on list.   

 

Chairman Lee asked about the runway.  Mitch has some guys coming to look at it.   

 

Jeremy Hopkins, Road & Bridge Director, reported they are putting 2000 St and Oregon 

Rd back. They will chip seal next week.   

  

Chairman Lee stated he attended the Allen County Fair and wanted to say a thank you 

to all those that made it happen and those that participated.   

 

Camille Lavon, Economic Development Director, joined meeting to discuss grant for 

$15,000 allocated for downtown Iola area, but specifically Farmers Market.  It will be on 

Thursdays, beginning at 5:30 pm.  There will also be meal type food for sale and a blow 

up.  Commissioners approved.  She also mentioned they will look into a balloon artist and 

a pie eating contest.  The first 25 customers will get a free meal on the first four Thursdays.  

It will be a different food truck each Thursday.   

 

Commissioner Brocker said the Bowlus stated they must have a county commissioner on 

the board.  Commissioner Brocker will serve as such.   

 

Paul Vernon, Iola Register joined the meeting.   

 

Barry Parks, Voluntary Insurance Partners, phoned in to the commissioner meeting.    

Commissioner Daniels told Barry when our renewal period is so he can reach out to us 

then.   

 

Gary Chadic, AirMed Care, joined meeting.  He explained the application, a census 

plan vs a payroll plan.   This would be an option for the employees.   Chairman Lee said 

we’d like to offer this to our employees.  Gary will present this plan to employees during 

open enrollment.   

 

Mandy Moyer, Bowlus Fine Arts Center, joined the commission.  Supporters of the Bowlus 

and Trustees are present as well.  Mandy presented larger fiscal needs for the upcoming 

year, stating utilities are about $10,000 per year.  She went on to share more information 

regarding the Bowlus, such as there are 40 performances per year.  She shared the 

numbers of students, public, etc. that utilize the Bowlus. Monarch and B&W are the 

biggest business supporters of the Bowlus.  She questioned the commissioners’ support.  



 
Chairman Lee further explained reasons for budget decisions.  The City of Iola provided 

$40,295 last year, discussion followed on numbers.  Chairman Lee explained the cutting 

of the budget on other departments as well. Mandy asked why the commissioners have 

not come to the Bowlus meetings or contact her personally regarding this. Wayne 

Stephens, citizen, asked how Chaiman Lee comes up with the “easy money”.  

Commissioner Daniels stated it was “easy button”.  Chairman Lee explained, discussion 

followed.   

 

Marie Parker, CASA, stated that the Bowlus generously offered an office spot to CASA 

while their office was being renovated.   She testified to the Bowlus being such an asset 

to Allen County and Mandy’s work to keep guests and performers staying in county 

when here.  CASA donated to Bowlus for that and asks there be more respect of each 

other at this meeting.     

 

Mandy reiterated she looks forward to seeing Commissioner Brocker at the next Bowlus 

meeting.  She will email commissioners info prior to meetings.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a) Allen County Environmental Fund activity Jan 1, 2026 – June 30, 2026 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers - $208,237.13 

b) Payroll –  payroll enrollment for Colin Downey. 

 

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Brocker seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 

a.m. until Tuesday, August 4, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the courthouse.   

 

__________________________________                     ____________________________________ 

David Lee, Chairperson     Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 

        

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Jill Allen, Deputy Allen County Clerk                           John F. Brocker, Commissioner  


