
 
IOLA, KANSAS                   OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK              January 23, 2024 

 

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with 

Chairman David Lee, Commissioner Symes and Shannon Patterson, Allen County Clerk. 

Commissioner Daniels was absent. 

 

Tim Stauffer, Iola Register, Robert Johnson, II, County Counselor, Mark Griffith, Road & 

Bridge Director, Mitchell Garner, Public Works Director, Terry Call, Zoning Administrator, 

Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communications Director, Jared Wheeler, Thrive Allen County 

Economic Development Director, Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, Terry Johnson, 

citizen, and Paul Zirjacks, citizen, was present to observe the meeting.  

 

Tim Stauffer led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meetings on January 9, 2024 and 

January 16, 2024 

 

Chairman Symes asked for public comment, there was none. 

 

Mitch Garner, Public Works Director, reported the older Bomag compacter is needing 

some repairs. The service technicians will come here to work on it. Discussion followed.  

 

Mitch stated he has been speaking with the KDHE representative and he will be here 

next month to look at the landfill in regards to recycling. There is the possibility of grants. 

Discussion followed.   

 

Mitch reported the landfill stayed open yesterday for the commercial trucks. 

 

Mark Griffith, Road & Bridge Director, presented information on new chip spreaders.  

 
 

 



 

 

 
Mark explained the differences between the two options. Discussion followed.  Chairman 

Symes requested a week to look over these items. 

 

Mark reported he had trucks start treating roads at midnight and they continued to do so 

all morning.   

 

Jessica Thompson, Thrive Allen County, reported there will be a community conversation 

with Carlyle on February 6 at 6:00 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church.  

 

Jessica requested a letter of support for a grant for $500,000.00 to supply laptops and/or 

tablets to those residents that don’t have access to one.  

   ALLEN COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

County Commissioners 

Jerry Daniels, 1st District              David E. Lee, 2nd District             Bruce Symes, 3rd District       
1 N. Washington                                                   620-365-1406 
 Iola, KS  66749                                                 Fax: 365-1441 

 
January 23, 2024 

 



 
To Whom It May Concern, 

We are writing to express our support and collaboration for Thrive Allen County’s grant application to create a loan program for laptops and tablets for Allen County residents.  

Allen County has a poverty rate of 17% creating a situation where many of our residents cannot afford devices needed in order to access the internet. This lack of access impacts 

their work, educational pursuits, and health. As part of the grant, Allen County government agrees to work with Thrive Allen County to distribute information to potential users of 

this program, such as through our Meals on Wheels program. Thrive Allen County and Allen County government have partnered together to work on similar programs in the past, 

including distributing devices to elderly and homebound residents to increase connectivity. The addition of this program would be a game-changer for many more Allen County 

residents, increasing their health and well-being.  

Once again, we support the efforts of creating this program for Allen County residents and look forward to how the implementation will positively impact the community. Please 
feel free to reach out if there is anything further we can do to support the efforts in this endeavor. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Commissioners asked how this will work if they are awarded the grant. Jessica stated that 

it will be a loan of the equipment. They are hoping that the local libraries will agree to 

work with them, and residents will be able to go “check out” a laptop or tablet for a 

certain amount of time. Discussion followed Commissioner Lee moved to sign the letter of 

support. Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  

 

Jared Wheeler, Thrive Allen County Economic Development Director, called Rachel 

Moore, Thrive Allen County, to speak about the Moderate-Income Housing request for 

fuds disbursement.  Rachel and Jared informed the commissioners that the house is 

considered to be at substantial completion. They county can now approve a letter be 

sent to request funds disbursement to pay JW-JW Real Estate for a total cost of 

$47,026.00. 
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Brina Nold 
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Topeka, KS 66603 

 
 

To Brina Nold: 
 

The Allen County Commission approves submission of the Request for Disbursement of funds in the amount of $47,026.00 from our 

MIH Grant award. 
 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Rachel stated we can request the money from KHRC, and once it gets here then we can 

pay the invoice to JW-JW Real Estate. Commissioners asked about turnaround time for 

payment to be received. She believes it will be fairly quick.  Commissioner Lee moved to 

approve request for funds letter. Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes for non-elected 

personnel. Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is now 9:00 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners, Chelsie Angleton, 911 Communications Director 

and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:10 a.m.  

No action taken. 

 

Commissioner Lee moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes for non-elected 

personnel. Chairman Symes seconded; motion passed 2-0-0.  The time is now 9:12 a.m.  

Those present will be Commissioners, and Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor.  

Commissioners reconvened at 9:17 a.m.  No action taken. 



 
 

Mark reported Van Keppel will hold the chip spreader in the bid for one week with a 

letter of interest from him. This will allow the commissioners time to think without it being 

sold before a decision is made.  

 

Commissioner Lee is asking when we want to start the budget process. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Commissioners reviewed the following documents: 

a)  Payroll change forms for Kim Knavel, Kelsey Lampe, Hailey Willis, Haley 

Donovan, Brenda Beth, Bryce Andres, Wayne Carson, Dathan McMurtrey, 

Brian Plumlee, Shane Smith, Steve Womack, Jason Kegler, Douglas Campbell, 

Jeanne Carson, Jennifer Friend, Kayle Garber, Levi Lampe, Daniel McMurray, 

Seth Pollet, Alex Reynolds, Stephanie Vest, Rachel Wight, Bethannie Yarnell 

 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers - $269,500.78 

b) Payroll – Enrollment forms for Travis Marshall, Cody Johnson, Michael Tennyson 

c) Payroll – Change forms for Dallas Merritt, Ethan Collins, Cole Hanson, Colton 

Slocum 

d) Payroll – Cell phone reimbursement for Danielle Louk 

e) Payroll – Process service for Dallas Merritt, Wayne Carson, Daren Kellerman, 

Ryan Smith, Steve Womack, Haley Donovan, Brenda Beth 

f) Clerk’s Journal Entries – 2023 #68 

g) Annual Township Reports for Geneva Twp, Logan Twp, Osage Twp 

  

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Lee moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Daniels seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:27 

a.m. until Tuesday, January 30, 2024 at 8:30 a.m. in the Assembly Room of the 

courthouse.   

 

 

____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Bruce Symes, Chairperson             David Lee, Commissioner  

 

___________________________________  _____________________________________        

Shannon Patterson, County Clerk                     Jerry Daniels, Commissioner  

 


